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I. God’s Eternal Purpose Fulfilled 

a) In Session 7, we looked at the Father’s ultimate intention to adopt us as sons. This eternal purpose is 
fulfilled in three phases. Phase 1 is our placement into God’s family as a son. Phase 2 is our 
preparation for placement into Christ’s inheritance. And Phase 3 is the placement of God’s corporate 
son into Christ’s inheritance. Phase 1 is individual and at random times as people receive Christ as 
their Lord and Savior. Phase 2 is both individual and corporate, as the Spirit trains individuals and 
entire churches for their eternal inheritance. And Phase 3 is corporate, when the Father places the 
overcoming sons into the inheritance of Christ at the same time, just prior to the second coming. 

b) In Session 8, we saw the amazing and stunning plan the Father has determined for us. We looked in 
detail at our inheritance of eternal intimacy, eternal authority, and eternal glory. We saw that we are 
destined for the throne and have been chosen to receive God Himself as our inheritance. For the 
endless ages of eternity, we have been invited in to the holy of holies, where we will share in the 
same love, intimacy, and fellowship that God the Father and God the Son have enjoyed through God 
the Spirit forever. 

c) In this session, we will put the pieces of the puzzle together and look at how God’s eternal purpose 
to adopt us as sons will be fulfilled at the end of the age. If you recall from Session 3, God’s “eternal 
purpose” is literally God’s “purpose for the ages” (Eph. 3:11).  

d) As a reminder, the Scriptures reveal distinct ages in which God has a specific mission, unique goals, 
and a predefined objective that He seeks to accomplish. This divine initiative is in accordance with 
“the purpose of the ages” that was established in God’s eternal council. It is the blueprint that drives 
all that God has done or will ever do. 

e) In Session 3, we also saw the distinct ages revealed in Scripture, including the Age of the Gentiles, 
the Age of Israel, the Church Age, the Kingdom Age, and the eternal ages. We now live at the end of 
the Church Age, in a prophetic transition that is leading to the dawn of a new age—the Kingdom 
Age, in which Jesus Christ and His wife will reign over the earth and rule the nations with a rod of 
iron. This is summarized in the chart below. 

 

f) Here at the end of the Church Age, in the prophetic transition leading to the Kingdom Age, God has 
a specific mission, a unique goal, and a predefined objective that He is seeking to accomplish. He 
wants to bring forth a “mature man,” which Paul said is “the measure of the stature which belongs 
to the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13). God’s primary goal in this prophetic transition from the Church 
Age to the Kingdom Age is for the teknon of God to mature into huios of God, for God’s children to 
become a mature son, for Christ’s body to come into fullness, conformed into His exact nature and 
likeness. 

g) As a side note, I have been studying end-time prophecy extensively for over twenty years. I’ve read 
thousands of pages of commentaries and books about this subject. I’ve read numerous 
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commentaries on the book of Revelation, Isaiah, and Daniel. In all my studies, I don’t recall any 
scholar, teacher, preacher, or author connecting God’s eternal purpose to the end times. Yet this is 
exactly what drives God’s end-time agenda. Everything about the end times, including God’s end-
time judgments, the antichrist and his kingdom, harlot Babylon, and the persecution of the church 
is uniquely designed by God with a purpose—His eternal purpose. And the result will be the Father 
having what He’s always yearned for—a family of Christ-like sons who will share in the eternal 
inheritance with His beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 

h) We need a fresh perspective of the end times, where we view it—not as a mean and angry God 
destroying sinners in His rage—but as the time when He fulfills His unique purpose for this age. Yes, 
God will release His wrath upon those who disobey the gospel, but there is something far greater 
that will happen. God’s sons are about to graduate from the school of sonship unto adoption and 
their graduation is to the throne.  

i) In this session, we will look at how God’s unique purpose for this age, determined in His eternal 
council before time and creation, will be fulfilled in a dramatic way. Specifically, we will look at the 
six-stage process of how God’s eternal purpose to adopt us as sons will be finalized. This is 
summarized below. 

1. God’s eternal purpose established; 
2. A remnant who have matured and overcome through history; 
3. The first-fruits harvest of mature sons completed; 
4. The final ingathering of mature sons; 
5. The corporate adoption; 
6. God’s sons revealed to creation. 

j) The chart below pictures this six-stage process. 

 

 

II. Phase 1: God’s Eternal Purpose Established 

a) We won’t spend much time on this phase since we have already covered it extensively. But just to 
recap, Paul said, “He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself” (Eph. 1:5). 

b) God the Father’s predetermined plan before one act of creation was to place us into His family as His 
very own sons, to train us for reigning in the school of sonship unto adoption, and to place us into 
Christ’s inheritance at the end of the age. 

c) This plan underscores our heavenly Father’s goodness, love, and kindness. When Paul peered into 
the wonder of this eternal blueprint by revelation, he said that God’s plan was “according to the kind 
intention of His will” (Eph. 1:5). The Father’s goodness, joy, and love is revealed by His eternal 
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forethought to invite us into the circle of the throne, to conform us into the image of the Man, Christ 
Jesus, and to place us as coheirs with His Son into eternal intimacy, eternal authority, and eternal 
glory. 

