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I. Our Inheritance in Christ 

a) As God’s adopted sons, we live in the tension of the already but not yet. We have already been placed 
into God’s family as a son. We have already been placed into Abraham’s inheritance as a legal heir 
and have received the indwelling Spirit (Gal. 3:14,29; 4:1-7). But our adoption still remains to be 
finalized. As Paul voiced, “We ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body” (Rom. 8:23). 
There is a groan within true believers for our adoption to be completed—for us to receive our 
resurrected, glorified bodies and to be placed as a mature son into Christ’s inheritance.  

b) Paul expressed this tension between the already but not yet in Ephesians 1, his grand manifesto of 
God’s eternal purpose. Paul revealed that we have already received an inheritance but it’s only a 
down payment for the future. He said, “We have obtained an inheritance” and we “were sealed in 
Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance” (Eph. 1:11, 13-14).  

c) The initial act of adoption into God’s family made us Abraham’s heir and a partaker of the Holy Spirit. 
Yet as Paul stated, the final result of our adoption is future, for which we wait with intense longing 
and groaning. As “fellow heirs with Christ,” we are in the school of sonship unto adoption, being 
trained by the Holy Spirit for our future son placement into Christ’s inheritance. 

d) In the council of the Godhead in eternity past, the Father determined that humanity would be 
coheirs with His Son. Before one act of creation, God the Father destined mankind for an 
unfathomable inheritance with His beloved Son. Paul said, since we are God’s teknon by new birth, 
then we are also “heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:17).  

e) The Greek word for “fellow heirs” means a “co-heir,” a “participant in common,” a “joint-heir,” and a 
“co-inheritor.”1 In other words, as God’s teknon by new birth, we are destined to inherit with Jesus 
Christ. But what does that mean? What does God intend for us to inherit? What exactly is our 
inheritance in Jesus Christ? What is our eternal destiny as God’s adopted sons? This session will 
answer all of these questions as we look in detail at our eternal inheritance as coheirs with Christ.  

II. The First-Born Son’s Inheritance 

a) In order to understand our inheritance in Christ, we first need insight into primogeniture. Though 
most in the Western culture are unfamiliar with this term, primogeniture was deeply embedded in 
the culture of the ancient world, especially when the Old and New Testament were written. 

b) Primogeniture is the exclusive rights of inheritance that belong to the firstborn son. These rights 
included a position of authority in the family (Gen. 25:23), being set apart as priest of the family (Ex. 
13:2), and receiving the double portion of the father's estate (Deut. 21:17). 

c) In the most ancient genealogies, a clear distinction was made between the firstborn son and the 
younger sons (Genesis 10:15; 22:21; 25:13; 35:23; 36:15). The firstborn son received special blessings 
(Gen. 27:19), special privileges (Gen 29:26), and special recognition (Gen. 22:21). 

d) Though the rights of primogeniture were normally given to the oldest son, Scripture contains at 
least three exceptions to this rule: 1) The oldest son could forfeit his firstborn privileges due to 
improper behavior (Esau and Reuben); 2) A father (or grandfather) could reassign the firstborn 
privileges to a younger son (Jacob and Ephraim); and 3) God Himself could appoint a younger son 
to have firstborn privileges (Isaac, Joseph, and David). Let's look at a few biblical examples of 
primogeniture to solidify this concept. 

e) Esau and Jacob 

• Esau, as the firstborn son, was in line to receive the inheritance of his father Isaac. But instead, 
Esau sold his birthright to Jacob for a pot of stew. As a result, Isaac made Jacob the ruler over 
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Esau, he gave Jacob all of his servants, and he blessed him with grain and new wine (Gen. 27:37). 
Even though Esau was still Isaac's son, his status as firstborn son was lost forever. Though Isaac 
still blessed Esau, it was incomparable to the blessing of the firstborn.  

• The American Standard Version of the Bible does an excellent job translating what happened 
between Isaac and Esau, stating, “For ye know that even when he afterward desired to inherit 
the blessing, he was rejected; for he found no place for a change of mind in his father, though 
he sought it diligently with tears” (Heb. 12:17). After Jacob had been blessed as the firstborn of 
the family, there was nothing that Isaac could do. The birthright had forever been bequeathed 
to Jacob. Esau had lost it forever! 

f) Reuben and his brothers 

• Reuben, the firstborn son of Jacob, was destined to the rights of primogeniture. Yet because he 
committed fornication with his father's concubine, Reuben squandered his birthright. Years 
later, when Jacob blessed his sons, he said to Reuben, “You are my firstborn; my might and the 
beginning of my strength, preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power. Uncontrolled as 
water, you shall not have preeminence, because you went up to your father's bed; then you 
defiled it” (Gen. 49:3-4).  

