GOD’S ETERNAL PURPOSE

God’s Eternal Purpose. Copyright © 2018 by Bryan Kessler. All rights reserved. Written permission must be secured from the
publisher to use or reproduce any part of this book, except for brief quotations in critical reviews or articles.
Published by:
Lifeschool International
P.O. Box 671063
Marietta, GA 30066-0136
http://www.LifeschoolInternational.org
info@Lifeschoolinternational.org
Italics in biblical quotes indicate emphasis added.
Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the New American Standard Updated (NASU) Edition. Copyright © 1960,
1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by the Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.
Scripture marked NKJV is taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1979, 1980, 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
Scripture marked KJV is taken from The King James Version. Copyright © 1988 by Biblesoft. All rights reserved.

Session 1: Before the Foundation of the World
I. What Is the Purpose and Meaning of Life?
a) For as long as humans have been on earth, we have wondered, “Who are we and why are we
here?”, “What is life all about?”, “What is the purpose of existence?”, “What is the meaning of life?”,
and “What are we living for?”.
b) Throughout history, these questions have resulted in a wide range of competing answers and
arguments, from scientific theories to philosophical, theological, and spiritual explanations. There
have been many proposed answers from various cultures, ideological perspectives, and
worldviews. The search for life’s meaning has produced much speculation for over six-thousand
years as many have studied the origins of good and evil, the free will of man, the soul,
consciousness, happiness, social ties, values, purpose, ethics, the existence of God, and the
afterlife.
c) From a scientific and philosophical perspective, the meaning of life typically involves having a
purpose, acquiring knowledge, taking personal responsibility, achieving worthwhile goals,
discovering your unique significance, and finding pleasure. Typical mantras go something like this:
“Discover who you are, what life demands of you, and how you can play a significant role in life”;
“You and you alone are responsible for what kind of life you want to live and what constitutes
significant and worthwhile life goals”; “You will enjoy a deep sense of significance and satisfaction
only when you have exercised your responsibility for self-determination and actively pursue a
worthy life goal.”
d) From a religious perspective, various faiths around the world have also attempted to define the
meaning of life. Judaism, for example, typically views the meaning of life as a preparation for the
world to come, when the Messiah comes and makes Israel the praise of the earth. Christianity, with
its roots in Judaism, shares much in common with this Judaistic perspective, but in addition, views
life’s purpose as gaining salvation by grace through faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ on the
cross. Life’s ultimate purpose in Islam is serving Allah through the five pillars of the faith and
bringing the world into submission to Allah. Other religions view charity, knowledge, selfdepravation, and social justice as life’s ultimate meaning.
e) In today’s culture, in an attempt to find life’s ultimate meaning, we’re told to chase your dreams; to
build a legacy that will outlast you; to stand for something and make a difference; to become the
person you’ve always wanted to be; to become the best version of yourself; to seek happiness and
pleasure; to be a truly authentic human being; to fulfill your destiny; to live as long as possible; to
know as much as possible about as many things as possible; to avoid suffering and pain at all costs;
to leave the world a better place than you found it; to give more than you take; to end suffering
and create equality; to challenge oppression and bring justice; to be generous and distribute
wealth to the least; to be honorable, responsible, and peace-loving; to accept, tolerate, and forgive
human flaws; and to help as many people as possible have a better life.
f)

When you’re growing up as a kid, life’s ultimate purpose is getting out of school for the summer,
going to the pool every day, and going on vacation to the beach. When you’re in high school, life’s
ultimate purpose is to be popular, cool, beautiful, and to have as much fun as possible. When
you’re in college, it’s all about trying to find out how you want to spend your next forty years. Later,
life’s purpose shifts to getting married, having kids, making money, traveling, moving up the
corporate ladder, or getting a bigger house or a more luxurious car. In the Christian world, as
ministry takes centerstage, our dreams might center around being a famous worship leader, a
world-renowned author, an influential teacher, a missionary, or a prophetic voice that can tell
people their deepest secrets.

g) Whether secular or religious, born of the Spirit or pagan, each of us have a deep yearning to make
a difference, to discover our purpose and reason for existence, to find life’s deeper meaning, and to
live for a destiny that is greater than ourselves. Unfortunately, most of us try to satisfy this deep
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craving through a humanistic, man-centered approach. Putting ourselves at the center, life’s
ultimate purpose ends up revolving around human goodness, human compassion, human
giftedness, human effort, and human glory.

I.

A God-Centered Approach to Discovering the Meaning of Life
a) To truly understand the meaning of life, we must shift away from a man-centered approach to a
God-centered approach. We must take the inherent drive for purpose, meaning, and significance
burning inside of us and extrapolate it Godward rather than turning inward.
b) DeVern Fromke, in his outstanding book The Ultimate Intention, said, “It is imperative that we
recognize what is the deepest gnawing within the human breast. Adequate answers to the
purpose and meaning of life must be found. We must recognize that man can only be a saint or a
sinner by choice, but he is first an inquiring philosopher by nature.”1
c) C.A. Jones said, “There is no attribute of man’s personality more evident and universally recognized
among men than this sense of purpose and of divine destiny.”2
d) This inherent drive for purpose and meaning was placed inside of us by the Lord Himself, and until
we discover why He created us and what our purpose is, we will forever be adrift, aimlessly trying
to achieve meaning, significance, and destiny in our own wisdom, strength, and resources.
e) Fromke goes on to say, “It is imperative that we direct every believer to develop a truly Godcentered philosophy of life—this means we must see all things as properly related to God and His
ultimate intention. Alas, not only the worldling, but even the believer attempts to interpret all
things as they primarily relate to himself.”3
f)

We must discover why God created the earth, why He created humanity, what we are on earth for,
and why will still have a beating heart and breath in our lungs. We are on a quest to discover the
end for which God created the world and why he created mankind.

g) As Fromke put it, “The purpose for which man lives is the mainspring. This must be right, or all else
will surely be wrong. Nothing less than a philosophical rectification—which adjusts man in his
motive, purpose, and vision—will produce a proper relatedness and power to fulfill the divine
intention.”4

II.

The Proper Starting Point
a) If we are to successfully discover the meaning of life, we must have the proper starting point. We
must begin with God Himself. A truly God-centered philosophy of life, when we see as God sees
from a heavenly perspective, is the only way that we can discover our purpose, meaning,
significance, and destiny.
b) In seeking a heavenly perspective, many still make a grave mistake by not having the proper
starting point. The following chart, which shows how the starting point (at the bottom) affects how
we interpret God’s ultimate intention (the end of the arrow at the top), will help explain what I
mean. Let’s discuss this by starting at the end of the age and working back in time to Adam.
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c) The End of the Age: If we try to discover God’s ultimate intention by reading the book of
Revelation, we might assume that God created the world in order to display His power. We might
reason that God wanted to showcase His strength and might by releasing judgments upon the
wicked, casting Satan into eternal punishment, and establishing His kingdom on the earth. Though
these events will take place and we should diligently study the prophetic Scriptures, God’s
ultimate intention for creating the world was not to display His majestic power by fulfilling endtime prophecy. Unfortunately, there are many prophecy scholars who have become so engrossed
in understanding the end times, who the antichrist is and where he will come from, when the Lord
will return, and when the rapture will take place that they have overlooked God’s ultimate
intention. If the end of the age is our starting point, then we will mistake the fulfillment of end-time
prophecy as God’s ultimate purpose.
d) Today: If we try to discover God’s ultimate intention by looking at the church today, we might
assume that it’s to present the gospel message to the culture in a relevant way. We might think
events, conferences, and church services, where large crowds come to hear the gospel
communicated in a palatable way, is what fills the Lord with deepest joy. Attractional services with
professional musicians, state-of-the-art videos and media, and skilled communicators in buildings
that look more like a club or a movie theatre than a traditional church is what the Lord is after.
Obviously, we should present the gospel in a relevant way to win the lost, but God’s ultimate
intention transcends our trendy church services and communication styles. If today is our starting
point, then we will mistake cultural relevance as God’s ultimate purpose.
e) The First and Second Great Awakening: When we read about the First and Second Great
Awakenings and how the Holy Spirit anointed leaders such as Jonathan Edwards, George
Whitfield, John Wesley, and Charles Finney to turn a nation back to God, we might assume that
revival is God’s ultimate intention. Today, the focus of entire movements is to fill stadiums with
intercessors and worshipers who are praying and fasting for a Third Great Awakening. Obviously,
America desperately needs a Third Great Awakening and we need to gather together for prayer
and fasting for the Lord to release a nation-shifting revival. Nevertheless, revival is not God’s
ultimate intention. If the First and Second Great Awakening are our starting point, then we will
mistake revival as God’s ultimate purpose.
f)

The Book of Acts: Reading through the book of Acts is awe-inspiring and breath-taking as we see
what happened when the Holy Spirit was poured out in power. The sick miraculous healed. The
lame leaped for joy. Thousands born again and baptized. Dreams, visions, trances, angelic
visitations, translations from location to location, preaching that inspired true repentance, church
growth, a multiplication of disciples, and a sense of awe and wonder as heaven invaded earth.
There has never been such a mighty move of the Holy Spirit like we see in the book of Acts.
Nevertheless, outward demonstrations of power are not God’s ultimate intention. Signs, wonders,
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and miracles are not God’s ultimate destiny for mankind. If the book of Acts is our starting point,
then we will mistake signs, wonders, and miracles as God’s ultimate purpose.
g) The Gospels: The ministry of Jesus was unlike anything we’ve ever seen. The dead were raised. The
blind received sight. Paralytics walked. Captives were liberated from demonic oppression. The
poor had the gospel preached to them. The apostles were trained and equipped to take the gospel
to the nations—to bring hope to the hopeless, freedom to the captives, and to disciple nations. Yet
many who read through the gospels walk away believing that God’s ultimate intention was social
justice, compassion, and missions. The assumption is that God’s ultimate aim for creating the world
was to liberate the captive, bring deliverance to the oppressed, to heal the sick, to end cycles of
poverty, and to take the gospel to the ends of the earth. Undoubtedly, everything that Jesus did in
His ministry is desperately need today, including healing, deliverance, preaching the gospel to the
poor, and taking the gospel to the nations. However, social justice and missions were not God’s
ultimate intention. These are only the means to the end of God’s ultimate purpose for creating the
world. If the Gospels are our starting point, then we will mistake social justice and missions as
God’s ultimate purpose.
h) The Prophets: The prophecies of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah, Zephaniah, and others
point to a glorious time in the future when Israel becomes the praise of the earth and the nations
stream to it. Words fail to describe how glorious this golden age of prosperity, righteousness,
peace, and utopia will be. The nations will lay down their weapons of war and the animal kingdom
will even be in harmony. The anti-Semitic nations who once hated Israel will bow down and kiss
the feet of the Jewish people. Though the restoration of Israel will be a glorious time, God’s
ultimate intention for creating the world was not to make Israel a praise in the earth. If the
Prophets are our starting point, then we will mistake the restoration of Israel as God’s ultimate
purpose.
i)

Moses: The story of the Exodus, when God miraculously delivered the Hebrews from Egyptian
captivity and buried their armies on the floor of the Red Sea, is fascinating. Seeing how the Lord
came down upon Mount Horeb in blazing glory and gave Moses the Law stuns us. All the types
and shadows of Christ in the feasts and sacrifices display God’s meticulous attention to detail.
Nevertheless, neither the Law, the feasts of Israel, nor the Torah were God’s ultimate intention. If
Moses is our starting point, then we will mistake the Jewish roots of Christianity as God’s ultimate
purpose.

j)

Abraham: The Abrahamic Covenant contains some of the greatest blessings in history. God
promised to bless Abraham, to make his name great, to give him the land of Israel, and to bless him
with prosperity, health, destiny, a great family, success, protection from enemy attacks, and a joyful
heart.5 Paul said that all who are in Christ are heirs to the blessings of Abraham (Gal. 3:9-16).
Though God enjoys blessing His New Covenant children, a blessed life is not God’s ultimate
intention. Sadly, many leaders in the Prosperity Gospel movement have become so focused on
receiving God’s blessings that they have drifted far from God’s ultimate intention. If Abraham is our
starting point, then we will mistake God’s blessings for His ultimate purpose.

k) The Fall: Perhaps the most common starting point in Christianity is the fall. Many denominations,
movements, and ministries look to Adam’s sin as the starting point for discovering God’s ultimate
intention. When the fall is the starting point, the end for which God created the world is salvation,
grace, forgiveness, and redemption. The finished work of the cross becomes the ultimate aim in
preaching, teaching, ministry, missions, and church planting. It even seems heretical to suggest
that God’s original intention for mankind transcends salvation. Nevertheless, when God created
the world, His intention was not for man to fall and to then bring redemption. The Lord’s aim was
for Adam to partake of the tree of life and to eventually have God’s life released in fullness within
him. Salvation, grace, forgiveness, and redemption are essential, for apart from the finished work of
the cross we are lost, dead in our sin, and hell bound. But salvation is not God’s ultimate intention.
Rather, salvation is the means God uses to restore us to His eternal purpose. If the fall is our starting
point, then we mistake salvation as God’s ultimate intention.
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Adam: If our starting point is God’s command to Adam to be fruitful, to multiply, and to take
dominion over the earth, then advancing the kingdom is seen as God’s ultimate intention (Gen.
1:28). Those with this starting point emphasize God’s governmental rule, His authority, and
extending the kingdom of God into the seven mountains of culture, including the mountains of
religion, family, education, government, media, arts and entertainment, and business. Certainly,
advancing the kingdom of God, influencing the culture as salt and light, reigning in life, and
occupying until He comes is essential. Nevertheless, if Adam is our starting point, then we mistake
advancing the kingdom as God’s ultimate purpose.

Eternity Past Should Be Our Starting Point
a) Not having the proper starting point has caused entire denominations, movements, churches, and
ministries to focus upon things of lesser value than God’s ultimate intention. Don’t misunderstand
what I’m saying. End-time prophecy, impacting the culture, revival, miracles, social justice, the
Great Commission, the restoration of Israel, God’s blessings, advancing the kingdom, and salvation
are all essential. But these pale in comparison to God’s ultimate intention. In fact, without the fall of
man, most of these focuses would be unnecessary. If Adam hadn’t eaten from the tree of
knowledge, there would be no need for salvation, revival, end-time prophecy, social justice, the
Great Commission, or the restoration of Israel. God’s life would have been imparted into man and
man would have eventually been filled with the fullness of God’s life. This life would have then
been imparted to subsequent generations until all the earth was filled with men and women who
were possessed with God’s life.
b) We have drifted so far from God’s original intention that entire movements are focused solely
upon end-time prophecy, revival, the gifts of the Spirit, social justice, the Great Commission, the
restoration of Israel, the Jewish roots of Christianity, God’s blessings, salvation, or impacting the
culture with the kingdom of God. I’m not saying that we shouldn’t emphasize these vital truths. I’m
trying to push us beyond the starting points we have just discussed into God’s eternal thought,
eternal desire, and eternal will. I want us to consider a starting point that is before humanity,
before the creation of the world, even before the angels, heaven, and the throne. If we step back
into eternity past—back to the beginning when it was just God the Father, God the Son, and God
the Holy Spirit dwelling together in approachable light in deep fellowship and intimacy—then we
can discern God’s ultimate intention.
c) See the chart below to better understand eternity past. Reading from right to left, you see that
eternity past was before humanity, the creation of the world, the angels, heaven, and even the
throne.

d) DeVern Fromke wrote, “It is important for us to recognize God’s ‘before’ and His ‘after.’ Let us go
back in time—back into God’s heart before He began creating anything, back before redemption
was even necessary. Let us go back to the ‘blueprint’ stage of His planning. What was God’s
intention then, before He began any of His activity on earth or in heaven? When we start reading in
Genesis, ‘in the beginning,’ we see God’s creative work. But the Apostle Paul takes us back ‘before
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the foundation (beginning) of the world.’ What was God’s deep desire and intention in that great
‘before’? What was on the ‘white paper sheet’ of His heart before He began creating the
universe?”6.
e) Going back to God’s blueprint stage of His planning takes us beyond the “in the beginning” of
Genesis 1:1 and into eternity past, described by both Jesus and Paul as “before the foundation of
the world” (John 17:24; Eph. 1:4). Here in eternity past there was no humanity, no sin, no need for
salvation, no world, no angels, no heaven, and no throne. It was God and God alone dwelling in
approachable light in the fellowship of the Trinity.
f)

Let’s go back to that time when it was truly “in the beginning.” As John said, “In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God”
(John 1:1-2). If we go back to eternity past, there we will find the eternal Son hidden inside of “the
Father’s heart” (John 1:18, NLT).

g) If we could go back to the beginning all we would see was “unapproachable light” (1 Tim. 6:16). A
light so intense that nothing could penetrate it; a light so intense that the brightness of the sun
would pale in comparison; a light so intense it would make the present heaven and earth flee away
in utter terror (Rev. 20:11). Yet this light was not some cosmic force or celestial object. This light
was a Person. John said that “God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all” (John 1:5).
h) Within the radiance of this unapproachable light, the eternal Father, the eternal Son, and the
eternal Spirit dwelt in unbroken union, joyful fellowship, and deep intimacy for billions and billions
of years.7
i)

The ecstatic pleasure and delight that the Father had for His Son during this pre-creation period
filled the Father’s heart with unbroken satisfaction. Jesus referenced this love when He prayed to
His Father before His crucifixion, “You loved Me before the foundation of the world” (John 17:24).
We can’t fathom the depth of the Father’s boundless, passionate, affectionate, and ardent love for
His beloved, eternal, uncreated Son, who is and has always been an exact representation of the
Father (Heb. 1:3). The Father’s love for His Son never had a beginning!

j)

Hidden inside of the Father’s heart throughout eternity past, the Son was the object of His Father’s
affection and love as the two were bound together in perfect union by the Holy Spirit. The
euphoric love that God has for God is beyond words. The intimacy, deep conversations, and
unending communion between the Father and the Son through the Spirit could never be
articulated by any manmade language. Words fail to describe the infinite, eternal relationship of
glorious love, intimacy, fellowship, and union between the Father and the Son through the Holy
Spirit.

k) In our ignorance, we might look at this and think, “How boring! For billions of years the Father and
the Son just looked at each other, talked to each other, and loved each other? They had nothing to
entertain them—no sports, no movies, no video games, no social media. How boring!” Yet we can
say with certainty that the Father and the Son were never bored. Never lonely. Never needy.
Rather, they had billions of years of unbroken joy, pleasure, and delight in the fellowship of the
Trinity. Like David said, “In Your presence is fullness of joy” and “pleasures forever” (Psa. 16:11).
Mankind in our fallen and broken state cannot comprehend the depth of ecstatic joy that exists in
the fellowship of the Godhead in eternity past.

IV.

The Eternal Council of God’s Will
a) At some point in eternity past, the Father and the Son had a formal council, a meeting where they
discussed with one another the creation of the throne, heaven, the elders, the angels, the universe,
the world, humanity, and the ages that would span into eternity. In this eternal council, the Father
and the Son determined their purpose for creation, the reason why they would create the world,
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and the intention for their prized creation—humanity. Paul alluded to this eternal council in
Ephesians 1:11, where he said that God “works all things after the counsel of His will” (Eph. 1:11).
b) Let’s consider the phrase “the counsel of His will” for a moment. In the Greek, the word “counsel” is
boulē and it’s derived “from a root meaning ‘a will,’ hence ‘a counsel, a piece of advice” that “is the
result of determination.”8 When used outside the New Testament, boulē conveyed the result of a
process of deliberation in which something was determined.9
c) As a cross-reference, consider Jeremiah 23:18-22, which states, “But who has stood in the council of
the LORD, that he should see and hear His word? Who has given heed to His word and
listened?...But if they had stood in My council, then they would have announced My words to My
people, and would have turned them back from their evil way and from the evil of their deeds.”
d) Comparing Ephesians 1:11 with Jeremiah 23:18-22, we see that the Lord works through heavenly
councils whereby the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit give their counsel for the purpose of
making decisions and establishing plans. Just so we are clear, a council is a group of people that
gathers for the purpose of giving advice, making decisions, and establishing plans while to counsel
is a verb meaning to give advice for the purpose of making decisions and formulating plans. When
a council meets, they share their counsel about different topics in order to make the best decisions
and plans given all of the known information.
e) Putting together Ephesians 1:11, Jeremiah 23:18-22, and the meaning of “counsel,” it becomes
clear that when Paul described the “counsel of His will,” it was a heavenly council in which the
Godhead deliberated and determined God’s eternal purpose and the reason for creating the
angels, the world, and mankind.
f)

When Paul said that God “works all things after the counsel of His will,” Paul is taking us back
“before the foundation of the world” into eternity past (Eph. 1:4). Just so that we have the proper
context of Ephesians 1:11 and all that Paul intended to convey, consider some of the phrases that
Paul used in Ephesians 1-3:
•
•
•
•

“He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world” (Eph. 1:4);
“He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ” (Eph. 1:5);
“We have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose”
(Eph. 1:11);
“This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our
Lord” (Eph. 3:11).

g) Let me clarify the phrase “predestined.” Unfortunately, Calvinism has hijacked this word and
turned it into something that Paul never intended. When Paul wrote Ephesians 1:5 and 1:11, he
was not saying that God predetermined that Person A would be saved but Person B would be
predestined to hell. If we dive into the meaning of the Greek word for “predestined,” we’ll discover
that this idea of predestination taught in Calvinism is not what Paul had in mind. In the Greek, the
word for “predestined” is proorizō, which is derived from the words pro and horizō. Pro simply
means “before” and horizō means “to define, to mark out the boundaries or limits, to determine,
appoint.”10 Putting these two words together, you see that “predestined” means that God defined
or determined His purpose beforehand, which as Paul clarified, was “before the foundation of the
world.” Thus, the meaning of “predestined” is “to mark out beforehand, to determine before.” 11
This determination beforehand was not that some would be chosen to go to heaven and others
would be chosen to go to hell. Rather, God’s prior determination was His “eternal purpose” that
was decided in His eternal council before the foundation of the world, when the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit discussed and decided their ultimate intention for creation (Eph. 3:11).
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Observing God’s Eternal Purpose in the Scriptures
a) When Paul described “the counsel of His will”—which as we’ve seen is the eternal council of the
Godhead that established His eternal purpose—notice that God “works all things” based upon the
decisions and plans established in this council. What an important statement! This means that
everything that God has done and revealed in the Scriptures was established in His eternal council
before the foundation of the world.
b) If we look at the Scriptures and extract out what was necessary because of the fall—such as the
covenants, the finished work of the cross, justification, forgiveness, redemption, mercy, and
restoration—we can safely determine God’s original intention. Put another way, if we trace what
would have happened if Adam had eaten from the tree of life instead of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil, we can safely discern God’s original intention. With this in mind, it becomes clear
that God’s eternal council established both His original intention and His redemptive plan to
restore us to His original thought, plan, and purpose after the fall.
c) Keep in mind when I use the term “eternal purpose,” “original intention,” or “ultimate intention”
throughout this class, I’m referring to what God intended if the fall had not happened and
salvation and redemption were unnecessary.
d) As we detail God’s eternal purpose throughout this class, the question might arise, “How do you
know that was established in the eternal council?” Because the Scriptures do not always say this
was established in the eternal council but that wasn’t, it’s helpful to remember that God “works all
things after the counsel of His will.” That means both His original intention and His redemptive
plan were established in eternity past in His eternal council and that everything He has ever done
or will ever do is based upon the decisions established in this eternal council.
e) Perhaps an analogy will help us see God’s eternal purpose scattered throughout the Scriptures.
Imagine that you have a five-hundred-piece jigsaw puzzle scattered upon a coffee table but you
were missing the box with the picture of the finished product. To assembly this puzzle, you would
have to carefully examine the colors and the shape of each puzzle piece and put it with other
similar pieces until you could put together small portions of the puzzle. Following this process, you
would have segments of the puzzle assembled in various stages until finally the whole puzzle was
finished. Likewise, different passages of Scripture reveal God’s eternal purpose established in His
eternal council, but it’s like putting together a complex jigsaw puzzle. You have to carefully
examine the context and see where it fits together with other Scriptures.
f)

VI.

From my study, the places where God’s eternal purpose is most clearly revealed is in the two trees
in the garden (Gen. 3), John 17, the book of Ephesians (especially Chapter 1), Romans 8, the book
of Colossians, the book of Hebrews, Revelation 2-3 in the eternal rewards offered to the
overcomers, and Revelation 21-22 in the description of the new Jerusalem. When you put these
different passages together like a jigsaw puzzle, you arrive at God’s ultimate intention in creating
the world. This will become more clear throughout this class.

God’s Eternal Purpose for Humanity
a) In God’s eternal council, the Godhead determined that they would have a creation—men and
women—who would be brought into the eternal fellowship, love, and intimacy that the Father and
the Son have enjoyed for all eternity. Jesus alluded to this in His High Priestly Prayer in John 17
when He prayed, “That they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they
may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world”
(John 17:24).
b) As you meditate upon John 17, you begin to see God’s original intention unfold. Namely, you
discover that God purposed that we would:
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•
•
•
•
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Be with the Son in the heart of the Father (John 1:18; 17:21, 24);
Have the Son in us (John 17:26);
Be in union with the Father, the Son, and with one another (John 17:21-22);
Know that the Father loves us like He loves the Son (John 17:23);
Love the Son like the Father has since eternity past (John 17:24, 26).

c) In summary, Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer details God’s eternal purpose to bring humanity into the
unceasing fellowship, love, and intimacy that the Father and the Son have enjoyed for all eternity.
d) For mankind to be brought into such a place of glory and holiness, it was determined that the
eternal Son would forever be the Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 14:6). Whether or not mankind
fell, the eternal Son would always be the only Way to the Father, the Truth in whom all of God’s
Word would be embodied, and the Life that would be imparted into every man and woman who
would receive Him, leading to His life filling them unto fullness.

VII.

Humanity’s Choice
a) In this eternal council, it was determined that humanity would be given a choice to be their own
god and live for themselves or to surrender their lives, be filled with the life of the Son, and mature
into an exact representation Him. Thus, in the eternal council, the Father and the Son determined
to offer humanity the choice of eating from two trees—the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
and the tree of life.
b) In the eternal council, it was decided that eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
would transform mankind into their own deity, having the ability to live independently by
themselves, having the knowledge of what was good and evil, and deciding what was right in their
own eyes.
c) Eating from the tree of life, on the other hand, would result in an exchanged life, where man would
lose his independent self-life and the life of the eternal Son would be imparted into him. As
mankind was progressively filled with the life of the Son, he would eventually be conformed into
the image of the Son and become an exact representation of Him.12 Thus, the Father would have a
family of sons who were just like the eternal Son of His delight (Heb. 2:10).
d) It was also determined that the Son would have a bride in full union with His life, who would love
the Son with the same fiery passion that the Father has burned with in eternity past (John 17:26;
Rev. 19:7). This bride would be in full union with the Son as His uncreated and indestructible life
filled her unto fullness until she was joined to Him in an unbreakable, eternal union.
e) As a creation filled with the fullness of the Son’s life, the Father and the Son would have an
inheritance in a people (Eph. 1:18). The Father would have a family of sons, the Son would have an
equally-yoked bride, and the Holy Spirit would have a temple in which He dwelled in fullness.
Ultimately, God would bring His inheritance into the fellowship of the Trinity, where mankind
would enter into the eternal fellowship, love, and intimacy that the Father and the Son have
enjoyed forever.13
f)

In God’s eternal thought, eternal desire, and eternal will, it was established that the Father’s sons
and the Son’s bride would be allowed to dwell in the holiest of holies—in the very bosom of the
Father—to be with the Bridegroom forever in the heart of God and to enjoy forever what God has
forever enjoyed in the fellowship of the Trinity (John 1:18; 17:24). It was determined that God’s
inheritance would be in full union with the Father and the Son, and for all eternity, experience
what the Father and the Son have experienced for the endless ages of eternity. Thus, humanity
would forever enjoy the same love, intimacy, fellowship, pleasure, and delight that the Trinity has
enjoyed forever.
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God’s Eternal Purpose Summarized
a) The eternal council of the Godhead, by which God works all things and to which God works all
things, can be summarized as follows:
•

The Son would be the center of all things and everything would be summed up in Him
(Eph. 1:10);

•

The Son would become the Way, the Truth, and the Life that would bring humanity into the
eternal fellowship of the Trinity (John 14:6);

•

The Son would become the pattern to which men and women would be conformed into an
exact representation of Him (Rom. 8:29);

•

The Son would be the Life and He would impart His life into a creation of men and women
who would be filled with His life, leading to full union with the indestructible life of the Son
(John 14:6; Eph. 3:19, 4:13);

•

The Father would have a family of sons who were an exact representation of His beloved
Son (Heb. 2:10; Rom. 8:29);

•

The Son would have a bride who would be in full union with His life, would embody His
nature and likeness, and would love Him with the same fiery passion and pleasure of the
Father (Rev. 19:7-9; John 17:26);

•

The Spirit would have a temple in which He would dwell in fullness (1 Cor. 6:19);

•

The inheritance of the Godhead—the Father’s sons, the Son’s bride, and the Spirit’s
temple—would be brought into the Father’s heart with the Son and would share in the
eternal joy and delight of the Godhead forever (John 17:24-26; Rev. 14:1-5; Rev. 21-22);

•

Filled with the life of the Son and conformed into His exact likeness, God’s inheritance
would be sent into the vastness of creation with governmental authority to expand the
kingdom of God during each distinct age forever and ever (Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 22:5; Isa. 9:7;
Phil. 4:20).

b) Thus, we see the end for which God created the world!

IX.

God’s Original Intention and His Redemptive Plan
a) Since God’s eternal council was determined before the fall, Adam’s choice to eat the forbidden
fruit did not deter God from His original intention. Whether or not Adam fell, God’s eternal purpose
to have a creation filled with the life of His Son and brought into the eternal fellowship of the
Trinity would come to pass. When you observe that the tree of life is seen in the garden but is
absent until the book of Revelation, you realize that the majority of the Scriptures are about God’s
redemptive plan that restores us to His original intention (Rev. 2:7; 22:2,14,19).
b) Note the chart below that illustrates this.
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c) Notice that salvation and redemption are not God’s ultimate intention but rather the means that
God employs to restore us to His ultimate intention.

d) When you see God’s eternal purpose, established in eternity past in the council of the Godhead, it
gives your life great meaning and purpose. You are not here by accident. You are not some
random occurrence in the vastness of the universe. The Father created us so that His eternal
purpose might be the driving purpose of our life. The Father created us so that His original
intention would be our eternal mission. The Father created us so that we might find our destiny in
His ultimate purpose established in the eternal council of the Godhead before the foundation of
the world. What a good, good Father we have!
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Why It’s Important to Study God’s Eternal Purpose
a) I have been a software developer for over twenty years. For the first ten years, I didn’t realize the
importance of planning before coding. As a result, many of my software projects weren’t as
successful as they could have been. I discovered the hard way that it’s much easier to change a
design document than it is to change code. But once I spent more time planning and designing
before coding, the products I developed were much more successful. Now, if a project will take
four to six months to develop, I usually will spend at least a month designing how the screens will
look and function, the requirements for the data, and how the system will interact with other
systems. When I’m finished planning, my design serves as a blueprint that drives all the
subsequent work that I’ll do.
b) In a similar way, God’s eternal purpose is the blueprint that drives all that He does. The Lord simply
doesn’t deviate from what He established as His ultimate intention in the eternal council of the
Godhead.
c) Imagine a homebuilder trying to build a house without a blueprint. The finished product would be
a disaster. Yet this is what most of the church is doing today. We’re trying to build His church
without His blueprint. We are just copying what the church down the street is doing and hoping
that God will bless it. That’s why studying the blueprint of God’s eternal purpose is so important.
We want to make sure that what we build is what God really wants. Paul said to, “Find out what
pleases the Lord” (Eph. 5:10, NIV). Don’t assume that you already know what pleases the Lord
because the church down the street has a formula that seems to work.
d) Paul said, “According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a
foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. For no
man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3:10-11).
Paul, as a wise master builder, had tremendous insight into God’s blueprint. He had revelation of
God’s ultimate intention and could therefore build the church in a way that pleased the Lord. This
underscores the importance of understanding God’s blueprint, for we will fail to build what pleases
the Lord and has an eternal impact unless we have insight into His ultimate intention.
e) This class, God’s Eternal Purpose, is the blueprint for every other Lifeschool class. It’s the blueprint
for understanding how to build a church that accomplishes God’s original intention. It’s the
blueprint for understanding the foundations of the gospel. It’s the blueprint for understanding the
bride of Christ and intimacy with Christ. It’s the blueprint for knowing how to pray. And it’s the
blueprint for understanding end-time prophecy.
f)

When we have deep understanding of God’s eternal purpose, we will build churches that are
structured to achieve God’s ultimate intention. We will pray in a way that accomplishes the desires
in His heart. We will emphasize and prioritize our lives around what matters the most to the Lord.
We will worship in way that pleases Him. And our teaching, preaching, ministry, and missions will
be centered upon God’s original intention.

g) Much of the church is trying to build God’s house with a blueprint that is disconnected from God’s
original intention. The result is that we are not properly aligned with the Lord and His eternal
purpose, and to be blunt, most of what we call successful will be burned at the judgment seat of
Christ (1 Cor. 3:10-15).
h) Consider the two blueprints below.
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i)

As we will see throughout this class, God’s blueprint, based upon original intention, is to place the
Son at the center of all things, to have a creation in which the Son's life is released in fullness, to
have a family of sons for the Father who are conformed into the Son’s image, to have a worthy
bride for the Son who loves Him like the Father, to have a temple for the Spirit that He fully
possesses, and for God’s inheritance, as an exact representation of Christ, to expand God’s
government throughout creation for the endless ages to come.

j)

Contrast this with the blueprint in much of the church, where salvation is the ultimate goal. Since
the main drive is to get more people saved, forgiven, and justified, the priority becomes revival,
cutting-edge events and services that attract large crowds, the gifts of the Spirit, and miracles. If a
church really wants to increase the number of decisions for Christ, they’ll talk about how much
God wants to bless them, to give them their best life now, to prosper them, and to give them favor
and influence so that they can fulfill their destiny.

k) Please don’t misunderstand what I’m saying. Salvation is critical. Revival, the gifts of the Spirit, and
miracles are important. And God is a good Father who loves to bless His children. My point is not to
demean any of these things, but to contrast the two blueprints so that we will make the necessary
adjustments required to be fully aligned with the Lord and His ultimate intention.
l)

Aligning with God’s blueprint, based upon His eternal purpose, will produce a people who have
the Son’s life released in fullness within them, resulting in the Father having family of Christ-like
sons, the Son having a worthy bride who loves Him like the Father, the Spirit having a temple that
He fully possesses, and Christ having the first place in everything. The other blueprint, which drives
much of the church today, will get a large number of people saved, healed, and delivered (which is
good), but will not produce an inheritance for the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and
frequently, glorifies the minister, the worship leader, or the church rather than Christ.

m) View this class as homebuilders studying the details of a blueprint before building a house or as
software developers studying the intricacies of a design plan before creating an application, for
thinking deeply upon God’s eternal blueprint will enable church planters to build churches that
fulfill His eternal purpose, intercessors to give birth to His ultimate intention, messengers to
proclaim God’s eternal thought, will, and desire, and missionaries to bring the unreached onto
heavenly ground. Studying the elaborate details of God’s eternal blueprint will help everyone—
from the housewife to the businessman to the author to the worship leader to the videographer—
to align their life with God’s eternal purpose and find true meaning in life.

II.

Summarizing the Eternal Council
a) Now that we know why we are spending so much time studying God’s eternal purpose, let’s go
back to the book of Ephesians.
b) Whenever you read different books of the Bible, it’s always important to discern the main subject
of the book. Once you discover the main theme, it helps you connect all the other dots, giving you
the ability to understand what the author was trying to convey. Reading Ephesians 1, you see
phrases such as “before the foundation of the world,” “predestined” (determined beforehand), “the
mystery of His will”, “the counsel of His will,” and “the hope of His calling” (Eph. 1:4-5,11,18). It’s
clear from the first chapter that Paul wants to bring us onto heavenly ground and give us Godcentered perspective so that we align our lives with the Lord.
c) When Paul wrote the book of Ephesians, one of his main purposes was to express that God’s

eternal purpose, established in the eternal council of the Godhead in eternity past, is the blueprint
that drives everything that God has done or will ever do.
d) Let’s break apart the italicized words and consider each statement.
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•

God’s eternal purpose: In Ephesians 3:11, Paul revealed that God established an “eternal
purpose.” This purpose was God’s ultimate intention that would be accomplished with or
without the fall.

•

God’s eternal purpose was established in the eternal council of the Godhead in eternity
past: In Ephesians 1:11, Paul said, “Having been predestined according to His purpose who
works all things after the counsel of His will.” Notice the connection between “His purpose”
and “the counsel of His will.” The word for “purpose” is the same Greek word that Paul used
in Ephesians 3:11, which shows that Paul was connecting God’s eternal purpose with “the
counsel of His will.” Putting this together with what we learned in Session 1 about “the
counsel of His will,” we see that God’s eternal purpose was established in the eternal
council of the Godhead in eternity past.

•

God’s eternal purpose is the blueprint that drives everything that God has done or will ever
do: In Ephesians 1:11, we also see that God “works all things after the counsel of His will.”
Notice the phrase “all things.” That means everything that God has done or will ever do is
driven by what the Godhead established in the eternal council in eternity past. Therefore,
God’s eternal purpose is the blueprint that drives everything that God has done or will ever
do.

e) Let me reiterate this important concept one more time so that it sinks in. God’s eternal purpose,

established in the eternal council of the Godhead in eternity past, is the blueprint that drives
everything that God has done or will ever do. This blueprint is God’s ultimate intention that
transcends the fall of man and will be accomplished.

III.

Three Things Established in the Eternal Council
a) The eternal council of the Godhead established three things: 1) God’s ultimate intention; 2) God’s
plan for redemption; and 3) God’s plan for restoration. The chart below illustrates this.

b) God’s Ultimate Intention: Like we discussed in Session 1, if we look at the Scriptures and extract out
what was necessary because of the fall—such as the covenants, the finished work of the cross,
justification, forgiveness, redemption, mercy, and restoration—we can safely determine God’s
original intention. We have to understand that Adam’s choice to eat the forbidden fruit did not
deter God from His original intention. Whether or not Adam fell, God’s eternal purpose to have a
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creation filled with the life of His Son, who would be conformed into His likeness and nature and
brought into the eternal fellowship of the Trinity as God’s inheritance, would come to pass.
c) God’s Plan for Redemption: Because it’s impossible for God to learn anything, He obviously knew
that Adam would chose his own independent self-life over the life of Christ contained in the fruit
from the tree of life. Therefore, in the eternal council of the Godhead, the Father and the Son also
established their redemptive plan that would restore humanity to His original thought, plan, and
purpose after the fall.14 God’s redemptive plan included the Son becoming a Man, living a sinless
life, dying on the cross for our sins, cutting a New Covenant with the Father, justifying us so that
we would be righteous in Christ, putting His Spirit within us, and giving us a new spirit and a new
heart as new creations in Christ. God’s redemptive plan is revealed throughout the gospels and
epistles.
d) God’s Plan for Restoration: Not only did the eternal council establish God’s redemptive plan, but
also His prophetic plan for the “restoration of all things” (Acts 3:21).15 What we normally consider
end-time prophecy, when viewed from a heavenly perspective, is actually God’s blueprint for how
He will accomplish His ultimate intention. Most prophecy scholars are solely focused on who the
antichrist is, where he will come from, and how terrible the end of the age will be. While the end
times will be the most challenging time in history and we should study the negative topics, it will
also be the church’s finest hour as God works to fulfill His eternal purpose. God’s plan for
restoration is the blueprint for how His ultimate intention will be fulfilled at the end of age as a
remnant of God’s people have Christ’s life released in them in fullness, leading to the bride being
made ready and God’s sons maturing into an exact representation of Christ (Rev. 19:7; Rom. 8:29).
Not only does God’s plan for restoration include the preparation of the Father’s sons, the Son’s
bride, and the Spirit’s temple, but it will also be the time when “the kingdom of the world”
becomes “the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ” as He showcases His great power through
redemptive judgments and begins His reign over all the earth from Mount Zion in Jerusalem (Rev.
11:15; Zech. 14:9). This restoration will be God working to gather all things in heaven and earth
under the headship of His Son (Eph. 1:9-10).

IV.

The Son in First Place
a) Now that we understand the three main components of God’s eternal council and the importance
of knowing God’s ultimate intention, let’s discuss God’s eternal purpose to place His Son at the
center of all things. This includes placing His Son at the center of His ultimate intention, His
redemptive plan, and His prophetic plan. We will spend the reminder of this session looking at the
Son at the center of God’s ultimate intention, and then in the next session, we will focus on the Son
at the center of God’s redemptive and prophetic plan.
b) Paul said in Ephesians 3:8-11:
To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the
unfathomable riches of Christ, and to bring to light what is the administration of the
mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things; so that the
manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and
the authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose
which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord.
c) This verse is packed with powerful revelation. First, notice Paul’s commission “to preach...the
unfathomable riches of Christ.” Everything that Paul describes in the following verses flows out of
His revelation of the unfathomable riches of Christ. The Greek word for “unfathomable” means “not
tracked out...untraceable, past finding out, unsearchable.”16 Various versions of the Bible translate
this verse as “the unsearchable riches of Christ,” “the endless treasures” of Christ, “the boundless
riches of Christ,” “the incalculable riches of the Messiah,” and “the untraceable riches of the Christ”
(NKJV, NLT, NIV, HCSB, and YLT). Given that the riches of Christ are far beyond the human brain’s
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ability to comprehended by reasoning, logic, and intelligence, this mystery can only be known by
revelation.
d) Not only was Paul commissioned to preach the infinite treasures of Christ, he was also called “to
bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God
who created all things.” Paul’s two-fold mandate was to reveal the mystery of Christ and God’s
masterplan to “gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are
on earth” (Eph. 1:10, NKJV). This is “in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Eph. 3:11).
e) In the eternal council of the Godhead in eternity past, the Father and the Son established their
eternal purpose that everything in heaven and on earth would be gathered under the headship of
the Son (Eph. 1:9-10). Together, they determined that the Son would be at the center of God’s
great eternal purpose so “that in all things He may have the preeminence” and the “first place in
everything” (Col. 1:18, NKJV and NASB).

V.

A Revelation of the Eternal Son
a) As we begin looking at the Son at the center of God’s ultimate intention, we first need a revelation
of the eternal Son, before He was Jesus.
b) Most of us only know Jesus of Nazareth, though some are familiar with the resurrected, ascended,
enthroned, and glorified Jesus revealed in the book of Revelation. Though vital revelations of
Christ, if we want a fuller, deeper, and richer understanding of Christ, we must go back to eternity
past, before creation, to when it was only the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Going back in
time to when it was only God, we see that the Son is the beginning, that He was hidden in the
Father's heart and has always been the object of the Father’s affection, that He and the Father have
always had an inseparable union, and that He is the radiance of God’s glory, the exact
representation of the Father’s nature, and the embodiment of all wisdom and knowledge. Let’s
look at this in more detail.
c) The Son is the beginning: Paul said that Christ “is the beginning” (Col. 1:18). This does not mean
the Son of God had a beginning, but that when you go back in time before the foundation of the
world and the creation of the angels, heaven, and the throne, the uncreated Son had no
beginning. In eternity past, the eternal Son “was with the Father” and “was from the beginning” (1
John 1:1-2). That is why the incarnate Son, Jesus Christ, could tell the Pharisees, “Before Abraham
was born, I am” (John 8:58). It’s also the reason why Isaiah saw the glory of the eternal Son,
enthroned and radiating the Father’s glory, over seven-hundred years before Jesus of Nazareth
was born (John 12:41; Isa. 6:1). John said, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God” (John 1:1-2).
d) The Son was hidden in the Father’s heart: John said, “No one has seen God at any time; the only
begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him” (John 1:18). The eternal
Son was hidden “in the bosom”—or the heart—of the Father in eternity past. If we were somehow
able to go back in time before creation, when it was only God dwelling in approachable light, we
would not have seen the Son, for He was hidden inside of the Father’s heart. Paul alludes to the
Son’s hiddenness when he says “the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God” and the
“hidden wisdom which God predestined before the ages to our glory” (Eph. 3:9; 1 Cor. 2:7). For
billions of years in eternity past, the uncreated Son was inside of the Father’s heart, hidden away in
the secret place of intimacy and love.
e) The Son has always been the object of the Father’s affection: Jesus said, “You loved Me before the
foundation of the world” (John 17:24). In eternity past, the Father burned with affection, rejoiced
with ecstatic joy, overflowed with pleasure, and delighted deeply in His Son. Paul referred to Christ
as “His beloved Son” or “the Son of His love” (Col. 1:13, NASB and NKJV). Jonathan Edwards said,
“The infinite happiness of the Father consists in the enjoyment of His Son.”17 The Father’s love for
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Jesus is not rooted in mercy or compassion, as if He had to lower His standards to one who was
unworthy. As John Piper said,
When we say that God loves the Son, we are not talking about a love that is self-denying,
sacrificial, or merciful. We are talking about a love of delight and pleasure. God is not
stooping to pity the underserving when he loves the Son. He is well-pleased with his Son.
His soul delights in the Son! When he looks at his Son he enjoys and admires and cherishes
and prizes and relishes what he sees. The first great pleasure of God is his pleasure in the
Son.18
As the Father gazed upon His Son in eternity past and beheld the excellencies of His beauty, glory,
and nature—the perfect balance of infinite majesty and transcendent meekness, infinite glory and
transcendent humility, infinite justice and transcendent grace, deepest reverence toward God and
equality with God, submission to the Father and absolute dominion, self-sufficiency and entire
reliance upon God—we can imagine the Father erupting with shouts of joy, “This is My beloved
Son in whom I am well-pleased.”19
f)

The Son was one with the Father: Jesus said, “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30). This union
between Jesus and the Father didn’t occur after the incarnation. Reading through John 17, you see
that the Father and the Son’s inseparable union spanned back into eternity past (John 17:10, 21-22,
24). What we see in the incarnation of Jesus was merely a continuation of the intimacy that the
Father and the Son shared for the billions and billions of years of the past eternal ages. Jesus said,
“The Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself is doing” (John 5:20). In
response, “Whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner” (John 5:19).
What a beautiful, unbreakable union of intimacy that the Father and the Son have always shared!
Jesus said, “All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son
except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son
wills to reveal Him” (Matt. 11:27). The inseparable intimacy and union between the Father and the
Son since eternity past was manifested and revealed throughout Jesus’ ministry. That’s why Jesus
could say, “The Father abiding in Me does His works....In that day you will know that I am in My
Father” (John 14:10,20). The only time that the Father and the Son have ever been separated since
eternity past was during those dark hours on the cross, when Jesus cried out, “My God, my God,
why have you forsaken Me?” (Matt. 27:46). No words could adequately describe the Father and the
Son’s eternal union and intimacy.

g) The Son is the radiance of God’s glory: The Father’s glory shines through the face of the Son. Paul
described it as “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6).
Hebrews 1:3 states that the Son “is the radiance of His glory.” That means the Father’s glory
radiates outward through the Son, for He embodies, expresses, and shines forth the glory of the
Father.
h) The Son is the exact representation of the Father’s nature: In the words of Paul, the Son is “the
image of the invisible God” (Col. 1:15). He is “the exact representation of His nature” (Heb. 1:3).
That’s why Jesus could honestly tell Philip, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9).
The eternal Son has always been an exact representation of the Father.
i)

The Son is coequal with the Father: Describing the humility of Jesus, Paul said that the eternal Son
“existed in the form of God” and was “equal with God” (Phil. 2:6, NASB and NKJV). The word equal
suggests “being the same in quantity, size, degree, or value” and is “a person or thing considered
to be the same as another in status or quality.”20 Thus, the eternal Son is not less than the Father,
but is coequal with the Father’s essence, nature, glory, and beauty.

j)

The Son is the embodiment of all wisdom and knowledge: Paul said that hidden within Christ are
“all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col 2:2-3). The eternal, uncreated, fully divine Son
has never been informed of anything, has never needed to consult with anyone, has never needed
to seek understanding, has never learned anything, and could never be taught by anyone (Isa.
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40:13-14). Even if all the brilliant minds since the creation of the world were able to gather
together, they would not be able to tell Christ something that He doesn’t already know. Because
the Son is the embodiment of all wisdom and knowledge, having “a true knowledge of” Him
results in “the full riches of complete understanding” (Col. 2:2-3, NASB and NIV).

VI.