III. Phase 2: A Remnant Who Have Matured and Overcome Through History 

a) Thundering from the throne, the Father summarized Jesus’ messages to the seven churches and 
Paul’s teaching on adoption, saying, “He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his 
God and he will be My son [huios]” (Rev. 21:7, emphasis mine). 

b) Overcoming what Jesus listed in Revelation 2-3 is synonymous with remaining under the Holy 
Spirit’s child-training hand. In fact, in His message to Laodicea, Jesus said, “Those whom I love, I 
reprove and discipline [paideuō = child train]” (Rev. 3:19, emphasis mine). If we submit to the Holy 
Spirit’s leadership and come fully under His government, then He will empower us to overcome 
what Jesus stipulated in Revelation 2-3, including losing our first love, self-love, false doctrines, 
Jezebel, apathy, indifference, and lukewarmness.   

c) Overcoming is how we graduate from the school of sonship into a firstborn status, enabling us to 
receive our eternal inheritance. As the Father said, “He who overcomes will inherit these things.” 
What things do we inherit? The eternal rewards we looked at in the previous session, summarized 
by eternal intimacy, eternal authority, and eternal glory. Remaining under the child-trainers’ 
governmental hand is how we overcome and it’s how our adoption as a huios is finalized. Like the 
Father said, “He who overcomes...will be My son.” 

d) Just to be clear, as born-again believers, overcoming doesn’t determine our eternal destination but 
our eternal destiny. Overcoming doesn’t determine where we will spend eternity but how we will 
spend eternity. Overcoming is synonymous with sanctification, our living condition aligned with our 
legal position, the salvation of the soul, Christ-likeness, the cross-life, the Spirit-led life, abiding in 
Christ, and making ourselves ready as the betrothed bride of Christ. 

e) Throughout history, there has been a remnant of overcomers. For starters, Paul, John, and the other 
apostles would certainly be included. The church of Philadelphia was an entire congregation of 
overcomers. The church of Sardis had a remnant who were overcomers. It’s also a safe assumption 
that the thousands who heard Jesus’ warnings from Revelation 2-3 in the first-century responded, 
repented, and overcame. In addition, Hebrews 11 lists the overcomers who were faithful witnesses 
throughout history.  

f) Only heaven knows who overcame and became an exact representation of Christ in character and 
nature throughout history. But if we were to name the faithful witnesses from the first-century until 
the present-day—those who were not only born of God but who matured into a full-grown son able 
to handle and steward Christ’s inheritance—it would only be a remnant of the redeemed. 

g) This remnant of overcomers are part of the first-fruits harvest of mature sons, those who have 
ripened into the image of Christ before the majority. That means the first-fruits harvest has been 
ongoing throughout history. 

IV. The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares 

a) In Matthew 13:24-30, Jesus told a parable about wheat and tares. Perplexed by this parable, the 
disciples said to Him, “Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field” (Matt. 13:36). For the next 
seven verses, Jesus described the parable in great detail. Let’s take a look at some of His statements 
to better understand the end-time harvest, which is Phases 3-4 of God’s eternal purpose fulfilled in 
this age. 

b) The first thing to notice is that Jesus said, “The harvest is the end of the age” (Matt. 13:39). This 
corresponds perfectly with the fifth prophetic declaration in Revelation 14 that the “harvest of the 
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earth is ripe” (Rev. 14:14-16). Since this statement is made at the midpoint of the tribulation, we know 
that the greatest harvest in history will be reaped during the last three-and-a-half years before Jesus 
returns.1 

c) Jesus also said that the “good seed,” which is the wheat, “are the sons of the kingdom” (Matt. 13:38). 
The Greek word that Jesus used for “sons” is huios, which as we have seen repeatedly, is the word 
that can be used to stress maturity, Christ-likeness, and a firstborn son who will share in the full 
inheritance of their father.  

d) Based upon the context of Matthew 13:38, where we see the wheat and the tares coming to full 
bloom as lawlessness and righteousness reach an unprecedented level of maturity, we can safely 
assume that Jesus strategically used the word huios to describe a vast number of believers coming 
to full Christ-like maturity at the end of the age. This means the end-time harvest is all about the 
mature sons of God.  

e) Whereas only a remnant of the redeemed has matured and overcome throughout history, during 
the last three-and-a-half years of this age, an unprecedented number of believers will be conformed 
into an exact representation of the Man, Christ Jesus. Thus, the end-time harvest is far greater than 
a world-wide revival where millions of people get saved in the context of signs, wonders, and 
miracles. Though wonderful, the most glorious aspect of the end-time harvest is that God’s eternal 
purpose will be fulfilled. The greatest number of believers in history will be transformed into mature 
sons of God right before Jesus returns. 

f) Speaking about His looming crucifixion, Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit” (John 12:24). Notice 
carefully that Jesus likened Himself to wheat and that His crucifixion, death, and resurrection would 
eventually produce “much fruit.” Do you see the connection between Jesus referring to Himself as 
wheat and the end-time harvest of wheat, which are the mature, Christ-like sons?  