• Though destined for the firstborn son’s inheritance, Reuben lost it forever because of sexual sin. 
Consequently, like Jacob declared, the tribe of Reuben never had “preeminence” or “excel[ed]” 
as no judge, king, priest, or prophet ever came from the tribe of Reuben (Gen. 49:4, NASB and 
NKJV). Though Reuben remained the son of Jacob, he forfeited the fullest measure of blessing 
that he was destined to receive as the firstborn son.  

• Reuben's right to rule, to be priest of the family, and to have a double portion was distributed 
among three of his brothers. As a result, Judah became the kingly tribe, Levi became the priestly 
tribe, and Joseph became the tribe who received the double portion through Joseph’s two sons, 
Ephraim and Manasseh (1 Chronicles 5:1-2).  

g) Ephraim and Manasseh 

• When Jacob distributed Reuben’s forfeited birthright among his sons, he gave the double 
portion blessing to Joseph’s two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. Even though Manasseh was 
Joseph’s firstborn son and in line to receive the greatest inheritance, Jacob decided to give it to 
Ephraim.  

• When Joseph observed his father bequeathing the birthright to Ephraim, he protested and said, 
“Not so, my father, for this one [Manasseh] is the firstborn. Place your right hand on his head” 
(Gen. 49:18). Jacob refused and “put Ephraim before Manasseh,” giving him the greater portion 
of the firstborn’s inheritance (Gen. 48:20). Though Manasseh would still “become a people” and 
“be great,” Jacob declared that Ephraim would be “greater” and that “his descendants shall 
become a multitude of nations” (Gen. 49:19). 

• Hundreds of years later, when the Lord prophesied the end-time return of the Jews back to Israel 
through Jeremiah, God remembered Ephraim’s status as firstborn son and declared, “I am a 
father to Israel, and Ephraim is My firstborn” (Jer. 31:9). 

III. Jesus Is the Firstborn Son and Heir of All Things 

a) The book of Hebrews reveals that Jesus Christ is the “firstborn” Son of God who is the “heir of all 
things” (Heb. 1:2, 6). Referring to Jesus as the “firstborn” does not deny His deity, as some have 
claimed throughout church history. Rather, this statement reveals that the Man Christ Jesus will 
receive the fullest measure of inheritance, just as firstborn sons received in biblical times. 



Session 8: Coheirs with Christ                                                                    God’s Eternal Purpose 
 

 

Lifeschool International | www.LifeschoolInternational.org  Page 3 
 

b) After declaring that the Man Christ Jesus is the firstborn Son and heir of all things, the author of 
Hebrews briefly referred to several Messianic prophecies (Heb. 1:5; 8-9; 13). His goal was to reveal 
that Jesus, as the Messiah of Israel, will inherit all of these promises. Because the primary audience 
of Hebrews was Jewish and knew the Messianic Scriptures intimately, the author raced through 
these references to his make his next point. However, don't miss what the Spirit of God wants to 
communicate here just because the author was brief. Through these Messianic references, the Holy 
Spirit wants us to know that Jesus is the fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant and that He will fulfill 
the Messianic prophecies of Psalm 2, Psalm 45, and Psalm 110.  

c) As the heir of the Davidic Covenant, Jesus will sit on the throne of David and reign over the house of 
Jacob forever (Heb. 1:5; 2 Sam. 7:14; Luke 1:31-33; Isa. 9:7). From David’s throne in Jerusalem, Jesus 
will rule the nations for one-thousand years during the Kingdom Age (Jer. 3:17; Zech. 14:9; Rev. 20:4). 

d) As heir of the promises of Psalm 2, Jesus will inherit the ends of the earth as His possession, rule over 
the nations with a rod iron enforcing God's Word, and He will shatter the rebellious in His wrath (Heb. 
1:5; Ps. 2:7-12). 

e) As heir of the promises of Psalm 45, Jesus will return to the earth with vengeance, wage war against 
God’s enemies with force, sit enthroned in Jerusalem, rule the nations with His scepter of 
righteousness, and be married to His redeemed people who have made themselves ready (Heb. 1:8-
9; Psalm 45:6-7). 

f) As heir of the promises of Psalm 110, Jesus will be a priest-king after the order of Melchizedek, which 
simply means that He will merge the two offices of priest and king into one and will rule the nations 
from the holy of holies (Heb. 1:13; Ps. 110; Zech. 6:13). 

g) When these Messianic prophecies are fulfilled, God’s eternal purpose to sum up everything in His 
Son will begin to be realized (Eph. 1:10). 

h) Looking at Christ’s inheritance in Hebrews and Psalms, it’s clear that these promises are focused 
upon God’s eternal purpose for the Kingdom Age, when Jesus will rule the nations from Jerusalem 
for one-thousand years (Rev. 20:4). However, these promises also foretell Christ’s inheritance for 
future ages. As Isaiah said, there will be no end to the increase of His government (Isa. 9:7). That 
means when the Kingdom Age is complete, Christ’s authority will continue to increase into the 
vastness of creation for the ages of ages. Therefore, what we see in Hebrews and Psalms reveals 
Christ’s eternal inheritance applied in the context of one specific age—the Kingdom Age. But it also 
reveals Christ’s eternal inheritance into the ages of ages. 

i) To recap, Hebrews and Psalms reveal that Jesus’ eternal inheritance, applied in the specific context 
of the Kingdom Age, is to be King of the earth, to have authority over the nations, to possess the 
nations as His inheritance, to rule the nations with His scepter of righteousness, to be the priest-king 
who rules from the holy of holies, and to marry His redeemed people who have made themselves 
ready. As we are about to see, this is not only Christ’s inheritance; it is also our inheritance as God’s 
adopted sons. 