The Son at the Center of God’s Ultimate Intention
a) Having laid a foundation of who the eternal Son is, let’s look at the Son at the center of God’s
ultimate intention.
b) In the eternal council, the Godhead decided that the Son would be the creator of all things, the
Way to the Father, the Truth and embodiment of God’s Word, the Life that would be imparted into
humanity, the pattern to which humanity would be conformed, the seed who would multiply into
a family of sons for the Father, the Bridegroom who would have a bride burning with the Father’s
love for Him, and the Lord of lords and King of kings. Let’s look at this in more detail.
c) The Son established as the Creator: In the eternal council, the Father and the Son decided that the
Son would be the Creator of the universe. Speaking of Christ, Paul said, “For by Him all things were
created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him” (Col. 1:16). When you
consider the wisdom and order of the universe—from the tiniest atom to the vast solar systems,
from the annoying sand gnats that swarm in your face in the summer heat to the majestic
Himalayas that peak 24,000 feet into the South Asia skies, from the complex food chain that
nourishes and sustains animals and humans to the miracle of childbirth—you stand in awe of the
infinite wisdom and knowledge of the Son who created all things. Just think about the intricacy of
how the human body and brain somehow coordinate perfectly with one another. Consider the
combined number of hours that doctors have studied the human body for over 6,000 years and
that they are still learning new things every day about what took the Son just a moment to create.
Contemplate the complexity of the creation, those things that we now take for granted, such as
the “redness of the rising sun, and the roundness of the moon, and the whiteness of the snow, the
wetness of rain, the blueness of the sky, the buzzing of bumble bees, the stitching of crickets, the
invisibility of wind, the unconscious constancy of heart and diaphragm, the weirdness of noses and
ears, the number of the grains of sand on a thousand beaches, the never-ceasing crash crash crash
of countless waves, and ten million kingly-clad flowers flourishing and withering in woods and
mountain valleys where no one sees but God.”21 When you realize that the Son created all of this
with just a few small phrases, when He said “let there be light,” “let the earth sprout vegetation,”
and “let the waters teem with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth,” just
who is He (Gen. 1:3-20)? As Job said, the complexity and order of creation are but “the mere edges
of His ways” (Job 26:14). The author of Hebrews said that “in these last days [God] has spoken to us
in His Son...through whom also He made the world” and that the Son is the one who “upholds all
things by the word of His power” (Heb. 1:2-3). By the Son’s word, the sun and the earth remain at
the perfect distance from one another, keeping us from overheating or freezing. By the Son’s word,
the earth continues rotating at a tilt of 23.5 degrees, allowing the seasons, with its associated
fluctuations in weather, to keep yielding the maximum amount of farmable lands around the
world. As Paul said, “In Him all things hold together” (Col. 1:17).
d) The Son established as the Way to the Father: In the eternal council, the Son was established as the
Way to the Father (John 14:6). No matter how good, righteous, or holy someone might be, they
simply cannot come to the Father but through the Son. This was established in the eternal council
of the Godhead and it will never be altered in the slightest. No amount of human compassion,
human goodness, charity, self-deprecation, good works, sacrifice, or prayer can bring a person to
the Father. The Son is the Way to the Father and the only One that can bring us into the eternal
fellowship that the Trinity has enjoyed forever.

e) The Son established as the Truth: In the eternal council, the Son was established as the Truth and
embodiment of God’s Word (John 14:6). In the Son, all of God’s treasures of wisdom, knowledge,
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truth, council, ways, purposes, and plans are fully embodied. The eternal Son’s “name is called The
Word of God” (Rev. 19:13). The entire Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, is a progressive revelation
of the Son, for “the volume of the book it is written of” Him (Heb. 10:7). Jesus told the most ardent
biblical scholars of His day, “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have
eternal life; it is these that testify about Me” (John 5:39). The Scriptures are not meant to be our god
but to point us to the Son of God, who is the Word and the full embodiment of the truth. The Bible
was not given to fill us with the knowledge of history or to recount the displays of God’s power
from the past. It was given to lead us to the Son, of whom Genesis to Revelation testify. Perhaps
the greatest example of this is when Christ preached Christ to the disciples on the road to Emmaus.
Luke records that “beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the
things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures” (Luke 24:27). As Christ revealed Himself in the
Torah, the Psalms, and the Prophets, He likely showed them that He was the Creator, the seed of
Abraham to whom the promises were made, the substance behind the shadows of the feasts, the
sacrifices, and the temple service, and the promised Messiah who would be incarnate in the womb
of a virgin, die for the sins of the world, be resurrected, and come again in glory. When Christ was
finished preaching what has to be the greatest sermon in history, the disciples’ “hearts [were]
burning within” them (Luke 24:32).
f)

The Son established as the Life: In the eternal council, the Son was established as the Life who
would fill humanity with the fullness of His indestructible life (John 14:6; Heb. 7:16). Jesus didn’t
become the Life when He was incarnated. He’s been the Life for eternity. John said, “What was
from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked
at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life—and the life was manifested, and we
have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was
manifested to us” (1 John 1:1-2). Notice that “the life was manifested.” That means the Son, who
has always been the Life, was incarnated in human flesh. He is the “Word of Life” that came “down
out of heaven, and gives life to the world” (John 6:33). The Son has always been the Life, but in the
eternal council, it was established that the Son would be the Life who would be imparted into
humanity, filling men and women with the life of the Son, ultimately leading to the fullness of
Christ in a people. Like John said, “He who has the Son has the life” (1 John 5:12). In the garden,
when God gave humanity the choice to eat from the tree of life, it was the Son’s life that was
contained in the fruit. If Adam had eaten from the tree of life, then the life of the Son would have
been imparted to him and then subsequently multiplied throughout the human race. We know
what happened, but thankfully, the fall did not deter God from His original intention of placing the
Son’s life into mankind, for the Son was forever established as the tree of life, the bread of life who
gives life to the world, the life-giving Spirit who would be imparted into humanity, the light of life
shining in the darkness, and the resurrection and the life who gives life to the dead (John 6:35; 1
Cor 15:45; John 8:12; John 11:25). You can see God’s eternal purpose clearly when Jesus said that
He “came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10).

g) The Son established as the pattern to which humanity would be conformed: In the eternal council,
the Son was established as the blueprint to which humanity was destined to be molded and
shaped. Paul revealed this when he wrote, “He also predestined [us] to become conformed to the
image of His Son” (Rom. 8:29). Like we saw in Session 1, the word “predestined” means that God
established His ultimate destiny for the human race before the foundation of the world. God’s
predetermined destiny that He offers to all mankind is to become an exact representation of the
Son. God’s eternal purpose is that we would have the Son’s lamb-like nature in us. That we would
be humble, meek, tender, selfless, generous, and sacrificial. That we would embrace the cross-life
as the way of life, continually laying ourselves down in sacrificial love, allowing death to work in us
so that life can work in others. The Son is the pattern and the blueprint to which humanity was
destined to be molded and shaped. We even see this in the creation of mankind, when the Father
and the Son said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness” (Gen. 1:26). Whose
image and likeness was mankind to be patterned after? It was the image of the Son, which God
established as the blueprint for all humanity. When God created mankind, the creative act did not
conform man into the image of Christ, for it was merely the first step toward His ultimate intention.
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Full conformity into the image and likeness of the Son would require the impartation of the Son’s
life into humanity—either through the fruit from the tree of life, or if man fell, through the finished
work of the cross. The main point, however, is that God’s ultimate intention is to mold and shape
us into the image of His Son.
h) The Son established as the seed who would multiply into a harvest of sons: In the eternal council,
the Son was established as “the firstborn among many brethren” (Rom. 8:29). Obviously, this
doesn’t’ mean that the Son was born, but that He would be the first Son—a seed who would
multiply into a harvest of Christ-like sons. This plan, according to Paul, was “predestined” (Rom.
8:29). Knowing the meaning of “predestined” in the Greek, we see that the Father’s plan to have a
family of sons was determined before the foundation of the world—or in the words of Paul, it was
based upon “the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord” in the eternal
council of the Godhead (Eph. 3:11). Paul reiterates this ultimate intention when he said, “He
predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself” (Eph. 1:5). In God’s eternal
council, the Son was established forever as the seed who would multiply into a harvest of sons—
men and women who would be conformed into the exact image and nature as the eternal Son. We
see the Son as the seed of a harvest of future sons in the great Messianic prophecy of the suffering
servant, when Isaiah said, “If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring”
(Isa. 53:10). The Hebrew word for “offspring” means “seed.”22 It was prophesied that Jesus’
atonement on the cross would produce a multiplication of His seed in a people, ultimately leading
to a harvest of sons, when at the end of the age, the “sons of the desolate one will be more
numerous than the sons of the married woman” (Isa. 54:1). This full harvest of Christ-like sons will
“possess nations and resettle the desolate cities” when Jesus reigns on the earth for one-thousand
years (Rev. 20:6). We also see the Son as a seed of a future harvest right before Jesus’ crucifixion,
when He said, “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it
bears much fruit” (John 12:24). Jesus, as a seed of wheat, gave His life to produce a bountiful
harvest of wheat, which He said were “the sons of the kingdom” that would come to full maturity
during the “harvest” at “the end of the age” (Matt. 13:38-39). It has always been the Father’s
ultimate intention to bring “many sons to glory” with or without the fall.
i)

The Son established as the Bridegroom: In the eternal council, the Son was established as the
Bridegroom who would have a bride burning with the Father’s love for Him. In Ephesians 1:17-18,
Paul encouraged us to pray for a revelation of God’s “inheritance in the saints” (Eph. 1:18). As
already stated, God’s inheritance consists of the Father having a family of Christ-like sons, the Spirit
having a temple that He fills unto fullness, and the Son having a bride. It’s no coincidence, as Paul
sought to unravel the mystery of God’s great eternal purpose, that he brings up the subject of the
bride of Christ in Ephesians 5:22-33, for the Son was established as the Bridegroom in the eternal
council of eternity past. John the Baptist said, “He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the
friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom’s
voice” (John 3:29). Jesus didn’t become the Bridegroom during His earthly ministry. Rather, God’s
eternal purpose established the Son as a Bridegroom forever. Regardless of the fall, God’s ultimate
intention has always been to provide His Son a worthy bride who is filled with His life, conformed
into His image, and is an exact representation of His nature. God’s eternal purpose established the
Son as a Bridegroom who would be joined forever to a people in union with His life and burning
with the same love that the Father had for Him in eternity past (John 17:26). Paul Billheimer, in his
book Destined for the Throne, said, “Creation has no other aim. History has no other goal. From
before the foundation of the world until the dawn of eternal ages God has been working toward
one grand event, one supreme end—the glorious wedding of His Son, the marriage supper of the
Lamb.”23 When Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a
wedding feast for his son,” He was heralding what the Godhead established as the eternal purpose
for the ages. And when the bride finally makes herself ready at the end of the age and “the
marriage of the Lamb has come,” what God purposed in eternity past will finally be realized (Rev.
19:7-9). The Bridegroom will have a worthy bride!
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The Son established as Lord of lords and King of kings: The eternal council established the Son as
the Lord of lords and King of kings. As we’ve already seen, Paul said he was called to “bring to light
what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all
things....This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our
Lord” (Eph. 3:9-11). Notice carefully that “the eternal purpose” is “the administration of the
mystery.” If all we had to go by was this passage of Scripture, this would remain a mystery because
it’s unclear what Paul is saying. However, if we cross-reference this passage with Ephesians 1:10,
where Paul described this “administration” in detail, we see that it’s all about “summing up...all
things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth.” Therefore, putting these two verses
together, we see that God’s eternal purpose is to sum up all things in Christ. With this in mind, let’s
take a deeper look at the word “summing up,” which is the Greek word anakephalaioō. The Greek
word anakephalaioō is derived from ana meaning “up” and kephale meaning “a head.”24 Digging a
little deeper, kephale refers to “anything supreme, chief, or prominent” such as a “master lord.”25
Thus, the word anakephalaioō refers to the gathering together of all things in heaven and earth
under the headship or Lordship of Christ. In short, God’s eternal purpose established the Son as the
Lord and King of the universe. That’s why Jesus has a name written on His robe and thigh, “King of
kings, and Lord of lords” (Rev. 19:16). The Son was established in the eternal council as the
preeminent One to whom every knee will bow—both in heaven, on earth, and under the earth—
and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father (Phil. 2:9-11).
According to God’s eternal purpose, Jesus Christ has “the name which is above very name”, “not
only in this age but also in the one to come” (Phil. 2:9; Eph. 1:21). As Paul said, “He is the head over
all rule and authority” (Col. 2:10).
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I.

The Church Has Replaced Christ in God’s House
a) In Colossians 2, Paul faced a similar situation that we are faced with today. In the church at
Colossae, the believers were being seduced away from Christ by human wisdom, philosophy, the
traditions of men, religion, the Law, and by an excessive focus on the supernatural. To curtail this
deception, Paul brought Christ back into the center of the conversation, exhorting the Colossians
to attain to “all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true
knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:2-3). In Paul’s own words, he made this statement “so that no one
will delude you with persuasive argument” (Col. 2:4).
b) In the church at Colossae, we see a direct confrontation between the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil and the tree of life. The Colossians, having been born of the Spirit and partakers of
the tree of life in Christ, were being seduced back to the tree of knowledge. Human reasoning and
logic were challenging life in the Spirit, attempting to persuade and deceive many believers back
to the tree of original sin. Moved by the burden of the Lord, Paul said, “See to it that no one takes
you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men,
according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ” (Col. 2:8).
c) Reading through Colossians 2, Paul detailed the snares that were attempting to deceive the
Colossians away from Christ, such as “philosophy” (literally “the love of wisdom”), “empty
deception,” “the tradition of men,” “the elementary principles of the world,” the “shadow[s]” in the
Law, “self-made religion” that delighted in “self-abasement,” “severe treatment of the body,” and
abstaining from touching and tasting certain foods, and an excessive focus on the supernatural,
including “the worship of the angels” and soulish visions.
d) To draw the Colossians back to the person of Jesus Christ, Paul contrasted the emptiness of all
human wisdom and soulish religion to the infinite treasures of Christ. Paul sought to break the
deception attempting to ensnare the Colossians by explaining who Christ truly is. He showed that
in Christ “all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form” (Col. 2:9). He revealed that Christ “is the
head over all rule and authority” (Col. 2:10). And he expounded upon Christ’s central role in our
redemption through His finished work on the cross (Col. 2:9-15).
e) What we see in Colossians is repeating itself in the church today. We have exalted everything
above the person of Jesus Christ. Sadly, the church has replaced Christ in God’s house. We’ve made
Jesus into a doctrine and have elevated the good things of God above God Himself, including
events, revival, miracles, God’s blessings, doctrines, the gifts of the Spirit, leadership principles,
cultural relevance, end-time prophecy, social justice, church growth, missions, discipleship, and
Israel.
f)

Rather than Christ being at the center of the church and union with His life fueling salvation,
revival, missions, doctrines, blessings, and gifts (as shown in the first picture on the next page), the
church has replaced Christ in God’s house and Jesus has just become a doctrine that is used to
benefit the church’s agenda (as shown in the second picture on the next page).
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g) Just as Paul directed the Colossians away from the good side of the tree of the knowledge by
expounding upon the beauty of Christ, I will attempt to do the same in this session. Because the
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church has replaced Christ in God’s house, my goal in this session is to show that the eternal Son
has been at the center of God’s redemptive and prophetic plan since eternity past, just as we saw
in the last session that He has always been at the center of God’s ultimate intention. We will see
clearly that in God’s eternal purpose, in His redemptive plan, and in His prophetic plan for
restoration, His goal is to gather together everything in heaven and earth under the headship of
Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:10). This is the blueprint that drives everything that God does.

II.

God’s Redemptive Plan Established in Eternity Past
a) As we begin looking at the Son at the center of redemption, let’s consider for a moment that God’s
redemptive plan was established in eternity past in the eternal council of the Godhead.
b) Peter said, “You were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way
of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and
spotless, the blood of Christ. For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has
appeared in these last times for the sake of you” (1 Peter 1:18-20).
c) After studying the Greek and extracting out the additional words inserted by the translators, the
Young’s Translation might be the best translation of what the Holy Spirit was trying to
communicate through Peter. This translation states that we were redeemed “with precious blood,
as of a lamb unblemished and unspotted—Christ's—foreknown, indeed, before the foundation of
the world, and manifested in the last times because of you” (1 Peter 1:19-20, YLT).
d) The idea is that God’s redemptive plan in Christ was “foreknown before the foundation of the
world.” As the New Living Translation put it, “God chose him as your ransom long before the world
began.” God’s redemptive plan, therefore, was established in eternity past in the eternal council of
the Godhead.
e) Knowing that mankind would choose the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and the path of
self-deification, the Father and the Son determined in eternity past that the Son would sacrifice
Himself in order to restore humanity to God’s ultimate intention. Yet, as stated previously,
salvation was never intended to become the end goal, as it has become in much of the church
today, but the means to God’s ultimate intention.
f)

The picture below illustrates the connection between God’s redemptive plan and His ultimate
intention.
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The Son at the Center of God’s Redemptive Plan
a) Just as the Son was at the center of God’s ultimate intention, He was also at the center of God’s
redemptive plan, requiring Him to become a Man, to be crucified as the atonement for our sins, to
become the New Covenant representative, and to be the head of a new creation of men and
women filled with His life. Let’s look at this in more detail.
b) The Son had to become a Man: In the eternal council, as part of God’s redemptive plan to restore
humanity to His ultimate intention, it was determined that God the Son would become a Man. The
eternal Son—the One who painted the night sky with the stars, put the planets into motion,
fashioned the most beautiful paradises of the earth, shaped the majestic mountains that take our
breath away, put the seasons in motion, created the weather patterns, and designed and formed
every animal species—would become a Man. The One who created man with His breath of life,
instilling all the intricate and masterfully designed parts of our being, including our brain, heart,
organs, soul, and spirit, would become an embryo in the womb of Mary. The Creator Himself would
became a creature. The Author would step into his own story as a character, entering the world He
created to the stench of animals and manure. The angels who worshiped Him from eternity past, in
the words of Sam Storms, would watch “Mary change His diapers!”26 The One who was once
surrounded by the glorious praise of angels would be surrounded by the “lowing of cattle, the
bleating of sheep, [and] the stammering of bewildered shepherds.”27 The One whose word
upholds the solar systems would coo and cry, as He exchanged “the robes of eternal glory for the
rags of swaddling clothes.”28 Without abandoning any of his deity, the eternal Son would become
a man in all of our frailty. God’s redemptive plan, established in the eternal council, required God
the eternal Son to assume human flesh without sacrificing any of His deity. This great mystery of
mysteries, whereby God the Son would become fully human without ceasing to be fully divine,
reveals the extent to which the Bridegroom would go to redeem the bride He so loves. When you
look at the incarnation from this perspective, you can see why Paul said, “It was the Father’s good
pleasure for all the fullness [of Deity] to dwell in Him [in bodily form]” (Col. 1:19; 2:9, emphasis
mine). The Greek word for “good pleasure” was frequently used in legal documents, and according
to Kittle, means that God resolved or decreed with pleasure that the fullness of deity should dwell
in the body of Christ.29 This decree, that the eternal Son would become a Man, was made in the
eternal council of the Godhead in eternity past.
c) The Son established as the atoning sacrifice for our sins: In the eternal council, as part of God’s
redemptive plan to restore humanity to His ultimate intention, it was determined that God the Son
would be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. As we just saw, the Godhead determined before the
foundation of the world that the blood of Christ—the blood of the spotless, blameless Lamb—
would be the source of our redemption (1 Peter 1:19-20). Only the blood of Christ provides
forgiveness, justification, reconciliation, and eternal redemption. The eternal council established
that the Son’s crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, and enthronement would be the
basis of our restoration to God’s original intention. Before the foundation of the world, the
Godhead determined that the Son’s death on the cross would be the substitute whose sacrifice
would fully satisfy God and would restore mankind to God’s eternal purpose.
d) The Son established as our New Covenant representative: In the eternal council, as part of God’s
redemptive plan to restore humanity to His ultimate intention, it was determined that God the Son
would be our New Covenant representative. Hebrews 9:15 states that Christ “is the mediator of a
new covenant.” Though a detailed explanation of covenant is beyond the scope of this class, to be
brief, covenants were a formal, solemn, and binding agreement that joined two parties together as
one. In biblical days, covenants were a common way to secure alliances, pacts, and treaties.
Covenants were often secured by a blood sacrifice and joined two parties together based upon a
common agreement, often extending to future generations. Whenever a covenant was cut
between two parties, a covenant representative was always selected on behalf of each group.
These representatives entered the covenant on behalf of everyone in their party and would thus
bind the entire group to the expectations of the covenant agreement. Everyone who belonged to
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a particular party was considered to be "in" its representative, so that everything the representative
did and agreed to in making the covenant would be imputed to each member of the group. Thus,
whatever the covenant representative did and agreed to in the covenant ceremony would be
reckoned to be true of everyone in the covenant representative’s party. Being fully God, Jesus was
the covenant representative of the Father, and being fully man, Jesus was the covenant
representative of humanity. Therefore, everything that belongs to us, namely our sins, was
imputed to Jesus, and everything that belongs to Jesus, namely His righteousness, crucifixion,
death, burial, resurrection, ascension, and enthronement, was imputed to us. This imputation,
established in the eternal council, becomes our legal position and the basis for God’s dealings with
us, ultimately leading to our restoration to God’s eternal purpose.
e) The Son established as the head of a new creation: In the eternal council, as part of God’s
redemptive plan to restore humanity to His ultimate intention, it was determined that God the Son
would be the head of a new creation. If Adam had not chosen the forbidden fruit, he would have
eventually eaten from the tree of life, partaken of Christ’s life, and then the life of Christ would have
been subsequently multiplied throughout the human race. When Adam sinned, however, he
became the head of the Adamic race—a creation of fallen men and women whose spirits were
dead to God, whose hearts were hardened, and whose body and soul were coupled together,
forming what the Bible refers to as “the flesh” (Gal. 5:16-17). From the fall onward, mankind has
been dominated by the flesh, as the five senses of the body, coupled together with the mind, will,
and emotions of the soul, have determined the course of humanity. Paul referred to this creation as
the old creation under Adam’s headship (Rom. 5:14; Rom. 6:6; 1 Cor. 15:22). Whenever anyone is
born, they automatically belong to this Adamic race, born with a dead spirit, a hard heart, and a
body coupled together with their soul. In the words of Jesus, “That which is born of the flesh is
flesh” (John 3:6). The good news, however, is that in the eternal council, as part of God’s
redemptive plan, the Godhead determined that the Son would be the head of a new creation. Paul
said that Christ is “the firstborn from the dead” and the “firstborn of all creation” (Col. 1:15,18).
When Jesus was resurrected, He became the firstborn Son of a new creation of men and women
who would be born of the Spirit. This new creation, established by the New Covenant, would have
a new spirit, a new heart, and the Spirit of Christ would dwell in them (Ezek. 36:26). The eternal
council determined that the Son would be the head of this new creation, the only creation in God’s
created order, who would have God’s life in them. What a beautiful plan of redemption and
restoration that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit established in the eternal council!

IV.

The Eternal Purpose of the Ages
a) Now that we have seen the Son at the center of God’s redemptive plan, let’s look at the Son at the
center of God’s prophetic plan. Before diving into this, however, let’s look a little closer at what
Paul meant by God’s eternal purpose (Eph. 3:11).
b) When Paul said, “This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ
Jesus our Lord,” the phrase “eternal purpose” actually means “the purpose of the ages.” Thus,
God’s ultimate intention, established in the eternal council, is the purpose that has driven every
age thus far and will drive every subsequent age into eternity.
c) The Greek word for “eternal” is aiōn and it signifies “time viewed in relation to what takes place in
the period.”30 According to Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, “The force
attaching to the word is not so much that of the actual length of a period, but that of a period
marked by spiritual or moral characteristics.”31
d) Based upon these definitions, aiōn or age, is an indeterminate period of time in which God has a
specific “to-do” list. It is a period of time marked by God’s specific mission, objective, and mode of
operation. It’s a period of time in which God seeks to achieve unique goals.
e) Consider the following Scriptures that describe the concept of ages:
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•

“Tell us, when will these things happen, and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of
the end of the age” (Matt. 24:3): What we normally consider “the end of the world” is
actually the end of this present age and God’s current mode of operation;

•

“That He might rescue us from this present evil age” (Gal. 1:4): The age that we presently
live in is characterized by the reign of sin and by the rule of evil;

•

“Whose minds the god of this age has blinded” (2 Cor. 4:4, NKJV): Satan is the god who
rules this present evil age;

•

“To whom be the glory forevermore” (Gal. 1:5): The actual translation should be “to whom
be the glory from the ages to the ages.” This shows that there will likely be an infinite
number of ages for eternity, where in each unique age the Lord will accomplish a specific
mission or task in His creation;

•

“So that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:7): There are likely an infinite number of unique ages that
will span into eternity, and when we see our role in each of these ages, we will praise God
for His incredible grace and kindness for giving us such an amazing destiny in Christ;

•

“To bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden
in God” (Eph. 3:9): God’s plan to gather everything under the headship of Christ was hidden
in the past ages of history;

•

“The powers of the age to come” (Heb. 6:5): Occasionally, we are permitted to experience
the power of God in this age, which is uniquely reserved for the age to come, when Jesus
returns and rules from Jerusalem;

•

“The Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign forever and ever” (Rev. 22:5): Again,
the literal translation should be “they will reign from the ages to the ages.” This shows that
the bride of the Lamb will have kingdom authority in each of the unique ages that spans
from the Lord’s return into eternity.

In summary, the Scriptures reveal that there are distinct ages in which God has a specific mission,
unique goals, and a predefined objective that He seeks to accomplish. This divine initiative is in
accordance with “the purpose of the ages” that was established in God’s eternal council. It is the
blueprint that drives all that God has done or will ever do.

The Ages Revealed in Scripture
a) Now that we understand how the Lord works in unique ages, in which He has a specific mission or
objective that is intended to work towards the fulfillment of His ultimate intention, let’s look at the
ages revealed in the Scriptures.
b) Keep in mind that each of these ages are marked by God’s specific purpose and mode of
operation, ultimately leading to the restoration of His ultimate intention.
c) The ages revealed in Scripture are shown in the chart on the next page.
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d) Let’s take a moment and discuss these specific ages. Understanding this will help us see how Christ
has been at the center of the ages as God works all things after His eternal blueprint. Furthermore,
understanding this will lay an essential foundation for the entire Lifeschool curriculum.
e) Age of the Gentiles: The Age of the Gentiles spans from Adam to Abraham and is characterized by
unrestrained sin. Perhaps the best description of this age is Genesis 6:5-6, which states, “Then the
Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts
of his heart was only evil continually. The Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and
He was grieved in His heart.” Until the Abrahamic Covenant, there was no hope for the continual
evil in fallen man’s wicked heart.
f)

Age of Israel: The Age of Israel is marked by three phases: 1) The Abrahamic Covenant; 2) The Law;
and 3) The Prophets.32

The Abrahamic Covenant contains the promises that the Lord made to Abraham when He called
him out of Babylon and promised him the land of Israel. This covenant has been the basis for God’s
dealings with the nation of Israel ever since and was the foundation for the coming of the Messiah
and the gospel. This covenant contains blessings for prosperity, healing, a blessed family, and a
fulfilling destiny.

The Law is the second phase of God’s unique dealings with Israel and contained the moral
requirements for holy living, the ceremonial requirements for worshiping God, and the civil
requirements for how the moral requirements would be executed in society.

The Prophets are the third phase of God’s unique dealings with Israel and contained the promises
of the coming Messiah, His suffering, His return, and His reign from Jerusalem when He makes
Israel the praise of the earth.
g) Gospel Transition: Jesus said, “The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John; since that
time the gospel of the kingdom of God has been preached” (Luke 16:16). John the Baptist’s
ministry brought a transition from the Age of Israel, characterized by the Law and the Prophets, to
the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Thus, the three-and-a-half-year ministry of Jesus
was a transitional period leading to the Church Age.
h) Church Age: God has many objectives that He seeks to accomplish during the present Church Age,
but perhaps the most important is putting Christ in a people. As Paul said, “Christ in you” is “the
hope of glory” (Col. 1:27). The Church Age can be characterized by Christ the King reigning in the
hearts of His people and establishing His kingdom rule within them. Jesus said that “the kingdom
of God is within you” (Luke 1721, NKJV). The Church Age, therefore, is about the internal kingdom
being established within God’s people.

Lifeschool International | www.LifeschoolInternational.org

Page 31

Session 3: The Son at the Center of Redemption and Restoration

God’s Eternal Purpose

i)

Prophetic Transition: As we crossover from the present Church Age to the Kingdom Age when
Jesus returns and rules from Jerusalem, there will be a period of transition characterized by birth
pains, worldwide peace and safety, and then by the great and terrible day of the Lord. This
prophetic transitional period is described in the Old Testament prophets, but is most clearly seen
in the book of Revelation.

j)

Kingdom Age: The Kingdom Age is when Jesus returns, sets up His kingdom in Jerusalem, and
rules over the nations for one-thousand years (Rev. 20:6). Whereas the Church Age is characterized
by the internal kingdom established within a people, the Kingdom Age will be characterized by the
external kingdom of God extending outward from Jerusalem into the nations. This will be a time of
unprecedented peace, prosperity, righteousness, and glory. It will be a period when heaven
invades earth, all of God’s enemies are defeated, Satan and his demons are bound for a thousand
years, and Jesus rules the nations with a rod of iron. In the Kingdom Age, the world will be
transformed into a lush paradise, harmony will be restored between humanity and creation, and
worship will fill the planet as the glory of God covers the earth like the waters cover the sea.

k) Eternal Ages: Following the Kingdom Age, after Christ and His bride have subdued the nations,
conquered kingdoms, and established the universal reign of the Lamb, “then comes the end, when
He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father” after “He has abolished all rule and all
authority and power” (1 Cor. 15:23-24). When all the nations are subjected to the Son, “then the
Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him, so that God may be
all in all” (1 Cor. 15:28). The eternal ages begin with the creation of a new heaven, a new earth, and
the new Jerusalem coming down from heaven to earth (Rev. 21-22). Though we know there will be
specific ages throughout eternity, each with a unique mission and objective, these ages are still a
mystery. Nevertheless, we do know that the bride will reign with the Lamb from the ages to the
ages (Rev. 22:5). Filled with the life of the Son and conformed into His exact likeness, the bride will
be sent into the vastness of creation with governmental authority to expand the kingdom of God
during each distinct age of eternity (Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 22:5; Isa. 9:7; Phil. 4:20).
l)

The main point is that God’s eternal purpose defines the ages. God’s ultimate intention,
established in the council of the Godhead in eternity past, is the blueprint that has driven the ages
of history and will define the ages of eternity.

m) Just as the Son was at the center of God’s redemptive plan, He is also at the center of God’s
prophetic plan. Specifically, the Son is at the center of the Abrahamic Covenant, the Law, the
Prophets, the church, the transition from the Church Age to the Kingdom Age, and the ages to
come. Let’s take a few moments to look at this.

VI.

The Son at the Center of the Abrahamic Covenant
a) The Abrahamic Covenant, in the Lord’s own words, was a “covenant between Me and you and your
descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant” (Gen. 17:7). This
covenant contains some of the greatest blessings in history, such as God’s promise to bless
Abraham, to make his name great, to give him the land of Israel, and to bless him with prosperity,
health, destiny, a great family, success, protection from enemy attacks, and a joyful heart.33
b) When the Lord cut covenant with Abraham, He was looking far beyond Isaac to the New Covenant
that He would make with His Son. Paul said, “The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the
Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, ‘All the nations will be
blessed in you’” (Gal. 3:8). According to Paul, when the Lord made a covenant with Abraham, He
was looking forward to the gospel.
c) The eternal Son, prefigured by Isaac who was a type and shadow of Christ, was ultimately the One
to whom God was making His promises (Heb. 11:17-19). Paul said, “Now the promises were spoken
to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, ‘And to seeds,’ as referring to many, but rather to
one, ‘And to your seed,’ that is, Christ” (Gal. 3:16).
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d) Clearly, the eternal Son is at the center of the Abrahamic Covenant and was the One to whom the
Lord was ultimately looking toward as He spoke His blessings and promises over Abraham and his
seed.

VII.

The Son at the Center of the Law
a) Paul told the Colossians that “no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect
to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day—things which are a mere shadow of what is to come;
but the substance belongs to Christ” (Col. 2:16-17).
b) Since the word for “substance” means “body,” Paul was basically saying, “Christ is the One who is
casting the shadows that you see in the Law.”34 Just like our bodies cast a shadow when we’re
outside in the bright sun, Christ was the One casting the shadows of the feasts and the sacrifices
contained in the Law.
c) When the Jewish people were celebrating Passover in 33 A.D., as they brought their perfect lambs
to Jerusalem to be examined and sacrificed by the priest, Jesus, the spotless and blameless Lamb,
was being examined by the Jewish leaders and was later sacrificed as the Passover Lamb for the
sins of the world. When He rose from the dead three days later, Jesus fulfilled the Feast of FirstFruits by becoming the “first fruits of those who are asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20). And as Jews gathered
from the surrounding nations to Jerusalem to celebrate Pentecost about a month-and-a-half later,
Jesus baptized His disciples in the Holy Spirit and with fire. The true meaning of Pentecost is not a
feast to be celebrated every year. Rather, it’s the reality of Christ coming into His people to take up
permanent residence within them. Whereas Passover was Christ for us, Pentecost was Christ in us.
d) When Jesus came the first time to tabernacle among men (John 1:14), it was a partial fulfillment of
the Feast of Tabernacles. When Jesus returns the second time as the reigning King, He will
completely fulfill this festival as “all the nations...go up from year to year to worship the King, the
Lord of hosts, and to celebrate the Feast of Booths [the Feast of Tabernacles]” (Zech. 14:16).
e) Christ is the One who was casting the shadows in the feasts of Passover, First-Fruits, Pentecost, and
Tabernacles. The eternal Son is the substance and fulfillment of every feast of Israel.
f)

In addition, the eternal Son was the One casting the shadow of the Mosaic sacrificial system. The
purity laws, the statues regarding the priesthood, the sacrifices, the offerings, and the instructions
about the tabernacle and temple worship were all types and shadows that pointed to Christ. After
reading the book of Hebrews, it’s clear that Jesus is the perfect sacrifice, the high priest of the New
Covenant, and that He inaugurated a new method of worship in spirit and truth; therefore, all of
the statues pertaining to the priesthood, sacrificial system, and temple in the ceremonial Law have
been replaced by Jesus and the finished work of the cross.

g) The eternal Son, as the One casting the shadows of the feasts, the priesthood, the temple worship,
and the sacrifices, was plainly at the center of the Law.

VIII.

The Son at the Center of the Prophets
a) Paul said that “Christ is all, and in all” (Col. 3:11). When you study the Old Testament Prophets, each
of them were ultimately pointing to the eternal Son, to whom all of the promises pertained. Let’s
look at a few Messianic prophecies to see how the Son was at the center of the Old Testament
Prophets.
b) The prophecy of Isaiah is thoroughly Christ-centered. From beginning to end, you see hints of the
supremacy of Christ scattered throughout his prophetic message. Beginning in Isaiah 4:2, Isaiah
said that the “Branch of the Lord will be beautiful and glorious” when He rules from Jerusalem
during the Kingdom Age. Building upon this theme, he said that “your eyes will see the King in His
beauty,” when the “majestic One, the Lord” becomes “a place of rivers and wide canals...on which
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no mighty ship will pass” (Isa. 33:17-21). There, on Mount Zion, the eternal Son will be
“judge...lawgiver...[and] king” (Isa. 33:22, emphasis mine). If there were any question of this
Messianic King’s identity, Isaiah said that “a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and
the government will rest on His shoulders” (Isa. 9:6). This would not just be any Jewish boy, but the
eternal Son incarnated, for Isaiah said that this child would be both the “Mighty God” and the
“Eternal Father” (Isa. 9:6). As both the root and the offspring of David, the eternal Son would sit “on
the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and
righteousness...forevermore” (Isa. 9:7). As a result, “The nations will resort to the root of Jesse, who
will stand as a signal for the peoples; and His resting place will be glorious” (Isa. 11:10).
c) The beauty of the eternal Son incarnated is also seen in Isaiah’s prophecy of the suffering servant
in Isaiah 53, whose substitutionary death resulted in justification for many and is producing a
harvest of sons conformed into His image and likeness (Isa. 53-54). In addition, the eternal Son is
the servant of Isaiah 42 in whom the Father delights, who is divinely commissioned to bring justice
to the nations, to become a covenant for the people, to be a light that shines in the darkness, to
liberate the captives, and to open blind eyes (Isa. 42:1-4, 6-7). Called from the womb, the eternal
Son incarnated has a mouth “like a sharp sword” and He is “a select arrow...hidden...in His quiver”
who will restore Israel and be the salvation that extends into the nations (Isa. 49:1-8).
d) Let’s cut right to the chase: The only reason that Jerusalem will become the praise of the earth
during the Kingdom Age is because Jesus Christ will be there in all of His glory (Isa. 62:7).
e) Continuing with the Old Testament Prophets, Daniel saw the “Son of Man....given dominion, glory
and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him. His
dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will
not be destroyed” (Dan. 7:13-14). Jeremiah said that the Son of David would “reign as king and act
wisely and do justice and righteousness in the land” (Jer. 23:5). Haggai referred to the eternal Son
as the “Desire of All Nations” to whom the people will flock during His earthly reign (Hag. 2:7,
NKJV).
f)

IX.

Undoubtedly, the Old Testament Prophets are thoroughly Christ-centered, for the Father decreed
in the eternal council of the Godhead that His Son would have the preeminence in everything. This
blueprint of God’s eternal purpose has defined and marked the ages from creation to eternity,
including the age when God spoke through the Old Testament Prophets.

The Son at the Center of the Church
a) As previously stated, the Church Age is about the internal kingdom of Christ being established
within His people. Since later sessions will look at this in detail, we won’t spend much time here
discussing Christ at the center of the church. Nevertheless, it’s important to point out that the
revelation of Jesus Christ is how He builds the church.
b) Jesus said, “Upon this rock [the revelation of Jesus Christ] I will build My church; and the gates of
Hades will not overpower it” (Matt. 16:18, emphasis mine).
c) Jesus builds His church by revelation of Himself—not by knowledge, information, manifestation,
human wisdom, creative eloquence, or fashionable trends. A revelation of Jesus Christ and a
revelation of His Word is how Jesus builds His church. There is simply no other way that He builds
it.
d) Since the revelation of Jesus Christ is how the church is built and since Paul warned about building
the church upon another foundation, you clearly see God’s ultimate intention of placing His Son at
the center of all things in the Church Age (1 Cor. 3:10-11).
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The Son at the Center of the Transition to the Kingdom Age
a) The book of Revelation contains the most details about the transition from the Church Age to the
Kingdom Age. Though many become obsessed with the identity of the antichrist, the harlot
Babylon, and the four horsemen of the apocalypse, we have to understand that this end-time
prophecy is “the revelation of Jesus Christ” (Rev. 1:1).
b) Jesus Christ is at centerstage in the transition to the Kingdom Age. “The Lamb in the center of the
throne” is the One at the center of end-time prophecy as God works to fulfill His ultimate intention
(Rev. 7:17).
c) The church is very familiar with the Jesus of Christmas, the Jesus of Easter, and the Jesus taught in
Sunday School, but most believers don’t know the Jesus revealed in the book of Revelation. As we
will see in a moment, Jesus Christ is no longer a baby in the manager, the man from Galilee, or
even a broken man on the cross. He is the resurrected, glorified, and exalted Son of God.
d) When John saw Jesus, he fell down as a dead man. John, the one who walked closer to Jesus than
anyone in history, was so overwhelmed by the resurrected and glorified Son of God that it almost
killed him (Rev. 1:17). As the book of Revelation makes clear, Jesus’ face shines like the sun in its
strength, His mouth is like a sharp sword that will strike down the nations, and He is the Lion of
Judah who is coming to take over the earth and rule the nations with a rod of iron (Rev. 1:12-18;
5:1-5; 19:15).
e) Reading through the book of Revelation and seeing the transition to the Kingdom Age, it’s clear
that Jesus is a righteous judge who will purify the church with strong correction as He makes His
bride ready (Rev. 2-3; 19:7-9). He is also the only One worthy to open the book containing God’s
redemptive plan for the earth and to break its seven seals, which will unleash judgments that
remove everything resisting God’s ultimate intention from being fully accomplished (Rev. 5:5).
f)

We also see Jesus as a mighty Warrior dressed for battle, who will crush the antichrist—the
cruelest, fiercest, most ruthless dictator in history—with the mere breath of His lips (2 Thess. 2:8).
He will make war against the ungodly nations and vanquish them completely (Rev. 19:11-16).
Those who refuse Jesus’ amazing love, tender mercy, and eternal salvation will be destroyed by
Him when He returns. As a mighty Warrior, Jesus will obliterate everything that opposes God’s
ultimate intention.

g) As King of kings and Lord of lords, Jesus will take His great power and begin to reign over the
nations (Rev. 11:17; 19:16). He will overthrow evil governments, setup His kingdom in Jerusalem,
and rule over the nations with justice and righteousness.
h) The book of Revelation, which details the transition from the Church Age to the Kingdom Age, is
thoroughly Christ-centered. It’s clear that God’s eternal blueprint has established Christ at the
centerstage of end-time prophecy as He works toward the fulfillment of His ultimate intention.

XI.

The Son at the Center of the Kingdom Age
a) When Jesus returns, He will reign from Jerusalem “for a thousand years” (Rev. 20:6). In that day,
“the Lord will be king over all the earth” and He “will be the only one, and His name the only one”
(Zech. 14:9). Jesus, the Warrior-King, will bring low everyone who is proud and exalted and He
“alone will be exalted in that day” (Isa. 2:17).
b) Psalm 2 is a Messianic prophecy that accurately describes Jesus’ rule during the Kingdom Age. In
this prophecy, we see that the Father will install His Son as King upon Mount Zion, the holy
mountain of the Lord in Jerusalem (Ps. 2:6). As the “heir of all things,” Jesus will inherit the nations
as His very own possession and will crush those who resist His rule with a rod of iron, shattering
them like earthenware (Heb. 1:2; Ps. 2:8-9).
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c) Toward the end of Psalm 2, you see the thoroughly Christ-centered nature of this prophecy when
the Lord says, “Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish in the way, when His wrath is kindled
but a little” (Ps. 2:12, NKJV). What a beautiful command to “kiss the Son”! It’s a word that means to
pay homage and show a public display of honor and respect.35
d) During the Kingdom Age, the nations will flock to Jerusalem to worship King Jesus, whose name
will be the only name exalted during that time (Zech. 14:16). His government will extend into the
farthest reaches of the earth and He will have the preeminence in all things.
e) Enthroned in Jerusalem, Jesus—the Prince of Peace—will be the reason why “nation will not lift up
sword against nation” and why the nations “never again...learn war” (Isa. 2:4). At the centerstage of
the earth, Jesus will be the executive, judicial, and legislative branches of the nations as they
stream to Him in order to learn of His ways, to walk in His paths, to hear His counsel, and to receive
the administration of His justice (Isa. 2:3-4).
f)

XII.

As we have seen, the Kingdom Age will be thoroughly Christ-centered. Jesus will be at the
centerstage of the earth during His millennial reign, for God’s eternal purpose to gather all things
in heaven and on earth under the Lordship of His Son will be accomplished (Eph. 1:10).

The Son at the Center of All Things
a) In summary, we clearly see that in God’s eternal council, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
established a blueprint with the Son at the center of all things.
b) Specifically, the Son is at the center of God’s ultimate intention, His redemptive plan, and His
prophetic plan for all ages, spanning into eternity. This blueprint drives all that God has done and
will ever do.
c) God’s ultimate intention is the purpose of the ages that has defined and marked the ages from
creation to eternity.
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A Summary of God’s Original Intention
a) Now that we understand God’s eternal council that determined God’s original intention, His
redemptive plan, and His prophetic plan and having seen that the Son is at the center of it all, let’s
start this session by summarizing God’s original intention.
b) The chart below will help us understand this better.

c) God’s Eternal Purpose (A): God’s eternal purpose, established in the eternal council of the Godhead
in eternity past, is the blueprint that drives everything that God has done or will ever do. This
blueprint is God’s ultimate intention that transcends the fall of man and will be accomplished.
God’s ultimate intention was for the Son to be the center of all things; for His life to be imparted
into humanity, progressively filling them with the fullness of the Son’s life; for mankind to be
conformed into the image and likeness of the Son; and for God to have an inheritance in a
people.36
d) Creation (B): God didn’t create the universe because He was bored and needed something fun to
do. Creation was not some random event that God performed for divine entertainment. God
created the galaxies, the solar systems, the earth, and mankind for His eternal purpose. The
blueprint from the eternal council drove creation, including the creation of humanity, for God’s
intention was to put His life into men and women. This is unique among God’s created order, for
even the angels, the cherubim, and the seraphim can only relate to God externally, not internally.
Only humanity was destined in the eternal council of the Godhead to have the life of God within
them. When the Lord took the dust of the earth and released His breath into it, Adam was created
as a “living soul” that was innocent, pure, and childlike.37 However, he was not holy, righteous,
godly, or Christ-like because He didn’t have God’s life within him.
e) Choice (C): In God’s eternal council, it was determined that mankind would have to make a moral
choice before the Lord would place His life into him. The two choices were:
•

1: The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.
Humanity was given the choice to be their own god, to live independently from the Lord,
to have the knowledge of what was good and evil, to make decisions based upon what was
right in their own eyes, and to govern themselves.

•

2: The Tree of Life.
Humanity was given another option to surrender their independence, to have the life of
the Son imparted into their spirit, and to undergo a gradual death to their self-life by
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embracing the exchanged life, where man would live by the life of another—the very life of
the Son of God.38
f)

Son’s Life (D): If Adam had followed God’s original intention and eaten from the tree of life, then he
would have exchanged his independence for spirit-to-Spirit union with the Son. The life of the Son
would have been imparted into Adam’s spirit and he would have surrendered his self-life
contained in the soul for the life of Christ in his spirit. Subsequently, the implanted life of Christ
would have been multiplied through Adam and Eve to the entire human race.39

g) Fullness of Life (E): If Adam had eaten from the tree of life, the life of the Son would have gradually
increased within Adam until his soul was filled with the fullness of Christ.40 The life of Christ within
Adam would have been unlimited and without measure, eventually conforming Adam into an
exact representation of the Son.41 Adam would have been in full union with the eternal Son,
conformed into His image and likeness, and he would have become a fully mature son of God.42
h) God’s Inheritance (F): If Adam had eaten from the tree of life, he would have eventually been the
head of a creation of sons who were an exact representation of the eternal Son.43 Thus, the Father
would have a family of sons patterned after His beloved Son.44 The Son would have a bride in full
union with His life, nature, and character, who loved Him with the Father’s fiery passion and
pleasure.45 And the Spirit would have a temple in which He dwelled in fullness.46 This inheritance of
the Godhead—the Father’s sons, the Son’s bride, and the Spirit’s temple—would be brought into
the Father’s heart with the Son, would share in the eternal joy and delight of the Godhead forever,
and would be sent into the vastness of creation with governmental authority to expand God’s
kingdom during each distinct age of eternity.47
i)

II.

With this overview in mind, let’s dive deeper into the details of God’s eternal purpose for His Son to
be the Life who would be imparted into a creation of men and women. This session will cover
points A-D in the chart above while later sessions will cover points E-F.

The Son Established as Life for Humanity
a) John said, “He who has the Son has the life” (1 John 5:12).
b) The Son has always been the Life, but in the eternal council, it was established that the Son would
be the Life who would be imparted into humanity, filling men and women with the life of the Son,
ultimately leading to the fullness of Christ in a people.
c) If you search the New Testament for the word “life,” you quickly realize how often the Scriptures
referred to the Son as the Life. You see that life is in the Son and that He is the light of life; you see
that the Son gives life to humanity and that He is a life-giving Spirit who is imparted into His those
who receive Him; and you see that the Son is to become our life, as we exchange our self-life for
the indwelling life of Christ in us. Let’s take a moment to read several Scriptures that highlight
these important truths.
d) Life is in the Son
•

“In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men” (John 1:4, emphasis mine).

•

“For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in
Himself” (John 5:26, emphasis mine).

•

“I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will
never thirst” (John 6:35, emphasis mine).

•

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me” (John
14:6, emphasis mine).
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“What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what
we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life—and the life was
manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with
the Father and was manifested to us” (1 John 1:1-2, emphasis mine).

e) The Son Gives Life to Humanity

f)

•

“For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to
whom He wishes” (John 5:21, emphasis mine).

•

“You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that
testify about Me; and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life” (John 5:39-40,
emphasis mine).

•

“For the bread of God is that which comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the world”
(John 6:33, emphasis mine).

•

“These have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and
that believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31, emphasis mine).

The Son’s Life in Humanity
•

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you
have no life in yourselves” (John 6:53, emphasis mine).

•

“He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life”
(1 John 5:12, emphasis mine).

•

“But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will
give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life” (John 4:14, emphasis
mine).

•

“He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will flow rivers of living
water’” (John 7:38, emphasis mine).

•

“I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10, emphasis mine).

g) Christ as the Life-Giving Spirit
•

“So also it is written, ‘The first MAN, Adam, BECAME A LIVING SOUL.’ The last Adam became a
life-giving spirit” (1 Cor. 15:45, emphasis mine).

•

“It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are
spirit and are life” (John 6:63, emphasis mine).

•

“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death”
(Rom. 8:2, emphasis mine).

•

“Who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit;
for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life” (Rom. 8:11, emphasis mine).

•

“But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ
Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in
you” (Rom. 8:11, emphasis mine).

h) Christ as Our Life
•

“When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory” (Col.
3:4, emphasis mine).
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In summary, the eternal Son is the bread of life, the resurrection and the life, the Word of life, and
the light of life. He is the life-giving Spirit imparted into all who believe in Him, giving life to their
spirit, heart, soul, and body. The Son has life in Himself, He gives life to those who believe in Him,
and He wants to release His life in fullness to those who yield wholly to Him. The Son’s life is a well
of water in His people that springs up into rivers of living water that flow abundantly outward to a
dark and desperate world. The Son is to become our life, where He lives His life in us and through
us, empowering us to walk in newness of life and to be saved by the power of His indestructible
life.

Christ in You—the Hope of Glory
a) Now that we have seen that life is in the Son and that He is a life-giving Spirit who is imparted into
all who believe in Him, let’s spend some time now looking at God’s ultimate intention, established
in the eternal council, to place Christ’s life in His people.
b) Paul wrote,
Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on
me for your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God, that is,
the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been
manifested to His saints, to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory
of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory (Col. 1:25-27).
c) What an incredible statement! Since there is so much packed into this passage, let me simplify the
main point of what Paul was expressing. He was saying, “The mystery which has been hidden from
ages and from generations, but now has been revealed....is Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col.
1:26-27, NKJV).
d) Although Paul does not explicitly use the phrase “eternal purpose,” “eternal council,” “before the
foundation of the world,” or “predestined” in this passage, when you consider both the context of
this verse in Colossians and also some of the language that Paul used in these verses, it’s clear that
Paul was looking back before the foundation of the world to God’s ultimate intention for creation.
e) To prove this point, let’s extract some key phrases that Paul used in this passage and compare it
with Ephesians 3:1-11, which clearly describes God’s “eternal purpose” (Eph. 3:11). The table below
summarizes this.
Colossians 1:25-27

Ephesians 3:1-11

I was made a minister according to the
stewardship from God bestowed on me for
your benefit (Col. 1:25).

If indeed you have heard of the stewardship of
God's grace which was given to me for you
(Eph. 3:2).

So that I might fully carry out the preaching
of the word of God (Col. 1:25).

To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was
given, to preach to the Gentiles the
unfathomable riches of Christ (Eph. 3:8)

The mystery which has been hidden from
the past ages and generations, but has now
been manifested to His saints (Col. 1:26).

That by revelation there was made known to
me the mystery....my insight into the mystery of
Christ, which in other generations was not
made known to the sons of men, as it has now
been revealed to His holy apostles and
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prophets in the Spirit....To bring to light what is
the administration of the mystery which for
ages has been hidden in God who created all
things (Eph. 3:3-5,9).

f)

IV.

Since there is such amazing parallels between these two passages, it’s safe to say that God’s
ultimate intention, with or without the fall, was to place the life-giving Spirit of Christ in humanity.
God’s eternal purpose is Christ in you, the hope of glory! God’s blueprint established in the eternal
council was for His Son to be the Life that was placed within a creation of men and women.

Jesus Came to Give Us Abundant Life
a) Jesus said, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). Notice that Jesus
came to give us life. Can you see God’s ultimate intention in this statement? Because God’s eternal
purpose was for the Son’s life to be implanted into humanity, the Father sent His Son to earth. The
blueprint established in the eternal council, which decreed that the Son’s life would be imparted
into mankind, drove Jesus’ coming to earth and His entire ministry.
b) Unfortunately, prosperity gospel preachers have hijacked this verse to justify having your best life
now. They falsely preach that Jesus came to give you an abundant life, claiming that “King’s kids”
should have the best house, the best cars, the best clothes, and live their best life now. This false
doctrine is deeply disconnected from God’s eternal purpose for the Son’s life to be imparted into a
people. Rather than rightly interpreting this passage from eternal thought, eternal purpose, and
eternal desire, prosperity gospel preachers are leading many astray from God’s ultimate intention.
c) Jesus did not come to give us an abundant life; He came to give us abundant life. His life in us in
seed form that eventually becomes like rivers of living water that flow out of us in abundance. Can
you see the difference between the false prosperity gospel and the true gospel? The prosperity
gospel is rooted in the here-and-now. The true gospel is rooted in the blueprint that was
established in the eternal council of the Godhead before creation.
d) In Jesus’ statement from John 10:10, we see two aspects of Jesus’ life in us. First, we see the initial
impartation of His life into us— “that they may have life.” This life is imparted into our spirit in seed
form the moment we are born again. Second, we see that God intends for the life of Christ in seed
form to blossom and mature until we “have it abundantly.”
e) The Greek word for “abundantly” is perissos and it means “superabundant (in quantity)...by
implication, excessive.”48 According to Thayer’s Greek Lexicon, perissos means “exceeding some
number or measure or rank or need.”49 It means “over and above, more than is necessary, superior,
extraordinary, surpassing.”50 This means Jesus intends for His life to be released in us in fullness—
without limits, without hindrances, and without measure.
f)

God’s eternal purpose, established in the eternal council, decreed that the Son’s life would be
implanted into humans in seed form and would eventually increase to an overflowing abundance
of life so excessive and extraordinary that Paul could only describe it as “the fullness of Christ” (Eph.
4:13).

g) This progression from the seed of Christ in us to the fullness of Christ in us is similar to Ezekiel’s
vision of the river in the temple. It begins as a trickle, increases to the ankles, rises to the knees,
surges upward to the waist, and then it overflows to such a degree that you can only swim in it
(Ezek. 47).
h) God’s original intention was for all humanity to have the fullness of Christ’s life within them. This is
unique among God’s created order, for even the angels, the cherubim, and the seraphim can only
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relate to God externally, not internally. Only humanity was destined in the eternal council of the
Godhead to have the life of God within them.
i)

What a beautiful plan that our loving Father decreed before the foundation of the world that we
would have the life-giving Spirit of Christ within us—an internal intimacy and union with our
Creator that is unique among all creation! Christ in you, as life, progressively released into your
heart, soul, and body until His fullness fills you fully and overflows to a dark and desperate world.
This has always been God’s original intention.

j)

God loved us so much that He wanted to be inside of us! Have you ever thought about that? The
Godhead burned with such a desire to be inside of humanity that Jesus ended His High Priestly
Prayer, which revealed His heart and intentions perhaps more than any other passage of Scripture,
with a prayer to be “in them” (John 17:26). Wow! Jesus chose to end His most heart-felt prayer
recorded in the Scriptures by expressing His burning desire to be within us. What a loving, good,
and gracious God we have!

k) I am so thankful that Jesus didn’t come to give us an abundance of material blessings, as prosperity
gospel preachers claim, but an abundance of His uncreated, indestructible, dead-raising, and
universe-creating life!