g) Since seeds reproduce after their own kind, the “much fruit” that Jesus described was undoubtedly 
the harvest of wheat at the end of the age. Jesus knew that His crucifixion and resurrection would 
eventually produce a harvest of Christ-likeness in the heart and soul of His redeemed people. By 
laying down His life, Jesus knew that it would eventually result in many sons who would become an 
exact representation of Him. This is what the harvest of wheat at the end of the age is all about. 

h) Hebrews 2:10 states that God’s great goal is to bring “many sons to glory.” Notice that it is not just a 
remnant of sons, but many sons who will be brought to glory. Though only a remnant of God’s 
people have overcome throughout history, it will not end that way. We are on the verge of 
witnessing the greatest number of believers in history coming into full Christ-like maturity before 
the Lord returns. This is what the end-time harvest is about. 

V. The Birth of the Man-Child 

a) Having been part of the eternal council before time and creation, Jesus knew better than anyone 
the Father’s ultimate intention to have a family of Christ-like sons. When the disciples asked Jesus 
“what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age,” if you observe His answer closely, 
you can see a subtle connection between this eternal purpose and God’s end-time agenda. For 
example, after listing the end-time signs to watch for—including deception through false teachers 
and false prophets, wars and rumors of wars, nations and kingdoms fighting against one another, 
famines, and earthquakes—Jesus said, “All these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs” 
(Matt. 24:8).  

b) It’s only logical to assume that birth pangs point to a birth, right? If so, then what birth did Jesus have 
in mind? Do the prophetic Scriptures foretell a birth that could shift us into the next age? After many 
years of study, I’m convinced that the end-time birth pangs are connected to the birth of the man-
child in Revelation 12. When Jesus alluded to birth pangs, He was undoubtedly looking ahead to 
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when a man-child would be born who would change this planet forever. With great anticipation, the 
eternal Son, in His answer to the disciples, planted a subtle reference pointing to God’s sons 
graduating from the school of sonship unto adoption, when they inherit the throne.  

c) The closer we get to the birth of God’s corporate son, the more intense the troubles and tribulations 
will be. As God’s corporate son matures, we can expect an increase in birth pangs, including an 
increase in natural disasters, wars and rumors of wars, deception, and spiritual warfare. Ultimately, 
when God’s corporate son is ready to be birthed, we will experience the most severe birth pangs in 
history.  

d) If Daniel’s Seventy-Week prophecy is the backbone of all end-time prophecy—and it is—then I’m 
convinced that Revelation 12 is the heart of all end-time prophecy (Dan. 9:24-27). Since Revelation 
12 is so critical to God’s eternal purpose and His end-time agenda, we need a brief, introductory 
understanding of this chapter before we continue looking at Phases 3-4 of the unfolding of God’s 
eternal purpose. Before we begin, please understand that this chapter is one of the most complex, 
confusing, and controversial portions of prophetic Scripture. This is why so many different 
interpretations of Revelation 12 exist. Though time doesn’t allow me to fully explain the differing 
points of view held by men and women of God who love and cherish the Scriptures, I have addressed 
this debate elsewhere.2 

e) Because there is so much in this prophecy and I have so little time to explain it, I thought hard about 
leaving it out of this class. But after prayerful consideration, I felt the need to include it, though my 
explanation will be brief. To keep it simple, I will list the two most prevalent views, state which view 
I hold to and why, and will then get to my main point. 

f) Revelation 12:1-5 states, 

A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her 
feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars; and she was with child; and she cried out, being 
in labor and in pain to give birth. Then another sign appeared in heaven: and behold, a great 
red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven diadems. And 
his tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon 
stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she gave birth he might 
devour her child. And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with 
a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne. 

g) The KJV translates “a son, a male child” as “a man child.” 

h) The two main views of Revelation 12:1-5 are: 

• #1 – The Historic View: The birth of the man-child is a historical description of Israel giving birth 
to Jesus Christ and then His ascension to the throne of God some thirty-three years later. 

• #2 – The Prophetic View: The birth of the man-child is a prophecy of the mature sons of God, the 
overcomers, birthed three-and-a-half years before Jesus returns. 

VI. Seven Weaknesses of the Historic View 

a) There are seven reasons why The Historical View has serious weaknesses. Below is a brief summary 
of these, but for a much more detailed explanation, you can visit my website.3  

1. John was commanded to write about the present and the future, not the past (Rev. 1:19).  

Nowhere in the book of Revelation was John commissioned to record a historical event. 
Therefore, it seems uncharacteristic of the book of Revelation to devote five verses to events that 
had already taken place between sixty to ninety years before John wrote this book. 
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2. It’s unlikely there’s a two-thousand-year gap between the birth of the man-child and the woman 
fleeing into the wilderness (Rev. 12:5-6). 