IV. The Church of the Firstborn 

a) Right after the author Hebrews described Jesus as the firstborn son, the heir of all things, and 
detailed His Messianic inheritance, he said that believers “will inherit salvation” (Heb. 1:14). Salvation 
is not just something that we possess in our spirit and is being worked out into our soul; salvation is 
something that we will inherit. Based upon the context, this surely relates to our calling as “heirs of 
God and fellow heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:17). 

b) A few chapters later, the author of Hebrews said that we are “partakers of a heavenly calling” and 
have become “partakers of Christ” (Heb. 3:1,14). Based upon the emphasis of Christ's inheritance in 
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the book of Hebrews, I believe a better translation is “partakers with Christ.” In fact, the New Living 
Translation communicates this idea, stating, “We will share in all that belongs to Christ.” 

c) The Greek word for “partakers” means “sharing in, partaking of, a partner, participant, a sharer, by 
implication, an associate.”2 Clearly, this relates to our calling to share in the inheritance of Christ as 
“firstborn” sons (Heb. 12:23). 

d) When our adoption as sons is finalized at the second coming of Christ, those who submitted fully to 
the child-training of the Holy Spirit will be given a firstborn son status, allowing us to partake of the 
full eternal inheritance of Jesus Christ, the firstborn Son and heir of all things. With this in mind, it’s 
noteworthy that the book of Hebrews refers to the body of Christ as the “church of the firstborn,” 
underscoring our call to share in the inheritance of Jesus Christ as firstborn sons (Heb. 12:23). 

e) The book of Revelation also emphasizes this concept. For example, the Father says, “He who 
overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son [huios]” (Rev. 21:7). 
As God’s teknon, we are destined to be coheirs with Christ and to “inherit these things.” Yet for the 
moment, we are being groomed by the Holy Spirit, the child trainer who is preparing us for the 
throne. If we remain under His governmental hand, allowing Him to fully prepare us for placement 
into Christ’s eternal inheritance, then, in the Father’s own words, “[we] will be [His] son”—we will be 
His huios. We will be the overcomers who “will inherit these things.”  

f) Summarizing Revelation 21:7, overcoming relates to graduation from the school of sonship unto 
adoption. Becoming God’s huios is when our adoption as sons is finalized—when we are given a 
firstborn son status and placed as a legal heir into Christ’s eternal inheritance. And the eternal 
rewards described in Revelation 2-3 is the inheritance reserved for the overcomers who are given 
the status of a firstborn son. 

V. A Summary of Our Eternal Inheritance 

a) To keep it simple, our inheritance listed in Revelation 2-3 can be categorized into: 

1. Eternal intimacy; 
2. Eternal authority; 
3. Eternal glory.  

b) Before we go into the details of these eternal rewards, let me make an important point. It’s clear 
when reading Revelation 2-3 that the rewards are only given to the overcomers. What’s not as clear, 
however, is whether all believers are overcomers or only the believers who overcome what Jesus 
said in Revelation 2-3, such as losing your first love, false teachings, Jezebel, indifference, and 
lukewarmness, just to name a few. Esteemed, honorable, God-fearing, and Christ-loving men and 
women of God have held both points of view throughout church history. So taking the time to 
carefully consider both points of view is critical. However, it would be too time-consuming in this 
session to properly consider both sides of this argument and resolve the tension between many key 
verses. Therefore, this debate is out of scope for this class, though we do go into great detail about 
the various arguments in our class The Overcomers.3 

c) With this in mind, for the sake of simplicity and readability, when I describe the eternal intimacy, 
eternal authority, and eternal glory that we are destined to inherit as God’s adopted sons, I made a 
decision to use “we” and “us” rather than using the term “overcomers,” even though it’s only the 
overcomers who will receive this inheritance. I also use the term “destined,” not to imply that our 
inheritance is automatic and guaranteed, but to stress God’s ultimate intention for each of us. My 
overall goal in this session is to clearly describe God’s eternal purpose for every born-again believer. 
It’s not to debate whether or not every born-again believer is guaranteed to receive this inheritance.  