V.

Adam Became a Living Soul
a) Now that we understand God’s eternal purpose to impart the life of the Son into humanity (point A
in the diagram above), let’s look at creation from the perspective of ultimate intention (point B in
the diagram at the beginning of the session).
b) God didn’t create Adam because He was bored and wanted some divine entertainment. God’s
creation of male and female was not some random, arbitrary act of spontaneity. Rather, God
created humanity for His eternal purpose, which was established in the eternal council before the
foundation of the world.
c) Humanity is unique among God’s created order, for only men and women were made to have
God’s life within them. The angels, the seraphim, and the cherubim will never have God’s life
internally. They can only and forever relate to God externally. Mankind is a one-of-a-kind creation
that God designed for the specific purpose of dwelling within. Christ in you, the hope of glory,
motivated God to create Adam and Eve. Humanity was created for the exclusive opportunity to
become the dwelling place of God’s Spirit.
d) Notice God’s ultimate intention in the creation of mankind, when the Father and the Son said to
one another, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness” (Gen. 1:26). Mankind is
not some arbitrary blob that has evolved over millions of years from apes. Rather, we are the oneand-only creation, among God’s entire created order, to be patterned after His Son and given the
exclusive privilege of having internal intimacy and union with the Creator. God created Adam and
Eve for the sole purpose of placing the life-giving Spirit of His Son within them, so that His Son
would become their very life.
e) When God created Adam, he was specifically designed to become the habitation of God. The
Scripture says, “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul” (Gen. 2:7, KJV). The “dust of the ground”
refers to Adam's body. The Lord’s “breath of life” refers to the creation of Adam's spirit, for the
Hebrew word for breath can also be translated spirit. And it is clear from this Scripture that Adam
“became a living soul.” Thus, Adam—and all mankind thereafter—was created as a spirit, soul, and
body (See also 1 Thess. 5:23).
f)

God created Adam's spirit with the innate ability to communicate with the spirit realm, to know
God intuitively, and to have an awareness of God. Adam's spirit had a sharp sensitivity to the Spirit
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of God, which enabled him to quickly sense God's presence, discern His voice, and commune with
Him. Adam's spirit made him God-conscious.
g) Adam's soul was comprised of his mind, will, and emotions. With his mind, Adam had thoughts, an
intellect, wisdom, knowledge, reasoning, logic, ideas, and creativity. With his will, Adam had the
power to make decisions—he could choose God's will or his own; he could live in submission to
God or independently of Him. And with his emotions, Adam had the ability to love or hate, to be
happy or sad, to be fearful or depressed, and to be passionate or complacent. Adam's soul defined
his personality and made him self-conscious.
h) Adam's body is how he communicated with the material world through his five senses of taste,
touch, smell, sight, and sound. Adam's body was driven by four primary desires: eating, sleeping,
reproduction, and comfort. Adam's body made him world-conscious.
i)

In God's original design, Adam's spirit was the most important part of his being, for his spirit was
designed to commune with God. Adam’s spirit was created for God’s eternal purpose of spirit-toSpirit union with the life of the Son. Though Adam’s life was originally in his soul, where his self-life
resided, God’s intention was for Adam’s spirit to eventually become the leader that directed his
soul and body. In other words, God designed Adam to be spirit-oriented, if only he would eat from
the tree of life.

j)

Adam was created morally neutral, neither holy nor sinful, but innocent—childlike. He had no
knowledge of good and evil, no sense of right or wrong, and no power to make wise and sound
moral judgments. Some would say that Adam was an underdeveloped man.

k) Though it was the Father’s intention to mold him into the image of His Son (“let Us make man in
Our image”), Adam was not created Christ-like. For that to happen, Adam would have to eat from
the tree of life, have the life of Christ imparted into him, and mature through obedience until
Christ’s life filled him in fullness.
l)

VI.

Created as a “living soul,” Adam’s self-life in his soul was the power-source that drove him. His
intellect, emotions, and desires, uncorrupted by the fall, dictated how Adam lived. Though God
created Adam with a spirit, His spirit was not developed because God’s life was not in him. Though
he communicated with God by his spirit and though his spirit was pure and morally innocent,
Adam’s spirit was not righteous, holy, or Christ-like because God’s Spirit was not in him. For that to
happen, Adam would have to make a moral choice between self-rule or the Lordship of Christ.
Thus, the reason for placing two trees in the garden.

Two Trees in the Garden
a) Today, when many people think of the two trees in the garden, they view it as some type of
fairytale that you would read about in a kid’s book. It’s viewed as one of those Sunday School
stories that’s cute when you were a kid but doesn’t have any real or practical benefit for adults.
Some even look at it with derision and discredit those who believe it actually happened, mocking
them as unintelligent, uninformed, and unenlightened. How the crafty serpent in the garden has
worked overtime to undermine one of the most important realities in history!
b) Unfortunately, many Bible teachers, leaders, and pastors have been so influenced by humanistic
thought and wisdom that they never discuss the importance of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil and the tree of life. Yet human history has forever been marked and defined by what
happened in the Garden of Eden some six-thousand years ago!
c) For the purposes of this class, we have to understand that the Lord placed the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil and the tree of life in the garden in order to establish His eternal
purpose. These two trees were placed in the garden with a definite purpose, aim, and plan. The
Lord was giving mankind the opportunity of being the only creation in God’s created order to have
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His life within them. Yet Adam would be required to make a moral choice before the life of the Son
was imparted into him (Point C in the diagram at the beginning of the session).
d) God would not make mankind His inheritance and make us coheirs with His Son before testing us
to see if we would choose the path of humble, dependent obedience upon God as true and
authentic lovers. That is why God put the tree of knowledge of good and evil in the garden. He
wanted Adam to make a moral choice between self-governance or Spirit-reliance.
e) If you search the Bible for the “tree of life,” here’s what you will find. The tree of life is mentioned in
Genesis 2-3, but it’s removed from the earth after the fall. Though the tree of life is mentioned four
times metaphorically in the book of Proverbs, we don’t see the actual tree of life again until
Revelation 2:7, when Jesus offers it as a reward to those who overcome losing their first love.
Following this, we see the tree of life once again having a prominent role in the new Jerusalem as
the eternal ages commence (Rev. 22:2,14,19).
f)

What does this mean? Simply that the tree of life was part of God’s original intention. He offered it
to mankind in the beginning, He offers it to the overcomers now, and it will have a prominent role
in the new Jerusalem throughout eternity. Therefore, the tree of life has always been part of God’s
purpose for the ages. This highlights the Father’s eternal desire to impart the life of His Son into
humanity in seed form and for His life to increase into an overflowing river of abundant life within
His people.

g) What if God allowed us to go back in time and see the two trees in the garden? Have you ever
thought about what that would look like and be like? I suppose, with the hindsight of knowing the
ways of God revealed in the Scriptures, that the tree of the knowledge of good and evil would have
been by far the most attractive and alluring tree in the garden while the tree of life would have
been ordinary and unappealing.51 The tree of knowledge likely had a seductive pull on the soul, a
magnetic force that drew the thoughts, the emotions, and the desires of Adam and Eve under the
enchanting power of lust. After all, the tree “was good for food,” enticing the desires of the will; it
was “a delight to the eyes,” stirring the emotions; and it was “desirable to make one wise,”
stimulating the mind (Gen. 3:6). The tree’s allurement to the soul was freedom and liberty,
independence, wisdom and knowledge, a self-governed life, and the ability to do what was right in
their own eyes without having to consult and rely upon God. This tree offered Adam and Eve the
opportunity to “be as gods, knowing good and evil” (Gen. 3:5, KJV).
h) Knowing what we know about the gospel and ultimate intention, the lowly and humble tree of life
was likely a precursor to the cross, which would have struck a death-blow to Adam and Eve’s soul,
ending their independent way of life in exchange for the imparted life of Christ.52 Eating from the
tree of life would have made Adam and Eve partakers of God’s divine nature, imparting the life of
the Son—including His holiness, righteousness, humility, and love—into their spirits. Their DNA
would have been forever altered, transforming them into children of God who lived in momentby-moment dependence upon the Father. Adam would have been the head of a new creation
infused with God’s indestructible life—the leader of a race of men and women in union with God,
connected to Him spirit-to-Spirit, and living in constant reliance upon His leadership.

VII.

Adam Was Mankind’s Covenant Representative
a) When God gave Adam a moral choice between the two trees, he was making a covenant with all
humanity (Hosea 6:7). Adam was the covenant representative for every man and women born after
him. The fate of mankind hinged upon Adam’s decision.
b) As mentioned in Session 3, whenever a covenant was cut between two parties, a covenant
representative was always selected on behalf of each group. These representatives entered the
covenant on behalf of everyone in their party and would thus bind the entire group to the
expectations of the covenant agreement. Everyone who belonged to a particular party was
considered to be "in" its representative, so that everything the representative did and agreed to in
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making the covenant would be imputed to each member of the group. Thus, whatever the
covenant representative did and agreed to in the covenant ceremony would be reckoned to be
true of everyone in the covenant representative’s party.
c) As the covenant representative of humanity, Adam’s choice would be imputed to all subsequent
generations as if they made the same choice themselves. If Adam chose the fruit from the tree of
knowledge, then his sinful choice would be imputed to all humanity as if they chose the forbidden
fruit as well. On the other hand, if Adam chose the fruit from the tree of life, then his obedience
would be imputed to all humanity as if they had obeyed God.
d) Not only would Adam’s choice be imputed to the human race, but also the nature embodied in the
fruit of Adam’s choice would be imparted into the DNA of mankind. If Adam chose the fruit from
the tree of knowledge, then a self-centered, antichrist-nature would be imparted into the DNA of
every man and women born after him, forever affecting and transforming the nature of their spirit,
soul, and body. On the other hand, if Adam chose the fruit from the tree of life, then the life of the
Son would be imparted into the DNA of humanity after him, ultimately leading to the fullness of
the Son’s life filling their spirit, soul, and body.
e) Paul alludes to this covenant dynamic in Romans 5:12-14, where he taught that we are sinners in
Adam, not because we sinned like him, but because we sinned in him. In other words, we are not
sinners because we imitated Adam’s sin (sinning like Adam), but rather his sin was imputed to us
because he was the covenant representative of humanity. Therefore, we are constituted sinners by
imputation as if we made the same fateful decision as Adam in the garden. Following on the heels
of imputation is impartation, where Adam’s selfish, proud, independent, and antichrist nature was
imparted to all men and women after him, releasing a gradual increase of sin, selfishness, and
death throughout the entire human race. Jesus confirmed this when He said, “That which is born of
the flesh is flesh” (John 3:6). The flesh is the coupling of the unredeemed body to the unrenewed
soul and is the nature that characterizes the entire Adamic race.
f)

VIII.

Seeing this covenant dynamic in the Scriptures, logic tells us that the reverse would have also been
true. That is, if Adam, as the covenant representative of humanity, had eaten from the tree of life,
his moral choice to obey God would have been imputed to the entire human race as if they had
also obeyed God. Following this, the life of the Son, contained in the tree of life, would have also
been imparted to subsequent generations, making Adam the federal head of a new creation of
men and women filled God’s indestructible life. Just as Adam’s sin, selfishness, and death gradually
spread throughout the human race, we would have seen the opposite transpire, where the life of
Christ would have gradually increased in mankind’s spirit, soul, and body, leading to the fullness of
Christ released throughout Adam’s linage.

The Fall
a) Fully aware of the price of eating from the tree of life, Adam made a slow and purposeful decision
whether or not to eat from the tree of life. Unfortunately, we know how the story ended as Adam
made the deliberate choice to eat from the tree of knowledge, and as a result, a deep and
penetrating self-love was awakened in his soul.
b) When Adam made the fateful decision to eat from the tree of knowledge, the forbidden fruit killed
Adam’s spirit and awakened his soul into a state of prideful autonomy, transforming Adam into a
self-conscious and self-aware man (Gen. 3:6-7).
c) With his eyes opened, Adam became soul-oriented—his own independent god who was
knowledgeable and wise, but severed from the prior fellowship that he shared with His Creator.
Furthermore, Adam’s choice aligned him with Satan, making him the head of a race of people with
an evil heart and proud soul. Adam now had knowledge of good and evil; he was wise and could
make decisions apart from God. But the consequences of his decision was death rather than life.
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d) In Adam, because of the effects of the tree of knowledge, all of us are born with a dead spirit, a
hard heart, and our body and soul are coupled together, forming what the Bible refers to as the
flesh. We are born with a fallen soul filled with prideful independence and a narcissistic obsession
with ourselves. We are born as self-sufficient men and women, having the power in ourselves to
form independent judgments and to decide between good and evil. The fruit from the tree of
knowledge has severed our moment-by-moment reliance upon God and made us a self-centered,
independent, self-reliant, and rebellious race of men and women. In Adam, humanity chose the
path of self-deification.
e) With the two paths set before him—the life of the eternal Son or the independent self-life—Adam
unfortunately chose to become his own god and to live independently of His Creator. Adam's sin,
in alliance with Satan, delayed God's eternal purpose of having a new race of sons who would
radiate God's glory. In choosing to become a wise and cultured soul, Adam was cut off from the
divine life and became an independent agent of the enemy.
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The Missing Piece of the Puzzle
a) Over the past twenty years, the Lord has progressively taught me many wonderful truths. In the
mid-nineties, I spent five to ten years studying the bride of Christ and the importance of making
ourselves ready. Along the way, I also began learning about the importance of prayer, fasting, and
worship. Following this, for a ten-year period, I buried myself in books and commentaries about
the end times, researching all the details about the great and terrible day of the Lord and how the
end of the age would unfold. With this understanding firmly established, I then immersed myself in
Paul’s epistles, studying Romans, Ephesians, Colossians, Galatians, and Philippians meticulously,
learning the beauty of justification by faith, our legal position in Christ, what it means to be a new
creation, and the life-changing power of grace. For the past five years, I’ve focused upon the
overcomers of Revelation 2-3 and their unique destiny for the next age and the ages to come.
During this twenty-year journey, I also studied the book of Acts and saw the importance of the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, revival, and the church impacting culture through preaching,
miracles, signs, and wonders.
b) As enlightening and transforming as this journey has been, I always felt that I was missing
something. This was especially true a few years ago, when I spent several months teaching about
the foundations of the gospel from the book of Romans. I knew that the gospel was not God’s
ultimate intention, but I couldn’t quite figure out the puzzle piece that I was missing, though I
knew intuitively that it was a vital piece that connected all the other pieces to give a clear picture
of God’s grand masterplan.
c) It was not until recently, when I went to hear Terry Bennett teach, that I began receiving a
revelation of God’s eternal purpose. Early in the morning in Dickson, Tennessee, drinking a cup of
coffee in the lobby of our hotel while my wife was sleeping, the Holy Spirit began teaching me
from the book of Ephesians. For the first time, I realized that Paul wrote this book to unveil one of
his greatest passions—God’s eternal purpose that was established before the foundation of the
world. My eyes were opened and I saw how the entire book of Ephesians was given to reveal God’s
eternal plan to His people. I was so filled with joy and excitement that I couldn’t wait to get home,
start writing, and begin teaching these life-changing truths!
d) Perhaps the greatest thing I learned was that God’s eternal purpose was like the missing piece of a
puzzle that connected all the other pieces that I had learned about over the past twenty years. See
the picture below to see what I’m talking about.
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e) For example, I saw how the bride of Christ, as an inheritance for the Son, was God’s ultimate
intention established in the eternal council of the Godhead. I realized that the gospel, which Paul
wrote about so frequently, was much deeper than merely getting us saved from hell; it was God’s
redemptive plan that restored us back to His ultimate intention. I also became uncomfortably
aware that ninety-nine percent of my prayers would be unnecessary if the fall had not occurred
and that so much of my praying was not centered in God’s eternal purpose. Instead, my prayers
were largely self-centered requests focused on me getting what I wanted rather than God getting
what He wanted.
f)

I also saw how the end times were not just some random time frame where a mean and angry God
pours out His wrath upon a wicked and perverse generation while the antichrist is permitted to
terrorize God’s people. Instead, my eyes were opened to see that the end of the age is when God’s
ultimate intention, established before the foundation of the world, would begin to be fully
accomplished. Furthermore, after being enlightened about God’s original plan for mankind, my
study of the overcomers from Revelation 2-3 made much more sense, for it was God’s intention
from the beginning for humanity to be coheirs with His Son and for us to rule and reign with Him
as His equally-yoked bride.

g) I also realized what had been missing from so many calls for revival. Though I’m undoubtedly in
favor of revival, I always wondered, “Then what?” I couldn’t quite answer the “then what?” part of
the question until I understood God’s ultimate intention. Once my eyes were opened, however, I
understood that a revival, where the church is awakened, the Spirit is poured out, and massive
numbers of lost people get saved, must lead back to God’s ultimate intention or else much of it will
fall far short of what God desires. Revival, from God’s perspective, is always for the ultimate
purpose of making the bride ready, of increasing the Father’s family of Christ-like sons, and of
releasing the life of Christ into the heart and soul of His people in fullness.
h) In addition, understanding God’s eternal purpose helped me realize that many of the blueprints for
today’s popular church models are not based upon God’s eternal purpose. Take, for example, the
popular Seeker-Sensitive Church model. This model, which has swept through the western world,
aims to create a church service that is so excellent and attractive to the unchurched that attenders
will love it, will come back the next Sunday, and will invite several friends to come with them. To
achieve this goal, the church service is crafted to give attenders an uplifting experience with
quality music that stirs the emotions and a culturally relevant message that stimulates the mind.
This model, uniquely designed and created for the seeker, has produced many good results,
including leading many people to Christ, helping the unchurched come back to church, and
jumpstarting millions in their Christian journey. So we praise God for that! Anything that leads
people to Christ is worth applauding. Nevertheless, the Seeker-Sensitive Church model makes it
very difficult, if not impossible, for God’s ultimate intention of having a worthy bride for His Son
and a family of Christ-like Sons to be fulfilled. Why? Because this model is inherently self-centered.
It is a model based upon seekers getting what they want rather than God getting what He wants.
Though this model attracts multitudes of people, it rarely, if ever, exhorts attenders to take up their
cross and to deny themselves—a critical component of the bride making herself ready and of
God’s children maturing into Christ-like sons.
i)

II.

With all of this in mind, let’s spend the rest of this session looking at how God’s eternal purpose is
the missing puzzle piece that connects the gospel to His ultimate intention. Specifically, let’s look
at how the gospel restores us back to God’s original plan for mankind.

Original Intention and Redemption

a) As we saw in Session 4, if the fall had not occurred, there would have been no need for the cross.
The tree of life would have imparted the life of Christ into Adam and Eve and transformed them
progressively into the image of the Son. Subsequently, the implanted life of Christ would have
been multiplied through Adam and Eve to the entire human race, making Adam the federal head
of a creation in full union with the eternal Son.
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b) Because Adam chose the forbidden fruit, however, God’s ultimate intention was delayed. As the
covenant representative of humanity, Adam’s choice has affected the entire human race for over
six-thousand years, both imputing his choice to us and imparting his nature in us. Now that
mankind is inherently selfish and hostile to God, the cross became an absolute necessity to restore
us back to God’s ultimate intention.
c) See the chart below that shows how the cross restores us back to God’s ultimate intention.

d) Seeing this, let’s look at how the gospel gets us realigned with God’s ultimate intention.
Specifically, let’s focus on how the work of the cross gets us back to what Adam lost and how the
way of the cross leads us toward God’s eternal purpose.

III.

The Work of the Cross and the Way of the Cross
a) While Jesus was being crucified, He cried out with a loud voice, "It is finished" (John 19:30). With
this statement, the self-centered, antichrist nature of the entire Adamic race—all of the good and
all of the evil—was dealt a brutal death-blow on the cross.
b) On the cross, all that was of the Adamic race was imputed to Jesus Christ, and when He went into
the grave, sin, self, and death went with Him. What the "last Adam" accomplished on the cross is
the only solution for all the ramifications of the first Adam's transgression in the garden, for in
Adam all are sinners but in Christ all are righteous; in Adam all are condemned but in Christ all are
justified; in Adam all will die but in Christ all have eternal life (1 Cor. 15:45).
c) Jesus’ death on the cross has dealt with the old creation in Adam once-and-for-all and has paved a
way for mankind to be restored to God’s original intention. This is the work of the cross.
d) The work of the cross is what Jesus finished for us and determines our legal position, for in Christ
we are constituted righteous, crucified, dead, buried, resurrected, ascended, and enthroned. 53 That
means we are the righteousness of God in Christ and have died to sin, self, and the Law through
our union with Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection.54 This legal position is imputed to us through
the finished work of the cross. Connecting this to God’s eternal purpose, it is the work of the cross
that restores us to the place where Adam would have initially been if he had eaten from the tree of
life.
e) The way of the cross, on the other hand, is what the Holy Spirit finishes in us as He works to
harmonize our living condition with our legal position. It is the way of the cross that actualizes the
finished work of the cross in our daily experience. It is not enough for us to only have a constituted
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position of righteousness; we must become righteous in how we live. It is not enough for us to be
positionally crucified, buried, and resurrected; we must allow the Holy Spirit to conform us to the
death of Christ so that we might also experience His resurrection life. Whereas the work of the
cross is a constituted position based upon covenant, the way of the cross is life-based, where we
learn to live by the life of Another—the very life of God’s Son who lives in us.
f)

The work of the cross restores us to where Adam would have been initially if he had eaten from the
tree of life while the way of the cross is how we move from the imparted life of Christ toward the
fullness of Christ and God’s ultimate intention.

g) The table below summarizes the distinctions between the work of the cross and the way of the
cross.
The Work of the Cross

The Way of the Cross

Jesus finished it for us.

The Holy Spirit is finishing it in us.

Determines our legal position.

Establishes our living condition.

Is constituted and imputed to us because of
covenant.

Is actualized in our experience as the Holy Spirit
progressively becomes our life.

h) The two charts below illustrate how the work of the cross and the way of the cross relate to
ultimate intention.
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Six Truths Related to the Work of the Cross
a) As previously stated, the work of the cross is what Jesus finished for us, it determines our legal
position, and it restores us to where Adam would have initially been if he had eaten from the tree
of life. Though this is a vast subject that is covered in-depth in an entire Lifeschool class, let’s
summarize six important truths about the finished work of the cross so that we can better
understand how it relates to God’s ultimate intention.
1. The blood of Jesus wholly satisfies God.
•

When the eternal, uncreated, fully divine Son of God became a Man and died on the cross,
Jesus' perfect blood fully satisfied God. Through Jesus’ work on the cross, God satisfied
Himself by substituting Himself for us. Jesus died as our substitute and His sacrifice has
completely satisfied the Father.

•

As our substitute, Jesus sacrificed Himself by shedding His blood and it’s His blood that
atones for our sins. The blood of Christ is at the heart of the atonement and provides for
the forgiveness of sins, justification, redemption, reconciliation, access to the presence of
God, a cleansed conscious, and victory over the devil's accusations.55

2. All that is true of Christ is imputed to us.
•

As previously mentioned, whenever a covenant was cut between two parties, a covenant
representative was always selected on behalf of each group. These representatives entered
the covenant on behalf of everyone in their party and would thus bind the entire group to
the expectations of the covenant agreement. Everyone who belonged to a particular party
was considered to be "in" its representative, so that everything the representative did and
agreed to in making the covenant would be imputed to each member of the group. Thus,
whatever the covenant representative did and agreed to in the covenant ceremony would
be reckoned to be true of everyone in the covenant representative’s party. This can be
summarized by the phrase imputation by representation.

•

Since impute is not a familiar word to most of us, let me quickly define it. To impute is to
attribute or ascribe to a person; to assign as a characteristic; to credit to one's account; or to
reckon something as belonging to someone.
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•

In a legal sense, the term imputed is used to place responsibility or blame on one person
for acts of another person because of a particular relationship, such as a mother to a child, a
guardian to a ward, an employer to an employee, or a business associate to a business
associate. For example, a child's negligence in driving a car without a license may be
imputed to the parent. Did the parent drive the car without a license? No. But in a court of
law, because of the parent's relationship to the child, the child's offense is imputed to the
parent, so that the parent is treated by the judge as if they drove without a license.

•

As our covenant representative in the New Covenant, all that is true of Christ is imputed to
us and we are therefore reckoned to be righteous, crucified, dead, buried, resurrected,
ascended, and enthroned.56

•

Because we are in Christ, who is our covenant representative, our legal position is that we
are righteous and dead to sin, to self, and to the Law.57 Legally speaking, we are seated with
Christ in heavenly places and are overcomers.58 This is our constituted legal position
because of the finished work of the cross by our covenant representative and it is the basis
for all of God’s dealings with us.

3. We are justified by faith.
•

Because the righteousness of Christ has been imputed to us, we are justified by faith in the
finished work of the cross. Paul said, “The free gift [the gift of imputed righteousness] arose
from many transgressions resulting in justification” (Rom. 5:16, emphasis mine).

•

Justification is a judicial pronouncement that one is innocent in a matter and is therefore
acquitted from every charge, accusation, and punishment. Think of justification as the
opposite of condemnation. When a judge pronounces condemnation, the person
condemned is deemed guilty of a crime and is sentenced to some form of punishment,
whether time in jail, the revoking of a driver's license, or community service. Justification,
on the other hand, means that a judge reviewed a case carefully, found the accused
innocent, pronounced a verdict of not guilty, and withheld any form of punishment.

•

Justification is different from pardon. Whereas pardon removes a penalty or debt,
justification goes a step further and bestows a righteous status. Pardon says to the guilty,
"You may go free; you have been released from the penalty that your sin deserves."
Justification, on the other hand, says, "You may go free, for you are righteous in the matter
in which you were accused." Pardon is the remission of punishment, though guilty;
justification is the declaration that no ground for punishment exists. Thus, justification
involves two components: the declaration of righteousness and the remittal of
punishment.

•

Justification not only differs from pardon but also from sanctification. To justify is to declare
or to pronounce righteous, not to make righteous. Sanctification is to make righteous. Put a
little differently, justification gives us a new status while sanctification gives us a new
nature. Every justified believer has been regenerated and is now progressing down the
road of sanctification.

4. The Holy Spirit dwells in our spirit the moment we are born again.
•

Without the indwelling Spirit, there is no born-again experience, no salvation, no eternal
life. Paul made this clear when he said, "If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does
not belong to Him" (Rom. 8:9). He also exhorted the Corinthians to test and examine
themselves to see if they were truly in the faith. The litmus test of salvation is that "Jesus
Christ is in you—unless you fail the test" (2 Cor. 13:5).

Lifeschool International | www.LifeschoolInternational.org

Page 52

Session 5: The Gospel and Ultimate Intention

God’s Eternal Purpose

•

Because of the indwelling Spirit, we have within us shekinah glory, rivers of living water,
resurrection life, creative power, divine enablement, truth, help in times of need, the
anointing enabling us to do God’s will, the life and virtue of Christ, the wisdom and
knowledge we need to solve problems and make sound decisions, and the kingdom of
God.59

•

As we saw in Session 4, God’s eternal purpose has always been “Christ in you, the hope of
glory” (Col. 1:27). Through the finished work of the cross, God’s ultimate intention of
putting Christ in humanity has been realized, for the life of Christ has been implanted
within us through the Holy Spirit, who is called the “life-giving” Spirit and the “Spirit of life
in Christ Jesus” (1 Cor. 15:45; Rom. 8:2). The moment we were born again, the life of Christ
was implanted within our spirit in seed form.

5. We are new creations in Christ.
•

Over five-hundred years before Christ was born, Ezekiel prophesied what would transpire
in the New Covenant, stating, "I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you;
and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will put
My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to
observe My ordinances" (Ezek. 36:26-27).

•

Ezekiel said that God would do four things in transforming us into new creations, which
are: 1) Put a new spirit within us; 2) put His Spirit within us; 3) remove our heart of stone;
and 4) give us a new heart that is soft and pliable.

•

Because of the finished work of the cross and the indwelling Holy Spirit, our spirit has been
raised from the dead and is now one with the Holy Spirit, a partaker of the divine nature,
righteous, holy, and complete, and recreated in the image and likeness of God.60 Not only
that, but when we were born again, we were given a new heart that was cleansed from sin
and is now being prepared and molded for the Spirit of Christ to dwell in fully.61

•

The finished work of the cross and the indwelling Holy Spirit have made us fundamentally
new creations. We are not mere men and women, like those of the Adamic race; we are a
new creation with a righteous spirit, a new heart that has been cleansed from sin and is
now being shaped into a dwelling place of the Spirit, and we have the same Spirit who
raised Jesus from the dead dwelling inside of us.62 When we have a revelation of what it
means to be new creations in Christ, everything changes!

6. We are children of God and the betrothed bride of Christ.
•

When we were born of the Spirit, we became children of God with the Son’s very own DNA
implanted into our spirit.63 We now have Christ’s spiritual genetics as part of our innate
spiritual nature, making us children of God. John said, “See how great a love the Father has
bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God” (1 John 3:1).

•

Not only has the finished work of the cross transformed us into God’s very own children,
but we were also betrothed to Christ as His bride. All who have said “yes” to Christ's
finished work on the cross have participated in a betrothal ceremony with Jesus, the
Bridegroom God (2 Cor. 11:2).

•

Just as the betrothal ceremony in the ancient Jewish wedding system was a legally binding
commitment—requiring a certificate of divorce if the couple wanted to separate before the
actual marriage ceremony—we have been joined to Christ as His bride by the new birth.
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The Jews used to consider the betrothal ceremony as an act of purchasing or acquiring a
wife for the purpose of marriage. With this in mind, when Jesus died for us on the cross, not
only was He paying the penalty for our sins; He was also purchasing us as a bride for
Himself. When we are born again, we belong completely to Jesus as His very own
possession—we are His bride bound to Him by betrothal.

b) Because the finished work of the cross is such glorious news, it’s easy to see why many believers
never move beyond this into God’s ultimate intention. They camp out at the work of the cross and
never progress into the way of the cross. As a result, many fail to come into God’s ultimate
intention, for this can only be realized through the way of the cross, which is God’s prescribed
method to lead us from the initial impartation of Christ’s life into the fullness of Christ and
becoming God’s inheritance.
c) With this in mind, let’s spend some time now looking at the way of the cross. This will help us to
see how the way of the cross moves us from the work of the cross to God’s ultimate intention.

V.

Six Truths Related to the Way of the Cross
a) Contrasted to the work of the cross, the way of the cross is what the Holy Spirit is finishing in us as
He aligns our living condition with our legal position. The way of the cross is how we move from
the finished work of the cross into God’s eternal purpose. Again, this is a vast subject that is
covered in-depth in an entire Lifeschool class, but for now, let’s summarize six important truths
about the way of the cross so that we can better understand how this leads us into the fullness of
Christ and becoming God’s inheritance.
1. The way of the cross sanctifies our soul.
•

Scripture reveals that we have been saved, we are being saved, and that we will be saved
(Eph. 2:5,8; 1 Cor. 1:18; 2 Cor. 2:15; Rom. 5:9; 1 Cor. 3:15). Paul makes it clear that salvation is
a process of justification, sanctification, and glorification that relates to our spirit, soul, and
body.

•

Whereas the work of the cross relates to our spirit being saved and our justification, the
way of the cross relates to our soul being saved through the slow and often painful process
of sanctification.

•

Unlike justification, sanctification is not something that can be imputed or reckoned to us.
Sanctification is the result of us being consecrated (set apart for God) and is a gradual
process in our soul that occurs as we obey the Word of God in the power of the Holy Spirit.

•

Whereas justification is instant, imputed to us, and gives us a new standing before God,
sanctification takes a lifetime, is the result of works, obedience, and faithfulness, and
transforms our character.

2. The way of the cross saves our soul.
•

The tree of the knowledge of good and evil killed our spirit and has deeply affected our
soul, making all of us our own independent gods who do what is right in our own eyes.
Because of the fall, we are inherently selfish men and women who are prideful, narcissistic,
fixated on the image that we project to others, self-aware, self-conscious, rebellious,
independent, and lawless.

•

Thankfully, when we were born again, our spirit was instantly conformed to the image of
Christ by the work of the Holy Spirit (Eph. 4:24). Because the work in our spirit is complete,
the Holy Spirit's emphasis is almost entirely upon our soul.64 He jealously wants to conform
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the proud, independent, selfish nature that we inherited from Adam into the humble,
meek, selfless nature of Christ and this will take a lifetime. That is why the salvation of the
soul, through the way of the cross, is essential to get us back to God’s ultimate intention.
•

Jesus said, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross
and follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for
My sake will find it” (Matt. 16:24-25).

•

When you realize that the Greek word for “life” in this verse is psychē and means soul—the
mind, the will, and the emotions—you begin to see how the way of the cross is related to
the salvation of the soul. Jesus was basically saying, “If you take up your cross, deny
yourself, and refuse to live for what you want when you want it—choosing instead to
follow Me no matter the challenge, no matter the discomfort, and no matter the cost—
then this will lead to the salvation of your soul.”

•

The way of the cross—or the cross-life—is Christianity 101. It’s the only way that our soul
can be saved. Paul said that “I die daily” (1Cor. 15:31). Jesus exhorted us to take up our
“cross daily” (Luke 9:23). Embracing the cross in our soul day after day, where we ask for
and allow the Holy Spirit to crucify our self-life and resurrect it in union with Himself, is how
our soul is delivered from the effects of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and
transformed into the image of Christ.

•

The way of the cross is God’s prescribed method to lead our soul into the fullness of Christ
and conformity to His image. It is how our soul is transformed from being lovers of self who
are proud, independent, and rebellious to being lovers of Christ who are humble, meek,
and obedient.

3. The Holy Spirit wants to align our living condition with our legal position.
•

Because Christ is our covenant representative in the New Covenant and we are in Him
through faith, our constituted, legal position is that we are righteous, crucified, buried,
resurrected, ascended, and enthroned.65

•

Though meditating upon our legal position in Christ is powerful and transformative, the
Holy Spirit is jealous to align our living condition with our legal position. He wants to make
the work of the cross real in our soul and for us to experience His resurrection life daily.

•

It is not enough to be positionally righteous yet still struggle with sin; the Holy Spirit wants
us to live righteously and overcome sin. It is not enough to be positionally crucified with
Christ yet still live for ourselves; the Holy Spirit wants to abolish every form of selfishness in
us. It is not enough for us to be positionally resurrected yet still wallow around in death; the
Holy Spirit wants us to live by the same power that raised Jesus from the dead.

•

Unless we ask for and allow the Holy Spirit to actualize the finished work of the cross in our
daily experience we will never have the fullness of Christ in our heart and soul, we will
never be conformed into the image of Christ, we will never become the Lord’s inheritance,
and we will never come into God’s ultimate intention.

•

Paul said, “For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God” (Col. 3:3). This is our
legal position in Christ through the finished work of the cross. Though powerful, it is not
enough to overcome the inherent selfishness in our unrenewed soul and unredeemed
body. That is why Paul also said, “Therefore put to death your members which are on the
earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry”
(Col. 3:5, NKJV). “You have died” is our legal position. “Put to death” is our living condition.

Lifeschool International | www.LifeschoolInternational.org

Page 55

Session 5: The Gospel and Ultimate Intention

God’s Eternal Purpose

•

Paul said that “I have been crucified with Christ” yet he also wanted to be “conformed to
His death” (Gal. 2:20; Phil. 3:10). The first is a statement of legal position; the second a desire
to be aligned in his living condition.

•

Much of the Christian journey is becoming what we already are. We have died therefore we
must die. We are righteous therefore we must live righteous. We have been crucified
therefore we need to be conformed to Christ’s death. We have been resurrected therefore
we must live by His resurrection life.

•

As our living condition aligns with our legal position, we move toward God’s ultimate
intention.

4. The cross works in our self-life to release the fullness of the Spirit into our heart and soul.
•

When we were born again, the Holy Spirit came inside of us and took up residence in our
spirit (1 Cor. 6:17). Yet His goal is not to remain in our spirit in seed form, but to be released
in fullness into our heart and soul. For this to happen, the cross must first work to
circumcise our heart, cutting away the sin and selfishness that hardens us and stifles the
full release of the Spirit.

•

Solomon said that our heart—which connects our spirit to our soul—is the “spring” from
which all “the issues of life” flow (Prov. 4:23, NKJV). That is, our heart is the channel that
governs the measure of the Spirit that is released outward into our soul and body. If the
condition of our heart—which contains our deepest emotions, desires, beliefs, intentions,
motives, thoughts, hopes, attitudes, convictions, and affections—is pure, then the Holy
Spirit’s life can flow freely from our spirit into our heart and then outward to our soul. On
the other hand, if our heart is filled with lust, pride, anger, bitterness, doubt, unbelief,
jealousy, envy, criticism, or judgment, then the life of the Spirit will be suppressed and
stifled. That is why we desperately need the cross to circumcise our heart and to prepare it
to be the Spirit’s dwelling place.

•

Not only does our heart need to be circumcised, but the cross must also work in our soul to
break the hard, outer shell of the self-life that keeps God’s life restrained and subdued
within us. The self-life contained in our soul is like a hardened shell that must be
completely broken by the cross in order for God’s life in our spirit to be fully released into
our mind, will, and emotions.

•

Jesus said, “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it
dies, it bears much fruit” (John 12:24). There is life in the grain of wheat, but a hard, outer
shell restricts this life from being released. Until the outer shell is split open and broken, the
wheat cannot sprout and grow. The question isn’t whether or not life is contained within
the wheat, but whether or not the outer shell is broken.

•

With this in mind, Jesus continued, saying, “He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates
his life in this world will keep it to life eternal” (John 12:25). Again, the Greek word for “life”
means the “soul,” showing how our hard, prideful, selfish soul suppresses the life of the
Spirit within us until it is broken by the cross.

•

The way of the cross is imperative for Christ’s life in us in seed form to be fully released into
our heart and soul. Our heart must be circumcised by the cross and our soul must be
broken by the cross so that God’s life in us can flow freely from the inside out, like rivers of
living water to a dark and desperate world.
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5. The cross works in our self-life so that we learn to live by the life of Another.
•

Paul stated the Christian manifesto when he said, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it
is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me” (Gal. 2:20). The
Christian life is the exchanged life, where we learn to live by the life of Another, the very life
of the Son of God in us.

•

As we saw in Session 4, Christ in you, the hope of glory, is God’s ultimate intention. Jesus
came to give us life and for His life to fill us in fullness. Though Christ dwells in the spirit of
every born-again believer, most Christians are either ignorant of this truth or they’re too
selfish to let Christ live in them. As a result, the dead-raising, universe-creating life of the
Spirit is imprisoned within. Nevertheless, for us to come into God’s ultimate intention, the
cross must work in our soul until we learn how to live by the indwelling life of Christ.

•

Galatians 2:20 describes the exchanged life, where we learn to exchange our self-life for the
indwelling life of Christ. For example, we exchange our selfishness for Christ’s love and let
the Spirit of Christ be love in us. We exchange our pride for Christ’s humility and let the
Spirit of Christ be humility in us. We exchange our anxiety and gloom for Christ’s peace and
joy and let the Spirit of Christ be peace and joy in us. We could go on listing this same type
of example with all nine of the fruits of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23).

•

This type of exchange is what Paul meant when he said to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ”
and to “put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience” (Rom.
13:14; Col. 3:12). Because these attributes of Christ already dwell within our spirit since He
dwells there, we don’t need to continually ask God to give us more love, peace, and joy.
Instead, we need to ask for and allow the cross to crucify our self-life so that Christ’s love,
peace, and joy can be fully released into our soul, becoming the love, peace, and joy that
we live by.

•

As the cross works in our self-life and we learn to live by the indwelling life of Christ, we put
ourselves on the road toward God’s ultimate intention that He established before the
foundation of the world.

6. The way of the cross transforms us into mature sons of God and makes us ready as the bride of
Christ.
•

Though we become children of God the moment we were born again, we are far from
being mature, Christ-like sons who are ready to rule and reign with Jesus. Nevertheless, it’s
the way of the cross that takes us from being an immature child into Christ-like sonship fit
for the throne, having the character that can handle all of the responsibility of being a
coheir with Christ.66

•

To understand how the cross works to transform us into mature sons, notice what Paul said
in Romans 8:13-14, when he said, “If by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the
body, you will live. For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.”
Though we will look at this in detail in a later session, for now, it’s important to realize that
the Greek word for “sons” is huios and is frequently used to distinguish a mature son, who
is ready to share in the inheritance of his father, from an immature child unfit for such a
weighty responsibility.

•

The first part of Paul’s statement—when he said “if by the Spirit you are putting to death
the deeds of the body”—reveals how the Holy Spirit applies the cross to our daily
experience. The second part of Paul’s statement—when he said “all who are being led by
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the Spirit of God, there are sons of God”—reveals the connection between the cross-life
and becoming a mature son of God who can handle the weighty responsibility of heirship.

VI.

•

Likewise, the same is true in our preparation as the bride of Christ. Though we were
betrothed to Christ when we were born again, the new birth does not automatically make
us ready as a worthy bride for Jesus. This takes years of focused preparation as we invite
and allow the cross to work in our self-life, which puts to death our self-centered nature
and transforms us into Christ-centered lovers and Spirit-reliant followers of the Lamb.

•

The simplest way to prove this is by first looking at Revelation 19:7, which says that the
bride has made herself ready. How does the bride make herself ready? One of the main
ways is by overcoming what Jesus listed in Revelation 2-3.

•

With that in mind, notice what Revelation 12:11 states about those who overcome. John
said, “And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word
of their testimony, and they did not love their life even when faced with death” (Rev. 12:11).
The word for “life” in this passage once again means “soul” or the self-life, which reveals
that one of the hallmark traits of the bride of Christ, who makes herself ready by
overcoming, is that she will not love her self-life to death. In other words, the bride who
makes herself ready will be a living martyr who may or may not die as a physical martyr, but
what’s most important, she will welcome the cross-life so deeply into her soul that she will
be known in heaven as not loving her self-life to death. Once again, we see it’s the way of
the cross that enables the bride to overcome and to be made ready for Jesus, the
Bridegroom.

•

In summary, the way of the cross is how we are transformed into mature sons of God and
it’s how we make ourselves ready as a worthy bride for the Lamb. Thus, the way of the cross
is how we move from the finished work of the cross into God’s ultimate intention.

The Cross and Ultimate Intention
a) In summary, the work of the cross is what Jesus finished for us and provides forgiveness of sins, our
legal position of righteousness and union with Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection, justification by
faith, and the indwelling Spirit, who transforms us into new creations with Christ’s very own DNA
implanted into our spirit, making us children of God and the betrothed bride of Christ. It’s the work
of the cross that brings us to the place that Adam would have initially been if he had eaten from
the tree of life.
b) The way of the cross, on the other hand, is what the Holy Spirit is finishing in us as He aligns our
living condition with our legal position. Specifically, the way of the cross is how the Holy Spirit
sanctifies our soul, saves our soul, helps release the fullness of His life into our heart and soul, leads
us into the exchanged life where we trade our self-life for the indwelling life of Christ, and
transforms us into mature sons of God and a worthy bride who has made herself ready. It’s the way
of the cross that leads us from the finished work of the cross into God’s ultimate intention.
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Implanted Life to Fullness of Life
a) In the last session, we saw how the work of the cross restores us to where Adam would have
initially been if he had eaten from the Tree of Life while the way of the cross leads us into God’s
ultimate intention. This is summarized in the chart below.

b) So far, we have covered points A-D in detail. In this session, we will look at God’s ultimate intention
to move us from the implanted life of Christ to the fullness of Christ (points D-E in the chart).
c) Recall that Jesus said, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). Jesus
came because of God’s eternal purpose to implant His life in us and for this life to grow to fullness.
d) As previously stated, God’s eternal purpose is the main theme of the book of Ephesians. You see
this clearly when you carefully read Chapter 1. With this in mind, Paul used a variation of the
phrase “the fullness of Christ” three times in this book to underscore God’s ultimate intention for
His Son’s life to be released in fullness within us. Let’s look at these three passages to see the
connection between the fullness of Christ and God’s ultimate intention.
•

“And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to
the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all” (Eph. 1:22-23);

•

“To know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the
fullness of God” (Eph. 3:19);

•

“Until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a
mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ” (Eph.
4:13).

e) Knowing that Paul wrote the book of Ephesians to unveil God’s eternal purpose, we can safely
conclude that God’s original intention was for the life of His Son to fill humanity in fullness. This
ageless purpose, established before the foundation of the world, entails both an individual and
corporate dimension.
f)

Individually, God is not satisfied with Christ’s life remaining dormant within us. He yearns for the
seed of Christ in our spirit to became rivers of living water released into our heart, soul, and body. A
river of life so mighty that it can’t be forded, refreshing the dark and desperate world around us
with the life and love of Christ.

Lifeschool International | www.LifeschoolInternational.org

Page 59

Session 6: The Fullness of Christ

God’s Eternal Purpose

g) Corporately, as the fullness of Christ fills individual living stones and these stones are fit together
by the Lord, then God will finally have what He’s always been after—a place where He can dwell
with His people. Not just visit but inhabit. Paul had this timeless goal in mind when he said, “In
whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, in
whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit” (Eph. 2:21-22). This
spiritual house, comprised of living stones, is “His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all” (1 Pet.
2:5; Eph. 1:23).
h) So the fullness of Christ is God’s ultimate intention individually and corporately. Though we will
forever be increasing in the life of Christ throughout eternity, Paul reveals that the fullness of Christ
can also be experienced this side of heaven, depending upon our spiritual capacity to contain Him.
Therefore, we should believe, expect, pursue, and experience the fullness of Christ in this age.
i)

We will look at corporate fullness in a later session. For now, let’s focus on individual fullness.
Specifically, let’s look at five ways we move from the implanted life of Christ to the fullness of
Christ. These are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

II.

The fullness of the indwelling Spirit filling us;
Abiding in Christ;
Gaining Christ in our soul;
Internal intimacy with Christ;
Maturity through obedience to the Word.

#1: The Fullness of the Indwelling Spirit Filling Us
a) The moment we were born again, we were “sealed...with the Holy Spirit,” who was given “as a
pledge of our inheritance” (Eph. 1:13-14). The Greek word for “pledge” means “part of the
purchase-money…given in advance as security for the rest.”67 In other words, “pledge” is much like
our modern-day concept of a down payment.
b) Anyone who has purchased a house knows how a down payment works. If you purchase a house
for $250,000, your down payment might be $25,000 and then your mortgage would be for
$225,000 plus interest. Unless you foreclose on your house, the down payment is a pledge that the
full amount will be paid over the next ten to twenty years.
c) In the same way, the measure of the Holy Spirit we receive at new birth is in seed form, not fullness.
Nevertheless, the Holy Spirit is meant to increase until we have the Spirit without measure, the
fullness of Christ released into our heart, soul, and body. Just as we make mortgage payments
every month until we have fully repaid a loan, the measure of the Spirit in us is meant to increase
unto fullness. Please don’t settle for anything less than the fullness of Christ in you!
d) Reiterating this truth, Paul also said that we have “the first fruits of the Spirit” and we “groan within
ourselves” for more (Rom. 8:23). Any farmer will tell you that the first fruits pale in comparison to
the full harvest. Though we are eternally grateful for the first fruits of the Spirit, like Paul, we should
never settle until we have the fullness of the Spirit dwelling in our heart and permeating soul.
e) The indwelling life of Christ was meant to fully possess us in this age. That’s why Paul said “that you
may be filled up to all the fullness of God” (Eph. 3:19). This was the concluding statement of his
prayer for the Ephesians, inspired by a revelation of God’s eternal purpose. Let’s examine this a
little closer. Notice how a revelation of God’s eternal purpose inspired Paul to pray for the fullness
of God to fill the Ephesians: “This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out
in Christ Jesus our Lord....For this reason I bow my knees before the Father....that you may be filled
up to all the fullness of God” (Eph. 3:11-19). Undoubtedly, Paul’s revelation of eternal purpose
drove him to intercede for the Ephesians to become individual dwelling places of the Spirit.
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If we want to be aligned with God’s ultimate intention and move from the implanted life of Christ
to the fullness of Christ, then this prayer is important for us to understand. Therefore, let’s spend a
few minutes looking at Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians to be filled with the fullness of God.

g) First, Paul prayed that they would “be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner
man” (Eph. 3:16). Paul wanted their “inner man,” a term he used to describe the human spirit, to be
strengthened with the Holy Spirit’s power. Undoubtedly, this is a greater unfolding of his prayer
from Ephesians 1:19, where he prayed that the Ephesians would have a revelation of “the
surpassing greatness of His power [in] us who believe.”68
h) The surpassing greatness of the Spirit’s power in us, according to Paul, raised Jesus from the dead,
translated Him from earth to heaven, and seated Him at the right hand of God, far above all rule,
authority, and power (Eph. 1:20-21). Simply put, the Holy Spirit in us is the dead-raising, Christascending, King-enthroning power that enables us to live as new creations. The logic is simple: If
the Holy Spirit raised Jesus from the dead and translated Him to the Father’s right hand above all
rule and authority, then that same power will enable us to live from our new spirit.
i)

A strong spirit is required “so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith” (Eph. 3:17). Pay
attention to the conditional language in this statement. The new birth does not automatically
make our hearts the permanent dwelling place of Christ. This hinges upon our spirit being
strengthened by the resurrection power of the indwelling Spirit.

j)

As a side note, it’s important to realize that the heart and the spirit are different parts of our being.
Hebrews 4:12 makes this clear. Unfortunately, some view the heart and the spirit as synonymous,
which can limit the full release of the Spirit from within.

k) To simplify, the spirit, which is the deepest part of our being, is the place where the Holy Spirit
dwells and it’s the part of us that connects directly to God. We have fellowship and communion
with the Holy Spirit through our spirit. Our heart, on the other hand, is the channel that connects
our spirit to our soul. Our heart has elements of spirit and elements of soul yet it’s distinct from
both. Our heart is the source of our deepest thoughts, desires, motives, and actions (Prov. 4:27;
Matt. 15:19). As the heart goes, so goes our life.
l)

God’s great goal is to conquer our heart and dwell there continuously. The Lord aims to make our
heart His permanent habitation. This was Paul’s burden for the Ephesians in his great prayer in
Chapter 3. Paul wanted the life of Christ in their spirit to have a permanent dwelling place in their
heart.

m) The word for “dwell” in Ephesians 3:17 means “to settle down in a dwelling, to dwell fixedly in a
place.”69 In Colossians 1:19, this Greek word is used to describe “the totality of the attributes and
power of the Godhead in Christ.”70 The noun form of this word means a “habitation.”71 In fact,
according to Strong’s, this word means “to house permanently.”72
n) The ramifications of this are astounding! Paul’s prayer is nothing less than the Spirit of Christ
making a permanent home in our hearts, dwelling in fullness. This is far more than an occasional
visitation. Christ wants to make our heart His permeant habitation. The Holy Spirit wants to
excavate our hearts from all pride, lust, coveting, doubt, unbelief, greed, jealousy, envy, and
judgment and replace it with the fullness of Christ’s uncreated life. Please don’t allow anything of
the fallen nature to fill your heart, keeping Christ’s life in your spirit suppressed and imprisoned.
Let the Spirit dig deep into your heart and make it the permanent dwelling place of Christ in
fullness.
o) As we just saw, a strong spirit is the first requirement for Christ to make His home in our heart. But
there’s an enemy that must also be conquered—the giant of unbelief. That’s why Paul appended
“through faith” to the conditional promise of Christ dwelling in our heart (Eph. 3:19). Paul knew
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that if we don’t believe Christ is in us and if we don’t expect Him to fill our heart, then our unbelief
will imprison the Spirit within our spirit.
p) I’ve discovered that many believers don’t have a personal revelation of “Christ in you.” They might
have head-knowledge of this truth, but they lack life-changing revelation. As a result, they never
think twice about Christ dwelling in them and have no expectancy of their heart becoming His
permanent habitation. This unbelief limits the fullness of Christ from filling their heart and soul.
q) Because the revelation of “Christ in you” is rare in the church today, I encourage you to pray for a
revelation of this truth regularly, asking for your spiritual eyes to be opened to “the surpassing
greatness of His power [in] us who believe.”73 Since God’s power only operates in “us who believe,”
faith is the key that unlocks the resurrection power of the Spirit within us and unleashes His
presence into our heart, soul, and body.
r)

If we want the fullness of God to fill us, in addition to a strong spirit and faith, we also need a
revelation of the love of Christ. Paul prayed that the Ephesians would be “able to comprehend with
all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ
which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God” (Eph. 3:18-19).
Notice that the fullness of God depends upon a personal revelation of God’s love. Since God is
love, this makes perfect sense. To be filled with the God of love, we need a revelation of the love of
God.

s) Paul’s prayer for a revelation of the infinite love of Christ transcends the Sunday School answers
and “Jesus loves me” songs that we learned as kids. The burning love of the Bridegroom for us, His
betrothed bride, is like a vast ocean with wave after wave of affection crashing upon our heart and
soul. It’s impossible for any human language to articulate what can only be revealed by the Holy
Spirit. Paul said that the love of Christ “surpasses knowledge.” The revelation of God’s love cannot
be comprehended by our brains. It must be felt and experienced in the depths of our heart. Not
just once or twice, but continually, for this is key to being filled with all the fullness of God.
t)

III.