Though several Old Testament prophecies, in the very same breath, predicted the first and 
second coming of Jesus, both were future events to the prophets (Isa. 9:6-7; Isa. 11:1-4; Zech. 9:9-
10). For them, it’s as if they were looking forward through a telescope and the Lord’s first and 
second comings were indistinguishable. Scholars refer to this as “telescoping.” It’s like looking 
at a mountain range and viewing several peaks, one behind the other, but each sequentially 
higher than the one in front of it. To the person looking at this mountain range, it appears that 
the peaks are right next to each other, even though valleys separate them. Similarly, 
“telescoping” is when a prophet looks into the future and sees a series of prophetic events that 
appear to be in immediate sequence, when in reality, these events are separated by hundreds 
or even thousands of years. In Johns’ case, however, he would not be looking ahead to the birth 
and ascension of Christ. Instead, he would be looking back at events that took place between 
sixty to ninety years before his prophecy and he would be connecting it to an event at least two-
thousand years into the future. Rather than looking at this through a telescope, John would pull 
out a pair of binoculars, look back six to nine decades, and then pull out a telescope to look 
forward two-thousand years to supposedly connect these two prophetic events. I don’t know 
about you, but that sounds far-fetched to me. I can't think of another example in the Bible where 
such a prophetic declaration was made. This is a clear example why this view has serious 
weaknesses. 

3. If the woman is Israel, then why is she in heaven (Rev. 12:1)? 

The last time I checked a map, Israel is on the earth in the heart of the Middle East. But the woman 
who gives birth to the man-child is in heaven. How then can this heavenly woman be the nation 
of Israel giving birth to Jesus, the Messiah? 

4. Satan and his angels were not cast down from heavenly places after the ascension of Christ (Rev. 
12:7-9).  

Read Ephesians 6:12 and you’ll see very quickly that the powers of darkness were still ruling the 
heavenly airspace after the ascension of Christ to the throne. 

5. It would be unprecedented for Jesus to be referred to as teknon at the age of thirty-three.  

Revelation 12:5 says that “her child was caught up to God and to His throne.” The word for child 
is teknon. Jesus was referred to as a huios over 240 times in the New Testament. Once He was 
referred to as a teknon and that was when He was twelve (Luke 2:48). To be referred to as a 
teknon at the age of thirty-three, when He was a mature man, is highly unlikely. 

6. Since all seven heads of the dragon are crowned, the man-child can’t be Jesus.  

If you notice carefully, the dragon has “seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven 
diadems” (Rev. 12:3). These heads are interpreted later as seven satanic kingdoms (Rev. 17:9-11). 
Most prophecy experts agree that the six satanic kingdoms are: 1) Egypt; 2) Assyria; 3) Babylon; 
4) Media-Persia; 5) Greece; and 6) Rome. Though there is disagreement about the seventh 
kingdom, for the purpose of this discussion, it doesn't matter. What’s important for us is that all 
seven heads are crowned, indicating that all seven kingdoms have either had dominion or 
presently have dominion when the woman gives birth to the man-child. If the woman represents 
Israel and the man-child represents Jesus, then this event would have taken place during the 
Roman Empire and only six of the dragon's heads would have been crowned—not all seven.  

7. The context of the book of Revelation is a call for the church to overcome in order to inherit the 
throne and the rod of iron.  

This was the focus of Jesus’ seven messages in Revelation 2-3, and at the end of the book, the 
Father summarized this call in Revelation 21:7. Thus, the entire context of this book, as it pertains 
to the church, is a call for us to overcome so that we can inherit the throne and the rod of iron. 
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Reread Revelation 12:5 with this in mind: “And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to 
rule all the nations with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne.” It 
makes perfect sense for Revelation 12:5 to describe the overcoming sons of God birthed three-
and-a-half years before Jesus returns. 

b) Considering all of these points, I’m convinced that The Historical View is untenable. That’s why I 
believe that Revelation 12:1-5 describes the birth of God’s mature sons three-and-a-half years before 
Jesus returns. Though so much more could be said about this, let me move on. 

VII. An Overview of Revelation 12:1 – 14:5 

a) Having made the case why I believe Revelation 12:1-5 is a prophecy and not a retelling of history, it’s 
important to see that the birth of the man-child completes the first-fruits harvest of the mature sons 
of God. Put another way, Revelation 12:1-5 is the first-fruits of God’s eternal purpose fully realized at 
the end of the age. Again, time doesn’t permit me to go into detail, but let me quickly state why I 
believe this is true. If you would like more teaching on this subject, please refer to my website.4 

b) If you carefully read Revelation 12-14, you see that the birth of the man-child is a catalytic event that 
triggers events in heaven and earth. For example, immediately after the man-child is born, this 
corporate son is caught up to God and to His throne. Following this, the dragon and his angels are 
overpowered by God’s angels, they are cast to the earth, and then the antichrist receives authority 
over the nations for forty-two months. This leads to the persecution of both the woman and the 
church. What is often missed, however, is the connection between the birth of the man-child and 
Revelation 14:1-5. Since so much detail is listed after the birth of the man-child in Revelation 12:6-
13:18, many assume that Revelation 14:1-5 has shifted subjects. But after careful examination, it’s 
clear that Revelation 14:1-5 is an unveiling of the man-child with Jesus in heaven. This is summarized 
in the chart below. 
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VIII. Phase 3: The First-Fruits Harvest of Mature Sons Completed 

a) Now that we understand the parable of the wheat and the tares, that the man-child mentioned in 
Revelation 12:5 is a prophecy of God’s mature sons birthed three-and-a-half years before Jesus 
returns, and that Revelation 14:1-5 is connected to Revelation 12:1-5, let’s resume our discussion of 
the six phases of God’s eternal purpose fulfilled at the end of the age. Namely, let’s talk about Phase 
3—the first-fruits harvest of mature sons completed. 