d) As we consider the various promises made to the overcomers in Revelation 2-3, realize that these 
are more than rewards given to the faithful. Though true, there’s something deeper that we need to 
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understand. What Jesus offers the overcomers are God’s original intention, decreed in the eternal 
council of the Godhead before one act of creation. God’s eternal purpose has always been to give 
His adopted sons the eternal intimacy, eternal authority, and eternal glory that Jesus detailed in His 
messages to the seven churches of Asia Minor. Seeing from this perspective changes the way we 
view these promises. More than a reward for faithfulness, more than a badge given to an elite set of 
super Christians, these promises have always been God’s intention for His adopted, Christ-like sons.  

e) As we examine the indescribable promises in Revelation 2-3, realize that these are God’s predestined 
plan for you and me. These promises are Jesus’ loving and passionate invitation to us into God’s 
eternal purpose, which the Godhead determined in the eternal council before time and creation. 
These incredible promises describe the inheritance reserved for God’s huios, for those who have 
graduated from the school of sonship unto adoption. As we read through these promises, let this 
truth awaken in your heart and soul: You have been destined for eternal intimacy, eternal authority, 
and eternal glory. 

VI. #1: Eternal Intimacy 

a) Eat from the tree of life 

• God’s ultimate intention is for us to eat from the tree of life for all eternity. Jesus said, “To him 
who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God” (Rev. 2:7).  

• Partaking of the tree of life, which contains the indestructible life of the Son, will release the 
fullness of Christ’s life into our spirit, soul, and glorified body. Throughout eternity, as we partake 
of this tree, we will forever be increasing in the infinite life of Christ. As a result, we will have the 
capacity to enjoy Jesus in His glory at the deepest level of intimacy and love for the eternal ages. 

• Here’s why I believe the tree of life gives us the capacity to love Jesus at the deepest level of 
intimacy and love. We know from personal experience that the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil imparted a deep selfishness into the DNA of our soul and made us profound lovers of 
self. It seems reasonable, therefore, that the tree of life would have a similar but opposite effect. 
That is, eating from the tree of life will likely impart the Father’s love for Jesus into us, just as 
Jesus prayed in John 17:26, “That the love with which You loved Me may be in them.”  

• This also makes sense considering the context of Jesus’ message to the Ephesians, where He 
exhorted them to return to their first love (Rev. 2:4-5). If we make loving Jesus our first priority in 
life, then it appears that God will take our weak love and multiply it exponentially in the ages to 
come, giving us the capacity and the ability to fully enjoy Jesus at the deepest level of love. 

• God’s love flows out of His life and eating from the tree of life in heaven will not only release 
Christ’s life within us fully, it will also impart the Father’s love for His Son into our heart and soul 
at the deepest level possible, giving us the power to love Jesus like the Father. It’s very likely that 
the tree of life will awaken emotions in us that bring us into full union with God’s heart, giving 
us the capacity to experience God’s deepest pleasures continually without being overwhelmed 
by the intensity. This will transform us into true worshipers whose main desire is to simply 
worship Jesus in the fullness of His glory for all eternity.  

b) Hidden manna 

• God’s ultimate intention is for us to dwell in the holy of holies for all eternity and to feast upon 
deep revelation that comes out of intimacy with the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Jesus 
said, “To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna” (Rev. 2:17). 

• The “hidden manna” likely refers to the manna that was put into the golden pot in the ark of the 
covenant and remained perpetually in the holy of holies in the tabernacle and the temple. Only 
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the high priest could see this hidden manna once a year on the Day of Atonement. In addition, 
the “hidden manna” undoubtedly refers to Jesus Himself, who is the true bread or manna from 
heaven, who sustains His people by His words (John 6:48-51; Matt. 4:4). 

• Eating the hidden manna, therefore, is a metaphor to describe our eternal intimacy with the 
Godhead in the holy of holies. We are destined to dwell in the holy of holies in the ages to come, 
where we will be granted immediate and permanent access to Jesus, have deep intimacy with 
Him, and feast upon His words forever. Eating the hidden manna alludes to the rich fellowship 
that we will enjoy forever with God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit in the 
fullness of glory. 

• Our fallen minds can’t fathom the utterly inconceivable depths of intimacy that God invites us 
to enjoy throughout eternity. The spiritual ecstasy that we will experience as we communicate 
with Him at the deepest levels of love. The intrigue, enthrallment, and captivation that we will 
feel as He speaks to us and reveals His personality in ways we had never known. The ravishing 
and exquisite pleasures that will overcome our emotions as His love washes over us, in wave 
after wave of the Bridegroom’s affection for us, His cherished bride. And the spiritual joy that we 
will experience as we feast upon Jesus, the hidden manna, for the endless ages to come. 

• Jesus is the feast that we will dine upon for all eternity. Just as eating brings physical satisfaction, 
as hunger pains are silenced and cravings are met, Jesus as the hidden manna will satisfy our 
souls and enrich our resurrected bodies as we dwell in the holy of holies.  

c) A white stone with a new name written on it 

• God’s ultimate intention, as the equally-yoked wife of Jesus Christ, is for us to enjoy a corporate 
and individual union with our heavenly Bridegroom. Jesus said, “To him who overcomes...I will 
give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who 
receives it” (Rev. 2:17).  