Entire books could be written articulating Christ’s infinite love for us, but for now, just know that a
revelation of His love is an integral part of being filled with the fullness of God.

#2: Abiding in Christ
a) Now let’s look at the connection between Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 3 with Jesus’ teaching about
the abiding life from John 15. As we will see, abiding in Christ depends upon the Spirit making His
home in our heart.
b) Jesus said, “Abide in Me, and I in you” (John 15:4). Notice that abiding is a conditional invitation to
us. We determine whether or not we abide in Christ. What’s not conditional, if you’re born of the
Spirit, is “I in you”—or as Paul put it, “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27). The moment we
were born again, Christ came to dwell in our spirit, making the abiding life possible. John
confirmed this when he said, “By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has
given us of His Spirit” (1 John 4:13). We don’t abide in Christ by trying to connect with Jesus in
heaven. We abide in Christ through His indwelling Spirit. In Jesus’ own words, “I in you” is the key
to the abiding life.
c) Since the word “abide” is not frequently used in our culture, let’s take a second to define it.
According to Strong’s, abide means “to stay” and refers to staying “in a given place, state, relation
or expectancy.”74 When referring to a place, this word can mean “to stay at home.”75 Thus, “abide”
has a similar meaning as “dwell,” which we just saw in Ephesians 3:17. In fact, the KJV translates this
word as “dwell” fifteen times.
d) In short, there’s a connection between the abiding life of John 15 with the Spirit making His home
in our heart in Ephesians 3:17. Putting these two passages together, we see that the key to the
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abiding life is allowing Christ to first make our heart His perpetual dwelling place through a
strengthened spirit, faith, and a revelation of Christ’s love.
e) With this in mind, let’s look at how the abiding life revolves around connection. Jesus said, “I am
the vine, you are the branches” (John 15:5). The vine is the life-source that supplies sap to the
branches so that fruit can be produced. The vine doesn’t produce fruit; the branches do, but only if
they are connected to the vine. Otherwise, branches are useless. As new creations in Christ, like
branches connected to a vine, we are connected Spirit-to-spirit to Christ. Paul said, “But the one
who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him” (1 Cor. 6:17). Our spiritual union with the Holy
Spirit makes the abiding life possible. The key is learning how to live from the life-source of the
Holy Spirit, drawing His life from our spirit outward into our heart, soul, and body.
f)

The abiding life is also how we progress into the fullness of the Spirit, moving from “fruit” to “more
fruit” to “much fruit” to “fruit that remains” (John 15:4, 2, 5, 8, 16). This fruit is the by-product of our
union with the Holy Spirit and consists of both the fruit of the Spirit and Spirit-empowered works.
As we learn to draw from the life-source of the Spirit, the nature of Christ is progressively formed in
us. Christ’s very own love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, and
self-control begins to characterize our life (Gal. 5:22-23).

g) In summary, abiding in Christ begins with our Spirit-to-spirit connection with the Holy Spirit. As we
lean in to our union with the Holy Spirit and draw from His life, then Christ will make His home in
our heart and will live His life through us. Like a branch drawing sap from the vine to produce fruit,
the fruit of the Spirit will be produced in us in an ever-increasing measure, until we have the
fullness of the Spirit without any limitations.

IV.

#3: Gaining Christ in Our Soul
a) Philippians 3 is one of the greatest chapters in the Bible. Paul wrote this a few years before his
death, after serving faithfully for over twenty-five years. At the time, Paul was perhaps the most
seasoned man of God in history. He had preached the gospel in many nations, led multitudes of
Jews and Gentiles to Christ, and planted numerous churches. Paul had encountered the risen and
glorified Christ multiple times, had been taken to heaven where he received unprecedented
revelation, and he bore the marks of suffering in his body. After writing much of the New
Testament, Paul came to the end of his earthly life and realized there was so much more of Christ
available to him. Despite his remarkable resume, Paul was fully aware that he hadn’t experienced
Christ in fullness.
b) Paul said, “I count all things to be loss...and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ” (Phil.
3:8). Notice that Paul wanted to gain more of Christ before he died. How? By not putting any
“confidence in the flesh” (Phil. 3:4). “Confidence in the flesh” is “a feeling of self-assurance arising
from one’s appreciation of ones’ abilities or qualities.”76 In short, “confidence in the flesh” is pride in
who we are and what we have done.
c) Paul’s confidence in the flesh was in his Jewish roots. After all, he was “circumcised the eighth day,
of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews” (Phil. 3:5). When it came to
the Law, he was a Pharisee; when it came to zeal for his Jewish roots, he was a persecutor of the
church; when it came to his obedience to the Law, he was blameless (Phil. 3:5-6).
d) For Paul, his Jewish roots were the source of confidence in the flesh. For us, the possibilities are
endless. The businessman or woman might take pride in their salary, job title, connections, and the
number of people they influence. Others might take pride in their appearance, house, cars,
vacations, friends, heritage, nationality, success, fame, or children. Those in ministry might take
pride in how big their church is, how many Facebook fans and Twitter followers they have, how
many best-selling books and albums they’ve released, and how many prominent conferences
they’ve been the featured speaker. Others in the church might take pride in their knowledge of the
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Scriptures, their denominational affiliation, how many people they’ve lead to Christ, or in knowing
famous Christians.
e) Though endless examples could be cited, the point is that pride in who we are and what we have
achieved blocks us from gaining more of Christ in our heart and soul. Knowing this, Paul said, “But
whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ” (Phil.
3:7).
f)

Paul’s Jewish roots were a constant source of temptation that could hinder the fullness of Christ in
his soul. Because of this, Paul counted his heritage as “rubbish so that I may gain Christ” (Phil. 3:8).
Rubbish is nice word for “dung,” the excrement of animals. In other words, when Paul realized how
easily pride could creep in and hinder the full release of Christ in his soul, he considered his
ancestry to be as cow manure.

g) Where are you putting “confidence in the flesh”? Where are you tempted to take pride in an
achievement and keep Christ suppressed in your spirit? Do you need to shed the Christian religion
to gain more of Christ? Are you taking pride in your scriptural knowledge, evangelistic success, the
size of your church, or the famous people you know and thus imprisoning Christ by your selffocus?
h) Looking at the language Paul used of losing and gaining in this passage, I believe he was referring
to Jesus’ teaching about the salvation of the soul from Matthew 16:24-26. Whereas Jesus described
the person who gained the whole world and forfeited his soul, Paul flipped it around to describe
how he wanted to gain Christ by losing what was important to his soul. Paul wanted to deny pride
from creeping into his soul so that he could progressively gain more of Christ in his mind, will, and
emotions.

V.

i)

Here’s how it works. Our soul will either be filled with ourselves or with Christ. If we gain in our
soul, we forfeit the increase of Christ. But if we lose in our soul, we gain more of Christ. Like John
the Baptist said, “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). As those with the indwelling
life of Christ in our spirit, we decide who fills our soul, whether ourselves or Christ.

j)

If we want to be fully aligned with God’s eternal purpose, then we have to allow the cross to work
in our self-life, putting to death everything that would lead to pride, so that we may gain the
fullness of Christ in our soul. To be recalibrated to God’s ultimate intention, we must allow the
cross to break the hard, outer shell of our self-life so that the indwelling life of Christ can be
released fully into our mind, will, and emotions.

#4: Internal Intimacy with Christ
a) To gain Christ in his soul, Paul realized that he couldn’t take pride in his Jewish roots, for this would
suppress the indwelling life of Christ in his spirit. Even more, Paul wanted to know Christ so that he
could gain Christ. Continuing on his theme of losing to gain, Paul said, “I count all things to be loss
in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss
of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ” (Phil. 3:8, emphasis mine).
b) When Paul contrasted knowing Christ to pride in his Jewish roots, there was no comparison. He
said knowing Christ was of “surpassing value.” The same is true with us. Knowing Christ
experientially transcends every area where we might be tempted to put confidence in the flesh.
There’s simply nothing like knowing Christ, for He is of “infinite value” (Phil. 3:8, NLT).
c) For those born of the Spirit, knowing Christ doesn’t require a trip to heaven, a vision, a dream, or
some other supernatural experience. Each of us can know Him internally, for He dwells in our spirit
in the Holy Spirit. If we want the fullness of Christ internally, then we must know Him internally, for
gaining an increase of Christ hinges upon knowing Him deeply.
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d) Paul said, “You were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord” (1 Cor. 1:9). How do
we have fellowship with Jesus who lives in heaven? Through “the fellowship of the Holy Spirit”
who dwells within us (2 Cor. 13:14). Intimacy with Christ is internal. Knowing Christ is internal. And
this internal knowing of Him releases more of His life into our heart and soul.
e) In the parable of the ten virgins, which could also be termed the parable of the ten Christians,
Jesus revealed that five born-again believers were wise and had extra oil while the other five were
foolish and had a limited supply of oil.77 Simply put, five virgins had the Holy Spirit in abundance
while the other five had the Holy Spirit in seed form.78
f)

What distinguished the wise from the foolish? How did the wise get extra oil to keep their lamps
burning through the midnight hour? We can find the answer in Jesus’ response to the foolish
virgins, when He said to them, “I do not know you. Watch therefore, for you know neither the day
nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming” (Matt. 25:12-13, NKJV). Jesus didn’t say to the
foolish, “I never knew you,” as He did to the lawless in the Sermon on the Mount, who were likely
never born of the Spirit (Matt. 7:23). Here was the issue for the foolish virgins: They didn’t pursue an
intimate relationship with Christ in the secret place, and as a result, they forfeited the extra supply
of oil required to keep their lamps burning.

g) The parable of the ten virgins is not about saved versus unsaved. It’s about knowing Christ in the
secret place and gaining more of Christ through intimacy with Him. The wise virgins had extra oil
because they paid the price, embracing the cross in their self-life in order to know Christ in the
secret place (Matt. 25:9-10). As a result, the Holy Spirit increased in them from an initial deposit to
an abundance, from a seed to fullness. Thus, this parable shows that internal intimacy with Christ is
how we move from the implanted life of Christ into the fullness of Christ.

VI.

#5: Maturity through Obedience to the Word
a) In Paul’s unparalleled book on God’s eternal purpose, he unveiled God’s ultimate intention to
transform us into “a mature man,” which simply defined is “the measure of the stature which
belongs to the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13). Notice that maturity goes hand-in-hand with the
fullness of Christ. Put another way, the fullness of Christ produces “a mature man.”
b) The Greek word for “mature” is teleios and it means “complete” in “labor, growth, [and] mental and
moral character.”79 Other meanings are “having reached its end, finished, mature” and is especially
used “of persons, primarily of physical development” as in a “full-grown, mature” son.80
c) God’s ultimate intention is to transform us from immature children to mature sons, conformed into
an exact representation of the Man, Christ Jesus. God will never be satisfied with Christ being in us
in seed form. He is jealous for Christ to increase in us unto full stature.
d) Another eternal purpose passage, Colossians 1:28, confirms this. Following Paul’s revelation of
God’s ultimate intention to place “Christ in you,” the apostle says “that we may present every man
complete in Christ” (Col. 1:28). The Greek word for “complete” is the same word Paul used in
Ephesians 4:13, teleios. The idea here is clear: God’s ultimate intention is to place Christ in us and
for us to then mature into an exact representation of Him, conformed into Christ’s likeness and
nature.
e) Knowing that spiritual maturity is Christ-likeness, we need to understand the differences between
spiritual, physical, and intellectual maturity. Whereas physical maturity comes through time and
intellectual maturity comes through learning, spiritual maturity can only come by obedience.
Unfortunately, there is no shortcut to spiritual maturity, for it can’t be rushed, imputed, or
imparted. Nor is spiritual maturity the result of time, age, scriptural knowledge, or ministry success.
Spiritual maturity is developed slowly by sustained obedience to God’s Word.
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Even if Adam would have eaten from the Tree of Life, he would not have been transformed
automatically into a mature replica of Christ. Just like us, Adam would have matured over time by
constant obedience to God’s Word.

g) Think about the growth of an apple seed into an apple tree. You can’t just throw a few apple seeds
into the ground, wait a few months, and then have an apple tree that yields juicy apples. There is
slow a cultivation process that involves germination, planting, grafting, and waiting for an apple
seed to mature in to a fruitful apple tree. The same is true with spiritual maturity. It takes time
preparing our heart, removing the obstructions in our heart that hinder growth, planting the Word
into our heart, and letting the Word take root in our heart before we see any fruit. We see this
clearly in the parable of the sower. Let’s spend a few minutes looking at this parable so that we can
better understand how we mature into Christ’s image and likeness.
h) In Luke’s rendition of the parable of the sower, he revealed God’s aim to bring forth “fruit to
maturity” (Luke 8:14). What is the fruit brought forth to maturity? The answer is found in the seed,
which Luke said is “the word of God” (Luke 8:11).
i)

The Word of God, whether the written Word we read from the Bible, a message that we listen to, or
one that the Holy Spirit speaks to us personally, is a verbal or written expression of Jesus, who is
the eternal Word. Every truth of the Word is like a seed that contains an attribute of Christ in an
embryonic state. Having this in mind underscores the importance of listening to and reading the
Word of God on a consistent basis, for the seed of God's Word contains Christ-like attributes that
have the potential to make our heart and soul Christ-like. The seed of God's Word contains Jesus’
spiritual DNA and has the inherent power to transform our heart and soul into His image and
likeness, if we cultivate our heart and make room in our heart for the seed to germinate.

j)

The planting of God’s Word into our heart is critical to spiritual maturity. That’s why Jesus said that
we are to bring forth “fruit to maturity” (Luke 8:14). The Greek word for “maturity” is telesphoreō
and it’s like a brother to the word teleios, the word Paul used for maturity in Ephesians 4:13 and
Colossians 1:28. This underscores the connection between God’s eternal purpose, planting the
Word in our heart, and Christ-likeness developed in our soul.

k) With this in mind, James—undoubtedly influenced by the parable of the sower—said that the
Word of God implanted “is able to save your souls” (James 1:21). The Word of God “is able” by itself,
because of its inherent power and ability, to transform our soul into the image and likeness of
Christ. That means we should stop trying harder to become a better person and start planting
more of the Word into our heart. We should stop striving in our own strength to improve ourselves
and spend more time cultivating heart-beliefs fully aligned with God’s Word.
l)

Though it’s liberating to know the inherent power of God’s Word to transform us, we still have
work to do. In this day and age, our hearts are easily crowded with worry, anxiety, distractions,
desiring riches, pursuing pleasure, and hundreds of other things. But here’s the good news: If we
will clear the clutter from our heart and discipline ourselves to meditate upon God’s Word, then
God’s Word itself will do the hard work of transforming our soul into the image and likeness of
Christ. If we do our part, then God’s Word will do its part and we will see a bountiful harvest of
Christ-likeness produced within us because of the inherent power in God’s Word.

m) For our soul to be conformed into the image and likeness of Christ, there’s no substitute for
consistently planting His Word into our heart. Don’t repeat the shortcomings of those who only
focus on the Spirit and not the Word or vice-versa. It’s simply impossible for us to be conformed
into the image and likeness of Christ apart from the Spirit and the Word. It takes both in equal
measure to come into Christ’s fullness.
n) A meticulously study of the parable of the sower in Matthew 13, Mark 4, and Luke 8 reveals seven
keys to faith, full obedience, and Christ-likeness. These are:
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Hearing the Word;
Understanding the Word;
Agreeing with the Word;
Owning the Word;
Overcoming by the Word;
Valuing the Word;
Doing the Word.

o) Implementing these seven principles into our life helps us align our heart with God’s truth,
resulting in full obedience and our soul becoming Christ-like and mature. A regular lifestyle of
planting God’s Word into our heart and waiting for the seeds to germinate will eventually yield a
garden of Christ-like love, humility, meekness, joy, peace, faithfulness, boldness, love for
righteousness, and a hatred of lawlessness.
p) Though planting the Word in our heart is critical, we will never be transformed into Christ’s image
apart from obedience. That is why James, immediately following his exhortation to plant the Word
into our heart, said, "But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude
themselves" (James 1:22). Doing the Word is how we mature into an exact representation of the
Man, Christ Jesus, for spiritual maturity can only be realized through sustained obedience.

VII.

Summary
a) Let’s summarize what we learned in this session about the implanted life of Christ increasing unto
fullness within us.
b) First, through a strong spirit, believing that Christ is in us and wants to make His home in our heart,
and by knowing Christ’s love experientially, our hearts are filled with the fullness of Christ.
c) Second, as we allow Christ to dwell in our heart continually and we draw from His life regularly,
allowing Christ to live instead of us, we progress into fullness by bearing “fruit,” “more fruit,” “much
fruit,” and “fruit that remains.”
d) Third, by valuing Christ above all, we gain increasing measures of Christ in our soul until He fully
possesses our desires, thoughts, choices, and emotions.
e) Fourth, as we pay the price to know Christ intimately in the secret place, we increase our oil supply,
which is the presence of the Holy Spirit, enabling our lamp of first love to burn bright.
f)

Fifth, by regularly planting God’s Word into our heart and through sustained obedience, we are
transformed into mature sons who are an exact representation of the Man, Christ Jesus.
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I.

God’s Inheritance in the Saints
a) Ephesians 1 is one of the richest chapters in the Bible. Paul exhausted human language trying to
articulate the grandeur of God’s eternal purpose. Almost every sentence should end with an
exclamation point. Here’s Paul, a prisoner in chains living in deplorable conditions in a Roman jail,
overflowing with joy, excitement, passion, and awe as he contemplates God’s eternal purpose.
b) Each verse in this chapter could be turned into a book. Each statement makes you want to
“praise…the glory of His grace” (Eph. 1:6). Paul’s writing style in this chapter is a hybrid of teaching,
praise, and prayer. Paul could only write a few sentences before he broke out into spontaneous
praise. He had to stop at key moments and intercede that his insight would become the Ephesians’
personal revelation.
c) At the pinnacle of this majestic chapter, Paul prayed that we would know “the riches of the glory of
His inheritance in the saints” (Eph. 1:18). Wow! This is not our inheritance in Christ, a popular theme
in the church today. Paul unveiled the eternal mystery hidden in God for thousands of years—His
timeless passion and ultimate intention to have a people for Himself.
d) As we will see over the next few sessions, God’s inheritance in the saints is: A family of Christ-like
sons for the Father; a worthy bride for the Son; and a temple for the Holy Spirit. Looking at our
familiar chart, we see that as the Son’s implanted life increases to fullness of life (points D to E), the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit will finally have what they dreamed about before one act of
creation—an inheritance in a people (point F).

II.

A Family of Christ-like Sons
a) Imagine a couple with a son. They love their beloved son with all of their heart. He is their constant
focus and pleasure. He is their joy and delight. From the moment he started crawling to his last
high school basketball game, their son has been the center of their life. They love his tender heart
and joyful smile. They marvel at his meekness and obedience. They laugh together, cry together,
have fun together, and talk deeply about life’s most complicated issues. Their son is their best
friend. For years, as their son grew older, they dreamed about having a family of children similar to
him. Their model son created a longing within them for more children. Yet infertility prevented
their dream from coming true. Their heartbroken longing for more kids allowed them to
experience, to a small degree, the pain of the Father’s heart for a family of Christ-like sons.
b) We can see hints of the Father’s deep longing for a family of sons in Hebrews 2:10, where His plan
is unveiled to bring “many sons to glory.” As the Father gazed upon His Son in eternity past and
beheld the excellencies of His beauty, He dreamed of having millions of men and women who
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were just like His Son. This new creation would be a perfect representation of His Son and would
share the same intimacy, deep conversations, and unbroken communion that the Father and the
Son have enjoyed throughout eternity past. The Father’s love, affection, and passion for His
beloved Son would be lavished upon His new sons and daughters and they would be invited into
the circle of the Trinity, sharing in the unbreakable union that has bound them together by the
Spirit for the eternal ages. Forever, the Father’s family of sons, together with the beloved Son,
would receive the Father’s affection, experience His joy, and drink from His pleasures.
c) Paul communicated the Father’s eternal dream when he said, “Those whom He foreknew, He also
predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn
among many brethren” (Rom. 8:29). Unfortunately, an obsession with predestination—the
teaching that God foreordained everything that would happen, including who would be saved
and who would go to hell—has obscured the beauty of this passage. Without opening this can of
worms too wide, realize that the word for “predestined” means “to predetermine” or to “decide
beforehand.”81
d) Here’s what we need to understand: It was God’s eternal purpose that was predetermined—not
our choice. God’s ways were clearly revealed in the Garden of Eden. The Father esteems freewill so
highly He gave us the liberty to make our own choices, knowing the devastation and death it
would bring to the creation He so loves. The invitation into God’s ageless purpose, decided before
one act of creation, is to everyone in all nations. “Whosever will,” as John wrote, “let him take the
water of life freely” (Rev. 22:17, KJV). All of mankind is invited into God’s eternal purpose that was
predetermined before the foundation of the world.
e) Now back to the main point. Because the Father so loved His eternal Son, He yearned for a family
of sons who would be an exact representation of Him. With passion and affection, the Father
determined, in the eternal council of the Godhead, that He would have an inheritance in a people.
He would, as the writer of Hebrews said, “bring many sons to glory” (Heb. 2:10). The Father
decided, before the foundation of the world, that He would conform men and women into the
image of His Son and thus have a family of sons patterned after His beloved Son.

III.

Adoption in the First-Century
a) Having clear insight into the Father’s eternal purpose for a family of Christ-like sons, Paul wrote,
“He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself” (Eph. 1:5). Once again,
“predestined” means that God’s plan to adopt us as sons was predetermined in the eternal
council—not our response to this invitation.
b) To truly understand God’s eternal purpose to adopt us as sons, we have to go back to the firstcentury. We have to travel back in time when this verse was written to understand Greco-Roman
adoption. We can’t interpret verses like Ephesians 1:5, and other similar passages, through the lens
of our own modern-day customs. To arrive at the truth, we need a first-century, Greco-Roman
mindset rather than a twenty-first century, western mindset.
c) Like most Christians, I interpreted Ephesians 1:5, and other similar passages, through the lens of
twenty-first century adoption. That is, I believed that our adoption as sons only meant that God the
Father brought us, who were orphans and fatherless, into His family and adopted us as His own
beloved child. Because I lacked understanding of Greco-Roman adoption, my understanding of
God’s eternal purpose to adopt us as sons was limited. I never thought twice about it until several
years ago, when I was in Western Kenya having dinner with one of our Lifeschool leaders, Paul
Musungu. I remember two things about that dinner. First, I remember Paul eating a whole tilapia.
Unlike Americans, Africans like to eat a whole fish, including the eyeballs. For some reason, I was
fascinated that anyone could eat something that was staring at them. More importantly, it was our
dinner conversation that changed my life. For the first time, I heard about adoption in the first
century. As Paul spoke about the difference between ancient adoption and modern-day adoption,
my eyes were opened—almost as wide as Paul’s fish—to an entirely new way of thinking! When I
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got home from Africa, I began researching adoption practices in the first century and discovered
the scholarly book entitled Paul in the Greco-Roman World. The following summarizes what this
well-researched book said about Greco-Roman adoption.82
d) Adoption in the first-century was very different than the twenty-first century. As we know, parents
adopt a child today because they can’t have children, they want to help a child whose birth
parents can't raise them, or they want to rescue a child from abuse. Modern-day adoption involves
parents taking a baby or young child into their home, loving them as their own, and giving them a
much better life.
e) Adoption in the Greco-Roman world was vastly different. Greek or Roman adoption consisted of a
mature son adopted into a family as an heir in order to preserve a family line from extinction. For
example, if a man was growing older and didn’t have an adequate heir to receive his inheritance
and extend his family line, the husband and wife would adopt an adult son who would receive the
inheritance when the father died. If there were surviving family members, such as a wife or other
children, the adopted son would use the inheritance to take care of them.
f)

James Walters uncovered the important connection between adoption and inheritance in the
Greco-Roman world when he said, “Because the fundamental motive for adoption was the
continuation of the [family], a Greco-Roman father thought first about his estate and what to do
about his inheritance, and only secondarily about adoption (emphasis mine).”83

g) Due to short life expectancies and high infant death rates, many families in the Greco-Roman
world teetered on the brink of extinction. That’s why adoption—where an adult son was brought
in from another family, treated like a natural-born son, placed as the legal heir over the inheritance,
and given the responsibility to take care of the surviving family—was so popular.
h) Just like a natural-born heir, an adopted son would receive the inheritance when his father died
and would effectively step into his shoes, assuming all of his former responsibilities. He would use
the inheritance to provide for the family, including dowries for his unmarried sisters.
i)

Whether a Greco-Roman father brought a son into the family from the outside or designated his
natural born-born child as heir, the inheritor would go through a grooming process to prepare him
for heirship. Placed under the tutelage of a guardian, the child was trained in the ways, purposes,
and character of the father. Depending on the maturity level of the heir, the guardian would take
him through various stages of growth, education, discipline, and character development. Since
over one-third of Roman children lost their fathers before puberty and another third lost their
fathers before the age of twenty-five, this training was essential in order to avoid a squandered
inheritance.84 Though Roman law stipulated that a child could assume the inheritance at fourteen,
the father had the right to extend the training longer, if he deemed it necessary.85

j)

Paul alluded to this custom in Galatians 4:1-2, when he said, "Now I say, as long as the heir is a
child, he does not differ at all from a slave although he is owner of everything, but he is under
guardians and managers until the date set by the father." When “the date set by the father” arrived,
then the adoption would be finalized, which meant the mature son would be placed into his
father’s inheritance as the legal heir (Gal. 4:5). In essence, the child had to become a mature son
before the father deemed him ready to inherit.

k) Whether a Greco-Roman father established his natural-born child or a child from another family as
heir, here’s the main point: Adoption was the placing of a mature, responsible, and well-groomed
son as the legal heir of the family inheritance. In fact, the Greek word translated “adoption as sons”
in Ephesians 1:5 means “the placing as a son” or son placement. 86 Thus, son placement gave the
mature son the full rights of sonship.
l)

To keep it simply, Greco-Roman adoption can be summarized into three phases:
1. Placement into the family
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If the father didn’t have an heir, he would bring a mature son into the family from the outside.
2. Preparation for the inheritance
The designated heir, whether natural-born or from the outside, would be placed under a child
trainer who would groom him for heirship through intense training.
3. Placement into the inheritance
When the designated heir was fully trained and prepared, the father would place him as the
legal heir of the inheritance, giving him the full rights of sonship.

IV.

Teknon Versus Huios
a) With this cultural background in mind, let’s take a look at the Greek word translated “adoption as
sons.” In Ephesians 1:5, Paul used the word huiothesia to describe how a mature son is placed over
the family inheritance. Huiothesia is a compound word comprised of huios and tithēmi. Huios
means “a son” and tithēmi means “to set, put, place.”87 Putting these two words together, we get
the definition we saw a moment ago, “the placing as a son.”88
b) According to the Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, huiothesia “might refer either to
the act or to the result.”89 The act of adoption refers to a son brought in from outside the family
and treated as a natural-born child. The result of adoption refers to a mature, well-groomed son
placed as the legal heir over the inheritance. As you will see in a minute, both the act of adoption
and the result of adoption are brought out in Paul’s writings. Understanding this will help us see
the full picture of our adoption as sons.
c) To better understand “son placement,” it’s important to realize that New Testament writers often
differentiated between children of God and sons of God by using the words teknon and huios.
d) Let's look at teknon first. Paul said, “The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of
God” (Rom. 8:16). The Greek word for “children” is teknon and means “offspring” or “children.”90
The easiest way to think of teknon is that we are a child of God by new birth and have the DNA of
the Son within our spirit.
e) Now let’s consider huios. Paul said, “For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of
God” (Rom. 8:14). The Greek word for “sons” is huios and was often used to distinguish children
from mature sons. According to Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, teknon
“gives prominence to the fact of birth” whereas huios “stresses the dignity and character of the
relationship.”91
f)

Commenting about Romans 8:14, Vine's goes on to state, “The difference between believers as
‘children of God’ [teknon] and as ‘sons of God’ [huios] is brought out in Rom. 8:14-21. The Spirit
bears witness with their spirit that they are ‘children of God,’ [teknon] and, as such, they are His
heirs and joint-heirs with Christ. This stresses the fact of their spiritual birth (Rom. 8:16, 17). On the
other hand, ‘as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God,’ i.e., ‘these and no
other.’ Their conduct gives evidence of the dignity of their relationship and their likeness to His
character.”92

g) In short, this means only those who embrace the cross and allow the Holy Spirit to crucify their
flesh are the mature sons of God—the huios of God. Clearly, Paul was making a distinction
between mature, Spirit-led believers and immature, carnal believers.
h) Another example of how huios delineated between children of God and mature sons of God is in
the Sermon on the Mount, when Jesus said, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 5:44-45). When Jesus said “of
your Father,” it’s already assumed that born-again believers are God’s children. What’s not
automatic, however, is our response to persecution. That’s why Jesus said “so that you may be
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sons.” By consistently responding to persecution in a Christ-like way, we demonstrate Christ’s
nature and give evidence that we are becoming God’s mature sons.
i)

There are several other places in the New Testament where huios is used to stress maturity. For
example, when referring to Jesus, the New Testament uses the word huios over 240 times while
only using teknon once and that is when He was twelve years old (Luke 2:48). Another example is
the parable of the wheat and the tares, which describes the harvest at the end of the age. Since a
harvest is the maturing of crops, we see the parallel when Jesus used huios to describe the sons of
the kingdom. The point is clear: The end-time harvest will be the maturing of God’s teknon into His
fully mature huios. Other instances of huios stressing maturity are in Hebrews 12:6-8 and
Revelation 21:7.

j)

In a practical way, here’s how New Testament writers would have used teknon and huios. If a writer
wanted to refer to a child as a son or a daughter, they could use either teknon or huios. However,
when a writer wanted to emphasize the honor, respect, worthiness, rank, position, Christ-likeness,
or moral qualities that distinguished a mature believer from a nominal one, they would always use
huios rather than teknon. As is always the case, context determines how a verse should be
interpreted.

k) In summary, teknon describes how we become God's children at new birth by receiving the
indwelling Spirit and a new spirit with the exact nature of Jesus Christ. Huios, on the other hand,
often describes how the teknon of God mature into Christ-like sons by the Holy Spirit applying the
cross in their self-life and by forming Christ’s nature in their heart and soul. In short, a teknon is one
who is born of God; a huios is one who is instructed by God. A teknon has God’s nature; a huios has
God’s character.
l)

V.

One last point about teknon and huios. When I say that God wants to take us from teknon to huios,
I’m emphasizing that God wants to take us from immaturity to maturity. That doesn’t mean,
however, that we are no longer a teknon. No matter how mature we become, we will always be a
teknon because we have God’s nature and we are born of God.

Our Adoption as Sons
a) Now that we understand Greco-Roman adoption, the three phases of first-century adoption, the
meaning of huiothesia, teknon, and huios, and the fact that huiothesia refers to both the act and
result of adoption, we are now ready to investigate our adoption as sons.
b) Just like in Greco-Roman adoption, our adoption as sons involves three phases. I’ll briefly
summarize these three phases now and then we look at each phase in more detail.
c) Phase 1: Placement into God’s family. This is the initial act of adoption that each of us experience
individually as we are adopted into God’s family from the outside. This takes place at random times
as each of us make individual decisions to make Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Paul detailed this
adoption in Galatians 3-4, using Greco-Roman adoption as a metaphor to describe our son
placement into Abraham’s inheritance. For example, Abraham is the father who has an inheritance
(3:8-9; 18; 29), his inheritance is the indwelling Holy Spirit (3:14), the Law is our child trainer
showing us our need for Jesus Christ (3:23-25; 4:1-2), the date set by the father when the child
training is complete is Jesus’ first coming (Gal. 4:4), and our son placement into Abraham’s
inheritance as a legal heir is when we receive the indwelling Spirit the moment we’re born again
(4:5-7). God took us from outside of His family and adopted us as His very own, placing us as a son
into Abraham’s inheritance, which gave us the legal right to receive the promise of the indwelling
Spirit. In the words of Paul, “Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our
hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an
heir through God” (Gal. 4:5-7).
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d) Phase 2: Preparation for Christ’s inheritance. After we are adopted as God’s son and born of the
Spirit as a teknon with God’s very own DNA, the Father places us under the governmental hand of
the Holy Spirit, our personal child trainer who wants to conform us into the image of Jesus Christ.
T. Austin Sparks referred to this as “the school of sonship unto adoption.” 93 This child training is
detailed in Hebrews 12:5-17 and Revelation 2-3. In fact, the Greek word translated “chastening” in
Hebrews 12:7 and Revelation 3:19 means “to train children.”94 The Holy Spirit, as our child trainer,
wants to take us from a teknon to a huios through discipline, correction, crucifixion, circumcision,
and instruction. The moment we are placed into His care, He works relentlessly to conform us to
the pattern Son of God, taking us through various stages of growth, education, discipline, and
character development. The Holy Spirit trains us in the ways, purposes, and nature of our heavenly
Father in order to prepare us for the throne. He forms Christ in us—His meekness, humility, and
sacrificial love—so that we can handle our eternal inheritance without squandering it with
irresponsible behavior.
e) Phase 3: Placement into Christ’s Inheritance. When the Holy Spirit’s child training work is
complete—when we have been conformed into the image of Christ individually and the body of
Christ has become “a mature man” corporately—then we will be placed into Christ’s inheritance at
His second coming (Eph. 4:13; Rev. 20:4-6). Whereas the initial act of adoption is individual, the final
result of our adoption is corporate. That is, all who have “suffered” with Christ under the child
training of the Holy Spirit will be placed as a corporate son into Christ’s inheritance (Rom. 8:17). The
final phase of our adoption as sons will be experienced together. This process is almost identical to
our marriage to Jesus Christ. For example, in our marriage to Christ, we are betrothed to Him
individually when we’re born again, we then prepare ourselves while the Bridegroom is away, and
finally, those who made themselves ready will be the corporate bride at the marriage supper of the
Lamb. In short, we are betrothed individually but we’re married corporately. The same is true of our
adoption. We are adopted into God’s family individually but we are placed as sons into the
inheritance of Christ corporately. This final phase of our adoption, where we are placed as a
corporate son into Christ’s inheritance, is what Paul had in mind when he said, “Having the first
fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as
sons, the redemption of our body” (Rom. 8:23). Notice carefully that Paul was “ waiting eagerly for
our adoption as sons.” This clearly means that our adoption is not finalized until “the redemption
of our body,” which takes place at the first resurrection when Jesus returns (Rev. 20:4-6). Referring
to the finalization of our adoption, T. Austin Sparks said that “graduation from the school of
sonship is to the throne.”95 We are destined as a corporate son to the throne (Rev. 3:20).
f)

Because the three phases of our adoption as sons is such a new concept for most, we will spend
the rest of this session looking at Phase 1 and Phase 2 of our adoption. That is, we will take a more
detailed look at our placement into God’s family and our preparation for placement into Christ’s
inheritance. Then in the next session (Session 8), we will take a detailed look at what Christ’s
inheritance entails. Finally, after describing Christ’s inheritance, the session following (Session 9)
will look at our corporate adoption as a “mature man” into Christ’s inheritance, which is the Phase
3 of our adoption.

g) One final note before moving on. The final phase of adoption, where the mature son was placed as
the legal heir of the inheritance, gave the son a new status and position in the family, but it didn’t
make him more loved or cherished than when he was a child. Son placement into an inheritance
wasn’t about how a father felt about his son. Instead, it was an endorsement that a child had
become of age, had grown into a mature man, and had the necessary character to oversee the
father’s household affairs. This is like our son placement into Christ’s inheritance. This doesn’t make
God love us more. Instead, it means we’re given a new status, the full rights of sonship, and are
deemed ready to share in the full inheritance with the eternal Son.
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Phase 1: Placed into God’s Family
a) Let’s spend a few minutes talking about what it means to be placed as an adopted son into God’s
family by looking at the following four truths:
1.
2.
3.
4.

God is our Father;
Our Father loves us deeply;
God is a good Father;
We have the DNA of the Son in our spirit.

b) Let’s discuss each of these points in more detail.

VII.

#1. God Is Our Father.
a) God is our Father through adoption and new birth. Through adoption, we were outsiders who
were fatherless, unloved, rejected, and wondering aimlessly through life when God the Father saw
us, chose us, loved us, sought us out, and brought us into His family, making us His very own son
and daughter.
b) Adoption was necessary for us to become His children through new birth. Paul explained the
dynamics of this in Galatians 3-4. To keep it simple, we were adopted as God’s sons from the
outside and immediately placed into Abraham’s inheritance, allowing us to receive the indwelling
Holy Spirit. Because we have received “the adoption as sons,” God immediately gave us our
inheritance as Abraham’s heir. In the words of Paul, “Because you are sons, God has sent forth the
Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’” (Gal. 4:6). Receiving this inheritance
transformed us into born-again children of God, making us both His son through adoption and His
child through new birth.
c) John said, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God,
even to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor
of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:12-13). Those who are “born...of God,” through the inward
work of the Spirit, “become children of God”—the teknon of God.
d) If we are “born...of God,” that means we have God’s seed in us, we have His DNA in us, and He is our
Father. The moment we were born again, the Spirit of the Son came into our spirit, resurrected our
spirit from death, and infused us with the life of Christ. Having the “spirit of adoption,” the down
payment of the Holy Spirit for our future adoption as sons, “we cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’” (Rom. 8:15).
e) It’s noteworthy that slaves were forbidden to call the family head “Abba.”96 This was because
“Abba” was “a personal name,” a “homely family-word” that suggested a familiar, comfortable,
intimate relationship of a child to their father. By combining “Abba” with “Father,” it expressed “the
love and intelligent confidence” in a child’s relationship with their father.97
f)

Scripture records Jesus saying “Abba! Father!” once, when He was suffering in the Garden of
Gethsemane. Jesus seemed to use this phrase to connect with His Father at a deeper level in His
pain and suffering. Perhaps Paul had this in mind when he said “we cry out” to God “Abba! Father!”
To “cry out” to God “Abba! Father!” suggests an intimate, personal, heart-to-heart connection
between a beloved child and their heavenly Father.

g) To summarize, God is our Father through adoption and new birth. Adoption gave us the legal
position of a son (huios) while new birth made us God’s child (teknon) in experience. Put another
way, adoption imputed to us a position of sonship while new birth imparted to us God’s very own
DNA. Like we talked about in Session 5, our living condition must be aligned with our legal
position. Though adoption gave us the legal position of a mature son destined to be a coheir with
Christ, we are to become a son in experience by submitting to the child-training work of the Holy
Spirit.
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#2. Our Father Loves Us Deeply.
a) Think back to previous sessions where we saw the Father’s intense love for His Son. It’s impossible
for human words to articulate the depth of the Father’s boundless, passionate, affectionate, and
ardent love for His beloved Son. Throughout eternity past, for billions and billions of years, the Son
was the sole object of the Father’s affection and love.
b) In His own words, Jesus said to His Father, “You loved Me before the foundation of the world”
(John 17:24). This was not a love of duty or obligation, but a love of deep delight, ecstatic joy, and
overflowing pleasure. Clearly, the Father’s infinite happiness was rooted in the enjoyment of His
Son.
c) Burning with passionate love for His Son, the Father shouted down from heaven twice, just to
remind Jesus how He felt about Him. At both His baptism and transfiguration, the Father cried out,
“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased” (Matt. 3:17; 17:5).
d) With this in mind, consider this staggering reality. The Father loves you with the same love He has
for His Son. Jesus made this clear in His prayer recorded in John 17:23. This is a circuit-blowing,
mind-exploding truth. The Father loves us just as much as He loves Jesus. That’s why Isaiah said,
“But the Lord was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief” (Isa. 53:10). Why? So that He would
“see His offspring” (Isa. 53:10). The Father was pleased to crush His Son so that we could become
His adopted sons, His born-again children, and ultimately His heirs, fulfilling His eternal dream for a
family of Christ-like sons.
e) “See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us,” wrote John, “that we would be called
children of God” (1 John 3:1). The Father’s love for us is so great He made us His very own children,
infused with His DNA and born of the Spirit of His eternal Son.
f)

Feel the Father’s love you, precious child of God, in Paul’s statements at the end of Romans 8. Do
you feel buried under a weight of condemnation, guilt, shame, and accusation? Then realize, “Who
will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies; who is the one who
condemns?” (Rom. 8:33-34). Do you feel like God’s abandoned you, that the heavens are closed, or
that spiritual warfare is so intense that you can barely breathe? Then know that “neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height,
nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:35-39). Do you feel like everyone is against you, that you are lonely
with no friends or family who support you? Then look up to heaven and rejoice because “if God is
for us, who is against us?” (Rom. 8:31).

g) The Father’s deep love and affection for you, His dearly beloved child, breaks the power of fear,
rejection, shame, guilt, and condemnation. When the Holy Spirit came to dwell in your spirit, it was
not a “spirit of slavery leading to fear again” (Rom. 8:15). It was the Spirit of sonship, prompting us
to cry out with intimate love and affection, “Abba! Father!”. God’s love for us is so perfect, so
healing, so refreshing, so accepting, and so joyful.
h) The Father’s love for us has no fear in it, for in the words of John, “There is no fear in love” (1 John
4:18). Though some might be afraid of their earthly father because of the verbal or physical abuse
they’ve endured, the Father’s “perfect love casts out fear” (1 John 4:18). This doesn’t mean God’s
love casts out the fear of God, for this is healthy, leads to holiness, and draws us closer to His heart.
Instead, the Father’s perfect love breaks the fear of rejection that torments and paralyzes us. His
love shatters all intimidation and panic. His love quiets us and give us rest. If the Father loves us like
He loves Jesus, then as His dearly beloved child, we can rest in His perfect love, letting His affection
wash over us in wave after wave of affection that brings healing and wholeness to our war-tattered
soul.
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If you are born of the Spirit, then you have a Father in heaven who is good, who loves you deeply,
and who is jealous for you to fulfill your destiny. Regardless of your relationship with your earthly
father, your heavenly Father will never forsake, abandon, or reject you. Though He will discipline
you, sometimes severely with scourgings intended to break your stubbornness, He is always
motivated by love. You can trust that your heavenly Father wants what is best for you, even if that
means suffering and brokenness. His ultimate plan is beautiful, breathtaking, and beyond
comprehension.

#3. God Is a Good Father.
a) Not only is God loving, but He is also good. If you ask Him for a fish He won’t give you a snake. If
you ask Him for an egg He will not give you a scorpion. Your heavenly Father is good and wants
the best for you.
b) What is His best? It’s certainly not your best life now! It’s definitely not a life of luxury with the best
houses, cars, clothes, and vacations. Surely God has more for you than prosperity, healing, favor,
and influence. Though God does bless us with these things, God is good—not primarily by what
He does for us—but what He does in us. God is good because He recalibrates and rewires us from
the inside out, fully aligning us with His eternal purpose. God is good because He will not relent
working within us until we are fully aligned with His ultimate intention. God is good because, in the
eternal council of the Godhead, He looked ahead into our day and time, and He saw us, loved us,
and He personally invited us into His purpose for the ages.
c) God is not good because He blesses us; God is good because He gives us Himself. God is the goal
of the gospel. God’s goodness is demonstrated through His loving invitation to us into a deep,
intimate, personal relationship with Him. His goodness is rooted in His eternal purpose to bring us
into the circle of the Trinity, where He invites us to enjoy the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in
fullness forever in the holy of holies.
d) As Paul meditated upon God’s eternal purpose, notice the language he used to describe God’s
goodness. He wrote that God’s purpose for the ages was “according to the kind intention of His
will,” which in the Greek means the “good pleasure” of His will.98 God’s will is His eternal purpose
and His eternal purpose is good beyond comprehension and joyful beyond words. Overflowing
from the Father’s goodness and pleasure, God purposed in eternity past to create us so that we
might become His inheritance filled with the life of His Son. Our Father is unspeakably good and
infinitely happy!
e) Continuing on, Paul wrote that our salvation is “according to the riches of His grace which He
lavished on us” (Eph. 1:7-8). I love the word “lavished”! It reveals the Father’s heart to save us and
bring us into His family as His own dearly beloved children. The Father loves to lavish His children
with His grace because He is a good Father!

X.

#4. We Have the DNA of the Son in Our Spirit.
a) The moment we were born again, our spirit was made alive, infused with the righteousness of
Christ, and joined inseparably to the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:10; 1 Cor. 6:17). When we were born of the
Spirit, we became children of God with the Son’s very own DNA implanted into our spirit. That
means God is our Father through adoption and new birth.
b) When Paul said that “we have become united with Him” (Rom. 6:5), the Greek word for “united”
means “implanted by birth or nature, of joint origin, innate, congenital.”99 If we take each of these
definitions and substitute them into this verse, here is what it means:

• We have Christ's nature implanted into us by new birth;
• We are of joint origin with Christ by new birth;
• We have Christ's nature as part of our innate spiritual nature;
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We have Christ's spiritual heredity and genetics inherently within our spirit at new birth.

c) When we were born of the Spirit, we became recipients of a genetic transmission and are now
partakers of Christ's very own spiritual DNA. The moment we were born again, our spirit inherited
the same traits and characteristics of Christ. Peter said that we are "partakers of the divine nature"
in Christ (2 Peter 1:4). This means, if it was possible to do a DNA test of our born-again spirit, it
would be an exact match with Jesus. Amazingly, our born-again spirit is identical to Jesus in
righteousness and holiness. Through our spirit-to-Spirit union with the Holy Spirit, we now have
Christ’s spiritual genetics as part of our innate spiritual nature.
d) John said, “As He is, so also are we in this world” (1 John 4:17). John didn't say that we will be like
Him; he said that we are like Him. This is a such powerful revelation that has the potential to
transform your entire life. Think about this for a moment. In your spirit, you are exactly like Jesus.
Christ’s indestructible life, His resurrection life, His righteousness, His holiness, and His divine
nature have been engrafted into your spirit, making you a partaker of His divine nature.
e) Imagine for a moment that the DNA of Steve Jobs or Bill Gates were implanted inside of you,
giving you the genetics of a multimillionaire genius in seed form. As you matured, your ability to
innovate, create, envision, market, and run a large corporation would increase. Before long, you
would become a millionaire from the revolutionary ideas that naturally came into your mind.
f)

As born-again Christians, we have something far superior than the DNA of Steve Jobs or Bill Gates.
We have Christ’s very own nature engrafted into our spirit. All of His traits, characteristics, and
nature, including His love, righteousness, humility, and meekness, have been engrafted into our
spirit. As a child of God, you have the nature of Christ in your spirit in seed form. This is almost too
good to be true!

g) Peter said, “For you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is,
through the living and enduring word of God” (1 Peter 1:23). A seed has all the innate qualities of
its parent plant. In fact, a seed is actually a plant within a shell, created in the image of what formed
it. With this in mind, Peter said that the seed planted within us is the Word of God. Who is the Word
of God? It’s Christ, the eternal Son (John 1:1). This means the incorruptible seed planted within us
at new birth is Christ. Since Christ is in us, all that makes Christ who He is was implanted within our
spirit in seed form, making us God’s very own children.

XI.

Phase 2: Preparation for Christ’s Inheritance
a) Now let’s spend a few minutes talking about what it means to be prepared as a coheir with Christ
by considering the following four truths.
1.
2.
3.
4.

The Holy Spirit is our child trainer;
The Father’s goal is to conform us into the image of Christ;
The cross is how we become sons;
Suffering trains us for reigning.

b) Let’s discuss each of these points in more detail.

XII.