b) To begin, take a moment and read Revelation 12:5 in conjunction with Revelation 14:1-5. 

And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron; and 
her child was caught up to God and to His throne....Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was 
standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His 
name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads. And I heard a voice from 
heaven, like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice 
which I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps. And they sang a new 
song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders; and no one could 
learn the song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had been purchased 
from the earth. These are the ones who have not been defiled with women, for they have 
kept themselves chaste. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These 
have been purchased from among men as first fruits to God and to the Lamb. And no lie was 
found in their mouth; they are blameless. 

c) I contrast the two main views of Revelation 14:1-5 on my website.5 But to keep it simple, don’t let 
the symbolic number of 144,000 distract you from the main point of this passage, which is the first-
fruits harvest of God’s inheritance three-and-a-half years before Jesus returns. This is clearly 
communicated in Revelation 14:4, which states, “These have been purchased from among men as 
first fruits to God and to the Lamb.” The number 144,000 symbolizes a remnant, underscoring the 
main point of the first-fruits harvest of God’s inheritance. This number is not to be taken literally, as 
if God is a bean counter limiting His mature sons to the exact number of 144,000. Just as no sane 
interpreter of the book of Revelation believes that Jesus is a literal Lamb, we should not interpret 
the number 144,000 at face value. When you look at the number 144,000, you see 12 x 12 x 1,000. 
Twelve is clearly the number of government as there were twelve tribes of Israel and twelve apostles 
of the Lamb. In addition, Jesus will reign over the earth after His second coming for one-thousand 
years (Rev. 20:6). Putting all of this together, the number 144,000 points to the fullness of Christ’s 
government, through a remnant, during the one-thousand-year reign of Christ on the earth. 

d) With this in mind, Revelation 14:1-5 fits perfectly with Jesus’ parable of the wheat and the tares, for 
any farmer knows that a first-fruits harvest comes before the final and ultimate ingathering. In the 
parable of the wheat and the tares, if you notice carefully, Jesus revealed that there would be a first-
fruits harvest when He said, “But when the wheat sprouted and bore grain, then the tares became 
evident also” (Matt. 13:26). If you take the time to read the whole parable, it becomes obvious that 
Jesus just described the first-fruits harvest of the mature sons of God. Why do I say that? Because 
three verses later, when the workers wanted to gather up the tares that had sprouted, Jesus stopped 
them and said, “No; for while you are gathering up the tares, you may uproot the wheat with them. 
Allow both to grow together until the harvest” (Matt. 13:29-30). Notice that both wheat and tares 
had already sprouted, but this was not the final and ultimate ingathering. According to Jesus, the 
harvest was yet to come. This confirms both the first-fruits harvest of mature sons and the final and 
ultimate ingathering of mature sons. 

e) In summary, the first-fruits harvest has been ongoing throughout history as a remnant have 
overcome and ripened into an exact representation of Christ before the majority. When the man-
child of Revelation 12:5 is birthed three-and-a-half years before Jesus returns, this will complete the 
first-fruits harvest of God’s mature sons. As Revelation 14:4 reveals, the overcomers throughout 
history plus the man-child of Revelation 12:5 are described as “first fruits to God and to the Lamb.” 
Whether we refer to this company as God’s mature sons, the overcomers, the corporate son, or the 
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prepared bride, we are describing the first-fruits fulfillment of God’s eternal purpose to have an 
inheritance in the saints—for the Father to have a family of Christ-like sons and the Son to have a 
worthy bride. These are not an elite set of super Christians as some believe. Instead, these are the 
ones who have ripened first and have been conformed into an exact representation of Christ before 
the majority.  

f) In addition, as the first-fruits of the end-time harvest, this group also reveals what the final and 
ultimate ingathering will look like. With this in mind, if we take what Jesus exhorted us to overcome 
in Revelation 2-3 and the description of the overcomers in Revelation 12:11 and Revelation 14:1-5, 
here is what the end-time harvest will look like. God’s mature, Christ-like sons will be characterized 
by: 

• First love for Jesus—a love so deep that they love Him even more than they love themselves 
(Rev. 2:4-5; 12:11); 

• Faithfulness to the Lamb that transforms them into living martyrs who are willing to die for 
their faith (Rev. 2:10); 