• In the Roman Empire, white stones were given to honor those who offered valiant service to the 
community, in battle, or who were victorious in an athletic game. Those who received the white 
stones were given special privileges and were admitted to special events, including the games 
and feasts hosted by the Roman Empire. The white stone, therefore, is probably like a ticket to 
the marriage supper of the Lamb, where the corporate bride will dine with Jesus in deep 
intimacy for all eternity.  

• The “new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it” reflects our 
unique, individual relationship with Jesus. It will characterize who we are, how we lived our lives 
in the secret place with Jesus, and how we will function in eternity. In biblical days, a name was 
more than a label that set us apart from others. A person’s name reflected their nature. A person 
was their name. When God renames us, it will personify our transformation into the nature of 
Christ and it will reflect our new identity and eternal destiny.  

• In our culture, most brides receive a new last name whenever they get married. This is likely what 
Jesus had in mind when He promised to give us a new name on a white stone. When we marry 
Jesus as His prepared bride, we will receive a new name. 

• But there is more to this name than its newness and its signal of marriage. The only ones who 
will know their new name are God and those who receive it. This new name, which will be hidden 
from everyone else, points to the intimate, private, and intensely personal nature of our eternal 
relationship with Jesus.  
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• The white stone with a new name written on it is our Bridegroom’s unique gift to us, His 
cherished and beloved bride. This refers to both our corporate and individual union with Him 
for all eternity. 

d) Wedding garments 

• God’s ultimate intention, as the equally-yoked wife of the Son, is to give us wedding garments 
for our marriage to Jesus, our heavenly Bridegroom. Jesus said, “He who overcomes will thus be 
clothed in white garments” and “will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy” (Rev. 3:4-5). 

• The white garments are described in further detail in Revelation 19:7-8, when a great multitude 
in heaven proclaims, “Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of 
the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready. It was given to her to clothe herself in 
fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.” 

• To better understand the white garments of fine linen, we need a little insight into Jewish 
weddings during the days of Jesus. While the bridegroom was away preparing their house, it 
was customary for a Jewish bride to make her own wedding dress. The betrothed bride would 
spend hours meticulously creating her dress, carefully stitching it together thread by thread. She 
would thoroughly inspect her dress for stains, wrinkles, or blemishes. After all, how would a 
Jewish bridegroom feel if he showed up to take his bride to the wedding and she didn’t have on 
her wedding clothes or if her dress was partially complete? It would undoubtedly signify that his 
bride had other interests and affections that were more important than him. That’s why Jewish 
brides would take this custom serious. They wanted to ensure that their dress was ready to put 
on at a moment’s notice for the sudden appearance of the bridegroom.  

• Like the Jewish bride who made her own wedding dress, we are to work out our salvation 
through love-based obedience for Jesus Christ. This is how we make our own wedding dress and 
it ensures that we are ready for the sudden appearance of our Bridegroom. Only those with white 
garments will be allowed to participate in the marriage supper of the Lamb as the bride of Jesus 
Christ (Matt. 22:12).  

• In summary, the white garments are the capstone of the fully prepared bride who made herself 
ready while the Bridegroom was away. God’s ultimate intention is for us to make our own 
wedding dress, to be clothed in white garments, and to walk with the Lord in white at the 
marriage supper of the Lamb. 

e) The Father’s name written on us 

• God’s ultimate intention is for the Father to have a family of Christ-like sons who are His 
inheritance. Jesus said, “He who overcomes...I will write on him the name of My God” (Rev. 3:12). 
Though this verse doesn't reveal where the name of the Father will be written, both Revelation 
14:1 and Revelation 22:4 show that God’s name will be written on the forehead of the 
overcomers. 

• The Father’s name written on our forehead brands us as the Father’s inheritance and signals that 
we have graduated from the school of sonship unto adoption. It testifies that we remained under 
the child-training work of the Holy Spirit, suffering nobly, until Christ was formed in us. Those 
who follow the Lamb wherever He goes, during their time on earth, will receive this mark, for 
“they are blameless” (Rev. 14:5). 

• The Father’s name will be written on the “mature man,” the corporate son who has come into 
“the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13). This mark 
declares that we have overcome, that we “will inherit these things,” and that we are God’s 
mature, Christ-like sons that He has longed for before the foundation of the world (Rev. 21:7). 
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• The corporate son branded with the Father’s name will be adopted into a firstborn son status, 
sharing fully in Christ’s eternal inheritance. These mature, responsible, broken, and Spirit-led 
sons will take part in the first resurrection, radiate God’s glory like the brightness of the sun, 
return with Jesus at His second coming, vanquish God’s enemies, judge the nations, administer 
God’s righteousness and justice in their assigned sphere of influence, and rule the nations with 
a rod of iron (Rev. 20:4-6; Matt. 13:43; Rev. 17:14; Rev. 2:26-27; Rom. 8:19-22). 