#1. The Holy Spirit Is Our Child Trainer.
a) Using Greco-Roman adoption as a metaphor, Paul said, “Now I say, as long as the heir is a child, he
does not differ at all from a slave although he is owner of everything, but he is under guardians
and managers until the date set by the father” (Gal. 4:1-2). The immature child is the heir and
owner of everything, but he doesn’t yet have the moral responsibility and character to properly
steward the inheritance. Given too soon, the weight and pressure of overseeing the family
inheritance would surely result in ruin. The wealth that has been stored up for years would be
squandered in a few short months. Therefore, the father places the child under a guardian “until
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the date set by the father.” This date corresponds with the son’s maturity, when the son is finally
ready to handle the weighty responsibility of being heir.
b) This is what we are like as God’s children. The moment we were born again, though we have
Christ’s nature in us in seed form, we are not able to handle our inheritance. It would utterly ruin us
because we are so self-absorbed. Think about it like this. My eight-year old daughter is destined to
drive when she turns sixteen. Though Anna has many great qualities, she doesn’t yet have the
maturity and the character to handle the responsibility of driving. If I gave her the keys when she
was eight, it would be a matter of minutes before she wrecked the car.
c) Likewise, since we are not born-again in a mature state, we must be placed under the tutelage of
the Holy Spirit, our guardian who trains us for reigning. We see a glimpse of this in Hebrews 12:7,
which states, “If you endure chastening [discipline], God deals with you as with sons [huios]”
(NKJV). The Greek word for “discipline” used in Hebrews 12 is paideia and it means “the whole
training and education of children,” including “the cultivation of mind and morals” and “employs
for this purpose...commands and admonitions...reproof and punishment.”100
d) In short, the Holy Spirit is our child trainer, who uses discipline, correction, and instruction to
transform us from a teknon of God into huios of God, from an immature, selfish child into a mature,
Christ-like son. In the words of T. Austin Sparks, we are placed into the “school of sonship unto
adoption.”
e) When God disciplines us, He is not an angry Father who inflicts punishment for our imperfections
and sins. No! He is a loving Father who cares deeply about us becoming His mature, Christ-like
sons. The Father disciplines us through the Holy Spirit so that we can share in the inheritance of
the eternal Son.
f)

XIII.

With God’s eternal purpose in view, we see more clearly that suffering and brokenness, as a
component of the Holy Spirit’s child training, reveals God’s goodness toward us. How can this
possibly be? Because the Father will do whatever it takes for us to become His eternal inheritance.
In His great love to be close to us, the Father will not leave us as immature, selfish, stubborn, and
rebellious children. The Father’s goodness motivates Him to break us and prune us. Though this
might sound like a paradox, it’s absolutely the truth. The Father’s goodness moves Him to remove
everything in our heart and soul that blocks the fullness of Christ from being released within us.
Anything that hinders full conformity to the image and likeness of Christ will be removed by our
loving, gracious, and good heavenly Father.

#2. The Father’s Goal Is to Conform Us into the Image of Christ.
a) Though it’s truly amazing we’re partakers of the divine nature, the Father is not content with the
implanted life of Christ remaining in seed form within us. His ultimate intention is to conform us
into the image of His Son.
b) From the eternal council of the Godhead, an invitation has been extended to all mankind to
become an exact representation of the pattern Son of God. Our destiny is to be conformed into the
image of Jesus Christ. We are called to be replicas of the eternal Son, for the Father’s great eternal
dream has always been to have a family of Christ-like sons. What a privilege we’ve been given! The
Father wants to transform us from a teknon to a huios, from being an immature, selfish child into a
fully mature, Christ-like son. With such an invitation, don’t settle for anything less than this high
calling!
c) The Father’s goal to conform us to the pattern Son of God reminds me, in a small way, of my eightyear old daughter’s recent artwork. Anna’s drawing skills have excelled as she followed the
predefined patterns laid out in her new art book. By adhering closely to the step-by-step
instructions, Anna has gone from drawing stick-figure art to impressive sketches of sea turtles,
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sharks, and eels. I’m not saying her sketches will make into the Louvre, but as her parents, we were
pretty impressed.
d) In a similar way, Jesus is the pattern Son of God. He is the pattern the Holy Spirit is following as He
works on our nature and character. Christ is the blueprint the Father is following as He sands away
our pride and chisels off our rebellion. The eternal Son is the prototype that drives God’s work in
our heart and soul as Christ’s nature and character is formed within us.
e) If you’re over thirty, maybe you remember Jams. These colorful, calf-length surfing shorts were
popular in the mid-eighties. Learning how to sew my own pair of Jams was one of the highlights of
my boring eighth-grade home economics class. As I recall, the most important step in sewing is
cutting the fabric according to the pattern. If I deviated from the pattern in the slightest way, my
shorts would have looked even more awkward than Jams.
f)

XIV.

The Holy Spirit works on our character in a similar way. The Spirit works meticulously in our heart
and soul, adhering to the pattern Son of God without deviation, as He forms Christ in our deepest
desires, motives, thoughts, choices, emotions, and actions. The Man Christ Jesus, established as the
blueprint for humanity in the eternal council of the Godhead, is the pattern the Spirit is following
with precision as He cuts away our pride, rebellion, stubbornness, and independence and forms
the Son’s meekness, humility, and sacrificial love within us. This is how we mature from a child of
God into a son of God.

#3. The Cross Is How We Become Sons.
a) As mentioned in Session 5, it’s the way of the cross that takes us from being an immature child into
a Christ-like son fit for the throne, having the character that can handle all of the responsibility of
being a coheir with Christ.
b) We won’t spend too much time on this point since we already mentioned it, but looking back at
Romans 8:13-14, we can see how the cross works to transform us into mature sons. Paul said, “If by
the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are being led by
the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.”
c) The first part of Paul’s statement—when he said “if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds
of the body”—reveals how the Holy Spirit applies the cross to our daily experience. The second
part of Paul’s statement—when he said “all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons
of God”—reveals the connection between the cross-life and becoming a mature son of God who
can handle the weighty responsibility of heirship.
d) Clearly, the way of the cross is how we mature from a teknon to a huios, moving from a legal
position of a son through the initial act of adoption into a Spirit-led son in experience.

XV.

#4. Suffering Trains Us for Reigning.
a) Paul said, “The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children,
heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may
also be glorified with Him” (Rom. 8:16-17). Notice that children (teknon) are inline to be heirs. As
born-again children of God, the Father’s eternal purpose is for us to be “co-heirs with Christ” (Rom.
8:17, NIV).
b) Unfortunately, many believers stop reading at this point. They don’t want to hear about the “sword”—suffering. But Paul made it clear that not every born-again child of God will be a coheir
with Jesus Christ. “If indeed we suffer with Him,” wrote the apostle. Suffering is what prepares us
for heirship. Without the cross there is no crown and without brokenness there is no reigning.

c) Having likely witnessed an heir trained by a strict guardian, Paul likened this to the suffering we
must embrace in order to be coheirs with Christ. Since many guardians were slaves, they had an
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inherent propensity for discipline, correction, and order. This meant the young heir had to
embrace an awful time of suffering under the tutelage of the guardian, whom the father appointed
to break him of his foolish and selfish ways. So the young heir can’t get away with anything. Every
little mistake is corrected. Every indiscretion is immediately disciplined. The rod is used to drive out
stubbornness, selfishness, and rebellion. At times, severe scourgings are required to ensure that
the young heir is completely broken of any foolish behavior that could lead to squandering the
inheritance. Receiving correction becomes second nature to the child being prepared for the
inheritance. During this intense training, the child doesn’t differ from the slave, even though he’s
owner of everything. The loving father knows all too well his child must fully embrace this suffering
if he has any chance of being adopted into the full rights of sonship.
d) Submitting to the Holy Spirit’s child training is the only way we’ll ever be fit for the throne. And
make no mistake about it—this involves suffering. If we fully submit to the Holy Spirit, He will take
us through a grueling training process meant to strip us of every trace of pride, selfishness,
independence, rebellion, and foolishness. His governmental hand will unleash the cross into our
self-life, bringing brokenness to our soul. The Holy Spirit will work within us, with unrelenting
persistence, until we are fully yielded to His lordship. As our child trainer, the Holy Spirit corrects,
disciplines, breaks, crucifies, circumcises, and scourges us until He has conquered our entire selflife. Anyone who has ever tasted the dealings of God knows that suffering is part of the equitation.
e) Looking back at Hebrews 12:7, notice that training for reigning—or being dealt with as mature
sons—is conditional. The writer specifically said “if you endure” discipline then “God deals with you
as with sons [huios].” The Greek word for “endure” means to “to stay under.”101 Though the Lord
disciplines all of His children, we choose whether to submit to His dealings or to resist His work. If
we oppose His dealings, then we will remain a selfish child and forfeit our high calling to be placed
into the full rights of sonship.
f)

Jesus “learned obedience from the things which He suffered” and we will too (Heb. 5:8). There’s
simply no shortcut to the throne. Learning obedience through suffering is the only pathway to
ruling and reigning with Him. Paul said, “If we endure, we will also reign with Him” (2 Tim. 2:12).
Enduring undoubtedly involves submitting wholly to the Lord’s discipline and allowing Him to
have His way.

g) Overcoming is also vital to our adoption as sons. Revelation 21:7 states, “He who overcomes will
inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son [huios].” Overcoming what Jesus
listed in Revelation 2-3, including losing our first love, false teachings, Jezebel, apathy, and
lukewarmness, is a requirement to share in our full eternal inheritance. This is not an issue of where
we will spend eternity but how we will spend eternity. Overcoming doesn’t determine our eternal
destination but our eternal destiny. As God’s children with His nature, overcoming is how we
mature from a teknon to a huios and it determines whether we are placed as a son into our full
eternal inheritance.
h) Overcoming, which requires suffering, is vital to being a coheir with Christ. The full eternal
inheritance is only given to those who overcome and we can only overcome by the cross working
deeply in our self-life, breaking us of every trace of self-love and self-preference (Rev. 12:11).
i)

A child becomes like his Father because he has his DNA. But it takes years for a child to mature into
a son. Likewise, we have Christ’s DNA in us and possesses the potential to mature into an exact
representation of Him. But this is not automatic or guaranteed. It will only come as we submit to
the Holy Spirit’s child training and embrace the suffering of the cross. If we allow the Holy Spirit to
break our stubborn pride and resistance, then we will grow into the measure of the statue of the
fullness of Christ and will graduate from the “school of sonship” to the throne (Eph. 4:13).
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Our Inheritance in Christ
a) As God’s adopted sons, we live in the tension of the already but not yet. We have already been
placed into God’s family as a son. We have already been placed into Abraham’s inheritance as a
legal heir and have received the indwelling Spirit (Gal. 3:14,29; 4:1-7). But our adoption still remains
to be finalized. As Paul voiced, “We ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves
groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body”
(Rom. 8:23). There is a groan within true believers for our adoption to be completed—for us to
receive our resurrected, glorified bodies and to be placed as a mature son into Christ’s inheritance.
b) Paul expressed this tension between the already but not yet in Ephesians 1, his grand manifesto of
God’s eternal purpose. Paul revealed that we have already received an inheritance but it’s only a
down payment for the future. He said, “We have obtained an inheritance” and we “were sealed in
Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance” (Eph. 1:11, 13-14).
c) The initial act of adoption into God’s family made us Abraham’s heir and a partaker of the Holy
Spirit. Yet as Paul stated, the final result of our adoption is future, for which we wait with intense
longing and groaning. As “fellow heirs with Christ,” we are in the school of sonship unto adoption,
being trained by the Holy Spirit for our future son placement into Christ’s inheritance.
d) In the council of the Godhead in eternity past, the Father determined that humanity would be
coheirs with His Son. Before one act of creation, God the Father destined mankind for an
unfathomable inheritance with His beloved Son. Paul said, since we are God’s teknon by new birth,
then we are also “heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:17).
e) The Greek word for “fellow heirs” means a “co-heir,” a “participant in common,” a “joint-heir,” and a
“co-inheritor.”102 In other words, as God’s teknon by new birth, we are destined to inherit with
Jesus Christ. But what does that mean? What does God intend for us to inherit? What exactly is our
inheritance in Jesus Christ? What is our eternal destiny as God’s adopted sons? This session will
answer all of these questions as we look in detail at our eternal inheritance as coheirs with Christ.

II.

The First-Born Son’s Inheritance
a) In order to understand our inheritance in Christ, we first need insight into primogeniture. Though
most in the Western culture are unfamiliar with this term, primogeniture was deeply embedded in
the culture of the ancient world, especially when the Old and New Testament were written.
b) Primogeniture is the exclusive rights of inheritance that belong to the firstborn son. These rights
included a position of authority in the family (Gen. 25:23), being set apart as priest of the family (Ex.
13:2), and receiving the double portion of the father's estate (Deut. 21:17).
c) In the most ancient genealogies, a clear distinction was made between the firstborn son and the
younger sons (Genesis 10:15; 22:21; 25:13; 35:23; 36:15). The firstborn son received special
blessings (Gen. 27:19), special privileges (Gen 29:26), and special recognition (Gen. 22:21).
d) Though the rights of primogeniture were normally given to the oldest son, Scripture contains at
least three exceptions to this rule: 1) The oldest son could forfeit his firstborn privileges due to
improper behavior (Esau and Reuben); 2) A father (or grandfather) could reassign the firstborn
privileges to a younger son (Jacob and Ephraim); and 3) God Himself could appoint a younger son
to have firstborn privileges (Isaac, Joseph, and David). Let's look at a few biblical examples of
primogeniture to solidify this concept.
e) Esau and Jacob
•

Esau, as the firstborn son, was in line to receive the inheritance of his father Isaac. But instead,
Esau sold his birthright to Jacob for a pot of stew. As a result, Isaac made Jacob the ruler over
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Esau, he gave Jacob all of his servants, and he blessed him with grain and new wine (Gen.
27:37). Even though Esau was still Isaac's son, his status as firstborn son was lost forever.
Though Isaac still blessed Esau, it was incomparable to the blessing of the firstborn.
•

f)

The American Standard Version of the Bible does an excellent job translating what happened
between Isaac and Esau, stating, “For ye know that even when he afterward desired to inherit
the blessing, he was rejected; for he found no place for a change of mind in his father, though
he sought it diligently with tears” (Heb. 12:17). After Jacob had been blessed as the firstborn of
the family, there was nothing that Isaac could do. The birthright had forever been bequeathed
to Jacob. Esau had lost it forever!

Reuben and his brothers
•

Reuben, the firstborn son of Jacob, was destined to the rights of primogeniture. Yet because he
committed fornication with his father's concubine, Reuben squandered his birthright. Years
later, when Jacob blessed his sons, he said to Reuben, “You are my firstborn; my might and the
beginning of my strength, preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power. Uncontrolled as
water, you shall not have preeminence, because you went up to your father's bed; then you
defiled it” (Gen. 49:3-4).

•

Though destined for the firstborn son’s inheritance, Reuben lost it forever because of sexual
sin. Consequently, like Jacob declared, the tribe of Reuben never had “preeminence” or
“excel[ed]” as no judge, king, priest, or prophet ever came from the tribe of Reuben (Gen. 49:4,
NASB and NKJV). Though Reuben remained the son of Jacob, he forfeited the fullest measure
of blessing that he was destined to receive as the firstborn son.

•

Reuben's right to rule, to be priest of the family, and to have a double portion was distributed
among three of his brothers. As a result, Judah became the kingly tribe, Levi became the
priestly tribe, and Joseph became the tribe who received the double portion through Joseph’s
two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh (1 Chronicles 5:1-2).

g) Ephraim and Manasseh

III.

•

When Jacob distributed Reuben’s forfeited birthright among his sons, he gave the double
portion blessing to Joseph’s two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. Even though Manasseh was
Joseph’s firstborn son and in line to receive the greatest inheritance, Jacob decided to give it to
Ephraim.

•

When Joseph observed his father bequeathing the birthright to Ephraim, he protested and
said, “Not so, my father, for this one [Manasseh] is the firstborn. Place your right hand on his
head” (Gen. 49:18). Jacob refused and “put Ephraim before Manasseh,” giving him the greater
portion of the firstborn’s inheritance (Gen. 48:20). Though Manasseh would still “become a
people” and “be great,” Jacob declared that Ephraim would be “greater” and that “his
descendants shall become a multitude of nations” (Gen. 49:19).

•

Hundreds of years later, when the Lord prophesied the end-time return of the Jews back to
Israel through Jeremiah, God remembered Ephraim’s status as firstborn son and declared, “I am
a father to Israel, and Ephraim is My firstborn” (Jer. 31:9).

Jesus Is the Firstborn Son and Heir of All Things
a) The book of Hebrews reveals that Jesus Christ is the “firstborn” Son of God who is the “heir of all
things” (Heb. 1:2, 6). Referring to Jesus as the “firstborn” does not deny His deity, as some have
claimed throughout church history. Rather, this statement reveals that the Man Christ Jesus will
receive the fullest measure of inheritance, just as firstborn sons received in biblical times.
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b) After declaring that the Man Christ Jesus is the firstborn Son and heir of all things, the author of
Hebrews briefly referred to several Messianic prophecies (Heb. 1:5; 8-9; 13). His goal was to reveal
that Jesus, as the Messiah of Israel, will inherit all of these promises. Because the primary audience
of Hebrews was Jewish and knew the Messianic Scriptures intimately, the author raced through
these references to his make his next point. However, don't miss what the Spirit of God wants to
communicate here just because the author was brief. Through these Messianic references, the Holy
Spirit wants us to know that Jesus is the fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant and that He will fulfill
the Messianic prophecies of Psalm 2, Psalm 45, and Psalm 110.
c) As the heir of the Davidic Covenant, Jesus will sit on the throne of David and reign over the house
of Jacob forever (Heb. 1:5; 2 Sam. 7:14; Luke 1:31-33; Isa. 9:7). From David’s throne in Jerusalem,
Jesus will rule the nations for one-thousand years during the Kingdom Age (Jer. 3:17; Zech. 14:9;
Rev. 20:4).
d) As heir of the promises of Psalm 2, Jesus will inherit the ends of the earth as His possession, rule
over the nations with a rod iron enforcing God's Word, and He will shatter the rebellious in His
wrath (Heb. 1:5; Ps. 2:7-12).
e) As heir of the promises of Psalm 45, Jesus will return to the earth with vengeance, wage war
against God’s enemies with force, sit enthroned in Jerusalem, rule the nations with His scepter of
righteousness, and be married to His redeemed people who have made themselves ready (Heb.
1:8-9; Psalm 45:6-7).
f)

As heir of the promises of Psalm 110, Jesus will be a priest-king after the order of Melchizedek,
which simply means that He will merge the two offices of priest and king into one and will rule the
nations from the holy of holies (Heb. 1:13; Ps. 110; Zech. 6:13).

g) When these Messianic prophecies are fulfilled, God’s eternal purpose to sum up everything in His
Son will begin to be realized (Eph. 1:10).
h) Looking at Christ’s inheritance in Hebrews and Psalms, it’s clear that these promises are focused
upon God’s eternal purpose for the Kingdom Age, when Jesus will rule the nations from Jerusalem
for one-thousand years (Rev. 20:4). However, these promises also foretell Christ’s inheritance for
future ages. As Isaiah said, there will be no end to the increase of His government (Isa. 9:7). That
means when the Kingdom Age is complete, Christ’s authority will continue to increase into the
vastness of creation for the ages of ages. Therefore, what we see in Hebrews and Psalms reveals
Christ’s eternal inheritance applied in the context of one specific age—the Kingdom Age. But it
also reveals Christ’s eternal inheritance into the ages of ages.
i)

IV.

To recap, Hebrews and Psalms reveal that Jesus’ eternal inheritance, applied in the specific context
of the Kingdom Age, is to be King of the earth, to have authority over the nations, to possess the
nations as His inheritance, to rule the nations with His scepter of righteousness, to be the priestking who rules from the holy of holies, and to marry His redeemed people who have made
themselves ready. As we are about to see, this is not only Christ’s inheritance; it is also our
inheritance as God’s adopted sons.

The Church of the Firstborn
a) Right after the author Hebrews described Jesus as the firstborn son, the heir of all things, and
detailed His Messianic inheritance, he said that believers “will inherit salvation” (Heb. 1:14).
Salvation is not just something that we possess in our spirit and is being worked out into our soul;
salvation is something that we will inherit. Based upon the context, this surely relates to our calling
as “heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:17).
b) A few chapters later, the author of Hebrews said that we are “partakers of a heavenly calling” and
have become “partakers of Christ” (Heb. 3:1,14). Based upon the emphasis of Christ's inheritance in
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the book of Hebrews, I believe a better translation is “partakers with Christ.” In fact, the New Living
Translation communicates this idea, stating, “We will share in all that belongs to Christ.”
c) The Greek word for “partakers” means “sharing in, partaking of, a partner, participant, a sharer, by
implication, an associate.”103 Clearly, this relates to our calling to share in the inheritance of Christ
as “firstborn” sons (Heb. 12:23).
d) When our adoption as sons is finalized at the second coming of Christ, those who submitted fully
to the child-training of the Holy Spirit will be given a firstborn son status, allowing us to partake of
the full eternal inheritance of Jesus Christ, the firstborn Son and heir of all things. With this in mind,
it’s noteworthy that the book of Hebrews refers to the body of Christ as the “church of the
firstborn,” underscoring our call to share in the inheritance of Jesus Christ as firstborn sons (Heb.
12:23).
e) The book of Revelation also emphasizes this concept. For example, the Father says, “He who
overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son [huios]” (Rev. 21:7).
As God’s teknon, we are destined to be coheirs with Christ and to “inherit these things.” Yet for the
moment, we are being groomed by the Holy Spirit, the child trainer who is preparing us for the
throne. If we remain under His governmental hand, allowing Him to fully prepare us for placement
into Christ’s eternal inheritance, then, in the Father’s own words, “[we] will be [His] son”—we will
be His huios. We will be the overcomers who “will inherit these things.”
f)

V.

Summarizing Revelation 21:7, overcoming relates to graduation from the school of sonship unto
adoption. Becoming God’s huios is when our adoption as sons is finalized—when we are given a
firstborn son status and placed as a legal heir into Christ’s eternal inheritance. And the eternal
rewards described in Revelation 2-3 is the inheritance reserved for the overcomers who are given
the status of a firstborn son.

A Summary of Our Eternal Inheritance
a) To keep it simple, our inheritance listed in Revelation 2-3 can be categorized into:
1. Eternal intimacy;
2. Eternal authority;
3. Eternal glory.
b) Before we go into the details of these eternal rewards, let me make an important point. It’s clear
when reading Revelation 2-3 that the rewards are only given to the overcomers. What’s not as
clear, however, is whether all believers are overcomers or only the believers who overcome what
Jesus said in Revelation 2-3, such as losing your first love, false teachings, Jezebel, indifference, and
lukewarmness, just to name a few. Esteemed, honorable, God-fearing, and Christ-loving men and
women of God have held both points of view throughout church history. So taking the time to
carefully consider both points of view is critical. However, it would be too time-consuming in this
session to properly consider both sides of this argument and resolve the tension between many
key verses. Therefore, this debate is out of scope for this class, though we do go into great detail
about the various arguments in our class The Overcomers.104
c) With this in mind, for the sake of simplicity and readability, when I describe the eternal intimacy,
eternal authority, and eternal glory that we are destined to inherit as God’s adopted sons, I made a
decision to use “we” and “us” rather than using the term “overcomers,” even though it’s only the
overcomers who will receive this inheritance. I also use the term “destined,” not to imply that our
inheritance is automatic and guaranteed, but to stress God’s ultimate intention for each of us. My
overall goal in this session is to clearly describe God’s eternal purpose for every born-again
believer. It’s not to debate whether or not every born-again believer is guaranteed to receive this
inheritance.
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d) As we consider the various promises made to the overcomers in Revelation 2-3, realize that these
are more than rewards given to the faithful. Though true, there’s something deeper that we need
to understand. What Jesus offers the overcomers are God’s original intention, decreed in the
eternal council of the Godhead before one act of creation. God’s eternal purpose has always been
to give His adopted sons the eternal intimacy, eternal authority, and eternal glory that Jesus
detailed in His messages to the seven churches of Asia Minor. Seeing from this perspective
changes the way we view these promises. More than a reward for faithfulness, more than a badge
given to an elite set of super Christians, these promises have always been God’s intention for His
adopted, Christ-like sons.
e) As we examine the indescribable promises in Revelation 2-3, realize that these are God’s
predestined plan for you and me. These promises are Jesus’ loving and passionate invitation to us
into God’s eternal purpose, which the Godhead determined in the eternal council before time and
creation. These incredible promises describe the inheritance reserved for God’s huios, for those
who have graduated from the school of sonship unto adoption. As we read through these
promises, let this truth awaken in your heart and soul: You have been destined for eternal intimacy,

eternal authority, and eternal glory.

VI.

#1: Eternal Intimacy
a) Eat from the tree of life
•

God’s ultimate intention is for us to eat from the tree of life for all eternity. Jesus said, “To him
who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God” (Rev. 2:7).

•

Partaking of the tree of life, which contains the indestructible life of the Son, will release the
fullness of Christ’s life into our spirit, soul, and glorified body. Throughout eternity, as we
partake of this tree, we will forever be increasing in the infinite life of Christ. As a result, we will
have the capacity to enjoy Jesus in His glory at the deepest level of intimacy and love for the
eternal ages.

•

Here’s why I believe the tree of life gives us the capacity to love Jesus at the deepest level of
intimacy and love. We know from personal experience that the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil imparted a deep selfishness into the DNA of our soul and made us profound lovers of
self. It seems reasonable, therefore, that the tree of life would have a similar but opposite
effect. That is, eating from the tree of life will likely impart the Father’s love for Jesus into us,
just as Jesus prayed in John 17:26, “That the love with which You loved Me may be in them.”

•

This also makes sense considering the context of Jesus’ message to the Ephesians, where He
exhorted them to return to their first love (Rev. 2:4-5). If we make loving Jesus our first priority
in life, then it appears that God will take our weak love and multiply it exponentially in the ages
to come, giving us the capacity and the ability to fully enjoy Jesus at the deepest level of love.

•

God’s love flows out of His life and eating from the tree of life in heaven will not only release
Christ’s life within us fully, it will also impart the Father’s love for His Son into our heart and soul
at the deepest level possible, giving us the power to love Jesus like the Father. It’s very likely
that the tree of life will awaken emotions in us that bring us into full union with God’s heart,
giving us the capacity to experience God’s deepest pleasures continually without being
overwhelmed by the intensity. This will transform us into true worshipers whose main desire is
to simply worship Jesus in the fullness of His glory for all eternity.
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b) Hidden manna
•

God’s ultimate intention is for us to dwell in the holy of holies for all eternity and to feast upon
deep revelation that comes out of intimacy with the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Jesus
said, “To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna” (Rev. 2:17).

•

The “hidden manna” likely refers to the manna that was put into the golden pot in the ark of
the covenant and remained perpetually in the holy of holies in the tabernacle and the temple.
Only the high priest could see this hidden manna once a year on the Day of Atonement. In
addition, the “hidden manna” undoubtedly refers to Jesus Himself, who is the true bread or
manna from heaven, who sustains His people by His words (John 6:48-51; Matt. 4:4).

•

Eating the hidden manna, therefore, is a metaphor to describe our eternal intimacy with the
Godhead in the holy of holies. We are destined to dwell in the holy of holies in the ages to
come, where we will be granted immediate and permanent access to Jesus, have deep
intimacy with Him, and feast upon His words forever. Eating the hidden manna alludes to the
rich fellowship that we will enjoy forever with God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Spirit in the fullness of glory.

•

Our fallen minds can’t fathom the utterly inconceivable depths of intimacy that God invites us
to enjoy throughout eternity. The spiritual ecstasy that we will experience as we communicate
with Him at the deepest levels of love. The intrigue, enthrallment, and captivation that we will
feel as He speaks to us and reveals His personality in ways we had never known. The ravishing
and exquisite pleasures that will overcome our emotions as His love washes over us, in wave
after wave of the Bridegroom’s affection for us, His cherished bride. And the spiritual joy that
we will experience as we feast upon Jesus, the hidden manna, for the endless ages to come.

•

Jesus is the feast that we will dine upon for all eternity. Just as eating brings physical
satisfaction, as hunger pains are silenced and cravings are met, Jesus as the hidden manna will
satisfy our souls and enrich our resurrected bodies as we dwell in the holy of holies.

c) A white stone with a new name written on it
•

God’s ultimate intention, as the equally-yoked wife of Jesus Christ, is for us to enjoy a corporate
and individual union with our heavenly Bridegroom. Jesus said, “To him who overcomes...I will
give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who
receives it” (Rev. 2:17).

•

In the Roman Empire, white stones were given to honor those who offered valiant service to
the community, in battle, or who were victorious in an athletic game. Those who received the
white stones were given special privileges and were admitted to special events, including the
games and feasts hosted by the Roman Empire. The white stone, therefore, is probably like a
ticket to the marriage supper of the Lamb, where the corporate bride will dine with Jesus in
deep intimacy for all eternity.

•

The “new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it” reflects our
unique, individual relationship with Jesus. It will characterize who we are, how we lived our
lives in the secret place with Jesus, and how we will function in eternity. In biblical days, a name
was more than a label that set us apart from others. A person’s name reflected their nature. A
person was their name. When God renames us, it will personify our transformation into the
nature of Christ and it will reflect our new identity and eternal destiny.

•

In our culture, most brides receive a new last name whenever they get married. This is likely
what Jesus had in mind when He promised to give us a new name on a white stone. When we
marry Jesus as His prepared bride, we will receive a new name.
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•

But there is more to this name than its newness and its signal of marriage. The only ones who
will know their new name are God and those who receive it. This new name, which will be
hidden from everyone else, points to the intimate, private, and intensely personal nature of our
eternal relationship with Jesus.

•

The white stone with a new name written on it is our Bridegroom’s unique gift to us, His
cherished and beloved bride. This refers to both our corporate and individual union with Him
for all eternity.

d) Wedding garments
•

God’s ultimate intention, as the equally-yoked wife of the Son, is to give us wedding garments
for our marriage to Jesus, our heavenly Bridegroom. Jesus said, “He who overcomes will thus
be clothed in white garments” and “will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy” (Rev. 3:4-5).

•

The white garments are described in further detail in Revelation 19:7-8, when a great multitude
in heaven proclaims, “Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of
the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready. It was given to her to clothe herself
in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.”

•

To better understand the white garments of fine linen, we need a little insight into Jewish
weddings during the days of Jesus. While the bridegroom was away preparing their house, it
was customary for a Jewish bride to make her own wedding dress. The betrothed bride would
spend hours meticulously creating her dress, carefully stitching it together thread by thread.
She would thoroughly inspect her dress for stains, wrinkles, or blemishes. After all, how would
a Jewish bridegroom feel if he showed up to take his bride to the wedding and she didn’t have
on her wedding clothes or if her dress was partially complete? It would undoubtedly signify
that his bride had other interests and affections that were more important than him. That’s
why Jewish brides would take this custom serious. They wanted to ensure that their dress was
ready to put on at a moment’s notice for the sudden appearance of the bridegroom.

•

Like the Jewish bride who made her own wedding dress, we are to work out our salvation
through love-based obedience for Jesus Christ. This is how we make our own wedding dress
and it ensures that we are ready for the sudden appearance of our Bridegroom. Only those
with white garments will be allowed to participate in the marriage supper of the Lamb as the
bride of Jesus Christ (Matt. 22:12).

•

In summary, the white garments are the capstone of the fully prepared bride who made herself
ready while the Bridegroom was away. God’s ultimate intention is for us to make our own
wedding dress, to be clothed in white garments, and to walk with the Lord in white at the
marriage supper of the Lamb.

e) The Father’s name written on us
•

God’s ultimate intention is for the Father to have a family of Christ-like sons who are His
inheritance. Jesus said, “He who overcomes...I will write on him the name of My God” (Rev.
3:12). Though this verse doesn't reveal where the name of the Father will be written, both
Revelation 14:1 and Revelation 22:4 show that God’s name will be written on the forehead of
the overcomers.

•

The Father’s name written on our forehead brands us as the Father’s inheritance and signals
that we have graduated from the school of sonship unto adoption. It testifies that we remained
under the child-training work of the Holy Spirit, suffering nobly, until Christ was formed in us.
Those who follow the Lamb wherever He goes, during their time on earth, will receive this
mark, for “they are blameless” (Rev. 14:5).
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•

The Father’s name will be written on the “mature man,” the corporate son who has come into
“the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13). This mark
declares that we have overcome, that we “will inherit these things,” and that we are God’s
mature, Christ-like sons that He has longed for before the foundation of the world (Rev. 21:7).

•

The corporate son branded with the Father’s name will be adopted into a firstborn son status,
sharing fully in Christ’s eternal inheritance. These mature, responsible, broken, and Spirit-led
sons will take part in the first resurrection, radiate God’s glory like the brightness of the sun,
return with Jesus at His second coming, vanquish God’s enemies, judge the nations, administer
God’s righteousness and justice in their assigned sphere of influence, and rule the nations with
a rod of iron (Rev. 20:4-6; Matt. 13:43; Rev. 17:14; Rev. 2:26-27; Rom. 8:19-22).

•

All creation is groaning, longing, and yearning for the revealing of the mature sons of God, the
overcomers branded with the Father’s name on their forehead. This corporate son will return
with Christ to this earth and will liberate creation from the curse and restore the earth to God’s
original intention (Rom. 8:19-21).

Jesus’ new name written on us
•

God’s ultimate intention is for the Son to have an equally-yoked bride as His inheritance. Jesus
said, “He who overcomes...I will write on him...My new name” (Rev. 3:12).

•

Having the Son’s name written on our forehead brands us as Jesus’ very own possession and
testifies that we are part of the corporate bride the Son has longed for since eternity past. This
mark signals that we have become Jesus’ inheritance because we made ourselves ready as His
beloved, cherished bride. It testifies that while the Bridegroom was away, we made our own
wedding dress, carefully stitching together our white garments by working out our salvation
with fear and trembling (Phil. 2:12).

•

The Son’s name will be written on the corporate bride who purchased the oil of internal
intimacy during the Bridegroom’s delay (Matt. 25:1-13). These will burn with the Father’s very
own love for the Son and will have Jesus as their exceedingly great reward, for they paid the
price to know the Lord intimately in the secret place and pursued Him as their first love.

•

All of heaven is waiting intently for the day when the corporate bride is branded with the Son’s
new name, marked as His cherished inheritance. Heaven’s joy and gladness concerning the
marriage supper of the Lamb, the ultimate event of the ages, can’t be expressed or articulated
in human language (Rev. 19:7-9). What an eternal plan that God established before the
foundation of the world! We have been destined to be the bride of Jesus Christ for all eternity
and to be branded as His own inheritance for the ages of ages.

g) Dining with Jesus
•

God’s ultimate intention is for us to enjoy forever what the Godhead has forever enjoyed.
Namely, we are invited into the circle of the Trinity, where we will experience the same
fellowship, intimacy, and union with the Godhead that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
have enjoyed for all eternity. Jesus said, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears
My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me”
(Rev. 3:20). Many have used this verse as a call to salvation. However, Jesus is not speaking to
unbelievers; He is speaking to His church. Notice also that Jesus’ knock is His voice speaking to
us.

•

In biblical days, table fellowship was a common image for deep communion and the strong
bonds of affection and companionship. Dining brought people together, where they shared
intimate conversations, inside information, and secrets. In biblical times, dining was one of the
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most enjoyable experiences of life. Even in our day, dining is the place where we let our down
guard and really connect with people. When we share a meal with someone, we usually
become real and communicate with them at a heart-to-heart level.

VII.

•

In the same way, Jesus yearns for deep fellowship with us, both now and for all eternity. He
longs for us to enjoy Him as He enjoys us. He wants us to hear His voice and talk with Him as
two friends would over dinner. The Lord wants to share His intimate secrets with us. He wants
to share what is on His heart.

•

Though this promise relates to having increased intimacy in this life, Jesus was undoubtedly
looking ahead to the marriage supper of the Lamb. The Greek word for dine in this verse is
deipneo, which is derived from deipnon—the Greek word used in Revelation 19:9 to describe
the “marriage supper of the Lamb.”

•

When Jesus invites us to dine with Him, He is offering us the opportunity to experience deep
communion, intimacy, oneness, and friendship with Him both now and throughout the eternal
ages. The pleasure and privilege of eternal intimacy with Jesus is inexpressible.

#2: Eternal Authority
a) Crown of life
•

God’s ultimate intention is for us to be kings who rule the universe with His Son. Jesus said, “Be
faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life” (Rev. 2:10).

•

The Greek word for “crown” is stephanos and it means “a mark of royal or exalted rank.”105
Stephanos was a wreath or garland given as a prize to victors in the public games.106 The crown
of life, therefore, is the crown given to the overcomers who will rule and reign with Christ.

•

The crown of life is the victor’s crown, the conqueror’s crown, given to those who remain
faithful until death. This crown will be a signal of our authority as kings in God’s kingdom, for
Jesus will give us His royalty for our loyalty.

•

Before the creation of the world, God destined us to be kings in His kingdom who partner with
Jesus to expand His government to the vastness of creation throughout the eternal ages.
Crowns, which were given to those who were victorious in an athletic game and were a mark of
a royal and exalted rank, will be given to signal our eternal authority. Our eternal inheritance is
to rule with kingdom authority over the nations.

b) Authority over the nations
•

God’s ultimate intention is for us to have authority over the nations as the equally-yoked bride
of Christ. Jesus said, “He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO HIM I
WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS; AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON,
AS THE VESSELS OF THE POTTER ARE BROKEN TO PIECES, as I also have received authority from
My Father” (Rev. 2:26-27).

•

When Christ’s body has fully matured and our adoption is finalized at the end of the age, we
will be placed into Christ’s inheritance and given authority over the nations. Then, in
partnership with Jesus, we will enforce God’s kingdom rule throughout the earth during the
Kingdom Age.

•

The authority given to the overcomers will be like a rod of iron, that with one sharp blow
breaks clay pottery into hundreds of pieces. The imagery is unmistakably clear—the authority
of God’s adopted sons will be irresistible. Those who rebel against God’s rule will be utterly

Lifeschool International | www.LifeschoolInternational.org

Page 89

Session 8: Coheirs with Christ

God’s Eternal Purpose

destroyed. This authority will be displayed the moment Jesus and the overcomers return to
earth, for they will use their rod-of-iron authority to utterly destroy the antichrist, the false
prophet, all of his military, and everyone in the nations who took the mark of the beast (Rev.
17:14). After this, Jesus and the overcomers will use their rod of authority to enforce God’s rule
in the earth and to deal ruthlessly with all who rebel against the Lord and His Word.
•

Our eternal inheritance is to have authority over the nations. Our destiny is to rule and reign
with judicial responsibility and kingly oversight, bringing justice and righteousness into the
sphere of authority entrusted to us. Whether that is being “in authority over ten cities” or “five
cities,” our destiny is to rule over literal cities in partnership with Jesus—perhaps over the
renowned cities of today, such as New York City, Washington, D.C., London, Sydney, or Rome
(Luke 19:17-19).

c) The Throne
•

God’s ultimate intention is for us to sit down with Jesus on His throne as His queen and to reign
over all creation with judicial responsibility and kingdom authority. Jesus said, “He who
overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat
down with My Father on His throne” (Rev. 3:21).

•

What an amazing promise! This has to be one of the most amazing invitations in the entire
Bible. Our eternal destiny is to sit down with Jesus on His throne and to rule the nations with
Him forever. It just does not get any better than that.

•

You are destined for the throne. Jesus, the great King of the universe, has asked you to marry
Him and to rule the nations in partnership with Him forever. You are called to eternal
greatness. You are destined to rule and reign with Christ throughout the eternal ages. You are
invited to be part of the most powerful royal family in history. This has to be one of the most
unbelievable offers in the entire Bible.

•

Think about it. God Himself is offering us the privileged position of ruling and reigning with
Jesus Christ for all eternity. God has invited us to something far greater than being the
president of the only super-power in the world. Jesus has invited us to sit down with Him on
His throne and to rule the nations with a rod of iron in the Millennial Kingdom and for all
eternity.

•

We are destined for the throne. Revelation 20:4 states, “Then I saw thrones, and they sat on
them, and judgment was given to them....And they came to life and reigned with Christ for a
thousand years.” Paul said to the Corinthians, “Do you not know that the saints will judge the
world?” (1 Cor. 6:2-3). God’s ultimate intention for us is to sit down with Jesus on His throne
and assist Him in judging the nations and evaluating their role during the Millennial Kingdom
(Matt. 25:31-46). We are invited to be Jesus’ right-hand men and women as co-rulers in His
kingdom!

•

There’s even better news! This invitation extends far past the thousand-year reign of Christ on
the earth. Revelation 22:5 states that we will “reign forever and ever.” This literally means, when
you understand the Greek, for the ages to the ages.107 Our eternal inheritance in Jesus Christ is
to partner with Him to expand God’s kingdom into the vastness of creation in each unique age
throughout eternity (Isa. 9:7).

Lifeschool International | www.LifeschoolInternational.org

Page 90

Session 8: Coheirs with Christ

VIII.

God’s Eternal Purpose

#3: Eternal Glory
a) A pillar in God’s temple
•

God’s ultimate intention is for us to dwell in the holy of holies in heaven’s temple and to
minister to Him as His priests continually. Jesus said, “He who overcomes, I will make him a
pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore” (Rev. 3:12).

•

Before explaining “a pillar in the temple,” let’s first consider heaven’s temple (Rev. 7:15; 11:19;
14:15; 14:17; 15:5; 15:6; 16:1; 16:17). Have you ever thought about heaven having a temple?
This word for “temple” was used to explain “only...the sacred edifice (or sanctuary) itself,
consisting of the Holy place and the Holy of Holies.”108

•

Also, consider this: God ordered Moses to make earth’s tabernacle after the heavenly pattern
(Heb. 8:4-5). Looking at the earthly tabernacle, we can conclude that heaven has an outer
court, a holy place, and the holy of holies.

•

Another important point to keep in mind. There is no temple in the new Jerusalem, the bridal
city that will come onto the scene after the one-thousand-year reign of Christ on the earth
(Rev. 21:22). Although there will be an earthly temple in Jerusalem during Jesus’ millennial
reign (Zech. 6:12-13).

•

Since a pillar bears the weight of a building, it signifies stability, firmness, beauty, permanence,
and importance. Putting all of this together, the promise to be a pillar in the temple means that
we will have unlimited access to dwell in the holy of holies in the heavenly temple and the
Millennial temple. Once Jesus’ millennial reign is complete and the temple is replaced by the
Father and the Son, who become the temple of the new Jerusalem, we will be permitted to
dwell within the heart of God, somewhat like the eternal Son who dwelled in the bosom of the
Father in eternity past (Rev. 21:22).

•

Being a pillar in God’s temple means that we will be given a place of honor and will receive
unlimited access to the holy of holies in heaven’s temple, the Millennial Temple located in
Jerusalem, and within God’s heart in the new Jerusalem. This will allow us to fulfill our calling as
priests-kings after the order of Melchizedek.109 As priests, we will minister directly to the Father
and the Son in their radiance, majesty, and glory. As kings, we will go forth from the holy of
holies with great authority to rule the nations with a rod of iron.

b) The new city Jerusalem written on us
•

God’s ultimate intention is for us to dwell with Him in the holy of holies, where we will behold
His glory, see His face, and minister directly to Him as a priest for the eternal ages. Jesus said,
“He who overcomes...I will write on him...the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem,
which comes down out of heaven from My God” (Rev. 3:12).

•

After the millennial reign of Christ, John saw "a great white throne and Him who sat on it" (Rev.
20:11, NKJV). Some say this is the Father. Others say this is the Son. But whichever member of
the Trinity it is, notice that it says, “From whose face the earth and the heaven fled away” (Rev.
20:11, NKJV). Do you feel the intense implications here? Heaven and earth cannot handle the
intensity of God’s glory beaming from His unveiled face, and figuratively speaking, heaven and
earth flee away like an animal in flight-mode running for its life. The intensity of God’s glorious
face unveiled to creation is too much for the present heaven and earth to handle, so God must
create a new heaven and a new earth that can sustain the age of His unveiled face.

•

Now here is where the new Jerusalem comes into the picture. Revelation 22:3-4 states that “His
bond-servants...will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads” as they minister to
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the Lord in the new Jerusalem. Our heritage is to be a priestly bride who has the capacity in our
resurrected and glorified bodies to see the unveiled face of God and not be incinerated! It’s
here, in the new Jerusalem, that we will minister to the Father and the Son through the Holy
Spirit face-to-face in the most intimate communion and fellowship imaginable. What a
beautiful promise to have the new Jerusalem branded upon us!
•

Meditating upon the vast dimensions of the new Jerusalem reveals that this city is the holy of
holies of the new heaven and the new earth. Here’s why I say this. The holy of holies in Moses’
tabernacle measured 10 cubits wide, long, and high. Similarly, the holy of holies in Solomon’s
temple measured 20 cubits wide, long, and high. Connecting the dots, it appears that the new
Jerusalem—which is also a perfect cube that measures 1,500 miles wide, long, and high—is the
holy of holies of the new heaven and the new earth. Perhaps God made the new Jerusalem, as
His holy-of-holies city, the smallest He could without it bursting at the seams from the
concentrated radiance of His glorious and beautiful face!

•

After the Millennial Kingdom, we will dwell in the bridal city, the new Jerusalem, as the wife of
the Lamb and as firstborn sons of God for the eternal ages. As God’s bondservants who follow
the Lamb wherever He goes, we will be allowed to see God's face in the deepest, most intimate
places of glory as we minister to Him as a priestly-bride.

c) Shining like the sun

IX.

•

God’s ultimate intention is for us to shine like the sun in the radiance of His glory. Though this
promise is not from Revelation 2-3, it’s too glorious not to mention. Describing the end-time
harvest where God’s children come to full maturity as sons, Jesus said, “Then the righteous will
shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father” (Matt. 13:43, NKJV). The “righteous” are
the “the sons of the kingdom”—God’s adopted sons who are placed into Christ’s eternal
inheritance at the end of the age (Matt. 13:38).

•

If you want a glimpse of your eternal destiny, look up at the sun during a hot summer day. In a
similar way, God’s ultimate intention is to clothe you in such brilliant glory that you shine and
radiate like the brightness of the sun.

•

When John saw Jesus in all of His glory, “His face was like the sun shining in its strength” (Rev.
1:16). As God’s adopted son who will be placed into Christ’s eternal inheritance, the Father
intends nothing less for you! Your face is meant to shine forth like the brightness of the sun for
all eternity. Oh the glory and beauty that awaits God’s overcoming sons!

•

Describing our resurrection bodies, Paul said, “There is one glory of the sun, and another glory
of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory. So also is the
resurrection of the dead” (1 Cor. 15:41-42). This verse is unmistakably clear. There will be
varying degrees of glory for the redeemed. Those who have fully embraced the internal
working of the cross and have completely surrendered their self-life to the Holy Spirit will shine
forth like the brightness of the sun. Others who have lived with a mixture of self and God will
have the glory of the moon. And still others who were saved and justified but lived for
themselves will have the glory of a faint star.

•

Though the redeemed will have varying degrees of glory in their resurrection bodies, God’s
ultimate intention is that all of us would shine forth like the sun. The Father jealously yearns for
us to radiate His glory just like Jesus, the pattern Son of God.

God Is Our Inheritance
a) Reading through the details of our eternal inheritance in Revelation 2-3, you see the
consummation of God’s original intention. You see God’s eternal purpose, which the Godhead
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determined in the eternal council, brought full circle. You see Jesus urging us with love and
affection to take our invitation into the circle of the Trinity serious. You see God’s ultimate
intention for humanity clearly articulated. You see the Lord’s desire to bring us into the fellowship
of God’s burning heart and to give us eternal intimacy, eternal authority, and eternal glory. What
you discover is that God Himself is our inheritance. As John Piper famously said, “God is the
gospel.”110
b) God told Abram, “I am...your exceedingly great reward” (Gen. 15:1, NKJV). If your idea of heaven is
anything less than the Man Christ Jesus, you will be sorely disappointed. We are inheriting a Man—
the Man Christ Jesus. He is our exceedingly great reward. He is our inheritance. He is our prize,
treasure, and crown. Not things. Not money. Not a mansion. God Himself.
c) The Lord told Aaron—and by implication—all the Levites, “You shall have no inheritance in their
land nor own any portion among them; I am your portion and your inheritance” (Num. 18:20). The
same is true with us. God is our inheritance. We are invited to forever enjoy what the Trinity has
enjoyed forever. Our inheritance is the same ecstatic love, intimacy, fellowship, pleasure, and
delight that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit have enjoyed for the endless ages of eternity
past. We are destined to inherit God as our Father, the Son as our Husband, and the Spirit as our
life. We have been chosen, sought out, pursued, and chased down by a God who burns with love
for us. We have been marked for the circle of the Trinity. God is the gospel. God is our inheritance.
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God’s Eternal Purpose Fulfilled
a) In Session 7, we looked at the Father’s ultimate intention to adopt us as sons. This eternal purpose
is fulfilled in three phases. Phase 1 is our placement into God’s family as a son. Phase 2 is our
preparation for placement into Christ’s inheritance. And Phase 3 is the placement of God’s
corporate son into Christ’s inheritance. Phase 1 is individual and at random times as people receive
Christ as their Lord and Savior. Phase 2 is both individual and corporate, as the Spirit trains
individuals and entire churches for their eternal inheritance. And Phase 3 is corporate, when the
Father places the overcoming sons into the inheritance of Christ at the same time, just prior to the
second coming.
b) In Session 8, we saw the amazing and stunning plan the Father has determined for us. We looked
in detail at our inheritance of eternal intimacy, eternal authority, and eternal glory. We saw that we
are destined for the throne and have been chosen to receive God Himself as our inheritance. For
the endless ages of eternity, we have been invited in to the holy of holies, where we will share in
the same love, intimacy, and fellowship that God the Father and God the Son have enjoyed
through God the Spirit forever.
c) In this session, we will put the pieces of the puzzle together and look at how God’s eternal purpose
to adopt us as sons will be fulfilled at the end of the age. If you recall from Session 3, God’s “eternal
purpose” is literally God’s “purpose for the ages” (Eph. 3:11).
d) As a reminder, the Scriptures reveal distinct ages in which God has a specific mission, unique goals,
and a predefined objective that He seeks to accomplish. This divine initiative is in accordance with
“the purpose of the ages” that was established in God’s eternal council. It is the blueprint that
drives all that God has done or will ever do.
e) In Session 3, we also saw the distinct ages revealed in Scripture, including the Age of the Gentiles,
the Age of Israel, the Church Age, the Kingdom Age, and the eternal ages. We now live at the end
of the Church Age, in a prophetic transition that is leading to the dawn of a new age—the
Kingdom Age, in which Jesus Christ and His wife will reign over the earth and rule the nations with
a rod of iron. This is summarized in the chart below.

f)

Here at the end of the Church Age, in the prophetic transition leading to the Kingdom Age, God
has a specific mission, a unique goal, and a predefined objective that He is seeking to accomplish.
He wants to bring forth a “mature man,” which Paul said is “the measure of the stature which
belongs to the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13). God’s primary goal in this prophetic transition from
the Church Age to the Kingdom Age is for the teknon of God to mature into huios of God, for God’s
children to become a mature son, for Christ’s body to come into fullness, conformed into His exact
nature and likeness.
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g) As a side note, I have been studying end-time prophecy extensively for over twenty years. I’ve read
thousands of pages of commentaries and books about this subject. I’ve read numerous
commentaries on the book of Revelation, Isaiah, and Daniel. In all my studies, I don’t recall any
scholar, teacher, preacher, or author connecting God’s eternal purpose to the end times. Yet this is
exactly what drives God’s end-time agenda. Everything about the end times, including God’s endtime judgments, the antichrist and his kingdom, harlot Babylon, and the persecution of the church
is uniquely designed by God with a purpose—His eternal purpose. And the result will be the Father
having what He’s always yearned for—a family of Christ-like sons who will share in the eternal
inheritance with His beloved Son, Jesus Christ.
h) We need a fresh perspective of the end times, where we view it—not as a mean and angry God
destroying sinners in His rage—but as the time when He fulfills His unique purpose for this age.
Yes, God will release His wrath upon those who disobey the gospel, but there is something far
greater that will happen. God’s sons are about to graduate from the school of sonship unto
adoption and their graduation is to the throne.
i)

In this session, we will look at how God’s unique purpose for this age, determined in His eternal
council before time and creation, will be fulfilled in a dramatic way. Specifically, we will look at the
six-stage process of how God’s eternal purpose to adopt us as sons will be finalized. This is
summarized below.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

j)

II.