• A love for the truth that is so consuming that all of their heart will be in full agreement with 
the Word, removing all forms of compromise (Rev. 2:14-15); 

• An intolerance for the ways and works of Jezebel in their sphere of authority (Rev. 2:20); 

• A deep and driving hunger for God that overpowers apathy, complacency, indifference, and 
carelessness (Rev. 3:1-2); 

• A disciplined lifestyle that helps them maintain their victory until the end (Rev. 3:11); 

• A fiery passion for Jesus that consumes self-satisfaction (Rev. 3:16-19); 

• A crucified self-life whose heart and soul is fully possessed by the Spirit of God (Rev. 12:11); 

• Christ-like humility, meekness, self-sacrifice, obedience, and love that overcomes the nature 
of the proud, independent, rebellious, self-serving, and accusatory nature of the dragon 
(Rev. 12:11); 

• Sexual purity in their heart, soul, and body (Rev. 14:4); 

• Absolute obedience to the Holy Spirit that leads to following the Lamb wherever He goes 
(Rev. 14:4); 

• Lips that only speak the truth, whose yes is yes and whose no is no (Rev. 14:5); 

• Holiness and blamelessness (Rev. 14:5). 

g) Before moving on, notice that in Revelation 12:5 and Revelation 14:1-5, God’s mature sons begin to 
share in the eternal inheritance of Jesus Christ. For example, these overcomers are branded with the 
Father and the Son’s name on their forehead, revealing that they are God’s inheritance and will thus 
inherit eternal intimacy (Rev. 14:1). In addition, it says the man-child will rule the nations with a rod 
of iron, which as we saw in the previous session, is eternal authority (Rev. 12:5). And finally, the 
corporate son also inherits eternal glory, for we see God’s inheritance ministering to both God and 
the Lamb in the holy of holies, singing exclusive songs of intimacy that no one else can learn (Rev. 
14:2-3). 

IX. Phase 4: The Final Ingathering of Mature Sons 

a) After the birth of the man-child (Rev. 12:1-5), the casting down of the dragon and his angels to earth 
(Rev. 12:7-13), and the first-fruits harvest of overcomers worshiping before the throne (Rev. 14:1-5), 
we see six prophetic declarations that give us insight into the last three-and-a-half years of the age. 
In this class, we are only concerned with the fifth declaration, which states, “Then I looked, and 
behold, a white cloud, and sitting on the cloud was one like a son of man, having a golden crown on 
His head and a sharp sickle in His hand. And another angel came out of the temple, crying out with 
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a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, ‘Put in your sickle and reap, for the hour to reap has come, 
because the harvest of the earth is ripe’” (Rev. 14:14-15). 

b) Notice that “the harvest of the earth is ripe” at the beginning of the Great Tribulation, three-and-a-
half years before Jesus returns.6 

c) Because we have a foundational understanding of the first-fruits harvest, by default, we also have 
insight into the final and ultimate ingathering of God’s mature sons. Therefore, the descriptions that 
we just saw of God’s first-fruits harvest of overcoming sons from Revelation 2-3, Revelation 12:11, 
and Revelation 14:1-5 also describe the final ingathering of God’s mature sons. That means, when 
the last three-and-a-half years of the age are almost complete, as the harvest of the earth is close to 
being fully reaped, we will see the greatest number of overcomers in history emerging out of the 
Great Tribulation.  

d) Revelation 15:2-4 confirms this, stating: 

And I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who had been victorious 
over [nikaō – the Greek word meaning overcame] the beast and his image and the number 
of his name, standing on the sea of glass, holding harps of God. And they sang the song of 
Moses, the bond-servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, “Great and marvelous 
are Your works, O Lord God, the Almighty; righteous and true are Your ways, King of the 
nations! Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy; for ALL 
THE NATIONS WILL COME AND WORSHIP BEFORE YOU, FOR YOUR RIGHTEOUS ACTS HAVE 
BEEN REVEALED” (emphasis mine). 

e) The phrase “those who had been victorious” is the Greek word nikaō, which is normally translated 
overcome in the book of Revelation. So, this passage reveals that the Great Tribulation overcomers, 
who refuse to bow their knee to the antichrist, will overcome him through death. In essence, they 
will overcome by being overcome (Rev. 13:7). 

f) Knowing that we will see the greatest number of God’s mature sons in history emerging out of the 
Great Tribulation, it is likely that the Lord will use the antichrist and his regime as a child trainer for 
God’s heirs. Through persecution, plunder, torture, imprisonment, and martyrdom, the antichrist 
and his evil regime will prepare God’s sons for the throne in the years leading to Jesus’ return. The 
Father, in His infinite wisdom, will take what this evil despot intends for harm and use it for our good 
and His glory. The brutal regime of the antichrist will prepare the greatest number of God’s sons for 
the throne in history. The Father will use the most evil man this world has ever known, fully 
possessed by the dragon, to fulfill His eternal purpose for Christ-like sons who will rule the nations 
with a rod of iron. Daniel confirms this when he said, “Those who have insight among the people 
will...fall by sword and by flame, by captivity and by plunder for many days....in order to refine, purge 
and make them pure until the end time” (Dan. 11:33-35). 

g) On a lighter note, it is also interesting that the overcomers mentioned in Revelation 15:2-4 are 
“holding harps of God” and are worshiping before the throne. This is strikingly similar to the first-
fruits harvest of overcomers in Revelation 14:1-5, who also have harps and are worshiping before 
the throne. This underscores the truth that the first-fruits harvest also reveals the final and ultimate 
ingathering of God’s mature sons. 