• All creation is groaning, longing, and yearning for the revealing of the mature sons of God, the 
overcomers branded with the Father’s name on their forehead. This corporate son will return 
with Christ to this earth and will liberate creation from the curse and restore the earth to God’s 
original intention (Rom. 8:19-21). 

f) Jesus’ new name written on us 

• God’s ultimate intention is for the Son to have an equally-yoked bride as His inheritance. Jesus 
said, “He who overcomes...I will write on him...My new name” (Rev. 3:12). 

• Having the Son’s name written on our forehead brands us as Jesus’ very own possession and 
testifies that we are part of the corporate bride the Son has longed for since eternity past. This 
mark signals that we have become Jesus’ inheritance because we made ourselves ready as His 
beloved, cherished bride. It testifies that while the Bridegroom was away, we made our own 
wedding dress, carefully stitching together our white garments by working out our salvation 
with fear and trembling (Phil. 2:12). 

• The Son’s name will be written on the corporate bride who purchased the oil of internal intimacy 
during the Bridegroom’s delay (Matt. 25:1-13). These will burn with the Father’s very own love 
for the Son and will have Jesus as their exceedingly great reward, for they paid the price to know 
the Lord intimately in the secret place and pursued Him as their first love.  

• All of heaven is waiting intently for the day when the corporate bride is branded with the Son’s 
new name, marked as His cherished inheritance. Heaven’s joy and gladness concerning the 
marriage supper of the Lamb, the ultimate event of the ages, can’t be expressed or articulated 
in human language (Rev. 19:7-9). What an eternal plan that God established before the 
foundation of the world! We have been destined to be the bride of Jesus Christ for all eternity 
and to be branded as His own inheritance for the ages of ages.  

g) Dining with Jesus 

• God’s ultimate intention is for us to enjoy forever what the Godhead has forever enjoyed. 
Namely, we are invited into the circle of the Trinity, where we will experience the same 
fellowship, intimacy, and union with the Godhead that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
have enjoyed for all eternity. Jesus said, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears 
My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me” (Rev. 
3:20). Many have used this verse as a call to salvation. However, Jesus is not speaking to 
unbelievers; He is speaking to His church. Notice also that Jesus’ knock is His voice speaking to 
us. 

• In biblical days, table fellowship was a common image for deep communion and the strong 
bonds of affection and companionship. Dining brought people together, where they shared 
intimate conversations, inside information, and secrets. In biblical times, dining was one of the 
most enjoyable experiences of life. Even in our day, dining is the place where we let our down 
guard and really connect with people. When we share a meal with someone, we usually become 
real and communicate with them at a heart-to-heart level.  
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• In the same way, Jesus yearns for deep fellowship with us, both now and for all eternity. He longs 
for us to enjoy Him as He enjoys us. He wants us to hear His voice and talk with Him as two friends 
would over dinner. The Lord wants to share His intimate secrets with us. He wants to share what 
is on His heart. 

• Though this promise relates to having increased intimacy in this life, Jesus was undoubtedly 
looking ahead to the marriage supper of the Lamb. The Greek word for dine in this verse is 
deipneo, which is derived from deipnon—the Greek word used in Revelation 19:9 to describe 
the “marriage supper of the Lamb.” 

• When Jesus invites us to dine with Him, He is offering us the opportunity to experience deep 
communion, intimacy, oneness, and friendship with Him both now and throughout the eternal 
ages. The pleasure and privilege of eternal intimacy with Jesus is inexpressible. 

VII. #2: Eternal Authority 

a) Crown of life 

• God’s ultimate intention is for us to be kings who rule the universe with His Son. Jesus said, “Be 
faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life” (Rev. 2:10). 

• The Greek word for “crown” is stephanos and it means “a mark of royal or exalted rank.”4 
Stephanos was a wreath or garland given as a prize to victors in the public games.5 The crown of 
life, therefore, is the crown given to the overcomers who will rule and reign with Christ. 

• The crown of life is the victor’s crown, the conqueror’s crown, given to those who remain faithful 
until death. This crown will be a signal of our authority as kings in God’s kingdom, for Jesus will 
give us His royalty for our loyalty.  

• Before the creation of the world, God destined us to be kings in His kingdom who partner with 
Jesus to expand His government to the vastness of creation throughout the eternal ages. 
Crowns, which were given to those who were victorious in an athletic game and were a mark of 
a royal and exalted rank, will be given to signal our eternal authority. Our eternal inheritance is 
to rule with kingdom authority over the nations. 

b) Authority over the nations 

• God’s ultimate intention is for us to have authority over the nations as the equally-yoked bride 
of Christ. Jesus said, “He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO HIM I 
WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS; AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON, 
AS THE VESSELS OF THE POTTER ARE BROKEN TO PIECES, as I also have received authority from 
My Father” (Rev. 2:26-27). 