God’s eternal purpose established;
A remnant who have matured and overcome through history;
The first-fruits harvest of mature sons completed;
The final ingathering of mature sons;
The corporate adoption;
God’s sons revealed to creation.

The chart below pictures this six-stage process.

Phase 1: God’s Eternal Purpose Established
a) We won’t spend much time on this phase since we have already covered it extensively. But just to
recap, Paul said, “He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself” (Eph. 1:5).
b) God the Father’s predetermined plan before one act of creation was to place us into His family as
His very own sons, to train us for reigning in the school of sonship unto adoption, and to place us
into Christ’s inheritance at the end of the age.
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c) This plan underscores our heavenly Father’s goodness, love, and kindness. When Paul peered into
the wonder of this eternal blueprint by revelation, he said that God’s plan was “according to the
kind intention of His will” (Eph. 1:5). The Father’s goodness, joy, and love is revealed by His eternal
forethought to invite us into the circle of the throne, to conform us into the image of the Man,
Christ Jesus, and to place us as coheirs with His Son into eternal intimacy, eternal authority, and
eternal glory.

III.

Phase 2: A Remnant Who Have Matured and Overcome Through History
a) Thundering from the throne, the Father summarized Jesus’ messages to the seven churches and
Paul’s teaching on adoption, saying, “He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his
God and he will be My son [huios]” (Rev. 21:7, emphasis mine).
b) Overcoming what Jesus listed in Revelation 2-3 is synonymous with remaining under the Holy
Spirit’s child-training hand. In fact, in His message to Laodicea, Jesus said, “Those whom I love, I
reprove and discipline [paideuō = child train]” (Rev. 3:19, emphasis mine). If we submit to the Holy
Spirit’s leadership and come fully under His government, then He will empower us to overcome
what Jesus stipulated in Revelation 2-3, including losing our first love, self-love, false doctrines,
Jezebel, apathy, indifference, and lukewarmness.
c) Overcoming is how we graduate from the school of sonship into a firstborn status, enabling us to
receive our eternal inheritance. As the Father said, “He who overcomes will inherit these things.”
What things do we inherit? The eternal rewards we looked at in the previous session, summarized
by eternal intimacy, eternal authority, and eternal glory. Remaining under the child-trainers’
governmental hand is how we overcome and it’s how our adoption as a huios is finalized. Like the
Father said, “He who overcomes...will be My son.”
d) Just to be clear, as born-again believers, overcoming doesn’t determine our eternal destination but
our eternal destiny. Overcoming doesn’t determine where we will spend eternity but how we will
spend eternity. Overcoming is synonymous with sanctification, our living condition aligned with
our legal position, the salvation of the soul, Christ-likeness, the cross-life, the Spirit-led life, abiding
in Christ, and making ourselves ready as the betrothed bride of Christ.
e) Throughout history, there has been a remnant of overcomers. For starters, Paul, John, and the
other apostles would certainly be included. The church of Philadelphia was an entire congregation
of overcomers. The church of Sardis had a remnant who were overcomers. It’s also a safe
assumption that the thousands who heard Jesus’ warnings from Revelation 2-3 in the first-century
responded, repented, and overcame. In addition, Hebrews 11 lists the overcomers who were
faithful witnesses throughout history.
f)

Only heaven knows who overcame and became an exact representation of Christ in character and
nature throughout history. But if we were to name the faithful witnesses from the first-century
until the present-day—those who were not only born of God but who matured into a full-grown
son able to handle and steward Christ’s inheritance—it would only be a remnant of the redeemed.

g) This remnant of overcomers are part of the first-fruits harvest of mature sons, those who have
ripened into the image of Christ before the majority. That means the first-fruits harvest has been
ongoing throughout history.

IV.

The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares
a) In Matthew 13:24-30, Jesus told a parable about wheat and tares. Perplexed by this parable, the
disciples said to Him, “Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field” (Matt. 13:36). For the next
seven verses, Jesus described the parable in great detail. Let’s take a look at some of His
statements to better understand the end-time harvest, which is Phases 3-4 of God’s eternal
purpose fulfilled in this age.
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b) The first thing to notice is that Jesus said, “The harvest is the end of the age” (Matt. 13:39). This
corresponds perfectly with the fifth prophetic declaration in Revelation 14 that the “harvest of the
earth is ripe” (Rev. 14:14-16). Since this statement is made at the midpoint of the tribulation, we
know that the greatest harvest in history will be reaped during the last three-and-a-half years
before Jesus returns.111
c) Jesus also said that the “good seed,” which is the wheat, “are the sons of the kingdom” (Matt.
13:38). The Greek word that Jesus used for “sons” is huios, which as we have seen repeatedly, is the
word that can be used to stress maturity, Christ-likeness, and a firstborn son who will share in the
full inheritance of their father.
d) Based upon the context of Matthew 13:38, where we see the wheat and the tares coming to full
bloom as lawlessness and righteousness reach an unprecedented level of maturity, we can safely
assume that Jesus strategically used the word huios to describe a vast number of believers coming
to full Christ-like maturity at the end of the age. This means the end-time harvest is all about the
mature sons of God.
e) Whereas only a remnant of the redeemed has matured and overcome throughout history, during
the last three-and-a-half years of this age, an unprecedented number of believers will be
conformed into an exact representation of the Man, Christ Jesus. Thus, the end-time harvest is far
greater than a world-wide revival where millions of people get saved in the context of signs,
wonders, and miracles. Though wonderful, the most glorious aspect of the end-time harvest is that
God’s eternal purpose will be fulfilled. The greatest number of believers in history will be
transformed into mature sons of God right before Jesus returns.
f)

Speaking about His looming crucifixion, Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit” (John 12:24).
Notice carefully that Jesus likened Himself to wheat and that His crucifixion, death, and
resurrection would eventually produce “much fruit.” Do you see the connection between Jesus
referring to Himself as wheat and the end-time harvest of wheat, which are the mature, Christ-like
sons?

g) Since seeds reproduce after their own kind, the “much fruit” that Jesus described was undoubtedly
the harvest of wheat at the end of the age. Jesus knew that His crucifixion and resurrection would
eventually produce a harvest of Christ-likeness in the heart and soul of His redeemed people. By
laying down His life, Jesus knew that it would eventually result in many sons who would become
an exact representation of Him. This is what the harvest of wheat at the end of the age is all about.
h) Hebrews 2:10 states that God’s great goal is to bring “many sons to glory.” Notice that it is not just
a remnant of sons, but many sons who will be brought to glory. Though only a remnant of God’s
people have overcome throughout history, it will not end that way. We are on the verge of
witnessing the greatest number of believers in history coming into full Christ-like maturity before
the Lord returns. This is what the end-time harvest is about.

V.

The Birth of the Man-Child
a) Having been part of the eternal council before time and creation, Jesus knew better than anyone
the Father’s ultimate intention to have a family of Christ-like sons. When the disciples asked Jesus
“what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age,” if you observe His answer closely,
you can see a subtle connection between this eternal purpose and God’s end-time agenda. For
example, after listing the end-time signs to watch for—including deception through false teachers
and false prophets, wars and rumors of wars, nations and kingdoms fighting against one another,
famines, and earthquakes—Jesus said, “All these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs”
(Matt. 24:8).
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b) It’s only logical to assume that birth pangs point to a birth, right? If so, then what birth did Jesus
have in mind? Do the prophetic Scriptures foretell a birth that could shift us into the next age?
After many years of study, I’m convinced that the end-time birth pangs are connected to the birth
of the man-child in Revelation 12. When Jesus alluded to birth pangs, He was undoubtedly looking
ahead to when a man-child would be born who would change this planet forever. With great
anticipation, the eternal Son, in His answer to the disciples, planted a subtle reference pointing to
God’s sons graduating from the school of sonship unto adoption, when they inherit the throne.
c) The closer we get to the birth of God’s corporate son, the more intense the troubles and
tribulations will be. As God’s corporate son matures, we can expect an increase in birth pangs,
including an increase in natural disasters, wars and rumors of wars, deception, and spiritual
warfare. Ultimately, when God’s corporate son is ready to be birthed, we will experience the most
severe birth pangs in history.
d) If Daniel’s Seventy-Week prophecy is the backbone of all end-time prophecy—and it is—then I’m
convinced that Revelation 12 is the heart of all end-time prophecy (Dan. 9:24-27). Since Revelation
12 is so critical to God’s eternal purpose and His end-time agenda, we need a brief, introductory
understanding of this chapter before we continue looking at Phases 3-4 of the unfolding of God’s
eternal purpose. Before we begin, please understand that this chapter is one of the most complex,
confusing, and controversial portions of prophetic Scripture. This is why so many different
interpretations of Revelation 12 exist. Though time doesn’t allow me to fully explain the differing
points of view held by men and women of God who love and cherish the Scriptures, I have
addressed this debate elsewhere.112
e) Because there is so much in this prophecy and I have so little time to explain it, I thought hard
about leaving it out of this class. But after prayerful consideration, I felt the need to include it,
though my explanation will be brief. To keep it simple, I will list the two most prevalent views, state
which view I hold to and why, and will then get to my main point.
f)

Revelation 12:1-5 states,
A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her
feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars; and she was with child; and she cried out,
being in labor and in pain to give birth. Then another sign appeared in heaven: and behold,
a great red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven
diadems. And his tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the
earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when
she gave birth he might devour her child. And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is
to rule all the nations with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to God and to His
throne.

g) The KJV translates “a son, a male child” as “a man child.”
h) The two main views of Revelation 12:1-5 are:

VI.

•

#1 – The Historic View: The birth of the man-child is a historical description of Israel giving birth
to Jesus Christ and then His ascension to the throne of God some thirty-three years later.

•

#2 – The Prophetic View: The birth of the man-child is a prophecy of the mature sons of God,
the overcomers, birthed three-and-a-half years before Jesus returns.

Seven Weaknesses of the Historic View
a) There are seven reasons why The Historical View has serious weaknesses. Below is a brief summary
of these, but for a much more detailed explanation, you can visit my website.113

Lifeschool International | www.LifeschoolInternational.org

Page 98

Session 9: The Revealing of God’s Sons

God’s Eternal Purpose

1. John was commanded to write about the present and the future, not the past (Rev. 1:19).
Nowhere in the book of Revelation was John commissioned to record a historical event.
Therefore, it seems uncharacteristic of the book of Revelation to devote five verses to events
that had already taken place between sixty to ninety years before John wrote this book.
2. It’s unlikely there’s a two-thousand-year gap between the birth of the man-child and the
woman fleeing into the wilderness (Rev. 12:5-6).
Though several Old Testament prophecies, in the very same breath, predicted the first and
second coming of Jesus, both were future events to the prophets (Isa. 9:6-7; Isa. 11:1-4; Zech.
9:9-10). For them, it’s as if they were looking forward through a telescope and the Lord’s first
and second comings were indistinguishable. Scholars refer to this as “telescoping.” It’s like
looking at a mountain range and viewing several peaks, one behind the other, but each
sequentially higher than the one in front of it. To the person looking at this mountain range, it
appears that the peaks are right next to each other, even though valleys separate them.
Similarly, “telescoping” is when a prophet looks into the future and sees a series of prophetic
events that appear to be in immediate sequence, when in reality, these events are separated
by hundreds or even thousands of years. In Johns’ case, however, he would not be looking
ahead to the birth and ascension of Christ. Instead, he would be looking back at events that
took place between sixty to ninety years before his prophecy and he would be connecting it to
an event at least two-thousand years into the future. Rather than looking at this through a
telescope, John would pull out a pair of binoculars, look back six to nine decades, and then pull
out a telescope to look forward two-thousand years to supposedly connect these two
prophetic events. I don’t know about you, but that sounds far-fetched to me. I can't think of
another example in the Bible where such a prophetic declaration was made. This is a clear
example why this view has serious weaknesses.
3. If the woman is Israel, then why is she in heaven (Rev. 12:1)?
The last time I checked a map, Israel is on the earth in the heart of the Middle East. But the
woman who gives birth to the man-child is in heaven. How then can this heavenly woman be
the nation of Israel giving birth to Jesus, the Messiah?
4. Satan and his angels were not cast down from heavenly places after the ascension of Christ

(Rev. 12:7-9).
Read Ephesians 6:12 and you’ll see very quickly that the powers of darkness were still ruling the
heavenly airspace after the ascension of Christ to the throne.
5. It would be unprecedented for Jesus to be referred to as teknon at the age of thirty-three.
Revelation 12:5 says that “her child was caught up to God and to His throne.” The word for
child is teknon. Jesus was referred to as a huios over 240 times in the New Testament. Once He
was referred to as a teknon and that was when He was twelve (Luke 2:48). To be referred to as a
teknon at the age of thirty-three, when He was a mature man, is highly unlikely.
6. Since all seven heads of the dragon are crowned, the man-child can’t be Jesus.
If you notice carefully, the dragon has “seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were
seven diadems” (Rev. 12:3). These heads are interpreted later as seven satanic kingdoms (Rev.
17:9-11). Most prophecy experts agree that the six satanic kingdoms are: 1) Egypt; 2) Assyria; 3)
Babylon; 4) Media-Persia; 5) Greece; and 6) Rome. Though there is disagreement about the
seventh kingdom, for the purpose of this discussion, it doesn't matter. What’s important for us
is that all seven heads are crowned, indicating that all seven kingdoms have either had
dominion or presently have dominion when the woman gives birth to the man-child. If the
woman represents Israel and the man-child represents Jesus, then this event would have taken
place during the Roman Empire and only six of the dragon's heads would have been
crowned—not all seven.
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7. The context of the book of Revelation is a call for the church to overcome in order to inherit the

throne and the rod of iron.
This was the focus of Jesus’ seven messages in Revelation 2-3, and at the end of the book, the
Father summarized this call in Revelation 21:7. Thus, the entire context of this book, as it
pertains to the church, is a call for us to overcome so that we can inherit the throne and the rod
of iron. Reread Revelation 12:5 with this in mind: “And she gave birth to a son, a male child,
who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to God and to His
throne.” It makes perfect sense for Revelation 12:5 to describe the overcoming sons of God
birthed three-and-a-half years before Jesus returns.
b) Considering all of these points, I’m convinced that The Historical View is untenable. That’s why I
believe that Revelation 12:1-5 describes the birth of God’s mature sons three-and-a-half years
before Jesus returns. Though so much more could be said about this, let me move on.

VII.

An Overview of Revelation 12:1 – 14:5
a) Having made the case why I believe Revelation 12:1-5 is a prophecy and not a retelling of history,
it’s important to see that the birth of the man-child completes the first-fruits harvest of the mature
sons of God. Put another way, Revelation 12:1-5 is the first-fruits of God’s eternal purpose fully
realized at the end of the age. Again, time doesn’t permit me to go into detail, but let me quickly
state why I believe this is true. If you would like more teaching on this subject, please refer to my
website.114
b) If you carefully read Revelation 12-14, you see that the birth of the man-child is a catalytic event
that triggers events in heaven and earth. For example, immediately after the man-child is born, this
corporate son is caught up to God and to His throne. Following this, the dragon and his angels are
overpowered by God’s angels, they are cast to the earth, and then the antichrist receives authority
over the nations for forty-two months. This leads to the persecution of both the woman and the
church. What is often missed, however, is the connection between the birth of the man-child and
Revelation 14:1-5. Since so much detail is listed after the birth of the man-child in Revelation 12:613:18, many assume that Revelation 14:1-5 has shifted subjects. But after careful examination, it’s
clear that Revelation 14:1-5 is an unveiling of the man-child with Jesus in heaven. This is
summarized in the chart below.
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Phase 3: The First-Fruits Harvest of Mature Sons Completed
a) Now that we understand the parable of the wheat and the tares, that the man-child mentioned in
Revelation 12:5 is a prophecy of God’s mature sons birthed three-and-a-half years before Jesus
returns, and that Revelation 14:1-5 is connected to Revelation 12:1-5, let’s resume our discussion of
the six phases of God’s eternal purpose fulfilled at the end of the age. Namely, let’s talk about
Phase 3—the first-fruits harvest of mature sons completed.
b) To begin, take a moment and read Revelation 12:5 in conjunction with Revelation 14:1-5.
And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron;
and her child was caught up to God and to His throne....Then I looked, and behold, the
Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand,
having His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads. And I heard a voice
from heaven, like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the
voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps. And they sang a
new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders; and no one
could learn the song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had been
purchased from the earth. These are the ones who have not been defiled with women, for
they have kept themselves chaste. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He
goes. These have been purchased from among men as first fruits to God and to the Lamb.
And no lie was found in their mouth; they are blameless.
c) I contrast the two main views of Revelation 14:1-5 on my website.115 But to keep it simple, don’t let
the symbolic number of 144,000 distract you from the main point of this passage, which is the firstfruits harvest of God’s inheritance three-and-a-half years before Jesus returns. This is clearly
communicated in Revelation 14:4, which states, “These have been purchased from among men as
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first fruits to God and to the Lamb.” The number 144,000 symbolizes a remnant, underscoring the
main point of the first-fruits harvest of God’s inheritance. This number is not to be taken literally, as
if God is a bean counter limiting His mature sons to the exact number of 144,000. Just as no sane
interpreter of the book of Revelation believes that Jesus is a literal Lamb, we should not interpret
the number 144,000 at face value. When you look at the number 144,000, you see 12 x 12 x 1,000.
Twelve is clearly the number of government as there were twelve tribes of Israel and twelve
apostles of the Lamb. In addition, Jesus will reign over the earth after His second coming for onethousand years (Rev. 20:6). Putting all of this together, the number 144,000 points to the fullness of
Christ’s government, through a remnant, during the one-thousand-year reign of Christ on the
earth.
d) With this in mind, Revelation 14:1-5 fits perfectly with Jesus’ parable of the wheat and the tares, for
any farmer knows that a first-fruits harvest comes before the final and ultimate ingathering. In the
parable of the wheat and the tares, if you notice carefully, Jesus revealed that there would be a
first-fruits harvest when He said, “But when the wheat sprouted and bore grain, then the tares
became evident also” (Matt. 13:26). If you take the time to read the whole parable, it becomes
obvious that Jesus just described the first-fruits harvest of the mature sons of God. Why do I say
that? Because three verses later, when the workers wanted to gather up the tares that had
sprouted, Jesus stopped them and said, “No; for while you are gathering up the tares, you may
uproot the wheat with them. Allow both to grow together until the harvest” (Matt. 13:29-30).
Notice that both wheat and tares had already sprouted, but this was not the final and ultimate
ingathering. According to Jesus, the harvest was yet to come. This confirms both the first-fruits
harvest of mature sons and the final and ultimate ingathering of mature sons.
e) In summary, the first-fruits harvest has been ongoing throughout history as a remnant have
overcome and ripened into an exact representation of Christ before the majority. When the manchild of Revelation 12:5 is birthed three-and-a-half years before Jesus returns, this will complete
the first-fruits harvest of God’s mature sons. As Revelation 14:4 reveals, the overcomers throughout
history plus the man-child of Revelation 12:5 are described as “first fruits to God and to the Lamb.”
Whether we refer to this company as God’s mature sons, the overcomers, the corporate son, or the
prepared bride, we are describing the first-fruits fulfillment of God’s eternal purpose to have an
inheritance in the saints—for the Father to have a family of Christ-like sons and the Son to have a
worthy bride. These are not an elite set of super Christians as some believe. Instead, these are the
ones who have ripened first and have been conformed into an exact representation of Christ
before the majority.
f)

In addition, as the first-fruits of the end-time harvest, this group also reveals what the final and
ultimate ingathering will look like. With this in mind, if we take what Jesus exhorted us to
overcome in Revelation 2-3 and the description of the overcomers in Revelation 12:11 and
Revelation 14:1-5, here is what the end-time harvest will look like. God’s mature, Christ-like sons
will be characterized by:
•

First love for Jesus—a love so deep that they love Him even more than they love
themselves (Rev. 2:4-5; 12:11);

•

Faithfulness to the Lamb that transforms them into living martyrs who are willing to die for
their faith (Rev. 2:10);

•

A love for the truth that is so consuming that all of their heart will be in full agreement with
the Word, removing all forms of compromise (Rev. 2:14-15);

•

An intolerance for the ways and works of Jezebel in their sphere of authority (Rev. 2:20);

•

A deep and driving hunger for God that overpowers apathy, complacency, indifference,
and carelessness (Rev. 3:1-2);

•

A disciplined lifestyle that helps them maintain their victory until the end (Rev. 3:11);

• A fiery passion for Jesus that consumes self-satisfaction (Rev. 3:16-19);
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•

A crucified self-life whose heart and soul is fully possessed by the Spirit of God (Rev. 12:11);

•

Christ-like humility, meekness, self-sacrifice, obedience, and love that overcomes the
nature of the proud, independent, rebellious, self-serving, and accusatory nature of the
dragon (Rev. 12:11);

•

Sexual purity in their heart, soul, and body (Rev. 14:4);

•

Absolute obedience to the Holy Spirit that leads to following the Lamb wherever He goes
(Rev. 14:4);

•

Lips that only speak the truth, whose yes is yes and whose no is no (Rev. 14:5);

•

Holiness and blamelessness (Rev. 14:5).

g) Before moving on, notice that in Revelation 12:5 and Revelation 14:1-5, God’s mature sons begin to
share in the eternal inheritance of Jesus Christ. For example, these overcomers are branded with
the Father and the Son’s name on their forehead, revealing that they are God’s inheritance and will
thus inherit eternal intimacy (Rev. 14:1). In addition, it says the man-child will rule the nations with
a rod of iron, which as we saw in the previous session, is eternal authority (Rev. 12:5). And finally,
the corporate son also inherits eternal glory, for we see God’s inheritance ministering to both God
and the Lamb in the holy of holies, singing exclusive songs of intimacy that no one else can learn
(Rev. 14:2-3).

IX.

Phase 4: The Final Ingathering of Mature Sons
a) After the birth of the man-child (Rev. 12:1-5), the casting down of the dragon and his angels to
earth (Rev. 12:7-13), and the first-fruits harvest of overcomers worshiping before the throne (Rev.
14:1-5), we see six prophetic declarations that give us insight into the last three-and-a-half years of
the age. In this class, we are only concerned with the fifth declaration, which states, “Then I looked,
and behold, a white cloud, and sitting on the cloud was one like a son of man, having a golden
crown on His head and a sharp sickle in His hand. And another angel came out of the temple,
crying out with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, ‘Put in your sickle and reap, for the hour
to reap has come, because the harvest of the earth is ripe’” (Rev. 14:14-15).
b) Notice that “the harvest of the earth is ripe” at the beginning of the Great Tribulation, three-and-ahalf years before Jesus returns.116
c) Because we have a foundational understanding of the first-fruits harvest, by default, we also have
insight into the final and ultimate ingathering of God’s mature sons. Therefore, the descriptions
that we just saw of God’s first-fruits harvest of overcoming sons from Revelation 2-3, Revelation
12:11, and Revelation 14:1-5 also describe the final ingathering of God’s mature sons. That means,
when the last three-and-a-half years of the age are almost complete, as the harvest of the earth is
close to being fully reaped, we will see the greatest number of overcomers in history emerging out
of the Great Tribulation.
d) Revelation 15:2-4 confirms this, stating:
And I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who had been victorious
over [nikaō – the Greek word meaning overcame] the beast and his image and the number
of his name, standing on the sea of glass, holding harps of God. And they sang the song of
Moses, the bond-servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, “Great and marvelous
are Your works, O Lord God, the Almighty; righteous and true are Your ways, King of the
nations! Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy; for ALL
THE NATIONS WILL COME AND WORSHIP BEFORE YOU, FOR YOUR RIGHTEOUS ACTS HAVE
BEEN REVEALED” (emphasis mine).

e) The phrase “those who had been victorious” is the Greek word nikaō, which is normally translated
overcome in the book of Revelation. So, this passage reveals that the Great Tribulation overcomers,
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who refuse to bow their knee to the antichrist, will overcome him through death. In essence, they
will overcome by being overcome (Rev. 13:7).
f)

Knowing that we will see the greatest number of God’s mature sons in history emerging out of the
Great Tribulation, it is likely that the Lord will use the antichrist and his regime as a child trainer for
God’s heirs. Through persecution, plunder, torture, imprisonment, and martyrdom, the antichrist
and his evil regime will prepare God’s sons for the throne in the years leading to Jesus’ return. The
Father, in His infinite wisdom, will take what this evil despot intends for harm and use it for our
good and His glory. The brutal regime of the antichrist will prepare the greatest number of God’s
sons for the throne in history. The Father will use the most evil man this world has ever known,
fully possessed by the dragon, to fulfill His eternal purpose for Christ-like sons who will rule the
nations with a rod of iron. Daniel confirms this when he said, “Those who have insight among the
people will...fall by sword and by flame, by captivity and by plunder for many days....in order to
refine, purge and make them pure until the end time” (Dan. 11:33-35).

g) On a lighter note, it is also interesting that the overcomers mentioned in Revelation 15:2-4 are
“holding harps of God” and are worshiping before the throne. This is strikingly similar to the firstfruits harvest of overcomers in Revelation 14:1-5, who also have harps and are worshiping before
the throne. This underscores the truth that the first-fruits harvest also reveals the final and ultimate
ingathering of God’s mature sons.

X.

Phase 5: The Corporate Adoption
a) After the first-fruits harvest and the final ingathering have been reaped—when the Holy Spirit’s
child training work is complete and we have become “a mature man” corporately—then we will be
placed into Christ’s inheritance at His second coming (Eph. 4:13; Rev. 20:4-6).
b) Whereas the initial act of adoption is individual, the final result of our adoption is corporate. That is,
all who have “suffered” with Christ under the child training of the Holy Spirit will be placed as a
corporate son into Christ’s inheritance (Rom. 8:17). The final phase of our adoption as sons will be
experienced together.
c) Paul said, “Having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting
eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body” (Rom. 8:23). Paul made it clear that
our adoption is not finalized until “the redemption of our body,” which takes place at the first
resurrection when Jesus returns (Rev. 20:4-6).
d) Knowing that the final result of our adoption is corporate, when all of God’s sons are placed
together into Christ’s inheritance at the resurrection of the dead, read Revelation 20:4-6 from this
perspective:
Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the
souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of
the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not
received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they came to life and reigned
with Christ for a thousand years. The rest of the dead did not come to life until the
thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one
who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they
will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years (Rev. 20:46).
e) Carefully reading through this passage, you see three groups of overcomers. First, John said, “I saw
thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them.” From the message to the church
of Laodicea, where Jesus offered the overcomers the right to sit on His throne, we know that this
group represents the overcoming sons of God throughout history (Rev. 3:21). Second, John said,
“And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and

Lifeschool International | www.LifeschoolInternational.org

Page 104

Session 9: The Revealing of God’s Sons

God’s Eternal Purpose

because of the word of God.” This group of overcomers are the martyrs throughout history who
were faithful until death, just like many of the believers in the church of Smyrna (Rev. 2:10). Third,
John said, “And those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the
mark on their forehead and on their hand.” This group of overcomers are the Great Tribulation
saints who overcome by resisting the antichrist (Rev. 13:7; 15:2).
f)

In short, we see the overcoming sons of God throughout history, the faithful martyrs throughout
history, and the Great Tribulation overcomers who resisted the antichrist. Together, these
comprise the corporate son, the mature man, who are raised from the dead at the first resurrection
and are placed into Christ’s inheritance as God’s adopted son just prior to the second coming.

g) From Session 8, recall that God’s adopted son will inherit eternal intimacy, eternal authority, and
eternal glory. Here, in Revelation 20:4-6, at the first resurrection, we see God’s adopted son inherit
eternal intimacy and eternal glory by the phrase “they will be priests of God and of Christ.” We also
see God’s adopted son inherit eternal authority by the phrase they “will reign with Him for a
thousand years.”
h) Having graduated from the school of sonship unto adoption, God’s corporate son will inherit
eternal intimacy, eternal authority, and eternal glory together, just prior to Christ’s second coming.

XI.

Phase 6: God’s Sons Revealed to Creation
a) If we could quiet ourselves for a moment and listen to creation, we could sense a longing, a
yearning, an eager expectation. The birds, insects, trees, rain, wind, ocean, and the entire animal
kingdom perceive that something is brewing. History and prophecy are converging. All creation
can sense it. The spirit realm is stirring with activity, for the greatest move of God in history is
breaking into the natural realm with unrelenting force. What the prophets foretold is at our
doorstep. The blueprint that God crafted in eternity past is alive and swirling with energy, pushing
and driving toward fulfillment. The Father will have a corporate son who is conformed into the
image of Christ and nothing can stop Him. Fallen man can’t hinder Him. Principalities and powers
don’t stand a chance. God laughs in derision at the world’s elite who plot against Him.
b) God’s ultimate intention for this age is about to be fulfilled. The birth pangs can be felt. A woman is
pregnant with a man-child. Soon, she will give birth to a mature son who will sit upon the throne
and rule the nations with a rod of iron, for God’s sons are on the verge of graduating from the
school of sonship unto adoption. Destined for the throne, God’s children are being trained to
reign. As the Holy Spirit’s child-training work nears completion, a mature man is coming forth,
soon to be placed into Christ’s inheritance, soon to experience eternal intimacy, eternal authority,
and eternal glory.
c) Paul said, “For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons
[huios] of God” (Rom. 8:19, emphasis mine). The hidden work that God is doing, as He matures His
teknon into huios in obscurity and seclusion, is about to be unveiled to the world. All creation is on
pins and needles—anxious, edgy, restless—to see “the revealing of the [mature] sons of God.”
What the Spirit has been doing in secret is about to be unveiled to the entire world. The nations
will be astonished as they behold the mature man, the corporate son, placed into Christ’s
inheritance for all to see.
d) Get the picture. The nations at the end of the age are reeling. The antichrist has decimated much of
the planet. Natural disasters have wreaked havoc upon the earth. People are in despair. They are
hopeless, terrified, and bewildered. Much of the world has bowed their knee to the dragon and his
man, the antichrist. Yet there are resistors, neither born of the Spirit nor worshipers of the dragon,
who see the evil beast system and refuse to bow. Israel is suffering terribly under the brutal regime
of the lawless one. The earth’s inhabitants are drunk with delusion. In the darkest moment, light
breaks in from heaven. Christ returns on a white horse and following Him are heavens’ armies. Not
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just angels. But the bride dressed in white—the overcoming sons of God who’ve been resurrected
and adopted as God’s mature sons, placed into Christ’s inheritance.
e) John described it like this: “And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat
on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war....And the armies
which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses”
(Rev. 19:11, 14). Christ the head (Jesus) and Christ the body (the mature sons of God) return
together to wage war against the antichrist and his ruthless regime. John continues, “These will
wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and
King of kings, and those who are with Him are the called and chosen and faithful” (Rev. 17:14). The
“called and chosen and faithful” who are with Jesus are His wife, the corporate son whose been
placed into His inheritance. With irresistible force, this army, under Jesus the commander-in-chief,
crushes the antichrist and his evil regime. Paul described this time as “the glorious appearing”
(Titus 2:13).
f)

Creation is longing and yearning for this glorious appearing, groaning with eager expectation for
God’s mature sons to be taken out of obscurity, solitude, and hiddenness and revealed for all to
see. Why? Because together with Jesus, they will release the earth from the curse, restore creation
to an Edenic state, and release harmony within the animal kingdom (Isa. 51:3; Isa. 11:6-9). They will
deliver Israel from annihilation and make Jerusalem the praise of the earth (Zech. 14:1-9; Isa. 62:67). They will break all rebellion. Enforce God’s Word in the nations. And release justice to the
oppressed and disadvantaged. God’s sons, resurrected and radiating with God’s glory, will be
dispatched throughout the nations with a rod of iron (Luke 19:17-19; Rev. 2:26-27). With
uncontested force, they will rule cities and nations as God’s government increases throughout the
earth, until even the distant coastlands bow to King Jesus (Isa. 9:7; Isa. 42:4). As a result, the nations
will resort to the root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, the Messiah of Israel (Isa. 11:10). They will flock to
Jerusalem to worship Him, seek His wisdom, and entreat Him for favor (Isa. 2:2-4).

g) The glory of God will cover the earth like the waters cover the sea as God’s eternal purpose for the
Church Age and the Kingdom Age is fulfilled (Isa. 11:9; Hab. 2:14). What started as a plan in the
eternal council of the Godhead before time and creation will be fully realized. The Father will have
a family of Christ-like sons who have inherited the throne. The eternal Son will have an equallyyoked wife who partners with Him to rule the nations. The Holy Spirit will have a temple, a body,
and a house that He fully possesses. And all things in heaven and earth will come under the
headship of the Son. The only name mentioned throughout the earth will be Jesus Christ (Zech.
14:9).
h) I can’t wait for the day when God’s sons are revealed to creation. It will be glorious beyond words!
This is what I live for. This is why I was created and have breath in my lungs. It’s also the reason why
you were created. God the Father saw you in His eternal council, chose you, destined you for the
throne, sought you out, placed you into His family, is presently training you for reigning, and if you
remain under the Holy Spirit’s child-training rod of discipline, will finalize your adoption when He
places His corporate son into Christ’s eternal inheritance at the end of the age. What an amazing
plan! If this doesn’t get you excited, you need to make sure you still have a pulse. Wow! God is so
good and His plan is absolutely stunning.
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The Holy Spirit’s Inheritance
a) So far, as we have expounded upon “the glory of His inheritance in the saints,” we have focused
upon the Father’s inheritance (Eph. 1:18). Namely, the Father will have a family of mature, Christlike sons who graduate from the school of sonship unto adoption and inherit eternal intimacy,
eternal authority, and eternal glory. This purpose, established in the eternal council before time
and creation, is the unique purpose that God seeks to accomplish at the close of the Church Age,
as we transition into the Kingdom Age.
b) Though there have been overcoming sons throughout history, we are on the verge of an
unprecedented harvest of mature, Christ-like sons. Before Jesus returns, the first-fruits harvest will
be completed with the birth of the man-child, leading to the ultimate and final ingathering. All
creation yearns, groans, and waits with eager expectation for this end-time harvest—for God’s
sons to be revealed, to return with Christ to the earth, to restore creation from the curse, and to
bring the nations under the universal reign of the Lamb.
c) With this in mind, we will now look at the Holy Spirit’s inheritance in the saints. Whereas the Father
will have a family of Christ-like sons, the Holy Spirit will have a temple that He fills, a house in which
He dwells, and a body that He possesses and brings to full maturity. This can be summarized by the
phrase corporate fullness.
d) As we saw in Session 6, there is an individual fullness for those who allow the Holy Spirit to make
His home in their heart, abide in Christ, decrease so that Christ can increase, pursue internal
intimacy, and mature through obedience to the Word. But make no mistake about it: God is not
content to have a scattered group of saints who have individual fullness. His ultimate intention is
for those who have experienced the full release of the Spirit to be fit together as living stones into
a dwelling place of God’s Spirit. God’s eternal purpose is for the church to come into corporate
fullness at the end of the age.
e) For this happen, however, there must first be individual fullness. Paul made this clear when He
described the body of Christ at the end of Ephesians 1, writing, “And He put all things in subjection
under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness
of Him who fills all in all” (Eph. 1:22-23). Here’s the idea. The many-membered body is intended to
come into “the fullness” of Christ. Yet for this to happen, the One who is “in all” of the individual
members must be the One who “fills all” the individual members. Until the individual members of
the body are filled unto fullness with the life and presence of Christ, the fullness of the body will be
limited. That’s why individual fullness must precede corporate fullness.

II.

Indwelt by God
a) Individual fullness is impossible until individuals have a personal revelation of the indwelling Spirit.
Because this is so vital to individual and corporate fullness, let’s take a few minutes talking about a
personal revelation of the indwelling Spirit.
b) Many of us are familiar with the carnal Corinthians. This church, preoccupied with the visible signs
and wonders of the Holy Spirit’s outpouring, became overly fascinated by speaking in tongues,
miracles, and signs and wonders. Though very familiar with the outpoured Spirit, they were largely
ignorant of the indwelling Spirit.
c) Paul accused the Corinthians of being unspiritual, men of the flesh, infants in Christ, full of jealousy,
envy, and strife, and babes who were only able to drink spiritual milk, unable to handle solid food
(1 Cor. 3:1-4). The real zinger was that he rebuked them for “behaving like mere men” (1 Cor. 3:3,
NKJV). These believers had the living God dwelling inside of them, yet they acted as if they were
merely like the average Corinthian off the street. These Corinthians had become new creations in
Christ but they behaved as if they were still of the old creation.
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d) What was their problem? They lacked a personal revelation of the indwelling Spirit. The
Corinthians lived in the flesh because they did not know who lived inside of them. They were
familiar with the external manifestations of the Spirit but ignorant of the internal residence of the
Spirit. This is the very reason why Paul said to them, “Do you not know that you are a temple of
God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” (1 Cor. 3:16).
e) Corporate fullness is impossible until each of us answers Paul’s question: “Do you not know...that
the Spirit of God dwells in you?” Do you truly know this? Do you have a personal revelation of this
truth? Do you truly know that the same God who created the universe, impregnated the virgin
Mary with the eternal Son, and raised Jesus Christ from the dead dwells in you? I’m not talking
about giving a Sunday school answer, quoting a Scripture, or nodding your head in agreement. I’m
asking do you have a life-changing, personal revelation that God the Holy Spirit dwells in you?
Until individuals with the indwelling life of Christ know that the Spirit dwells in them by personal
revelation, we can never have individual fullness. And if individual fullness is absent, corporate
fullness is impossible. Therefore, corporate fullness begins with individual fullness and individual
fullness begins with individuals having a personal revelation of the indwelling Spirit.
f)

We, like the Corinthians, need a personal revelation that God Himself, through the Holy Spirit,
dwells in our spirits. The eyes of our understanding need to be pried open so that we know that
God the Father and God the Son dwell within us through the Holy Spirit.

g) The trouble with the Corinthians—and most of us—was not the absence of the indwelling Spirit.
Rather, they lacked revelation knowledge of His internal presence. They didn’t realize the greatness
of the One who dwelled in their spirits. The same problem exists today. Much of the church is
acting like mere men because we lack a personal revelation of the indwelling Spirit.
h) Most of us are unaware of the indwelling Spirit because we can’t discern Him with our five senses,
rationalize His internal presence with our mind, or feel Him with our emotions. Because we are
joined to Him Spirit-to-spirit, it takes personal revelation from the living and active Word of God to
discern the Holy Spirit’s indwelling presence (Heb. 4:12).
i)

Paul said that he was called to “make known” or reveal “the riches of the glory of this mystery” of
“Christ in you” (Col. 1:27). A mystery is a hidden truth or secret that can only be known by the
revelation of the Holy Spirit. It takes the Holy Spirit for us to know that Christ dwells within us. Only
revelation from the sharp, two-edged, living, and active Word of God can unveil the mystery of
Christ in you.

j)

The indwelling Spirit is not some theory or doctrine that theologians and pastors discuss and
debate. It is the blessed reality of every born-again believer. When we have a personal revelation
that God the Father and God the Son have made their abode in our spirits through the Holy Spirit,
it changes everything. When we know-that-we-know that the Spirit of God dwells within us, we will
become spiritual men and women who fellowship with the Holy Spirit regularly and walk in the
Spirit daily.

k) For us to come into God’s eternal purpose corporately, it hinges upon each of us having a
personal, life-changing revelation that God the Holy Spirit dwells within us individually. If you are
born-again, but lack this revelation, I want to encourage you to cry out to God for a spirit of
wisdom and a spirit of revelation of the surpassing greatness of the power that dwells in you (Eph.
1:17-18).
l)

Let me be so bold and say this: If you lack personal revelation of Christ in you, then you are
hindering corporate fullness. I don’t say this to make you feel bad or to bring you under
condemnation. Rather, I want to exhort you to make this a high priority in your life. It’s critical that
each living stone of God’s spiritual house has a person revelation of Christ in you. Otherwise, God’s
eternal purpose for the church to come into corporate fullness will be impeded.
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m) Having laid this vital groundwork, let’s look now at the Holy Spirit’s inheritance from these three
perspectives:
1. A temple that He fills;
2. A house in which He dwells;
3. A body that He possesses and brings to full maturity.

III.

#1: A Temple That the Spirit Fills
a) As Gentiles living in the twenty-first century, we don’t know the full weight of being God’s temple.
To the Jew living in the first century, however, the temple was the center of culture, religion,
politics, and of life itself. The temple meant everything for ancient Israel. That’s why Paul’s
statement that you are “a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells” in you was so profound
(1 Cor. 3:16).
b) Do you realize what happened at your conversion? The Spirit of God came into your spirit, raised
your spirit from the dead, and made your spirit His temple. Just as the ark of the covenant
contained God’s glory and dwelt in the holy of holies in Solomon’s temple, the very same glory of
God came into your spirit the day you were born again.
c) Ancient Jewish rabbis coined the extra-biblical expression shekinah from the Hebrew word shakan,
which meant to “to dwell, inhabit, settle down, abide.”117 Shakan described the glory of God
resting as a cloud on Mount Sinai, the tent of meeting, and the temple (Exod. 24:16; 40:35; 1 Kings
8:12). Today, the phrase “shekinah glory” refers to the manifest presence of God dwelling among
His redeemed people. Amazingly, our spirits have become the dwelling place of God in the earth.
God's shekinah glory has literally taken up permanent residence within our spirit. Undoubtedly,
when Paul told the Corinthians that they were a temple of the living God, he had shekinah glory in
mind. Inside every born-again believer resides the fiery presence of God’s shekinah glory.
d) Just as God’s Old Covenant temple had three parts—the outer court, the holy place, and the holy
of holies—God’s New Covenant temple is comprised of body, soul, and spirit (1 Thess. 5:23). Our
body is like the outer court, visible for all to see. Our soul, with our mind, will, and emotions, is like
the holy place and is enlightened by the presence of God in our spirit. And the innermost place
within us, behind the veil so-to-speak, lies the holy of holies, where no human light has ever
penetrated and the naked eye has never seen. This is the secret place of the Most High, the
dwelling place of God’s shekinah glory. Here in the holy of holies, in our spirit, is where we meet
with God and commune with Him.
e) Our spirit is like the ark of the covenant, the container that houses God’s glory. To ancient Israel,
the ark of the covenant was the place where God spoke (Exod. 25:22), it was considered an
essential weapon in their military efforts against the enemy (1 Sam. 4:3), and it was the centerpiece
of David’s tabernacle, where worshipers ascribed glory and honor to God twenty-four-hours-a-day,
seven-days-a-week (1 Chron. 6:31, 37). When the ark of the covenant was placed in the temple of
Dagon, the Philistine god, God’s glory caused Dagon to break into pieces (1 Sam. 5:2-4). The ark of
the covenant, when it was placed in the house of Obed-edom for three months, released great
blessings to him and his entire household (2 Sam. 6:11-12).
f)

What does this mean for us today? Our spirit, like the ark of the covenant, is the container that
houses the glory of God. Because God’s glory has taken up permanent residence within us, we can
hear the voice of God, overcome the evil one, commune with God at any moment, and experience
great blessings. As the temple of the living God, the shekinah glory of God has taken up
permanent residence within our spirit. That means you carry the presence of God wherever you
go. When you go to the grocery store, you carry God. When you go to work, you carry God. When
you go to school, you carry God. No matter what you do or where you go, you are a carrier of God’s
presence through the indwelling Spirit. You don't just carry your Bible with you or even a life-
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changing teaching about God; you carry God Himself wherever you go, for you are the temple of
the living God.
g) Though wonderful truths, there’s something even greater than individual temples, scattered and
disconnected, containing God’s glory. Paul, reaching back into the eternal council, realized that
God’s ultimate intention was for us, as living stones, to be fit together as a corporate temple. Paul
realized that individual fullness was only the beginning of God’s eternal purpose. Corporate
fullness was God’s ultimate aim. That’s why Paul said, “So then you are no longer strangers and
aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household, having been built on
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom
the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you
also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit” (Eph. 2:19-22). What a mouthful of
powerful, life-changing revelation!
h) As individual temples filled with the Spirit, we are meant to be “fitted together” and to grow “into a
holy temple in the Lord.” This is God’s vision for every local gathering of believers. He wants every
local church to become “a dwelling of God in the Spirit.” Undoubtedly, Paul is not thinking outer
court or holy place. He has the holy of holies in mind, the place where God’s glory resides in
fullness.
i)

Let me ask you an honest question. Do you know of any local church where God’s Spirit dwells in
such fullness that it’s comparable to the holy of holies? If you answered yes, let me follow up with
another question. Are people who live in compromise and sin in this church falling down dead?
See, what we can get away with in the outer court and the holy place will get us killed in the holy of
holies. When God’s glory rested on the church in the book of Acts, you couldn’t get away with
anything. If you lied, you died, just like Ananias and Sapphira. When a local church truly becomes a
holy of holies dwelling place in the Spirit, unrepentant sinners will literally die.

j)

Isaiah said, “Sinners in Zion are terrified; trembling has seized the godless. Who among us can live
with the consuming fire? Who among us can live with continual burning? He who walks
righteously and speaks with sincerity, he who rejects unjust gain and shakes his hands so that they
hold no bribe; he who stops his ears from hearing about bloodshed and shuts his eyes from
looking upon evil” (Isa. 33:14-15). In Scripture, Zion is the holy-of-holies dwelling place of God’s
glory.

k) When a local gathering of living stones becomes a holy-of-holies-dwelling place of God’s Spirit,
look out! The consuming fire of God’s manifest presence will consume those living in compromise.
His fire will burn those who live unrighteous, who fail to speak the truth, who gossip, and who let
their eyes look upon evil. If God’s glory were to come to the church today, with the church living in
such compromise, there would likely be mass casualties. Even so, God’s ultimate intention is for
local churches to become holy-of-holies dwelling places in the Spirit. This eternal purpose will be
fulfilled before the Lord returns. The Holy Spirit will have a corporate temple that He fills with His
glory at the end of the age.

IV.

#2: A House in Which the Spirit Dwells
a) While many are praying for revival, the Lord yearns for much more than sporadic visitations; His
eternal purpose is to make the church His glorious habitation. The Spirit yearns jealously to dwell
in His spiritual house continuously. The Spirit earnestly desires to make the church His glorious
home.
b) Peter said, “You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood,
to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:5). The Holy Spirit’s
inheritance in the saints is a spiritual house built with living stones where He dwells continuously
in His shekinah glory.
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c) Looking at Peter’s statement, we see three important phrases that describe the Holy Spirit’s
inheritance. These are: A) Living stones; B) a spiritual house; and C) a holy priesthood. Let’s consider
each one.

V.

#2A: Living Stones Fit Together
a) God’s spiritual house is built with living stones, not dead stones. Living stones are those who have
been born of the Spirit and have Christ’s indwelling life. Living stones have experienced a spiritual
resurrection and have been joined to Christ Spirit-to-spirit.
b) Not only do living stones have the indwelling Spirit, they allow the Spirit to have them. Alive with
Christ’s resurrection life, living stones live in full surrender to the Spirit and allow His fullness to be
released into their heart, soul, and body. Living stones are a people filled and possessed by the
indestructible life of Christ.
c) God only builds His spiritual house with living stones. Not with dead stones. Dead stones either
don’t have Christ’s indwelling life or they keep His life suppressed through selfish and carnal living.
Dead stones, who have Christ but keep Him imprisoned within, will never be the building blocks of
God’s spiritual house.
d) What a delusion to think that most churches are God’s spiritual house! Far from it! Many regular
attenders aren’t even born of the Spirit. Of those who are, few are the Spirit-led sons of God under
the government of the Lamb, fully submitted to Jesus Christ, the head. With this in mind, it’s
almost impossible for God’s spiritual house to be built unless living stones leave the Christian
religious system, under the government of man, and seek God outside the camp (Heb. 13:13). In
this hour, there’s a cry from the heart of God to His people, “Come out of her, my people” (Rev.
18:4). It’s time for God’s living stones, alive by the resurrection life of Christ and fully submitted to
the Holy Spirit, to leave the Babylonian ways of the Christian religion and to build God’s spiritual
house outside the camp of man’s government.
e) Before the Lord returns, He will call His living stones out of the religious system governed by man
and bring them in to the wilderness, where He will shape them into spiritual men and women,
cutting away all that is carnal and soulish. These men and women, filled with the Spirit unto
fullness and living for the Lamb, will then be fit together into God’s spiritual house—the house in
which He will establish as the Spirit’s dwelling place as He pours forth His glory. For this to happen,
we have to realize that God can only build a spiritual house with spiritual men and women.

VI.

#2B: God’s Spiritual House Is Built with Spiritual People
a) When we think of God’s spiritual house, we typically think of something like this: “The church is not
a physical building, but it’s the people who gather together.” There’s some truth to this, but God’s
ultimate intention for His spiritual house is much deeper. God can’t build His spiritual house with
just any type of people that gather together. He can’t build His spiritual house with carnal or
soulish men and women. No, God can only build His spiritual house with those who are truly
spiritual.
b) In 1 Corinthians 2:14-15 and 3:1, Paul revealed three possible states of born-again believers. Let’s
quickly look at these two passages:
But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to
him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised. But he who is
spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no one (1 Cor. 2:14-15).
And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to
infants in Christ (1 Cor. 3:1).
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c) In the first passage, the Greek word for “natural man” means “belonging to the psuche, soul.”118 In
other words, Paul contrasted the soulish man with the spiritual man. A few verses later, Paul
contrasted “men of flesh”—or “carnal” as the KJV translates it—with those who are spiritual.
d) Thus, we have these three possible states of born-again believers: 1) The carnal; 2) the soulish; or 3)
the spiritual. Here’s the key we need to understand: Our state is determined by what part of our
being governs and leads us. Are we led by our body, our soul, or our spirit?
e) The carnal man or woman
A carnal man or woman is governed by the body coupled together with the soul. That is, a carnal
person is driven by what they see, hear, smell, taste, and touch and by the influence of these five
senses upon the mind, will, and emotions. Everything they do and live for is driven by the outside
in. A carnal man or woman is governed by their appetite for food, comfort, sex, and sensual
pleasure. A carnal person, though born of the Spirit, is not much different from an animal in terms
of living by their sensual appetites. A carnal person is relegated to the outer court of God’s house
and will remain an infant in Christ.
f)

The soulish man or woman
The soulish man or woman is governed by human reasoning, emotions, and self-preference. What
they think, feel, and want drives how they live. The soulish person is led by what their mind can
calculate, by what logic dictates, and by what their narrow-mind can speculate. The soulish
believer is opinionated, obstinate, and unruly. They are double-minded because their feelings
dictate what they believe. What feels good to the soulish person is what’s true, right, and good
while what feels bad is false, unrighteous, and ungodly. For the soulish, human compassion and
empathy trump truth and righteousness. In addition, the soulish person is ruled by what they
want. They are strong-willed, obstinate, rebellious, and independent. They live by what their will
insists upon having. What they want, when they want it, and how they want it done is the motto
that subconsciously governs their life. The soulish person, though born of the Spirit, can never
know God nor can they understand the things of the Spirit. It’s impossible. Though the soulish can
praise in the outer court and accomplish many good things for God in their own strength, talent,
and creativity, they will never progress past the holy place. Though they shed many tears and feel
God’s Spirit moving, though they are moved with human compassion and toil to help the
marginalized, the soulish man or woman will remain an immature, unbroken child governed by
what they think, feel, and want.

g) The spiritual man or woman
Unfortunately, when we think of someone who is spiritual, we think of outward demonstrations,
such as loud amens during the preaching, spontaneous dancing, lifting up of hands during
worship, shouting out halleluiahs, crying, blowing shofars, continuously quoting Scripture, and
always talking about God. Though spiritual men and women might do some of these outward
demonstrations at various times, these do not make us spiritual. What I’ve observed, being in the
Charismatic movement for over twenty-five years, is that many of these demonstrations are
soulish. The Holy Spirit has not inspired many of these outward demonstrations, but because
people think it’s spiritual, they keep doing it. So, when I speak of being spiritual men and women, I
mean that we are fully submitted and yielded to the Holy Spirit’s government internally. Our mind,
will, and emotions are under the control of the indwelling Spirit. Yes, we still have our own
thoughts, feelings, and desires, but these do not control or lead us. We have learned to bring all
that is of the soul under the Lordship of Christ. The spiritual person is ruled and governed by the
Holy Spirit alone. The five senses of their body and the mind, will, and emotions of their soul are
fully yielded to the indwelling Spirit of Christ. The spiritual man or woman, having discovered that
Christ dwells within them, has come to the realization that He is their life-source and they have
learned to live by the life of Another. Their spirit has been strengthened as the uncontested leader
of their life and they live by intuition and communion with the Spirit. Those who are led by the
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Spirit in this way are the mature sons of God who dwell within the holy of holies, for they have no
mixture of flesh and soul and they follow the Lamb wherever He goes.