X. Phase 5: The Corporate Adoption 

a) After the first-fruits harvest and the final ingathering have been reaped—when the Holy Spirit’s child 
training work is complete and we have become “a mature man” corporately—then we will be placed 
into Christ’s inheritance at His second coming (Eph. 4:13; Rev. 20:4-6).  

b) Whereas the initial act of adoption is individual, the final result of our adoption is corporate. That is, 
all who have “suffered” with Christ under the child training of the Holy Spirit will be placed as a 
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corporate son into Christ’s inheritance (Rom. 8:17). The final phase of our adoption as sons will be 
experienced together.  

c) Paul said, “Having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting 
eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body” (Rom. 8:23). Paul made it clear that 
our adoption is not finalized until “the redemption of our body,” which takes place at the first 
resurrection when Jesus returns (Rev. 20:4-6).  

d) Knowing that the final result of our adoption is corporate, when all of God’s sons are placed together 
into Christ’s inheritance at the resurrection of the dead, read Revelation 20:4-6 from this perspective: 

Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the 
souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of 
the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not 
received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they came to life and reigned 
with Christ for a thousand years. The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand 
years were completed. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who has a 
part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be 
priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years (Rev. 20:4-6). 

e) Carefully reading through this passage, you see three groups of overcomers. First, John said, “I saw 
thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them.” From the message to the church 
of Laodicea, where Jesus offered the overcomers the right to sit on His throne, we know that this 
group represents the overcoming sons of God throughout history (Rev. 3:21). Second, John said, 
“And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and 
because of the word of God.” This group of overcomers are the martyrs throughout history who 
were faithful until death, just like many of the believers in the church of Smyrna (Rev. 2:10). Third, 
John said, “And those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark 
on their forehead and on their hand.” This group of overcomers are the Great Tribulation saints who 
overcome by resisting the antichrist (Rev. 13:7; 15:2).  

f) In short, we see the overcoming sons of God throughout history, the faithful martyrs throughout 
history, and the Great Tribulation overcomers who resisted the antichrist. Together, these comprise 
the corporate son, the mature man, who are raised from the dead at the first resurrection and are 
placed into Christ’s inheritance as God’s adopted son just prior to the second coming.  

g) From Session 8, recall that God’s adopted son will inherit eternal intimacy, eternal authority, and 
eternal glory. Here, in Revelation 20:4-6, at the first resurrection, we see God’s adopted son inherit 
eternal intimacy and eternal glory by the phrase “they will be priests of God and of Christ.” We also 
see God’s adopted son inherit eternal authority by the phrase they “will reign with Him for a 
thousand years.”  

h) Having graduated from the school of sonship unto adoption, God’s corporate son will inherit eternal 
intimacy, eternal authority, and eternal glory together, just prior to Christ’s second coming. 

XI. Phase 6: God’s Sons Revealed to Creation 

a) If we could quiet ourselves for a moment and listen to creation, we could sense a longing, a yearning, 
an eager expectation. The birds, insects, trees, rain, wind, ocean, and the entire animal kingdom 
perceive that something is brewing. History and prophecy are converging. All creation can sense it. 
The spirit realm is stirring with activity, for the greatest move of God in history is breaking into the 
natural realm with unrelenting force. What the prophets foretold is at our doorstep. The blueprint 
that God crafted in eternity past is alive and swirling with energy, pushing and driving toward 
fulfillment. The Father will have a corporate son who is conformed into the image of Christ and 
nothing can stop Him. Fallen man can’t hinder Him. Principalities and powers don’t stand a chance. 
God laughs in derision at the world’s elite who plot against Him.  
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b) God’s ultimate intention for this age is about to be fulfilled. The birth pangs can be felt. A woman is 
pregnant with a man-child. Soon, she will give birth to a mature son who will sit upon the throne 
and rule the nations with a rod of iron, for God’s sons are on the verge of graduating from the school 
of sonship unto adoption. Destined for the throne, God’s children are being trained to reign. As the 
Holy Spirit’s child-training work nears completion, a mature man is coming forth, soon to be placed 
into Christ’s inheritance, soon to experience eternal intimacy, eternal authority, and eternal glory. 

c) Paul said, “For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons [huios] 
of God” (Rom. 8:19, emphasis mine). The hidden work that God is doing, as He matures His teknon 
into huios in obscurity and seclusion, is about to be unveiled to the world. All creation is on pins and 
needles—anxious, edgy, restless—to see “the revealing of the [mature] sons of God.” What the Spirit 
has been doing in secret is about to be unveiled to the entire world. The nations will be astonished 
as they behold the mature man, the corporate son, placed into Christ’s inheritance for all to see. 