• When Christ’s body has fully matured and our adoption is finalized at the end of the age, we will 
be placed into Christ’s inheritance and given authority over the nations. Then, in partnership 
with Jesus, we will enforce God’s kingdom rule throughout the earth during the Kingdom Age.  

• The authority given to the overcomers will be like a rod of iron, that with one sharp blow breaks 
clay pottery into hundreds of pieces. The imagery is unmistakably clear—the authority of God’s 
adopted sons will be irresistible. Those who rebel against God’s rule will be utterly destroyed. 
This authority will be displayed the moment Jesus and the overcomers return to earth, for they 
will use their rod-of-iron authority to utterly destroy the antichrist, the false prophet, all of his 
military, and everyone in the nations who took the mark of the beast (Rev. 17:14). After this, Jesus 
and the overcomers will use their rod of authority to enforce God’s rule in the earth and to deal 
ruthlessly with all who rebel against the Lord and His Word. 
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• Our eternal inheritance is to have authority over the nations. Our destiny is to rule and reign with 
judicial responsibility and kingly oversight, bringing justice and righteousness into the sphere 
of authority entrusted to us. Whether that is being “in authority over ten cities” or “five cities,” 
our destiny is to rule over literal cities in partnership with Jesus—perhaps over the renowned 
cities of today, such as New York City, Washington, D.C., London, Sydney, or Rome (Luke 19:17-
19). 
 

c) The Throne 

• God’s ultimate intention is for us to sit down with Jesus on His throne as His queen and to reign 
over all creation with judicial responsibility and kingdom authority. Jesus said, “He who 
overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down 
with My Father on His throne” (Rev. 3:21).  

• What an amazing promise! This has to be one of the most amazing invitations in the entire Bible. 
Our eternal destiny is to sit down with Jesus on His throne and to rule the nations with Him 
forever. It just does not get any better than that. 

• You are destined for the throne. Jesus, the great King of the universe, has asked you to marry 
Him and to rule the nations in partnership with Him forever. You are called to eternal greatness. 
You are destined to rule and reign with Christ throughout the eternal ages. You are invited to be 
part of the most powerful royal family in history. This has to be one of the most unbelievable 
offers in the entire Bible.  

• Think about it. God Himself is offering us the privileged position of ruling and reigning with Jesus 
Christ for all eternity. God has invited us to something far greater than being the president of 
the only super-power in the world. Jesus has invited us to sit down with Him on His throne and 
to rule the nations with a rod of iron in the Millennial Kingdom and for all eternity. 

• We are destined for the throne. Revelation 20:4 states, “Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, 
and judgment was given to them....And they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand 
years.” Paul said to the Corinthians, “Do you not know that the saints will judge the world?” (1 
Cor. 6:2-3). God’s ultimate intention for us is to sit down with Jesus on His throne and assist Him 
in judging the nations and evaluating their role during the Millennial Kingdom (Matt. 25:31-46). 
We are invited to be Jesus’ right-hand men and women as co-rulers in His kingdom! 

• There’s even better news! This invitation extends far past the thousand-year reign of Christ on 
the earth. Revelation 22:5 states that we will “reign forever and ever.” This literally means, when 
you understand the Greek, for the ages to the ages.6 Our eternal inheritance in Jesus Christ is to 
partner with Him to expand God’s kingdom into the vastness of creation in each unique age 
throughout eternity (Isa. 9:7). 

VIII. #3: Eternal Glory 

a) A pillar in God’s temple 

• God’s ultimate intention is for us to dwell in the holy of holies in heaven’s temple and to minister 
to Him as His priests continually. Jesus said, “He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the 
temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore” (Rev. 3:12). 

• Before explaining “a pillar in the temple,” let’s first consider heaven’s temple (Rev. 7:15; 11:19; 
14:15; 14:17; 15:5; 15:6; 16:1; 16:17). Have you ever thought about heaven having a temple? This 
word for “temple” was used to explain “only...the sacred edifice (or sanctuary) itself, consisting 
of the Holy place and the Holy of Holies.”7  
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• Also, consider this: God ordered Moses to make earth’s tabernacle after the heavenly pattern 
(Heb. 8:4-5). Looking at the earthly tabernacle, we can conclude that heaven has an outer court, 
a holy place, and the holy of holies. 

• Another important point to keep in mind. There is no temple in the new Jerusalem, the bridal 
city that will come onto the scene after the one-thousand-year reign of Christ on the earth (Rev. 
21:22). Although there will be an earthly temple in Jerusalem during Jesus’ millennial reign 
(Zech. 6:12-13). 