VII.

The Dividing of Soul and Spirit
a) After God’s living stones leave the system and gather together outside the camp, there’s always a
work that God must do before He can build His spiritual house. Jesus, the great high priest “over
the house of God,” must take out His sharp, priestly knife to surgically divide our soul from our
spirit (Heb. 10:21). He must do a deep, penetrating, corporate work that exposes the mixture of
flesh and soul with the Spirit, for those governed by the self-life cannot come into the holy of
holies. Only spiritual men and women under the internal reign of the Lamb can be fit together into
God’s spiritual house.
b) Hebrews 4:12 states, “For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged
sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to
judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”
c) Under the Old Covenant, when priests would offer up sacrifices, they would tie an animal to an
altar and split it in half with a sharp knife. In a similar way, God divides the soul from the spirit by
His sharp, two-edged sword. In fact, the word translated “sword” means “a large knife, used for
killing animals and cutting up flesh.”119 When the priest split the sacrifice in half, the knife was so
sharp that it pierced the animal to the joints and marrow, exposing the animal’s internal organs for
all to see. Obviously, the author of Hebrews had this in mind when he said, “But all things are open
and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do” (Heb. 4:13). This statement follows
immediately after he described how the sharp, two-edged sword of God’s living and active Word
divides between our soul and spirit, until the thoughts and intentions of our heart are laid bare.
d) As the great high priest over God’s spiritual house, Jesus takes His sharp, two-edged sword and He
thrusts it into us, until it penetrates, exposes, and divides what is of the soul from what is of the
spirit. Since soulish men and women can never dwell in the holy of holies of God’s spiritual house,
Jesus must transform us into spiritual people, free from the mixture of flesh and soul. Every part of
our being must come under the government of the Lamb if the Holy Spirit is to have a spiritual
house for Him to inhabit.
e) Because our soul and spirit are so tightly interwoven, only God’s living, active, and quickening
Word, under the headship of the great high priest, Jesus Christ, can surgically expose the thoughts,
emotions, and desires that are influencing us. It takes this surgical work, both individually and
corporately, for us to realize how little we follow the Lamb wherever He goes. Until this sword
penetrates into our being, we easily mistake our soulish impulses for the Spirit’s leadership. Much
of the activity in God’s house is not Spirit-inspired and Spirit-led, but is rather the creativity,
intelligence, and ingenuity of soulish man. That’s why this Spirit-led surgery is so critical to the
building of God’s spiritual house and the fulfillment of His eternal purpose.
f)

Paul said to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, which is our spiritual service of worship (Rom.
12:1). As we present ourselves on the altar, like the animal of the Old Covenant, Jesus takes His
sharp knife and begins to cut us wide open, revealing how much of our life-source is from the soul
rather than the Spirit. If you are interested in learning more about this, I highly recommend
Watchmen Nee’s classic book, The Spiritual Man. This book, which is close to six-hundred pages, is
a must-read if you want to be a spiritual man or woman who dwells in the holy of holies.

g) Because of the fall, even after we’ve been born of the Spirit, we are so inherently selfish that we
start believing that God thinks like us, feels like us, and wants what we want. Imperceptibly, our
soul leads us rather than the indwelling Spirit. Until Jesus surgically separates our soul from our
spirit, where we clearly see the source of our living, it’s almost impossible to discern God’s leading
in our spirit from what we think is God’s leading in our mind, will, and emotions.
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h) In the church today, so much religious activity is inspired by human compassion, human creativity,
and human intelligence. Though it stimulates the mind, stirs the emotions, and motivates the will,
many songs and sermons are soulish. Yes, it’s good. But realize this: There was also a good side to
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Most forget this. Just because something is good
doesn’t mean it’s God. Just because something is good doesn’t mean the Holy Spirit inspired it and
anointed it. It doesn’t matter how many goosebumps or tears you experienced. That’s not
necessarily a sign that God’s Spirit is at work. It could very well be that your soul is stimulated. It
doesn’t matter how good the music or the message is. It can still be heavily mixed with the soul,
and in the end, all that is accomplished is an event where man is glorified and people are
entertained, but there’s little to no transformation into the image of Jesus Christ. Nor is God’s
eternal purpose fulfilled.

VIII.

i)

We have to realize that there is one Man and one Man alone that is exalted in the holy of holies and
that is the Man, Christ Jesus. Today, in much of the church, it’s primarily about the exaltation of
man. Worship leaders and preachers have become rock stars. Never before have we seen more
talented musicians and communicators. But at the end of the day, is Christ Jesus being glorified
and is God’s eternal purpose being fulfilled? If not, then there is a mixture between the soul and
the spirit that desperately needs to be divided by the living and active Word of God.

j)

For the church to become God’s spiritual house and the inheritance of the Holy Spirit, for us to
become the priests that God desires who minister to Him in the holy of holies, we desperately
need for the sharp knife of Jesus to cut us open and to divide between the soul and the spirit. We
desperately need to be transformed from carnal and soulish people into spiritual men and women
of God.

A Holy Priesthood
a) So far, we’ve examined what it means to be living stones and a spiritual house. Now we need to
look at becoming “a holy priesthood” (1 Peter 2:5).
b) In the New Covenant, we have to understand that our priesthood is not of the old order of Levi,
but of the new order of Melchizedek. Simply put, since Jesus is a priest after the order of
Melchizedek, then so are we (Heb. 5:10).
c) What does this mean? To keep it simple, the priesthood of Melchizedek combines the two offices
of priest and king. Under the Levitical system, the priest and the king were two separate offices.
But under the Melchizedek priesthood, these two offices have been merged together as one (Zech.
6:13). The Melchizedek priesthood, therefore, combines the role of priest and king into one priestly
function. Just as Revelation 1:6 states, Jesus “has made us kings and priests to His God and Father”
(Rev. 1:6, NKJV). As priests after the order of Melchizedek, we are priests and kings to God.
d) With this in mind, I want to connect the Melchizedek priesthood with the sons of Zadok by looking
at the name Melchizedek in the Hebrew, which is the compound word Malkiy-Tsedeq. Malkiy
comes from a Hebrew word that means “king” and tsedeq comes from the same root word, tsadaq,
in which Zadok is derived, and it means “justice, rightness, righteousness.”120 In fact, you can
almost see Zadok in the name Melchizedek when you hyphenate these two words as such: Melchizedek.
e) Why is this important? If read Ezekiel 44, you see two priesthoods. You see the priesthood of the
outer court and you see the Zadok priesthood of the holy of holies.
f)

The outer-court priesthood is a ministry to the people in the outer court rather than a holy-ofholies priesthood that ministers directly to the Lord (Ezek. 44:11, 13). The outer-court priesthood
works “to keep the machine and the system running” for the glory and honor of man. The outercourt priesthood might seemingly accomplish great things for God, but this priesthood is not
permitted to minister to the Lord in the holy of holies (Ezek. 44:13). This outer-court priesthood is

Lifeschool International | www.LifeschoolInternational.org

Page 114

Session 10: Corporate Fullness

God’s Eternal Purpose

characterized by mixture—a mixture of the carnal and soulish with the spiritual. Though the outercourt priesthood might have good, exciting, and thrilling events with thousands of people whose
souls are stimulated, rarely do these come into the holy of holies, where the only thing that’s heard
is the voice of God from the throne and the only one whose glorified is the Man, Christ Jesus.
g) The holy-of-holies priesthood, on the other hand, are spiritual sons of Zadok whose chief ministry
is a face-to-face ministry to the Lord. This priesthood has allowed the sharp, two-edged Word of
God to divide between the soul and the spirit, until all the mixture of their old life has been once
and for all put away through the experiential work of the cross. These spiritual men and women
have fully come under the internal reign of the Lamb, they follow the Lamb wherever He goes, and
they have been spiritually prepared to minister to the Lord face-to-face in the holy of holies (Ezek.
44:15). These are the priests after the order of Melchizedek who minister to the Lord in God’s
spiritual house. This priesthood is the dream of God’s heart and it’s His eternal purpose established
before time and creation.
h) Dwelling in the holy of holies, this spiritual priesthood has experienced God’s voice from the
throne and can therefore teach the Lord’s people the difference between the holy and the profane
and the clean and unclean (Ezek. 44:23). Though they have an inheritance in Christ, they are so
preoccupied with the Lord they rarely consider the New Covenant blessings that belong to them.
To these priests, the Lord Himself is their inheritance and He alone satisfies the cravings of their
heart and soul (Ezek. 44:28).
i)

This Zadok priesthood after the order of Melchizedek is blameless. In fact, the name Zadok in the
Hebrew means “righteous.”121 Make no mistake about it—God’s Zadok priesthood will be
righteous. And not just the imputed righteousness through the finished work of the cross. I’m
talking about the experiential righteousness exemplified by a lifestyle of obedience. God’s Zadok
priesthood will be comprised of men and women who are loyal, faithful, discerning, holy, selfsacrificing, humble, and fully devoted to the Lord. Because of their righteous lifestyle and their
righteous acts, they will be given garments of fine linen, which will allow them to worship the Lord
face-to-face before the throne in the holy of holies in the fullness of His glory (Rev. 19:7-9).

j)

Jesus said, “But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in
spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers” (John 4:23, emphasis mine).
Before the Father seeks worship, notice that He is first seeking “worshipers.” If we have not become
worshipers, then our singing, praising, shouting, and dancing on Sunday is far less than what God
desires. God wants us to become worshipers before we express our worship through music. God is
calling us to become worshipers before we do worship.

k) The word for worship means “to kiss the hand towards one, in token of reverence.”122 Among the
Orientals, especially the Persians, this word meant “to fall upon the knees and touch the ground
with the forehead as an expression of profound reverence.”123 In the New Testament, this word
means to do homage “by kneeling or prostration” in order “to express respect or to make
supplication.”124
l)

Based upon this definition, worship has so much more to do with bowing down to the Lordship of
Jesus Christ than it does music. Is music one way we express our worship to the Lord? Yes.
Absolutely. But it’s just one way we express our worship. Unfortunately, music has become the
primary way most believers express their worship. Don’t misunderstand what I’m saying. I love
music and I love expressing my worship to the Lord through music. However, if we have not first
become worshipers by bowing down to the Lordship of Jesus Christ in our hearts and living for
Him Monday-Saturday, then our singing, shouting, dancing, and clapping on Sunday is not true
worship. It’s hypocritical.

m) Ask the typical churchgoer to define “worship” and many would unfortunately describe a
sanctuary or stadium filled with people whose hands were lifted high in response to the music
performed by a popular band. Few would think of Abraham willing to sacrifice his most prized
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possession, Isaac, on the altar. Few would think of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who willingly obeyed the
Lord’s inner prompting to leave America and return to Germany, knowing that he would die as a
martyr. Again, I love music and love worshiping the Lord to music. But much of the present-day
worship to music is not the kind of worship that Jesus died for and the Father is seeking.
n) This brings me to another point. When the Lord initiated the worship movement many years ago,
His intention was to transform us into worshipers who would embrace a lifestyle of worship. He
wanted a people who would be like Abraham, who laid down his most sacred possessions on the
altar of sacrifice. He wanted a people like Mary of Bethany, who anointed Jesus with the perfume of
a life fully devoted to Him and His purposes. He also wanted a people like David, whose heart
burned to know the Lord deeply. Though that was His intention in the modern-day “worship”
movement, sadly, this movement has become a music movement rather than a true worship
movement. Today, throngs of people lift their hands in “worship,” shedding tears, feeling
goosebumps, dancing, shouting, praising, and experiencing a spiritual high. Yet hours later, these
same people look at porn, commit acts of sexual immorality, lie, gossip, cheat, steal, dishonor
spiritual authority, and basically live like the world.
o) In summary, the Father is seeking worshipers who surrender their life to Him, love Him with all of
their heart and soul, and who anoint Him with the costly perfume of sweet abandonment. Whereas
the modern-day church has worshiped primarily to music, God’s eternal purpose has always been
to have worshipers before He had worship. His eternal purpose has always been to have a spiritual
priesthood in His spiritual house who would minister to Him in the holy of holies.

IX.

#3: A Body That the Spirit Possesses and Brings to Maturity
a) The third dynamic of the Holy Spirit’s inheritance is a body that He fully possesses and brings to
maturity. Speaking about God’s eternal purpose, Paul said, “And He put all things in subjection
under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness
of Him who fills all in all” (Eph. 1:22-23).
b) When many people think of the church, they envision a building, a weekly service, music, or a
sermon. While the church certainly gathers in a building at least once a week and has music and a
message, this is not the church. The church is a body, not a building; an organism, not an
organization.
c) Paul said that the church “is His body.” The ekklēsia, the Greek word for church, is not a place we
go once a week. It’s a gathering of those who have the indwelling life of Christ. In fact, we can only
belong to the body of Christ if the Holy Spirit dwells within us.
d) Paul said the body of Christ is “the fullness of Him who fills all in all.” As stated previously,
individual fullness precedes corporate fullness. Or stated another way, corporate fullness is
impossible until individuals, in whom the Spirit dwells, allow Him to fill them unto fullness. At the
same time, the fullness of Christ can never be realized by scattered and disjointed individuals, even
if they are filled with the Holy Spirit. God’s eternal purpose to release the fullness of Christ can only
be accomplished corporately—not individually.
e) While many think the church is as a crowd of people at a weekly event, the Lord sees His church
much differently. From the Lord’s perspective, the church is the expression of Christ’s very own life
in a people who’ve fully surrendered to Him and have allowed Him to lovingly fit them together as
living stones into a spiritual house. Corporate fullness, therefore, can only be realized when
individuals have allowed the Holy Spirit to fill them unto fullness, have embraced the oftenchallenging process of being fit together as living stones, and have committed themselves to
gathering together regularly under the headship of Jesus Christ.
f)

Many believers, having been burned by organized religion under the government of man, despise
the church. They rarely, if ever, gather together with other Christ followers who are filled with the
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Spirit. Isolated and independent, they seek Jesus on their own, blinded to their desperate need of
Christ’s corporate body. These lone rangers will never come into the fullness of God’s eternal
purpose—no matter how much they love Jesus, no matter how abandoned they are, no matter
how much they pray, fast, and seek God, and no matter how nice they are. God established an
immutable law in His eternal council that can never be violated. Namely, the fullness of Christ can
only be experienced corporately—not individually. If you care about the fullness of Christ, please
don’t abandon the local gathering of His people who are fully submitted to the Holy Spirit!
g) If you want to see the fullness of Christ released at the end of the age, you need to understand the
importance of the corporate expression of Christ’s body. The Lord’s agenda for local churches is so
much greater than your individual agenda or your individual ministry. The day of independence
and isolation must end if we’re ever to see the fullness of Christ. Jesus is coming back for a united
bride, not a harem of isolated, me-and-Jesus seekers. The Lord is preparing a corporate man, a
unified son, to place into His eternal inheritance—not a scattered and isolated group of
kindergarteners doing their own thing.
h) God’s eternal purpose to release the fullness of Christ can only be accomplished through the
corporate expression of His life through His unified body. The fullness of Christ can only be realized
when individuals, who are filled with the Holy Spirit, are fit together as living stones into a spiritual
house and gather together regularly to seek the Lord.
i)

X.

To better understand corporate fullness—the Holy Spirit’s inheritance in a body that He possesses
and brings to maturity—we need to know that: A) Christ is the head of the church; B) the body
expresses Christ’s life; and C) the body will become a mature man.

#3A: Christ Is the Head of the Church
a) Before Jesus Christ, there were only two races: Jew and Gentile. After Christ poured out His Spirit at
Pentecost, there were three races: Jew, Gentile, and the ekkelsia of God. Paul said, “Give no offense
to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God” (1 Cor. 10:32). Based upon this truth, early Christians
referred to themselves as the “third race”—a new creation that corporately expressed the
resurrection life of Christ to the surrounding world.
b) Though we are new creations individually, having a new spirit, a new heart, and the indwelling
Spirit, we are also a new creation corporately. Jesus Christ is the head and we are His body.
Together, we are mutually dependent upon one another. By our life-union with the indwelling
Spirit, we as the body are connected to the head, Jesus Christ.
c) Just as our body needs a head for life, nourishment, and direction, as the body of Christ, we need
Jesus Christ as our head in order to receive His life, His nourishment, and His direction. Likewise,
just as our physical head needs a body to express itself, Jesus Christ in heaven depends upon His
body on earth to express His life—to be His hands and feet to a hurting and dying world. In short,
there is mutual dependence between Jesus Christ the head and His body.
d) Paul said God’s eternal purpose was “the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens
and things on the earth” (Eph. 1:10). When you understand that the Greek word for “summing up”
is derived from a word that means “to bring under heads,” then Paul was basically saying this:
God’s eternal purpose is to bring everything in heaven and on earth under the headship of Jesus
Christ.125 This eternal initiative starts with the church.
e) Before the Father will gather the rebel earth under the headship of Jesus Christ during the
Kingdom Age, He will first bring the body of Christ under the headship of His Son in the Church
Age. At the forefront of God’s purpose for this age is establishing the internal reign of the Lamb
within the heart and soul of His people.
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Paul said, “We are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ” (Eph. 4:15). While
many are waiting to go up in the rapture, God wants us to grow up and come fully under the
headship of Jesus Christ. This means a life of complete and absolute surrender. This means yielding
fully to the Holy Spirit so that He can transform us into spiritual people who follow the Lamb
wherever He goes (Rev. 14:4). This means stop trying to fit Jesus into our life and allowing Christ to
become our life. When we grow up into Christ the head through our vital life-union with His Spirit,
Jesus becomes our control center, our absolute authority, our spiritual nourishment, and our life
supply. He becomes our all in all.

#3B: The Body Expresses Christ’s Life
a) Paul said, “Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?” (1 Cor. 6:15). Not only are we
temples of the Holy Spirit. We are also members of Christ’s very own body. The church is Jesus
Christ on the earth.
b) As those indwelt by the very life of Christ, we don’t have a life detached from Christ the head. We
have a vital life-union with the risen Christ. We are partakers of His life. Sharers of His life. We are
His body connected to Him, the head who dwells in heaven.
c) Paul made an amazing statement when he said, “For even as the body is one and yet has many
members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ”
(1 Cor. 12:12). The body of Christ on earth is Christ. What a profound statement and revelation! The
fullness of Christ is Christ the head in heaven joined to Christ the body on earth. We are literally the
expression of Christ’s heavenly life in the earth.
d) When Saul (Paul) was traveling to Damascus, he had a life-transforming, history-altering encounter
with the risen Christ. As light suddenly flashed around him, he fell to the ground and heard the
voice of Jesus say to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me....I am Jesus whom you are
persecuting” (Acts 9:4-5). Wait. What? How could Saul possibly be persecuting Jesus, who had
ascended to heaven several years before this encounter? From Jesus’ perspective, His ekkelsia, His
body, is Him. To treat His body well is to treat Him well. Conversely, to persecute His body is to
persecute Him. The body of Christ on earth is Jesus on earth. Together, we are the expression of His
life in the earth.
e) This point becomes resoundingly clear in Jesus’ parable of the sheep and the goats (Matt. 25:3146). Without getting into all the details of this parable, we see that how we treat the Lord’s brothers
is how we treat Him (Matt. 25:40). If members of His body are hungry and we feed them, we also
feed the Lord. If members of His body are thirsty and we give them something to drink, we also
give the Lord a drink. The same is true with visiting prisoners, clothing the naked, caring for the
sick, and showing hospitality to the stranger. The way we treat the body of Christ is the way we
treat Christ, for in the Lord’s eyes, His body is an extension of Himself.

XII.

#3C: The Body Will Become a Mature Man
a) In one of the most profound statements in Scripture, Paul declared God’s ultimate intention for the
body of Christ. He revealed that we are to become “a mature man...the measure of the stature
which belongs to the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13). This is a corporate calling, not an individual
calling. Thus, this calling must be answered corporately by a mature church that is united as one
body at the end of the age.
b) Imagine a football team with the best quarterback, running back, and wide receiver in the league.
Even though they have the best three players, the rest of the team is lousy. The offensive line can’t
block. The defense can’t stop anybody. What would be the result? This team would not win many
games. The same is true with the body of Christ. Even if a few individuals are filled with the fullness
of Christ, God’s eternal purpose can’t be accomplished apart from corporate fullness. It’s
imperative that we understand this.
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c) As stated in the last session, Ephesians 4:13 will be fulfilled at the end of the age. A man-child will
be born three-and-a-half years before Jesus returns, completing the first-fruits harvest of God’s
mature sons. Following this, through great tribulation, persecution, pain, turmoil, and chaos, the
final and ultimate ingathering of God’s sons will be realized. Thus, God’s ultimate intention to have
a family of Christ-like sons will be accomplished. He will have a corporate son, a mature man, that
has been transformed unto full stature. He will have a corporate son that will fulfill His eternal
purpose to release the fullness of Christ into His creation.
d) Though God’s prophetic plans have been unveiled to us, this will not be sovereignly accomplished
apart from our participation. We have a vital role to play. God will not fulfill our part and we can’t
fulfill God’s part. This can only be accomplished when the head and the body are working in
unison together. God’s eternal purpose can only be realized when the corporate body comes to
fullness as the individual members yield fully to the indwelling Spirit and allow Christ to be their
life.
e) In the context of writing about the mature man, Paul said that we are to come “to the unity of the
faith” (Eph. 4:13). When you understand the Greek, the unity of the faith could be translated the
oneness of the faith.126 The oneness of faith that Paul mentioned and that Jesus prayed for (John
17:21, 23) is far greater than merely getting along with different tribes in the body of Christ. It is far
greater than abstaining from criticism, judgment, and gossip about those with whom we differ. It is
far greater than co-laboring in city-wide projects or praying and fasting together for revival.
f)

It is not a forced unity through conformity. Nor a guilt-based unity where we strive to accomplish
unity in the flesh. For the corporate body to be transformed into a mature man, which is the
measure of the stature that belongs to the fullness of Christ, we become one through an organic
and life-based work of the Holy Spirit. A oneness where each individual member is fully devoted to
Christ, fully intimate with Christ, fully surrendered to Christ, fully aligned to God’s eternal purpose,
fully mature in Christ, and filled fully with Christ’s life. Only when the individual members of Christ’s
body experience this type of fullness and are fit together as living stones will Jesus have the
oneness that He prayed for in John 17 (John 17:21, 23). This is the oneness of faith for which He
died. This is the oneness of faith that will be accomplished at the end of the age.

g) With this in mind, let each of us press into the fullness of Christ and become the inheritance that
the Holy Spirit yearns for jealously. Let’s become the Holy Spirit’s inheritance as a corporate temple
that He fills, a spiritual house in which He dwells, and a body that He possesses and brings to
maturity.
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I.

The Son’s Inheritance
a) In Sessions 7-9, as we examined God’s “inheritance in the saints,” we saw that the Father will have a
family of Christ-like sons who will come to full maturity before the Lord returns (Eph. 1:18). This
corporate son—or as Paul stated, “a mature man”—will graduate from the school of sonship unto
adoption at the end of the age and will inherit eternal intimacy, eternal authority, and eternal glory
(Eph. 4:13).
b) Not only will the Father have an inheritance in the saints, but as we saw in the last session, the Holy
Spirit will have a temple that He fills, a spiritual house in which He dwells, and a body that He will
possess and bring to full maturity. The Holy Spirit’s inheritance can be summarized by the phrase

corporate fullness.
c) Now it’s time to look at the Son’s inheritance in the saints, which, as we’re about to see, is an
equally-yoked bride who will partner with Jesus throughout the endless ages of eternity. The
Father will provide Jesus with a pure, spotless, holy, and worthy bride who loves Him just like the
Father (John 17:26).
d) Paul said, “He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and
blameless before Him” (Eph. 1:4). God’s plan “before the foundation of the world” was to make us
“holy and blameless before Him.” Once again, this is eternal-purpose language. God’s ultimate
intention before time and creation was to make us holy, to bring us before Him, to lavish us with
His love, and to empower us to love Him in return.
e) With Ephesians 1:4 in mind, look at what Paul said four chapters later in Ephesians 5:27: “That He
might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing;
but that she would be holy and blameless.” In Ephesians 1:4, Paul revealed God’s eternal purpose
to make us holy and blameless while in Ephesians 5:27 Paul connected this eternal purpose to “the
church in all her glory” at the end of the age. If you read a few verses down in Ephesians 5:31-32,
you see that the church is called to be the wife of Jesus Christ. Putting all of this together, you
realize that God’s eternal purpose was to give His Son a worthy bride as His inheritance.
f)

Paul Billheimer, in his classic book Destined for the Throne, writes:
It [the Bride of Christ] is one thing and one alone: the Eternal Companion of Jesus Christ,
wholly God and wholly man. The final and ultimate outcome and goal of events from
eternity to eternity, the finished product of all the ages, is the spotless Bride of Christ,
united with Him in wedded bliss at the marriage supper of the Lamb and seated with her
heavenly Bridegroom upon the throne of the universe—ruling and reigning with Him over
an ever increasing and expanding Kingdom. He entered the stream of human history for
this one purpose, to claim His Beloved....Creation has no other aim. History has no other
goal. From before the foundation of the world until the dawn of eternal ages God has been
working toward one grand event, one supreme end—the glorious wedding of His Son, the
marriage supper of the Lamb.127

g) What a beautiful statement! God’s eternal purpose for creation is to provide a worthy bride for His
beloved Son. Repeating what Billheimer said, “Creation has no other aim. History has no other goal.
From before the foundation of the world until the dawn of eternal ages God has been working
toward one grand event, one supreme end—the glorious wedding of His Son, the marriage supper
of the Lamb.” Thus, God’s eternal purpose is to provide His Son an equally-yoked bride who will
partner with Him for all eternity.

II.

The Kingdom Is Like a Wedding

a) Throughout the gospels, the kingdom of God is compared to several things. It is like a seed sown in
a field, leaven that spreads imperceptibly, hidden treasure that must be discovered, a pearl of
Lifeschool International | www.LifeschoolInternational.org
Page 120

Session 11: A Worthy Bride

God’s Eternal Purpose

great price that has been purchased, and a king who came to settle accounts. Central to the theme
of this session, Jesus also said that “the kingdom of heaven is like...a wedding” (Matt. 22:2, NIV).
Among the many metaphors of the kingdom, we see that the kingdom of God is also like a
marriage arranged by our heavenly Father for His Son.
b) Once you realize God’s eternal purpose to provide His Son an equally-yoked bride, an amazing
thing happens when you read the Bible. You begin to see how frequently the Scriptures allude to
weddings, brides, bridegrooms, wedding feasts, wedding attendants, and the bridal paradigm of
the kingdom. The Scriptures are filled with references to the marriage that will take place between
Jesus and His church. Even the order of these references speaks of their importance. Let me
explain.
c) In God’s first interaction with man, He provided Adam with a wife—which Paul said was a
“reference to Christ and the church” (Gen. 2:18-25; Eph. 5:32). Jesus’ first miracle took place at a
wedding in Cana when He turned water into wine (John 2:1-10). This miracle had far greater
implications than just providing wine for the celebration. Jesus was making a powerful prophetic
statement about His wedding at the end of the age. Just as He did in Cana, Jesus has saved His best
wine for last (John 2:10). That’s why, at this moment in history, the Holy Spirit is actively preparing
a worthy bride for Jesus from every tribe, tongue, people, and nation.
d) When Jesus was first introduced to the nation of Israel, John the Baptist presented Him as a
Bridegroom (John 3:29). A short time later, Jesus revealed for the first time how his servants should
minister when He referred to them as “friends of the bridegroom” (Matt. 9:15, NKJV). When Jesus
corrected the seven churches of Asia Minor, His first message was a call to return to your first love,
which shows His jealous love for His bride (Rev. 2:1-7).
e) Now let’s look at some lasts. In Jesus’ last public message, He told a parable about the Father’s
eternal plan to have a wedding for His Son (Matt. 22:1-14). Through this parable, we see that God’s
eternal purpose is to prepare a suitable wife for Jesus. This last message to the world was critical—
a wedding is coming and we must get ready. In one of Jesus’ last messages to His followers, He said
that “the kingdom of heaven will be comparable to ten virgins, who took their lamps and went out
to meet the bridegroom” (Matt. 25:1). Once again, we see the theme of a wedding, a feast, and a
marriage set in the context of Jesus’ second coming.
f)

In one of Jesus’ last prayers, He prayed that we would be with Him forever, see His glory, be one
with Him, love Him with the same love that the Father has for Him, and that He would live inside of
us (John 17:22-26). This is an up-close-and-personal look at the burning desires in the heart of
Jesus. He wants a bride who will see His beauty, be intimate with Him, and love Him with Spiritempowered passion.

g) In the last book of the Bible, the book of Revelation, John is shown the marriage supper of the
Lamb and he sees the New Jerusalem “coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a
bride adorned for her husband” (Rev. 19:7-10; 21:2). In the last chapter of the last book of the Bible,
we see how the bride will urge her beloved Bridegroom to return. At the end of the age, the Spiritempowered church will cry, “Come” (Rev. 22:17). The last theme of the Bible is a lovesick bride—
not a servant, a minister, or a solider—crying out for her Bridegroom to return.
h) In summary, after examining how God revealed Himself through what He did first and what He will
do last, you see how the Lord has woven His eternal purpose into the fabric of Scripture. From
Genesis to Revelation, the mystery of God’s eternal plan to provide His Son with a worthy bride is
progressively revealed.

III.

The Romance of the Ages
a) I hate to admit this, but I love romantic movies. I love chick-flicks that stir the emotions. I would
much rather see a romantic comedy than a high-flying, fast-paced action thriller. I know that
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statement likely just hindered some guys from hearing what I have to say in this session. So, let me
pause here for a moment and I also say that I love watching football. Especially college football. To
give you an idea of what I mean, this past Thanksgiving weekend, I watched college football for
seven hours straight and then ended the night with a two-hour Hallmark movie.
b) I’m convinced that one of the reasons why I enjoy romantic movies is because of the divine
romance. Because of God’s eternal purpose to provide His Son a worthy bride, God has woven a
desire for romance into our heart. This is why most women and some men love romantic movies.
Ultimately, the romance between Christ and His church transcends every romance in history.
c) When the mystery of God’s eternal purpose is revealed to us, we start to see that the Scriptures
unveil the ultimate romance of the ages. That’s why the Bible starts with a wedding and ends with
a wedding! That’s why Genesis begins with a marriage and Revelation concludes with a marriage!
Much more than a history book, a book of principles and laws, or a book that gives us wisdom, the
Scriptures are the ultimate romance novel between Christ and His church. If you look closely,
interwoven through the pages of Scripture, in types, shadows, allegories, parables, prophecies, and
eternal truths, you see the eternal romance between Jesus and His bride leaping off the pages.
d) For example, consider the book of Esther. To the natural eye, the book of Esther is a historical
narrative of how God used one woman to spare her people from annihilation. But when we read
this story through the lens of God’s eternal purpose, we can also see a prophetic picture of how the
bride of Christ will be prepared for the King and how our intercession can overthrow antichrist
leaders. We see a beautiful picture of how the bride of Christ is made ready for her end-time and
eternal destiny.
e) Ruth is another example. To the natural eye, the romance between Ruth and Boaz is a
heartwarming story of tragedy turned to triumph. Ruth loses her husband in Moab and decides to
return to Israel with Naomi. As the story goes, Ruth ends up marrying Boaz, who is Naomi’s wealthy
relative. Through their lineage, come both David and Jesus. However, when the veil is lifted from
our eyes and we peer into God’s eternal purpose, we also see another type and shadow of the
romance of the ages. Ruth is a picture of how the bride of Christ, through her devotion and loyalty,
matures in bridal love and transitions from the ways of the world into the harvest fields of her
heavenly Boaz. As a result, like Ruth, the bride of Christ will give birth to God’s prophetic purposes.
f)

The Song of Solomon also pictures the romance of the ages. If you read this book with an open
heart and a sensitive spirit, you can hear the Spirit whisper that this book is pointing to something
far deeper than merely a natural romance between Solomon and the Shulammite maiden. This
book is an allegory of the bride of Christ and her journey into deep intimacy and partnership with
Jesus, her beloved Bridegroom. From the opening pages of this love story, you see how the bride,
even though her heart is dark, is lovely to her Bridegroom. Every verse in this romance awakens our
heart to the ravishing love that Jesus has for us as His bride. From the banquet hall of joyful love to
the mountains of myrrh and the way of the cross, you see that God’s grand mission is to set our
hearts ablaze with His fire—the fire of His jealous love for His Son.

g) From Genesis to Revelation, we see weddings, brides, bridegrooms, wedding feasts, and wedding
attendants. We see types, shadows, allegories, prophecies, and eternal truths of the bridal
relationship between Jesus and His church. Some refer to this as “the bridal paradigm of the
kingdom.” A paradigm is an example or model that helps explain a complex concept. The bridal
paradigm views the kingdom of God as a romance between Jesus the Bridegroom and us as His
cherished bride. By now, hopefully you agree—the Bible describes the ultimate romance of history!

IV.

Creation Reveals God’s Eternal Purpose
a) As you read the first two chapters of Genesis, you see that the creation account appears twice. In
chapter one, God reveals what He did in creation: He created man and woman in His image. Then,
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in the last few verses of chapter one and in chapter two, God reveals why He did it. Namely, He
wanted to provide His Son an equally-yoked bride. Let me explain.
b) On the sixth day, God created Adam, put him in the garden, and gave him free access to the
beauty and provision of Eden. God told him to freely enjoy all of His creation except for the
forbidden fruit from the tree of knowledge. He then instructed Adam to watch over the garden, to
keep it, to cultivate it, and to expand it. Adam was to take dominion over the entire earth.
c) But one thing was missing. Adam needed a helpmate suitable for him. The Lord said, “It is not
good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him” (Gen. 2:18). How would
God do this? He put Adam into a deep sleep, took a rib from his side, and fashioned a woman from
it. Eve—Adam’s perfect companion who would help him take dominion over the earth—was
created (Gen. 1:28). In the words of Adam, Eve was “bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh” (Gen.
2:23).
d) What does Adam and Eve’s marriage have to do with God’s eternal purpose to provide His Son an
equally-yoked bride? Paul said that Adam was a “type” or a foreshadow of Christ (Rom. 5:14). He
also said that Eve foreshadowed the church’s relationship to Christ (Eph. 5:31-32). Just as Eve was
made from Adam’s side, the church came forth from Christ when the Roman solider thrust his
spear into Jesus’ side and blood and water poured forth. The blood was the atonement for our sins
and the water pointed to the life-giving river of the indwelling Spirit. And following Jesus’
crucifixion and resurrection, on the day of Pentecost when His Spirit came to dwell within His
blood-bought people, the church had come forth fully from Christ’s side. Quoting the first Adam,
“We were now bone of His bone and flesh of His flesh.” More precisely, we were now spirit of His
Spirit, having been joined to Christ spirit-to-Spirit.
e) When we understand that Adam foreshadows Christ and Eve foreshadows His betrothed bride, we
begin to see why the Father created the heavens and the earth. Namely, it was to provide Jesus
with a suitable helpmate—a wife and an eternal companion—with whom He could take dominion
over the earth and partner with for the endless ages of eternity. In short, the creation account of
Adam and Eve reveals God’s eternal purpose to provide His Son with an equally-yoked bride.

V.

The Jewish Wedding System and the Bride of Christ
a) You have heard the saying that “a picture is worth a thousand words.” This explains why Jesus
frequently used parables and stories to share the deep truths of the kingdom. Sometimes, a picture
is the best illustration of spiritual principles. This is beautifully illustrated in the picture that the
ancient Jewish wedding system paints of the coming wedding between the Lord Jesus Christ and
His bride. To grasp the depth of this event, let’s go back in history to examine Jewish wedding
customs during the time of Jesus’ earthly ministry. This will help us see how these customs apply to
us as the bride of Christ.
b) The five basic steps that comprise the traditional Jewish wedding system are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The arrangement of marriage;
The betrothal ceremony;
The preparation period between the betrothal and the wedding;
The wedding ceremony;
The wedding feast.

c) Let’s take a quick look at each so that we can better understand God’s eternal purpose to give His
Son a worthy bride.

VI.

1. The Arrangement
a) Summary of the Custom
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The arrangement, called the Shiddukhin, was the first step in the process and refers to the
arrangements that were made prior to the legal betrothal.128 The arrangement was the time of
matchmaking, often decided upon between the father of the groom and the father of the bride.
Often, the couple did not know each other before the arrangement. In some cases, they would not
have even seen each other before the betrothal ceremony.129 Though this was the case, the brideto-be was normally required to approve the marriage before the families agreed to a betrothal
ceremony.130 Once the selection had been made, the parents prepared the ketubah. The ketubah
was normally a written contract that depicted the terms and conditions of the marriage
arrangement, the price to be paid by the groom, the responsibilities and obligations of both
parties, and the dowry to be offered by the bride.131
b) Application to the Bride of Christ
Since God’s eternal purpose is to provide a worthy bride for His Son, if you’re a born-again believer,
you are the recipient of an arranged marriage. Your heavenly Father so loved the world that He
arranged a marriage between His Son and mankind. He sent Jesus to explain the terms and
conditions of a life with Him. He offered a heavenly ketubah, or marriage contract, to describe
what marriage to Him would include. Jesus, the Bridegroom, gave His life on the cross to purchase
His bride. The heavenly Father also sent His matchmaker, the Holy Spirit, to invite us to become the
bride of Christ by saying “yes” to His invitation.

VII.

2. The Betrothal Ceremony
a) Summary of the Custom
Once the arrangement was made and the ketubah agreed to by both parties, the couple would
move on to the betrothal (eyrusin) ceremony. To prepare for this, the bride and groom would take
part separately in a ritual immersion in water, which symbolized a spiritual cleansing.132 The
ceremony would include vows promising to be married, the exchange of rings or something else
of value, and the sealing of the agreement by sharing a cup of wine.133 After this ceremony, the
couple was legally married even though they did not live in the same house or have sexual
relations. Instead, the groom and bride maintained separate dwelling places, both remaining
under their fathers’ roofs.134
Because a betrothed couple was legally married, a separation or parting of ways for any reason
would require a legal divorce. The Jews used to refer to the act of betrothal as “taking a wife” by
using a form of a Hebrew word that meant “purchase.” The betrothal ceremony was considered an
act of purchasing or acquiring a wife for the purpose of marriage.135 The betrothal ceremony would
end with a feast to celebrate the occasion, and following the feast, each party would return to his
or her parent’s house.136
b) Application to the Bride of Christ
For all who have said “yes,” a betrothal ceremony has taken place. Paul said, “For I am jealous for
you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, so that to Christ I might present you
as a pure virgin” (2 Cor. 11:2). Our betrothal to Jesus is the romantic equivalent of justification. Let
me explain.
When we believed and received all that Jesus accomplished for us on the cross, the Holy Spirit
saved us and came to dwell within us. At that very moment, we were justified and betrothed to
Jesus Christ as His cherished and beloved bride. The very righteousness of Christ was imputed to
us and we were declared righteous in God’s sight. All of our sins were forgiven and washed away,
making us like pure virgins who had never sinned.
As His betrothed bride, we have also partaken of a ritual bath similar to an ancient Jewish bride.
Our baptism symbolizes our spiritual cleansing, our separation unto our Husband, and our vow to
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be prepared for our future wedding. When we entered the New Covenant with Jesus, we
exchanged vows with Him as our Husband and we sealed the agreement with a cup of
communion wine.137 In fact, each time we partake of the bread and the wine, we look back with joy
to our betrothal ceremony and, at the same time, look forward to our upcoming wedding.

VIII.

3. The Preparation Period
a) Summary of the Custom
The next phase of the Jewish wedding was the betrothal period, known as a time of preparation,
which normally lasted about a year. During this phase, neither the groom nor the bride knew when
the wedding would take place; the only one who knew was the groom’s father, who determined
the specific time for the groom to go and get his bride.
During the betrothal period, the groom remained at his father’s home and prepared a place for the
two to live. This was normally done by adding a room to his father’s house.
While the groom was busy building, the bride was preparing herself for the upcoming wedding.
This usually involved three things. First, the bride was observed for her purity. This custom
required at least a full nine months to pass in order to ensure that the bride was not pregnant and
to attempt to assure that she was a virgin.138
Second, the bride consecrated herself. She examined everything in her life and changed whatever
was necessary in order to be ready for the holy covenant of marriage. 139 In fact, Jewish leaders
began to use the term mekadesh (consecrated) for the act of betrothal. During the betrothal
ceremony, the groom would often say to his bride that you are mekudeshet (consecrated) unto
me.140 Therefore, the bride made sure that she was totally set apart from all other relationships and
activities and that she was completely separated for her groom.
Third, the bride made her own wedding garments. Ancient Jewish women did not have the luxury
of going to the nearest bridal shop and purchasing a premade dress. They had to spend hours and
hours making their wedding garments and adorning them with the special touches to make them
beautiful.141
b) Application to the Bride of Christ
As believers in Jesus, we now live in the preparation period. Jesus has gone back to His Father’s
house to prepare a place for us. Jesus said:
Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house
are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place
for you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that
where I am, there you may be also (John 14:2-3).
Like the bridegroom in an ancient Jewish wedding, Jesus is preparing a place for us to dwell.
Contrary to popular opinion, however, Jesus is not building a mansion for us in heaven, where we
will live with Him independently from the rest of the bride of Christ. Rather, Jesus is preparing the
new Jerusalem, which will be the dwelling place of the bride for all eternity.
While Jesus prepares our eternal dwelling place, just like an ancient Jewish bride, we are to wait
expectantly for His return, make our own wedding garments, and consecrate ourselves exclusively
to Him as we anticipate our eternal destiny with our beloved Bridegroom. This preparation period
is the romantic equivalent of sanctification. Let me explain.
Revelation 19:7-9 states:
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Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has
come and His bride has made herself ready. It was given to her to clothe herself in fine
linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. Then he said to
me, “Write, ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’” And he
said to me, “These are true words of God” (Rev 19:7-9).
Notice carefully that “His bride has made herself ready.” It doesn’t say that Jesus makes His bride
ready. We see this pictured so well in the ancient Jewish wedding system. It was up to the bride to
consecrate herself and make her own wedding garments while her bridegroom was preparing
their dwelling. The same is true in our bridal relationship with Jesus. He will not do our part in
preparing ourselves and we certainly can’t do His part. Though we are utterly dependent upon His
grace to be prepared as a worthy bride, we are to pursue this enabling grace, receive this enabling
grace, and live by this enabling grace so that we will be ready for our marriage to Jesus. This is
what the sanctification process is all about.

IX.

4. The Wedding Ceremony
a) Summary of the Custom
Toward the end of the yearlong betrothal period, the bride waited with great expectancy for the
groom to come and for the ceremony to take place. Even late in the evening, the bride and her
wedding party would keep their oil lamps burning in case it was time for the wedding to take
place.
The day of the ceremony was a surprise to both the groom and the bride.142 When the bridegroom
was asked the date of the wedding, he could only say something like, “No man knows except my
father.”143
When the time was right, the groom’s father would issue the approval for the ceremony to begin.
The groom and his wedding party would leave the groom’s house to go get his bride. The friends
of the bridegroom would shout, “Behold, the bridegroom comes!” and then they would blow the
shofar. The groomsmen would lead the wedding party through the streets and bring the bride
back to the groom’s home where the wedding canopy or huppah awaited.
The wedding ceremony, or the nissuin, was performed under the huppah. The vows made during
the betrothal ceremony were completed in the marriage ceremony. The ceremony was once again
sealed with a cup of wine to indicate the great joy that would accompany the festive celebration.
After the ceremony, the couple consummated the marriage with sexual relations and lived
together as husband and wife from that point forward.144
b) Application to the Bride of Christ
Our betrothal will soon be coming to an end, for both the Scriptures and the signs of the times
make this clear. Soon, we can expect the Father to say to His Son, “Go and get Your bride.
Consummate your marriage.” Then, the friends of the Bridegroom will shout, “Behold, the
Bridegroom comes” and the shofar will sound. And the bride will be with her Bridegroom forever.
Just as an ancient Jewish wedding was held under the huppah, it’s likely to be the same in our
marriage to Christ. Speaking of the Millennial Kingdom, Isaiah said, “In that day the Branch of the
LORD [Jesus] will be beautiful and glorious....then the LORD will create over the whole area of
Mount Zion [in Jerusalem] and over her assemblies a cloud by day, even smoke, and the brightness
of a flaming fire by night; for over all the glory will be a canopy [chuppah]” (Isa. 4:2-5, emphasis
mine). Like an ancient Jewish wedding, we too will be married to Jesus Christ under the huppah as
the Kingdom Age commences.
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5. The Wedding Feast
a) Summary of the Custom
The wedding feast was the highlight of the wedding ceremony. It was much more extensive than
what Westerners are accustomed to today. It consisted of seven full days of food, music, dance,
and celebration.145 The primary purpose of the wedding feast was to honor the groom. All of the
guests were expected to compose poems or sing songs to the groom. Now that the blessed
bridegroom had received a wife, he was supposed to display her beauty and grace to all who were
present. To honor the groom, the bride would put on her beautiful wedding garments that she
made during her year of preparation and would display her beauty to the bridegroom’s friends,
and the attendees, in return, would show her respect and admiration.146 Following the wedding
feast, the bridegroom and the bride would live together as husband and wife for the remainder of
their lives.
b) Application to the Bride of Christ
For the most part, the details of the wedding feast remain a mystery. Nevertheless, following the
wedding ceremony of Jesus and His bride, there will be the most amazing wedding feast in history.
John said, “Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb” (Rev. 19:9). Only
the Lord knows how glorious this event will be, but I certainly want to see this eternal purpose
realized in my life and in the life of others.

XI.

Our Bridal Identity
c) Knowing that we are Jesus’ sought-after, eternal companion should revolutionize our identities. As
Jesus’ betrothed bride, we are His inheritance. Through his death and resurrection, Jesus
purchased us so that we might be His special treasure and unique possession.
d) As born-again believers, we are Jesus’ betrothed bride. This identity should shape the way we view
ourselves. We are not a hopeless hypocrite covered in shame, guilt, and condemnation. We are the
sought-after and sacrificed-for beloved of Jesus Christ. We are no longer just a sinner who has
been saved, a servant who attends to his master, or even a follower doing the works of his leader.
The Son of God has chosen us to be His beloved bride and He is actively preparing a place for us to
dwell with Him for all eternity. We are the betrothed bride of the King of the universe. This is our
identity. Embracing this identity inspires a fresh excitement in our relationship with Jesus and
gives us the courage to allow the Holy Spirit to make us ready.
e) My dad gave a great example of our bridal identity in his book A Worthy Bride. He wrote:
I have been married for over 40 years. During these four decades, I have always thought of
Donna as my wife, and she has always thought of me as her husband. Those have been our
identities. When we meet someone new, I don’t say, “Let me introduce you to my cook,
Donna Kessler.” And I don’t introduce her as my housekeeper or interior decorator, either. I
don’t believe we would have made it 40 years if I had! And she thinks of me in the same
way. She doesn’t introduce me as the bill payer, the family tutor, or the grounds keeper.
Rather, husband and wife are our identities in the relationship. In the same way, in our
relationship with Jesus, we are His betrothed bride. This is our foundational identity as a
believer. We are much more than intercessors, preachers, evangelists, authors,
businessmen, housewives, or whatever other roles define our daily lives. We are a beloved
bride who is being sought after and made ready for a wedding to our loving God.147
f)

As we approach the end of the age, there’s an all-out assault upon our identities. This attack is
especially intense toward our sexual identity, gender identity, and even our national identity.
Today, we can have video calls with people thousands of miles away on our iPhones but we can’t
even figure out which bathroom to use!
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g) In spite of this relentless demonic assault upon our identities, as born-again believers, this should
not phase us, for our identity is not defined by what we do but by who we are. We should not
define ourselves by our ministries, professions, wealth, or accomplishments. Instead, we should see
ourselves as the betrothed bride of Jesus Christ who is sought after, cherished, and loved. We
should see ourselves celebrating with our Bridegroom at the marriage supper of the Lamb.
Knowing this, perhaps our eyes will be opened to see that most of our life experiences have been
perfectly designed by our loving Creator to prepare us for that day.
h) One more point before moving on. The bridal paradigm of the kingdom is much harder for a man
to accept and relate to than a woman. Many men, including myself, don’t particularly like the idea
of dressing up in a wedding dress and marrying a Jewish man! I suppose that women also don’t
like the idea of being called a son. Nevertheless, men as the bride of Christ and women as the sons
of God doesn’t have anything to do with sexuality or gender. This is how we relate to the Father
and to the Son. As sons of God, this relates to us being conformed into the image and likeness of
the pattern Son of God and sharing in His inheritance. It also defines how we relate to our heavenly
Father. In our bridal relationship with Christ, Jesus is the lover who lavishes His love upon us and
we are His beloved who reciprocates His love back to Him. Unlike natural marriage, this has
nothing to do with gender or sex. This is a spiritual union with the Son of God whereby He knows
everything about us and we know everything about Him. Earthly marriage foreshadows our bridal
relationship with Jesus, which consists of deep intimacy, communion, union, and partnership.

XII.

Betrothed to Jesus Christ
a) Having seen that we were betrothed to Christ when we were born-again and that we should
embrace a bridal identity, let’s spend a few minutes talking about what it means to be the
betrothed bride of Christ. Namely, let’s look in detail at these six truths:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

XIII.

We are pure virgins;
We are one with our Bridegroom;
Jesus cherishes and nourishes us;
We are Jesus’ beloved;
Jesus sanctifies us through the Word;
We are to make ourselves ready.