d) Get the picture. The nations at the end of the age are reeling. The antichrist has decimated much of 
the planet. Natural disasters have wreaked havoc upon the earth. People are in despair. They are 
hopeless, terrified, and bewildered. Much of the world has bowed their knee to the dragon and his 
man, the antichrist. Yet there are resistors, neither born of the Spirit nor worshipers of the dragon, 
who see the evil beast system and refuse to bow. Israel is suffering terribly under the brutal regime 
of the lawless one. The earth’s inhabitants are drunk with delusion. In the darkest moment, light 
breaks in from heaven. Christ returns on a white horse and following Him are heavens’ armies. Not 
just angels. But the bride dressed in white—the overcoming sons of God who’ve been resurrected 
and adopted as God’s mature sons, placed into Christ’s inheritance.  

e) John described it like this: “And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on 
it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war....And the armies which 
are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses” (Rev. 19:11, 
14). Christ the head (Jesus) and Christ the body (the mature sons of God) return together to wage 
war against the antichrist and his ruthless regime. John continues, “These will wage war against the 
Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those 
who are with Him are the called and chosen and faithful” (Rev. 17:14). The “called and chosen and 
faithful” who are with Jesus are His wife, the corporate son whose been placed into His inheritance. 
With irresistible force, this army, under Jesus the commander-in-chief, crushes the antichrist and his 
evil regime. Paul described this time as “the glorious appearing” (Titus 2:13).  

f) Creation is longing and yearning for this glorious appearing, groaning with eager expectation for 
God’s mature sons to be taken out of obscurity, solitude, and hiddenness and revealed for all to see. 
Why? Because together with Jesus, they will release the earth from the curse, restore creation to an 
Edenic state, and release harmony within the animal kingdom (Isa. 51:3; Isa. 11:6-9). They will deliver 
Israel from annihilation and make Jerusalem the praise of the earth (Zech. 14:1-9; Isa. 62:6-7). They 
will break all rebellion. Enforce God’s Word in the nations. And release justice to the oppressed and 
disadvantaged. God’s sons, resurrected and radiating with God’s glory, will be dispatched 
throughout the nations with a rod of iron (Luke 19:17-19; Rev. 2:26-27). With uncontested force, they 
will rule cities and nations as God’s government increases throughout the earth, until even the 
distant coastlands bow to King Jesus (Isa. 9:7; Isa. 42:4). As a result, the nations will resort to the root 
of Jesse, Jesus Christ, the Messiah of Israel (Isa. 11:10). They will flock to Jerusalem to worship Him, 
seek His wisdom, and entreat Him for favor (Isa. 2:2-4).  

g) The glory of God will cover the earth like the waters cover the sea as God’s eternal purpose for the 
Church Age and the Kingdom Age is fulfilled (Isa. 11:9; Hab. 2:14). What started as a plan in the 
eternal council of the Godhead before time and creation will be fully realized. The Father will have a 
family of Christ-like sons who have inherited the throne. The eternal Son will have an equally-yoked 
wife who partners with Him to rule the nations. The Holy Spirit will have a temple, a body, and a 
house that He fully possesses. And all things in heaven and earth will come under the headship of 
the Son. The only name mentioned throughout the earth will be Jesus Christ (Zech. 14:9). 
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h) I can’t wait for the day when God’s sons are revealed to creation. It will be glorious beyond words! 
This is what I live for. This is why I was created and have breath in my lungs. It’s also the reason why 
you were created. God the Father saw you in His eternal council, chose you, destined you for the 
throne, sought you out, placed you into His family, is presently training you for reigning, and if you 
remain under the Holy Spirit’s child-training rod of discipline, will finalize your adoption when He 
places His corporate son into Christ’s eternal inheritance at the end of the age. What an amazing 
plan! If this doesn’t get you excited, you need to make sure you still have a pulse. Wow! God is so 
good and His plan is absolutely stunning. 

 

1 Right after the birth of the man-child, Revelation 12:6 states that the woman fled into the wilderness for 1,260 days. This is equivalent to three-and-
a-half years. Putting this together with Daniel’s 70 Weeks (Dan. 9:24-27), this is clearly the last half of the week, or the last three-and-a-half years 
before Jesus returns. This corresponds to the time when the antichrist breaks his peace covenant with Israel and receives authority over the nations 
for forty-two months or three-and-a-half years (Rev. 13:5). 
2 See http://www.theovercomersclass.com, Session 12: The Birth of the Man Child, referenced on 9/12/2017. 
3 Ibid. 
4 Ibid. 
5 See http://www.theovercomersclass.com, Session 10: The Priestly Bride, referenced on 9/12/2017. 
6 Knowing that the birth of the man-child is three-and-a-half years before the return of Christ (see footnote 1) and that Revelation 14:1-5 follows the 
birth of the man-child, then this prophetic declaration is at the beginning of the Great Tribulation, three-and-a-half years before Christ returns. 

                                                           