#1. We Are Pure Virgins.
a) To understand what it means to be betrothed as a bride to Jesus Christ, there’s not another verse
quite like 2 Corinthians 11:2. Paul said, “For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I
betrothed you to one husband, so that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin” (2 Cor. 11:2).
There’s so much revelation packed into this verse that we could spend a whole session on it. But
for the sake of time, let’s focus on how our betrothal to Christ made us “a pure virgin.”
b) When you read this verse straight from the NASB translation, it seems like betrothal comes first,
and then later, through a process of sanctification, we become “pure virgins.” But when you go
directly to the Greek using the most literal translation, this verse should read more like the Young’s
Literal Translation put it: “For I am zealous for you with zeal of God, for I did betroth you to one
husband, a pure virgin, to present to Christ.” In other words, when we were betrothed to Christ at
our salvation, justification made us “pure virgins” in His eyes.
c) Let’s get the picture of what this means with a graphic illustration. Suppose there was a new
invention that could restore a woman’s virginity. All you had to do was take a pill and a woman’s
body would be just like a virgin. All the sin, shame, guilt, and condemnation associated with such
an immoral lifestyle would be instantly washed away. Now imagine a wealthy king who fell madly
in love with a prostitute. But not just any prostitute. This prostitute had been in the business for
many years and had slept with over five hundred men. In the natural, no one would ever want to
marry her because of her sin, shame, and defilement. The prostitute, because of her immoral

Lifeschool International | www.LifeschoolInternational.org

Page 128

Session 11: A Worthy Bride

God’s Eternal Purpose

lifestyle, was not eligible for marriage, especially to a king. In fact, the king is prohibited from
marrying her by law, which only permits him to marry a certified virgin. Yet true love seizes his
heart and he’s ravished by this prostitute. When the lovesick king finally discovers this magical pill,
he’s overjoyed because he can finally marry the woman of his dreams. Sure enough, after giving
her the magic pill, the prostitute becomes a virgin and becomes eligible for marriage. The rest is
history. The king and the virgin marry and live happily ever after.
d) Before we were saved, we were like this prostitute, defiled by other lovers. Our lives were defined
by sin, shame, guilt, and condemnation. Though we were enslaved to lust, corrupted by greed, and
inherently selfish, King Jesus fell head-over-heels in love with us. In fact, He loved us before the
foundation of the world. In the eternal councils of the Godhead, Jesus foreknew us, loved us with
an unrelenting love, and began His pursuit of us. In His eyes, we were the pearl of great price and
He forsook all of His majesty and royal splendor to purchase us with His blood. Knowing that
substitutionary atonement was the only way He could have the prostitute of His dreams, Jesus
endured the cross and despised the shame, for the joy of having us as His bride (Heb. 12:2). And
like the fictional story, justification is the magic pill that removes our sin, shame, guilt, and
condemnation. Justification takes our past adulterous life and transforms us into pure virgins who
are eligible for marriage.
e) Because of the finished work of the cross, the righteousness of Jesus has been imputed to us.
Therefore, we are not defined by our sin, shortcomings, failures, weaknesses, selfishness, or
defilement. The imputed righteousness of Christ has destroyed the power of sin and dismantled
the voice of condemnation and accusation. In the eyes of our beloved Bridegroom, though we are
“dark,” we are “lovely” to Him (Song 1:5, NKJV). Jesus is madly in love with us, His betrothed bride.

XIV.

#2. We Are One with Our Bridegroom.
a) Knowing that we are one with Jesus Christ is such a precious and life-changing revelation. Our
spiritual union with Christ is not something we have to wait to experience when we get to heaven.
We are meant to live in this reality every day of our lives. If you are truly born-again, then Jesus
Christ is in you through the indwelling Spirit. You are joined to Him spirit-to-Spirit.
b) As we saw in the last session, our spiritual union with Christ is the basis for the head and body
relationship between Jesus Christ and His church. Jesus is the head and we are His body through
our vital life union with the Holy Spirit. This was a truth that Paul repeated often in his teachings.
Let’s consider a couple of these for a moment and then connect it to our bridal relationship with
Jesus.
c) In 1 Corinthians 6:15, Paul asks the question, “Do you not know that your bodies are members of
Christ?” Once again, Paul is declaring the truth that we are members of Christ’s body. Following
this, Paul states, “The one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him” (1 Cor. 6:17). In other
words, we are members of Christ’s body because have been joined to Jesus Christ through our
spiritual union with the Holy Spirit. Just as a baby is connected to its mother through the umbilical
cord, we are connected to Jesus Christ the head in heaven through our vital life union with the
indwelling Spirit.
d) Second, as Paul revealed the mystery of the bride of Christ, he declared that “we are members of
His body” (Eph. 5:30). Immediately after this statement, Paul quotes Genesis 2:24: “For this reason a
man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one
flesh.” But Paul is not referring to earthly marriage. He’s “speaking with reference to Christ and the
church” (Eph. 5:32). Here’s the point: If we are born-again, our union with Jesus Christ the
Bridegroom has already taken place through the indwelling Spirit. Thankfully, we don’t have to
wait until we go to heaven to experience a union with Christ the Bridegroom. We have already
been joined to Jesus Christ our heavenly Bridegroom now! Will there be a greater union with Jesus
after our marriage to Him? Absolutely! But the Lord doesn’t want us to wait until then to live from
this spiritual union.
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e) Here’s the truth that we need to own. Just as a husband and wife are joined together as one flesh,
we are joined together with Jesus Christ our heavenly Bridegroom right now through the
indwelling Spirit. That means we can have a real, heart-satisfying, life-transforming relationship
with Jesus twenty-four-hours-a-day-seven-days-a-week! The indwelling Spirit connects us directly
to Jesus the head who is enthroned in heaven. And we can fellowship and commune with Him
now. All day. Every day. We can know Jesus Christ intimately today through the Holy Spirit because
we are joined to Him spirit-to-Spirit.

XV.

#3. Jesus Nourishes and Cherishes Us.
a) As Paul unveiled the mystery of the bride, he said that Christ “nourishes and cherishes” us because
we are members of His body” (Eph. 5:29-30). Just as we take care of our own body by eating
healthy, exercising, and getting enough sleep, Paul said that Christ takes care of His body, His
beloved bride, by nourishing and cherishing her. Let’s take a look at both of these words for a
minute so that we can discover the tender heart of our lovesick Bridegroom.
b) First, let’s consider the word “nourish,” which means “to nourish up to maturity.”148 This word
paints the picture of a loving mother who longs for her baby to grow up into a mature adult. The
mother carefully ensures that her child gets the proper food, sleep, and rest. And as the child
grows up, the mother continues nurturing her child to full maturity.
c) In the same way, Jesus is lovingly committed to our maturity. From the moment we’re born again
until the day we go to be with Him, Jesus’ eyes are upon us, His beloved bride. He is continually
nourishing us to maturity, providing us with truth, revelation, loving correction, the proper
environment, and discipline until we are transformed into His image. As the Lord’s beloved bride,
our Bridegroom’s “gentleness makes” us great in Him (Psa. 18:35). Jesus is jealous for us and He’s
committed to our development and maturity. He is tenderly washing us with His Word so that we
will be sanctified and prepared for our marriage to Him.
d) At the same time, Jesus “cherishes” us. In the Greek, this word means “to warm, keep warm, to
cherish with tender love, to foster with tender care.”149 It conveys the idea of “birds covering their
young with their feathers.”150 What a heartwarming picture! The Lord’s love for us, His beloved
bride, is so intense and consuming that He will do whatever it takes to protect and care for us. He
holds us, His beloved bride, close to His heart. Jesus lovingly leads and directs us to Himself, so that
we might forever be His wife and partner with Him for the endless ages to come.
e) As His betrothed bride, Jesus loves to speak into our potential through His eyes of faith. Looking at
the way Jesus speaks to His bride in the Song of Solomon, He calls us beautiful, lovely, and He lets
us know how much we ravish His heart. Even though there is darkness in our heart and soul, Jesus
speaks into our potential, letting us know how precious and priceless we are to Him.

XVI.

#4. We Are Jesus’ Beloved.
a) Augustine said, “If God is love, then there must be in Him a Lover, a Beloved, and a Spirit of love; for
no love is conceivable without a Lover and a Beloved.”151
b) In eternity past, the Father was the Lover and He poured out His passion upon His Son, the
Beloved. The Father was the source while the Son was the recipient and the responder. Jesus
alluded to this when He said to His Father, “You loved Me before the foundation of the world”
(John 17:24). Even though the Son reciprocated the Father’s love back to Him, the Son did not have
a beloved to whom He could be the source of love. In this respect, the Son was somewhat like
Adam. He was alone without a beloved to unleash His love upon. The eternal Son yearned to be
the source of love to His beloved but there was no “helper suitable for him” (Gen. 2:18).
c) So, like Adam, Jesus was put into a deep sleep on the cross, and as the Roman spear pierced
through His side, blood and water poured forth. As Adam’s rib formed his bride, the blood and the

Lifeschool International | www.LifeschoolInternational.org

Page 130

Session 11: A Worthy Bride

God’s Eternal Purpose

water formed Christ’s bride. The blood cleansed us from all sin and defilement while the water
typified the life-giving water of the Spirit that would come to dwell within us, making us Christ’s
very own possession.
d) Now that the bride has come forth from Christ’s side, the eternal Son is the Lover and we are His
beloved. He is the source and we are the recipient and the responder. “We love,” John wrote,
“because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). It takes God to love God. Only to the degree that we have
experienced the Lover’s burning heart of love, can we, as His beloved, return that love back to Him.
e) Jesus said, “Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you” (John 15:9). As the Father is the
Lover and the Son is the Beloved in their relationship, Jesus is the Lover and we are the beloved in
our relationship with Christ. If you don’t grasp anything else, please know that Jesus loves you
deeply, for you are His beloved, cherished, and betrothed bride. No matter your past or present,
understand and know deep in your heart that you are the beloved of Jesus Christ. You are His
cherished beloved. He is the Lover and you are the object of His affection.

XVII.

#5. Jesus Sanctifies Us Through the Word.
a) Although the bride is called to make herself ready, Jesus initiates this process of sanctification. Paul
said, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her,
so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He
might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing;
but that she would be holy and blameless” (Eph. 5:25-27).
b) Jesus transforms the church, His betrothed bride, by washing her with the water of the Word. Jesus
cleanses His bride from sin, defilement, shame, condemnation, selfishness, and strongholds
through the Spirit-breathed Scriptures.
c) Though Jesus speaks to us personally, He also speaks to us through “friends of the Bridegroom.”
These are ministers whose sole purpose in ministry is to prepare the bride for her marriage to Jesus
Christ. John the Baptist and the disciples all functioned as friends of the Bridegroom and their
driving purpose was to see their best friend’s bride made ready (John 3:29; Matt. 9:15). They knew
that the bride of the Lamb did not belong to them, but to Jesus, and their role was to speak the
Word of God over her until she was spotless, blameless, and holy. All preachers and teachers have
this same call to speak the Word to Jesus’ bride in the power of the Spirit so that she would be holy
and blameless.
d) For the bride to be sanctified by the water of the Word, we have to understand the three ways that
Jesus sees His betrothed bride. First, He sees us in our legal position. That is, He sees us righteous,
as overcomers, and dead to sin, to self, and to the Law. Jesus sees us in our constituted legal
position because of the finished work of the cross. Second, Jesus sees our potential. He sees who
we can become because of the indwelling Spirit. Just as God called Abraham the father of many
nations in his barrenness and called Peter a rock though he was unstable, the Lord sees our
potential through His eyes of faith and calls “those things which be not as though they were”
(Rom. 4:17, KJV). Third, Jesus sees our actual condition. Our unrighteous thoughts, desires, motives,
and actions are not hidden from His eyes. Revelation 2-3 makes this clear. Because of His jealous
love for us as His cherished and beloved bride, Jesus speaks the truth to us in love and with grace
so that everything hindering us from fulfilling our eternal destiny is removed.
e) Whether through preachers, teachers, authors, worship leaders, prophets, or when we’re alone in
the secret place, Jesus will speak to us through one of these three perspectives. Often, one of our
greatest problems is not seeing and believing what He accomplished for us through the finished
work of the cross. Many times, we are pleading with God to do in us what He has already done. In
such cases, rather than striving in prayer for God to do what He’s already done, we simply need to
believe that in Christ, we are righteous, we are overcomers, and that we are dead to sin, self, and
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the Law. We need to believe that Christ is in us through the indwelling Spirit and that we can do all
things through Christ who strengthens us.
f)

Jesus will also sanctify us by speaking into our potential. He knows who we can become because
He knows who dwells within us. Jesus knows that we will become be a rock even though now
we’re beset with weaknesses. Jesus knows that we will be a father of many nations even though
now we are barren. Through His eyes of faith, Jesus calls those things that be not as though they
were.

g) Finally, because of His jealous love for us, Jesus often speaks to us in our actual condition. Though
He knows our positional righteousness and our potential because of the indwelling Spirit, Jesus’
fiery eyes frequently pierce through the fig leaves that we hide behind and He thrusts His sharp,
two-edged sword into us, dividing between soul and spirit. Does this hurt? You better believe it
does! But Jesus always speaks the truth in love and grace so that we don’t sell our birthright like
Esau for a “pot of stew.” Read Revelation 2-3 and you’ll see that Jesus doesn’t mince words with us.
He speaks the truth plainly so that we will overcome whatever entangles us and become part of
His pure, spotless bride who has made herself ready.
h) Jesus is full of grace and truth. When Jesus speaks the truth to us, no matter how penetrating and
painful, His grace always comes alongside, giving us the power and ability to receive and obey the
truth. When it comes to truth and grace, we have to know that Jesus never minimizes the truth,
dilutes the truth, dances around the truth, or sugarcoats the truth because of His grace. On the
contrary, what the truth requires God’s grace supplies. What the truth demands God’s grace
provides. Grace doesn’t lessen the truth. Rather, grace empowers us to fully obey the truth with all
of our heart, mind, soul, and strength.

XVIII.

#6. We Are to Make Ourselves Ready.
a) Recall that a first-century Jewish bride was responsible for making her own wedding dress. She
would spend hours creating her wedding garments and adorning them with beautiful details,
stitching them together thread by thread. As she waited for her bridegroom, she would inspect her
dress carefully for stains or wrinkles. Imagine for a moment how a Jewish bridegroom would feel if
he showed up to take his bride to the wedding and she did not have on wedding clothes. What if
she was dressed in normal attire or her wedding garments were only partially complete? He would
undoubtedly interpret these actions to mean that his bride did not truly love him and didn’t take
their wedding serious. Just as brides in ancient Jewish weddings had to make their own wedding
dress, our response to our justification will be our wedding clothes for all eternity. The righteous
acts that we do from the gift of imputed and imparted righteousness will be our wedding
garments forever.
b) Revelation 19:7-8 states, “Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of
the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready. It was given to her to clothe herself in
fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.” Notice that the
“righteous acts” are in the plural. This signifies a lifestyle of love-motivated obedience to God’s
Word—including the moral Law, the words of Jesus, and the writings of the apostles. These
righteous acts are our numerous responses of obedience motivated by our love for Jesus and
empowered by the Holy Spirit’s grace.
c) Paul said that we are to “work out [our] salvation with fear and trembling” (Phil. 2:12). This means
that we work out what the Holy Spirit has already worked into us. In other words, we work from
righteousness not for righteousness. We work from love not for love. We work from acceptance not
for acceptance. Put another way, making ourselves ready as the bride of Christ should flow out of
our love for Jesus, after experiencing His unrelenting love for us.
d) Think about it for a minute. Have you ever met a bride who got ready for her wedding
begrudgingly, motivated by fear, condemnation, obligation, guilt, and shame? Most brides get
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ready for their wedding day with incomparable joy, bliss, and an excitement that rivals little kids at
Christmas. That being the case, why do we as the bride of Christ often make ourselves ready with
dead religious works that are motivated by condemnation, guilt, and shame? Experiencing Jesus’
unrelenting love for us, as His cherished and beloved bride, is the catalyst that empowers us to
make ourselves ready—not fear, condemnation, religious burdens, or man-made obligations. We
want to be ready for Him simply because we love Him so much and we want to be worthy of His
heart’s desire.
e) Revelation 19:7 states that the bride makes herself ready—it doesn't say that God makes the bride
ready. Though Jesus initiates this process of sanctification, some trust the sovereignty of God in a
non-biblical way by “trusting” God to do the role that He has assigned to us. The Holy Spirit is “the
Helper” not “the Doer.” He will do His part, but He expects us to do ours. It is good to be able to
recognize the work of the Holy Spirit, but we must not stop there. We must go on to seek Him for
what our part is and then do it.
f)

Paul said, “Just as you have always obeyed...work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it
is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure” (Phil. 2:12-13). Here we
see the division of labor in sanctification. God is already at work in us but we are still responsible to
respond to His prior work with obedience. As God puts new desires into our heart, we have a vital
role to play by responding in obedience.

g) Clearly, there is a division of labor in sanctification. God has a part and we have a part. God will not
do our part and we cannot do His part. In response to God’s grace, we are called to take up our
cross, put to death our flesh, obey, run, fight, press on, endure, discipline ourselves, live by the
Spirit, do good works, and persevere. All of this is our response to God’s grace. It is the division of
labor in sanctification and in making ourselves ready.

Lifeschool International | www.LifeschoolInternational.org

Page 133

Session 12: Aligned with God’s Eternal Purpose
I.

Followers of the Lamb
a) After an in-depth study of God’s ultimate intention, I’ve discovered that Revelation 14:1-5 is one of
the best summaries of God’s eternal purpose. This passage reveals God’s ultimate intention
fulfilled in a people who are fully aligned with His eternal plan. In these five verses, we are shown a
beautiful picture of the eternal council of the Godhead coming full circle at the end of the age.
After patiently waiting thousands of years since His blueprint was conceived in the eternal councils
of eternity past, the Father’s and the Son’s dream is finally realized in a remnant “who follow the
Lamb wherever He goes” (Rev. 14:4).
b) With this in mind, read what John wrote:
Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one
hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written on
their foreheads. And I heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many waters and like
the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists
playing on their harps. And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four
living creatures and the elders; and no one could learn the song except the one hundred
and forty-four thousand who had been purchased from the earth. These are the ones who
have not been defiled with women, for they have kept themselves chaste. These are the
ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These have been purchased from among
men as first fruits to God and to the Lamb. And no lie was found in their mouth; they are
blameless (Rev. 14:1-5).
c) Notice that “the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion.” In Sessions 2-3, we saw that the eternal Son
was destined, in the blueprint from eternity, to be the centerpiece of everything that God does.
Jesus Christ is at the center of God’s ultimate intention, God’s plan for redemption, and God’s plan
for restoration. Jesus was appointed to have the first place and the preeminence in everything. In
the eternal council, Jesus was established as the Creator, the Way, the Truth, the Life, the pattern to
which humanity would be conformed, the atoning sacrifice for our sins, the head of a new creation,
and the center of the Abrahamic Covenant, the Law, and the Prophets. Jesus is the head of the
church and He is coming again to be the only name that is exalted during the Kingdom Age. Here,
in the fulfillment of God’s eternal purpose, we see Jesus—the Lamb of God slain before the
foundation of the world—at centerstage on heavenly Mount Zion. It’s truly all about Jesus and this
is clearly revealed as we see God’s ageless purpose accomplished at the end of the age.
d) Next, we see those who are with the Lamb. These are described as the “one hundred and forty-four
thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads….These have
been purchased from among men as first fruits to God and to the Lamb.” Before going further, let
me reiterate that the number 144,000 should not be interpreted literally any more than the Lamb.
As noted in Session 9, this number symbolizes a remnant who have the fullness of Christ’s
government. This remnant is branded with the Father’s and the Son’s names on their foreheads,
indicating that they are God’s inheritance. As we saw in Sessions 7-9, this remnant fully submitted
to the child-training work of the Holy Spirit and became the adopted sons of God who were placed
into Christ’s eternal inheritance. As a result, this corporate son, this mature man, inherits eternal
intimacy, eternal authority, and eternal glory. Furthermore, as we saw in Session 11, this remnant is
also the bride who made herself ready for her Bridegroom. While the Bridegroom delayed, these
wise virgins used the extra time to make their own wedding dress through righteous acts of
obedience and they bought extra oil for their lamps by pressing in to know their Bridegroom
intimately in the secret place. This company is God’s inheritance—a family of sons for the Father
and an equally-yoked bride for the Son. This is confirmed by the statement that they “have been
purchased from among men as first fruits to God and to the Lamb.”
e) This remnant is also an army of worshipers, as we see in the statement, “And I heard a voice from
heaven, like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I
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heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps. And they sang a new song before the
throne and before the four living creatures and the elders; and no one could learn the song except
the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had been purchased from the earth.” This remnant
doesn’t just worship; they are worshipers at the core of their being. Their entire heart and soul are
fully yielded to the indwelling Spirit. When the music faded and all the props were taken away, this
remnant still ministered to the Lord when no one was watching. When the fancy lights, the smoke
machines, and the talented bands weren’t around to stimulate their emotions, this worshiping
army still pressed in to know the Lord in the secret place, fully satisfied to please an audience of
one. There was no hypocrisy in their worship, for their lips and lives were fully aligned. This holy
priesthood was not content to sing about the Lord in the outer court; their hunger drove them into
the holy of holies, where they ministered to the Lord face-to-face in deep intimacy. As we saw in
Session 10, this company is the inheritance of the Holy Spirit. That is, they are the temple that He
fills, the spiritual house in which He dwells, and the body that He possesses unto full Christ-like
maturity. These are the spiritual priests after the order of Melchizedek, the sons of Zadok, who are
permitted to minister to the Lord in the blazing fire of His holiness on heavenly Mount Zion. What a
beautiful picture of corporate fullness! These individual living stones yielded entirely to the
indwelling Spirit, allowed Him to fill them unto fullness, and were fit together with other living
stones into God’s spiritual house.
f)

Next, we are allowed a glimpse into the lifestyle of these worshipers, as revealed by the statement:
“These are the ones who have not been defiled with women, for they have kept themselves chaste.
These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes….And no lie was found in their mouth;
they are blameless.” These were not conference groupies who went from one conference to
another, following their favorite speakers, authors, and worship bands. Nor were they once-a-week
worshipers, who lived for themselves throughout the week, but worshiped for an hour on Sunday
so they could experience a spiritual high that made them feel better. No, this remnant are
worshipers because of their obedient lifestyle, their surrender, their abandonment to God, and
their passion for Him. They are not worshipers because they sang loud, shouted, clapped, danced,
raised their hands, or exclaimed hallelujah! Rather, they are worshipers because they fully
embraced the cross. As we saw in Sessions 5-6, these worshipers have not just experienced the
finished work of the cross; they have also embraced the way of the cross and put to death their
self-life so that the fullness of Christ’s life could be released from their spirit into their heart and
soul. This remnant learned the secret of abiding in Christ, gaining Christ in their soul, and knowing
God through the indwelling Spirit. As a result, this rare breed of believers are forever branded as
those “who follow the Lamb wherever He goes.” In their short life on earth, they obeyed God fully,
even unto death, if necessary. Because they fully embraced the way of the cross, the Lamb’s nature
was formed within them, making them pure, holy, and blameless. This remnant loves the truth and
always speaks the truth, no matter the cost. There’s no lie in their mouth, nor the slightest
exaggeration that advances their selfish agenda. These were not defiled by sexual immorality nor
were they entangled in the ways of the world.

g) From heaven’s perspective, this remnant is not a radical fringe or an elite set of super-Christians
who line the walls of heaven’s hall of fame. In God’s eyes, this rare breed simply lived the normal
Christian life. They made God’s eternal purpose their life purpose. They fully embraced the way of
their cross in their soul and were reconstituted into the nature of the Lamb from the core of their
being to the outer circumference of their soul. These embody the Lamb’s meekness, humility, love,
obedience, and self-sacrifice. They are forever known in heaven as those who went all the way with
God, as those fully aligned with God’s eternal purpose. They are the reason why God created the
world.
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II.

God’s Eternal Purpose

God’s Eternal Purpose Summarized
a) Though Revelation 14:1-5 is an excellent summary of God’s eternal purpose, let me summarize it
once more so that we are crystal clear. The table below summarizes what we have seen so far in
this class.

III.

Session

God’s Eternal Purpose

2-3

The eternal Son would be at the center of all things, including God’s ultimate
intention, redemptive plan, and His plan for restoration.

4

The Son’s life would be implanted within humanity, making mankind the one-andonly creation among God’s entire created order, to have God’s life within them.

6

The Son’s life would be released in fullness within His people through the way of
the cross, which breaks the self-life and allows the Spirit to be released fully into
our heart and soul.

7

The Father’s inheritance would be a family of Christ-like sons who have been
conformed into the image of His beloved Son.

8

The Father would place His mature, Christ-like sons into Jesus’ inheritance,
allowing them to have eternal intimacy, eternal authority, and eternal glory.

9

God’s inheritance would be finalized at the end of the age through the first-fruits
harvest and the final and ultimate ingathering.

10

The Holy Spirit’s inheritance would be a temple that He fills, a spiritual house in
which He dwells, and a body that He possesses and brings to maturity.

11

The Son’s inheritance would be an equally-yoked bride whom He loves with all of
His heart and who loves Him with the very love of the Father.

God’s Eternal Purpose Is the Standard
a) After seeing God’s eternal purpose revealed throughout this class and after seeing God’s eternal
purpose fulfilled in Revelation 14:1-5, we need to understand that God’s eternal purpose is the
measurement for success. God’s ultimate intention is the plumb line that determines whether or
not our lives, churches, or ministries have accomplished what God was truly after.
b) Paul made this point in Ephesians 4:13, stating, “The measure of the stature which belongs to the
fullness of Christ.” The Greek word for “measure” is metron and it can mean “a measuring rod;
proverbially, the rule or standard of judgment.”152 In other words, the Lord measures success or
failure by Christ and Christ alone. The Godhead wants nothing less than the fullness of Christ
released in and through His corporate people who are joined together as living stones.
c) In God’s eyes, success is determined by whether or not Christ is at the center of all that we are and
do; by whether or not Christ’s life is released in fullness; by whether or not Christ is formed in a
local church functioning as Christ’s body in the earth; and by whether or not the Father has a
family of Christ-like sons, the Son has an equally-yoked bride, and the Spirit has a temple that He
fills, a house in which He dwells, and a body that He possesses. In short, God’s measuring rod of
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success is whether or not His eternal purpose was accomplished in our lives, in our churches, in our
ministries, and in the global body of Christ.
d) In the church today, carnal man in his wisdom and pride measures success by buildings, budgets,
bishops, and baptisms. The bigger the building, the bigger the budget, the bigger influence of the
bishop, and the bigger the baptisms the more successful we are. In today’s church culture, we
applaud the leaders and churches who are on the cutting-edge of technology and relevance, who
have the largest crowds, the coolest buildings, the best music, the most influential conferences,
and who generate the most money. This has created a rock-star culture of celebratory pastors and
musicians who are followed like American idols. We must never forget the stinging words of the
Lord Jesus Christ who said, “That which is highly esteemed among men is detestable in the sight of
God” (Luke 16:15). The NKJV uses the word “abomination.” That’s strong language. Let Jesus’
warning sink in: What many admire and deem successful, even in the church, could very well be an
affront to Him. This should cause all of us to pause, in the fear of the Lord, and consider our ways.
Are we building a church or ministry that Jesus thinks is detestable and an abomination?
e) Full alignment to God’s eternal purpose is our only hope before the judgment seat of Christ. That’s
why Paul warned us, “Be careful how [you build]” (1 Cor. 3:10). Let that apostolic warning resonate
for a moment. Be careful how you build! The slightest selfish motives—such as wanting the praises
of men, wanting to grow at any cost, or refraining from speaking the truth because we don’t want
to be unpopular—can cause our work to incinerated at the judgment seat of Christ. Never forget
the rule of the airplane. If you are one degree off course flying from New York to Los Angeles, you
will miss your destination by fifty miles. Likewise, the slightest motive not aligned with God’s
eternal purpose can derail us for eternity. Therefore, be careful how you build!
f)

IV.

Paul offered us wise advice when he said, “According to the grace of God which was given to me,
like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be
careful how he builds on it. For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid,
which is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3:10-11). Paul was a wise master builder because he built upon
Christ—the centerpiece of God’s eternal purpose. If we build a church, a ministry, a business, or our
own life purpose around anything less than God’s ageless purpose, there’s a real chance that it will
be like “wood, hay, [and] straw” at the judgment seat of Christ (1 Cor. 3:12-13, emphasis mine). This
will only become evident when Jesus’ eyes of fire pierce through us and the motives of our heart
are laid bare before Him. If you don’t want to suffer loss at the judgment seat, make sure that you
build your life, your family, your church, your ministry, and your business upon God’s eternal
purpose. Everything else is flammable material.

Measuring Today’s Church Against God’s Eternal Purpose
a) In Session 1, we talked about the importance of having the proper starting point. As stated
previously, if we are going to know and live according to God’s eternal purpose, we have to go
back in time further than the book of Acts, Moses, Abraham, the fall, and even God’s original
commission to Adam to take dominion. We have to go back before time and creation into God’s
eternal councils to truly know the reason why God created the world.
b) If you observe the models that drive many churches today, most are developed around a starting
point that doesn’t go back far enough. For example, when church leaders view salvation as God’s
ultimate intention, they develop a church model that is geared toward seeing as many people get
saved as possible. Or if a church leader views signs, wonders, and miracles as God’s ultimate
intention, their church model is designed to facilitate supernatural healings, miracles, and
deliverances. Typically, these objectives are met, yet God’s eternal purpose is not fulfilled. With this
in mind, let’s take a minute to consider some of the more popular church models today and
honestly ask the question, “Is God’s eternal purpose being fulfilled?” I’m in no way trying to be
critical or judgmental in this assessment. I will highlight the good in each model and then state
why these models are not fulfilling God’s ultimate intention.
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c) The Seeker-Sensitive Church
Many church leaders who view salvation as God’s ultimate intention have implemented some form
of the seeker-sensitive church model. The basic idea is to create attractive and inspiring Sunday
services where church members feel comfortable bringing a friend. In this environment, with stateof-the-art technology, skilled communicators, and talented musicians, the goal is to create a “wow”
factor so that the unchurched will come back next week and invite their friends. The goal is to
preach the gospel in a culturally-relevant way to those who don’t have a church background.
There’s certainly some wonderful things in this model. Many people are hearing the gospel in a
relatable way. Many are responding in faith and are being baptized. Many are being introduced to
the importance of Scripture. For a post-modern culture where Christianity has been marginalized,
seeker-sensitive churches are effective at introducing the unchurched to Jesus.
But if you compare a typical seeker-sensitive church to Revelation 14:1-5, can we truly say that this
church model is producing people who follow the Lamb wherever He goes? Is this church model
truly producing a people who are sexually pure, who don’t lie, who are holy and blameless, who
fully embrace the way of the cross, and who are worshipers at the core of their being? I don’t think
so.
d) The Revival Church
Many church leaders who view revival and miracles as God’s ultimate intention design their
services so attenders can experience God. The worship is free and Spirit-lead. People regularly
receive prayer for healing and deliverance. The messages give courage, hope, healing, grace, and
inspiration. Those who attend are encouraged to advance the kingdom in their sphere of
influence. All of this is great!
But here’s the issue. The way of the cross is rarely preached in this environment. It’s too negative. It
might discourage people, hinder God’s grace, and be construed as religious works. People would
develop a mentality that God is not good and that He only wants to punish them with a boring,
sacrificial life. Others might become too religious, attempting to please God by how much they
pray, fast, and study Scripture. Therefore, nothing that hints of works, religion, sacrifice, or death to
self is permitted.
Are revival churches fulfilling God’s eternal purpose? Likely not. It’s impossible to follow the Lamb
wherever He goes apart from the cross putting to death our self-life. It’s impossible to be a holy
and blameless people apart from the crucifixion of our soul. If the way of the cross is not preached,
transformation into Christ’s image is impossible. Since many in revival churches are not being
transformed into the nature of the Lamb, God’s eternal dream is not being fulfilled.
e) The Prosperity Gospel Church
Many church leaders with an inordinate focus on God’s blessings have embraced some form of the
prosperity gospel. In reality, the prosperity gospel can be viewed as a spectrum, ranging from a
strong focus on God’s desire to bless us with favor, success, and prosperity to the teaching that
Jesus died to make us rich. The worst extreme of the prosperity gospel can be found in many
African churches, where the pastor is like the village witchdoctor, who requires church members to
sow a seed so that God would bless them with healing, prosperity, or favor.
Those who have embraced some form of the prosperity gospel often preach about your best life
now, how to become a better you, how to maximize your life, how to be blessed, and how to fulfill
your destiny. The focus is on God’s blessings rather than upon God Himself.
Is the prosperity gospel fulfilling God’s eternal purpose? Absolutely not! With such a strong selffocus—how can I be blessed, how can I prosper, how can I have success, how can I have favor—
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God’s eternal purpose is never even considered. With such a focus on our inheritance in Christ,
God’s inheritance in us is never even mentioned.
f)

For the sake of time, I’ll briefly mention a few other examples. Those who view social justice as
God’s ultimate intention emphasize human compassion and acts of mercy above inward
transformation into the image of Christ. Others who view the restoration of Israel and the
fulfillment of prophecy as God’s ultimate intention rarely mention God’s desire to have an
inheritance among redeemed humanity. Those who believe God’s ultimate intention is to restore
the Jewish roots of the faith are preoccupied with celebrating the feasts, obeying the Torah, and
Gentiles trying to be Jewish. Finally, those who believe God’s ultimate intention is to advance the
kingdom, emphasize that the kingdom is now and that we must Christianize the seven mountains
of culture.

g) Is social justice and compassion important? Yes. Is the restoration of Israel and the fulfillment of
prophecy something that we should focus on? Yes. Should we appreciate and honor the Jewish
roots of our faith? Yes. Should we advance the kingdom in our sphere of influence? Yes. But think
about this for a minute. Without the fall, there is no poverty to eradicate, human suffering to
eliminate, and broken people who need to be restored. Without the fall, there would be no need to
restore Israel or fulfill end-time prophecy. Without the fall, there would be no distinction between
Jew and Gentile. Here’s my point: Ninety-nine percent of what is emphasized in the church today is
only necessary because of the fall. Yet much of the church is preoccupied with many good things
that are not God’s ultimate intention. There’s so little emphasis in the church on God’s eternal
thought, eternal desire, eternal plan, eternal will, and eternal purpose. There’s so little
consideration of God’s eternal blueprint that drives everything that He does.
h) Obviously, I’m not saying that we should abandon salvation, revival, miracles, God’s blessings,
social justice, end-time prophecy, and advancing God’s kingdom. Not at all! Rather, I’m stressing
that these are the means to the ultimate end for which God created the world. These should lead
to the fulfillment of God’s original intention. For example, salvation is not about getting a free
ticket to heaven; it’s our initial adoption into God’s family, our betrothal to Christ as His bride, and
us becoming a temple of the Holy Spirit. God’s blessings are not given so that we can live our best
life now; they should ultimately lead us to the greatest blessing of all—God Himself. Social justice
should not end with providing clean drinking water to the impoverished or a home for the
homeless; these acts of compassion should ultimately lead the benefactors to becoming God’s
inheritance.
i)

Many other examples could be given, but I think you get the point. When I compare God’s eternal
purpose, as depicted in Revelation 14:1-5, to the present state of the church, including the church I
pastor and my own life, I’m grieved at how selfish, immature, misaligned, and indifferent we are. It
hurts my heart to see so many believer’s life purpose so far below God’s eternal purpose. I’m
saddened by the self-focus of today’s sermons, books, and songs. So much of the teaching in
today’s church oozes with selfishness. The focus is on how God can bless us. It’s rooted in the idea
that God is good; therefore, He blesses me. Instead of the true gospel, rooted in God’s eternal
purpose, that God is good; therefore, He gives me Himself.

j)

Unfortunately, most of the church does not see from an eternal perspective and from heavenly
ground. We do not think in terms of eternal thought, eternal desire, eternal intention, and eternal
will. Many of us are like a novice observer of golf, who thinks the highest score wins. We are
celebrating and applauding all the wrong things. We give standing ovations to the best
performances of today’s event-driven Christianity, unaware that eloquence, talent, skill, and
technology are powerless agents of transformation. We stand in awe of those with the biggest
buildings, budgets, and baptisms, not realizing that God is after a people who are prepared for
Him. We mistakenly think God’s ultimate intention was to save us and get us to heaven. But then
what? To sit on a cloud and strum a harp for all eternity? We’re so focused on fulfilling our destiny
that God’s destiny is completely ignored. Never before have we had such creative music, such
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eloquent communicators, such cutting-edge technology, and such a plethora of information
accessible anytime, anywhere. Nevertheless, we are miles away from God’s original intention.
k) If we are going to turn this ship around and see an army of believers who have made God’s eternal
purpose their life purpose, then it begins with individuals who center their entire life around God’s
ultimate intention.

V.

Living for God’s Eternal Purpose
a) With five Super Bowl rings, Tom Brady is arguably the best NFL quarterback of all time. As a lifelong
Atlanta Falcons fan, I was on the wrong end of the greatest comeback in Super Bowl history.
Leading 28-3 with just over two minutes left in the third quarter, the Falcons had a 99.7 percent
chance of winning. Yet as I discovered the hard way, no lead is safe when Tom Brady is under
center. Scoring 31 unanswered points, Brady lead the Patriots to one of the most improbable
comeback wins in the history of sports. When the final scoreboard read Patriots 34 Falcons 28, the
heart of an entire city was crushed. In my thirty-five plus years as a sports fan, that was by far the
worst loss I’ve ever experienced. That’s saying quite a lot considering I’m a lifelong Atlanta sports
fan. I could hardly sleep that night. My heart felt shattered, similar to when your high school
girlfriend dumps you for another guy. The next day, all I could do was listen to sports-talk radio. For
some strange reason, it was cathartic listening to heartbroken sports fans call in and grieve
together as a city. For a few days after the Super Bowl, Atlanta felt like a funeral home. People were
calling in and sayings things like, “My divorce was easier than this”; “This is harder than when my
grandmother died”; “Our city is cursed because we built it upon Indian burial grounds.” The city of
Atlanta was devastated. It felt like I was kicked in the gut with a steel-toe boot. As terrible as this
was, I take some comfort that it was Tom Brady who did this. I’m pretty sure that no other
quarterback in history could have engineered such a dramatic comeback.
b) A few days ago, while watching a sports-talk show with my wife, a NFL analyst was sharing what
Jimmy Garoppolo, Brady’s backup for over three years, said about Tom Brady. Garoppolo was
asked, “What is one thing that you learned from Tom Brady.” His answer resonated with both my
wife and I. For those who know my wife Angie, who would rather watch paint dry than sit through
a football game, that’s saying quite a lot. Garoppolo said that Tom Brady doesn’t view being a
quarterback as a job; he views it as a lifestyle. Being a NFL quarterback affects how Brady eats,
exercises, and sleeps. It affects his daily routine and how he lives in the offseason. His entire life
revolves around being a quarterback. That’s why Brady is still a quarterback at the age of forty! He
doesn’t clock in to a nine-to-five job. Being a quarterback is his life.
c) I hope Brady’s radical commitment to something earthly and temporal challenges us. What if we
were as devoted to God’s eternal purpose as Tom Brady was to being a NFL quarterback? What if
we made God’s eternal purpose more than an interesting teaching, more than a book, more than
something we could parrot to our friends? What if God’s eternal purpose became our life purpose?
Perhaps Brady’s devotion to football can motivate us to stop living for our destiny to be fulfilled
and instead live for God’s destiny to be fulfilled.
d) How will you respond to God’s ultimate intention? Will you fully align yourself to God’s eternal
purpose, surrendering your personal dreams and visions, to see God’s eternal dream and vision
fully realized at the end of the age? Will you allow the Holy Spirit to reconstruct you entirely, from
the inside out, so that you are conformed into the image of Christ—into the image of the meek,
humble, self-sacrificing, and fully obedient Lamb of God? Will you embrace the way of the cross
deep in your soul, including the suffering associated with obedience, so that you can be one who
follows the Lamb wherever He goes? When you step into eternity, will you have paid the price to
be numbered among this rare breed of believers who went all the way with God? Will you allow
God’s eternal purpose to become your life purpose, driving everything that you dream about and
do?
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e) Sadly, many believers use God to selfishly advance their dreams and visions. They want God’s help
so that they can fulfill their destiny. They live for getting married, having a family, having a nice
house, having a well-paying career, having a successful ministry, and having enough of God to
make it to heaven. Don’t misunderstand what I’m saying. Certainly, we should seek God about our
future spouse, our house, our career, and our ministry assignment. Undoubtedly, the Lord enjoys
showing us His path for our life and He enjoys blessing us with favor, prosperity, and success. But
here’s my point: Is your life purpose about you fulfilling your dreams or about God’s eternal dream
being fulfilled? That’s the root issue. God’s eternal purpose is at stake. Though God is big enough
to fulfill His eternal purpose in His sovereignty, never forget Eden. God gave mankind a choice to
join Him in His eternal purpose and He has never changed His ways. He still gives us the option to
choose His eternal purpose or our life purpose. So, what will you choose? Will you live for God’s
eternal dream to be fulfilled or will you live for your own dreams to be fulfilled?
f)

If the fall had not occurred and God’s ultimate intention would have been fulfilled through the tree
of life, most of what we’re preoccupied with wouldn’t even exist. There would not be human flaws
requiring forgiveness or a need to establish justice and end oppression. There would be no
suffering to alleviate or equality to establish. There would be no poverty to eradicate or disease to
cure. My point is that most of what we are preoccupied with is not rooted in God’s eternal purpose.
That’s why I’m appealing to us: Go higher. Don’t pursue a life-purpose rooted in human goodness,
human compassion, human giftedness, human effort, and human glory. Don’t make your lifepurpose man-centered and humanistic. God designed the human heart for something deeper,
something richer, something more satisfying. He created our heart for His eternal purpose, and
until we yield to this, we will never find our reason for existence. We will never find our true
purpose and destiny. I appeal to you: Make God’s eternal purpose your life purpose. Live to see
God’s dreams fulfilled.

g) Paul instructed us to examine ourselves, to test ourselves, and to judge ourselves (2 Cor. 13:5; 1
Cor. 11:31). In light of this apostolic command, take a moment to evaluate what you live for. If
you’re single, is your life purpose to get married? If you’re married, is your life purpose to purchase
a house? If you married with children, is your life purpose to have a well-paying career so that your
family can be blessed? Is your life purpose to run a business, a ministry, a church, or a nonprofit
that helps others experience breakthrough? Examine your heart closely and ask yourself, “What am
I living for?” Find what drives you and see if it is thoroughly God-centered or tainted with
selfishness. Can you honestly say, “The reason I exist is to see God’s eternal purpose fulfilled in my
life and in the life of others?” Are you living for the American dream or for God’s eternal dream?
h) If we are going to see an army of believers who have made God’s eternal purpose their life
purpose, then we need to listen again to the words of Paul, who more than anyone else in history,
had a revelation of the great mystery of God’s eternal purpose. Toward the end of his life, after
planting numerous churches, preaching the gospel to thousands, and writing much of the New
Testament, Paul realized he needed to recalibrate his life around God’s eternal purpose. He wrote:
“Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what
lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:13-14).
i)

j)

There is no higher calling than the fulfillment of God’s eternal purpose. Paul reconstituted his
entire life around this “one thing.” He let go of religious baggage, worldly recognition, and
temporary blessings to pursue God’s ultimate intention in a deeper way. Paul wanted his life
purpose fully aligned with God’s eternal purpose so that he could “lay hold of that for which also I
was laid hold of by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:12). He made a resolution to forget his past—to not dwell
upon his former accomplishments or religious badges of success. Paul wanted to know Christ—the
One who was established as the center of God’s eternal plan before time and creation. Paul wanted
to gain Christ in his soul, so that he could become an exact representation of the Lamb.

But Paul was not just concerned about himself. He said, “Let us, as many as are mature, have this
mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you” (Phil. 3:15, NKJV).
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Paul wanted God’s eternal purpose to be his life purpose and the life purpose for all those who
were mature. Will you follow the example of Paul and align your life fully around God’s eternal
purpose? Will you let go of temporary selfish pursuits and run after God’s ultimate intention with
all of your heart, mind, soul, and strength? Will you sacrifice your self-life so that Christ’s life can fill
you fully? Will you lay down your agenda and plans for the future so that you can be part of an
army who will do whatever it takes to see God’s eternal purpose fulfilled at the end of the age?

VI.

An Eternal Purpose Wineskin
a) If God’s eternal purpose is to become our life purpose, then we will likely need to be completely
rewired from the inside out. Or to use Jesus’ analogy, we will need a new wineskin (Matt. 9:16-17;
Luke 5:34-39). Unless you received a revelation of God’s ultimate intention when you were born
again, there’s many incorrect views, ideas, and doctrines that we’ve embraced that will hinder us
from fulfilling God’s eternal purpose.
b) Jesus said, “No one tears a piece of cloth from a new garment and puts it on an old garment;
otherwise he will both tear the new, and the piece from the new will not match the old” (Luke
5:36). God’s eternal purpose, established in the councils of the Godhead before time and creation,
is a new “garment” to most of us. After receiving a revelation of God’s eternal purpose, we can’t
patch up the old garment of our former doctrines and current lifestyle with the new revelation of
God’s ultimate intention. Like Jesus said, the new simply “will not match the old.” God’s eternal
purpose is incompatible with many of today’s popular Christian teachings and church models that
have emboldened us to live for ourselves in the name of Christ.
c) Many of us have embraced teachings tainted with selfish ambition, greed, and deception. We’ve
been immersed into the Christian religion rather than to the person of Jesus Christ. Doctrines of
demons and other emphasis, far less weighty than God’s eternal purpose, have become the main
focus in God’s house. The event-driven Christianity of today has conditioned us to be spectators
who go to church to watch a worship band perform and to listen to a gifted communicator.
Though we are stimulated for an hour or two after church, very little transformation takes place.
Unfortunately, we think this is normal Christianity. These traditions and teachings cement into our
soul until only the jackhammer of God’s fiery Word can break it. We guard our message, methods,
music, and ministry as if they’re an untouchable sacred cow—even though many are an old
garment and old wineskin preventing us from fulfilling God’s eternal purpose.
d) Perhaps an example from the church I lead will make this clear. When the Lord unveiled His eternal
purpose to us in a deeper way, we began seeing how incompatible our message, methods, music,
and ministry were with God’s ultimate intention. Many of our members viewed church as a place
we go rather than who we are. To us, church had become a weekly service we attended because of
friends, family, and familiarity. Though we had many wonderful services marked by God’s
presence, very little transformation was taking place. We worshiped but we were not worshipers.
We heard a message, but after lunch and a Sunday nap, it was forgotten. As a leadership team, we
began to notice that the Holy Spirit was directing us to say the same thing over and over. Why?
Because we had become forgetful hearers rather than effectual doers. We had developed an old
wineskin of going to church without being transformed. We had developed mechanisms of
hearing the word of God while filtering out the challenge to change. In our prayer meetings, we
prayed for people’s needs, for revival, for our leaders, and for God to bless our nation, but rarely
did we pray according to God’s eternal purpose. Many of our prayers were man-centered rather
than God-centered. In addition, we were trying to live for God rather than allowing God to live in
us and through us.

e) When we began seeing from a more heavenly perspective, we realized how old our wineskin had
become. Many things we were doing were not accomplishing God’s ultimate intention. It was clear
that we needed to be entirely rewired from the inside out. We needed to be aligned with God’s
eternal purpose. Without going into the details, the Lord called us stop doing church from an old
wineskin and instead go through two years of intense training. We needed to be reconstituted at
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the core of our being. So, we stopped worshiping to music for a season so that we could focus on
becoming worshipers. We emphasized becoming the message rather than just hearing a message.
We stressed internalizing the message until we know it, own it, live it, proclaim it, and multiply it.
Rather than trying to live for God in our strength and power, we encouraged people to let Christ
live in and through them. Our prayer meetings also changed. We focused more on praying for
God’s eternal purpose to be fulfilled in us and in the nations than we did upon our needs and our
nation. We’ve been at this for about 6 months and it honestly feels like we have so far to go. That’s
how out of alignment we were to God’s ultimate intention. As Mike Bickle likes to say, “We are only
at the beginning of the beginning” of being aligned to God’s eternal purpose.
f)

Not only is our church being reconstituted, but so is our missions ministry, Lifeschool International.
Even though the Lord has blessed Lifeschool tremendously in East Africa over the past seven years,
as over 1,500 senior pastors have been trained and equipped through our distance-learning
program, we realized that few were being transformed. Most were in the program to receive a
diploma so that they could advance their ministry career. Few were being equipped to fulfill God’s
eternal purpose. After much prayer, we realized that Lifeschool needed a serious makeover. Both
our curriculum and our process are being reworked so that we can train and equip an army to fulfill
God’s eternal purpose at the end of the age.

g) Six months into this rewiring, I realize how important this is. I am eternally grateful for the Lord
plucking up and uprooting our old wineskin so that we could be fully aligned with His ultimate
intention.
h) Henry Blackaby, the author of Experiencing God, famously said, “Find out where God is at work and
join Him there.” I’ll give you a hint where God is at work. It’s where He’s been at work for the
thousands of years since eternity past and where He’ll be at work into the endless ages of eternity.
God is at work to fulfill His eternal purpose and He invites us to join Him. Will you? No matter how
painful it might be, will you allow Him to break your old wineskin and reconstitute you entirely as a
new wineskin that can contain His eternal purpose?

VII.

An Army Who Fulfills God’s Eternal Purpose
a) As we end this session and finish this class, imagine what would happen if believers all around the
world heeded Paul’s advice and were “of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in
spirit, intent on one purpose” (Phil. 2:2). The “purpose” Paul has in mind is undoubtedly God’s
eternal purpose. What if throughout the world, in every nation, the church of Jesus Christ united
around God’s ultimate intention? What if everyone, in whom the Spirit of Christ truly dwelled, was
“intent on one purpose”—God’s eternal purpose?
b) Over twenty-five hundred years ago, the prophet Ezekiel was transported by the Spirit into a valley,
where he saw a graveyard of dry bones littered across a plain. These bones were dead, dry, cut off,
and perishing without hope. As Ezekiel prophesied over the bones, God’s life began to penetrate
into the bones, raising them from the dead. When Ezekiel was finished, this scattered cemetery of
dry bones had become an exceedingly great army.
c) The body of Christ is in a similar condition today. Many true followers of Jesus Christ, scattered
across the nations, see through the facade of the manmade Christian religion and know that there
must be more. They feel discouraged, hopeless, disconnected, dry, and dead. They feel as if they
have lost their purpose and meaning. Many are depressed, isolated, and lonely. They have tried to
find a church aligned with God’s eternal purpose but to no avail.
d) Nevertheless, these have been marked by God to be part of His end-time army. The Holy Spirit is
presently targeting them, seeking to breathe His life and God’s eternal purpose, into the core of
their being. When this happens, look out! These scattered, disconnected, and dry bones will come
to life. They will awaken to a deep sense of purpose and meaning. They will awaken to a destiny
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that is bigger than themselves, eternal in scope and ageless in duration. They will awaken to the
reason why they were created.
e) As the Spirit breathes His life and God’s eternal purpose into them, these dry bones will come to
life and form an exceedingly great army. These soldiers will labor together, shoulder to shoulder
and rank to rank, to see God’s ultimate intention—His ageless dream—accomplished. No matter
the sacrifice. No matter the cost. No matter the opposition, persecution, and pain, this army of
leaders, pastors, authors, missionaries, worship leaders, intercessors, businessmen, housewives,
and evangelists will join God in what He has always been doing. Through preaching, prophesying,
praying, teaching, discipling, evangelizing, strategizing, and giving, this army will labor together
across international borders until the bride of Christ is made ready, a corporate son is conformed
into the image of Christ and placed into Jesus’ inheritance, and God’s spiritual house is filled with
the fullness of the Spirit.
f)

Will you be fully aligned to God’s eternal purpose? Will you allow the Spirit to rewire you entirely
until every beat of your heart resonates with passion for God’s eternal purpose? Will you pay
whatever price is necessary to see the Lamb have the reward of His sufferings? Will you be a person
conformed into the nature of the Lamb, who follows the Lamb wherever He goes?
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