• Since a pillar bears the weight of a building, it signifies stability, firmness, beauty, permanence, 
and importance. Putting all of this together, the promise to be a pillar in the temple means that 
we will have unlimited access to dwell in the holy of holies in the heavenly temple and the 
Millennial temple. Once Jesus’ millennial reign is complete and the temple is replaced by the 
Father and the Son, who become the temple of the new Jerusalem, we will be permitted to dwell 
within the heart of God, somewhat like the eternal Son who dwelled in the bosom of the Father 
in eternity past (Rev. 21:22). 

• Being a pillar in God’s temple means that we will be given a place of honor and will receive 
unlimited access to the holy of holies in heaven’s temple, the Millennial Temple located in 
Jerusalem, and within God’s heart in the new Jerusalem. This will allow us to fulfill our calling as 
priests-kings after the order of Melchizedek.8 As priests, we will minister directly to the Father 
and the Son in their radiance, majesty, and glory. As kings, we will go forth from the holy of holies 
with great authority to rule the nations with a rod of iron. 

b) The new city Jerusalem written on us 

• God’s ultimate intention is for us to dwell with Him in the holy of holies, where we will behold 
His glory, see His face, and minister directly to Him as a priest for the eternal ages. Jesus said, “He 
who overcomes...I will write on him...the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which 
comes down out of heaven from My God” (Rev. 3:12). 

• After the millennial reign of Christ, John saw "a great white throne and Him who sat on it" (Rev. 
20:11, NKJV). Some say this is the Father. Others say this is the Son. But whichever member of 
the Trinity it is, notice that it says, “From whose face the earth and the heaven fled away” (Rev. 
20:11, NKJV). Do you feel the intense implications here? Heaven and earth cannot handle the 
intensity of God’s glory beaming from His unveiled face, and figuratively speaking, heaven and 
earth flee away like an animal in flight-mode running for its life. The intensity of God’s glorious 
face unveiled to creation is too much for the present heaven and earth to handle, so God must 
create a new heaven and a new earth that can sustain the age of His unveiled face. 

• Now here is where the new Jerusalem comes into the picture. Revelation 22:3-4 states that “His 
bond-servants...will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads” as they minister to the 
Lord in the new Jerusalem. Our heritage is to be a priestly bride who has the capacity in our 
resurrected and glorified bodies to see the unveiled face of God and not be incinerated! It’s here, 
in the new Jerusalem, that we will minister to the Father and the Son through the Holy Spirit 
face-to-face in the most intimate communion and fellowship imaginable. What a beautiful 
promise to have the new Jerusalem branded upon us! 

• Meditating upon the vast dimensions of the new Jerusalem reveals that this city is the holy of 
holies of the new heaven and the new earth. Here’s why I say this. The holy of holies in Moses’ 
tabernacle measured 10 cubits wide, long, and high. Similarly, the holy of holies in Solomon’s 
temple measured 20 cubits wide, long, and high. Connecting the dots, it appears that the new 
Jerusalem—which is also a perfect cube that measures 1,500 miles wide, long, and high—is the 
holy of holies of the new heaven and the new earth. Perhaps God made the new Jerusalem, as 
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His holy-of-holies city, the smallest He could without it bursting at the seams from the 
concentrated radiance of His glorious and beautiful face! 

• After the Millennial Kingdom, we will dwell in the bridal city, the new Jerusalem, as the wife of 
the Lamb and as firstborn sons of God for the eternal ages. As God’s bondservants who follow 
the Lamb wherever He goes, we will be allowed to see God's face in the deepest, most intimate 
places of glory as we minister to Him as a priestly-bride.  

c) Shining like the sun 

• God’s ultimate intention is for us to shine like the sun in the radiance of His glory. Though this 
promise is not from Revelation 2-3, it’s too glorious not to mention. Describing the end-time 
harvest where God’s children come to full maturity as sons, Jesus said, “Then the righteous will 
shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father” (Matt. 13:43, NKJV). The “righteous” are the 
“the sons of the kingdom”—God’s adopted sons who are placed into Christ’s eternal inheritance 
at the end of the age (Matt. 13:38). 

• If you want a glimpse of your eternal destiny, look up at the sun during a hot summer day. In a 
similar way, God’s ultimate intention is to clothe you in such brilliant glory that you shine and 
radiate like the brightness of the sun. 

• When John saw Jesus in all of His glory, “His face was like the sun shining in its strength” (Rev. 
1:16). As God’s adopted son who will be placed into Christ’s eternal inheritance, the Father 
intends nothing less for you! Your face is meant to shine forth like the brightness of the sun for 
all eternity. Oh the glory and beauty that awaits God’s overcoming sons! 

• Describing our resurrection bodies, Paul said, “There is one glory of the sun, and another glory 
of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory. So also is the 
resurrection of the dead” (1 Cor. 15:41-42). This verse is unmistakably clear. There will be varying 
degrees of glory for the redeemed. Those who have fully embraced the internal working of the 
cross and have completely surrendered their self-life to the Holy Spirit will shine forth like the 
brightness of the sun. Others who have lived with a mixture of self and God will have the glory 
of the moon. And still others who were saved and justified but lived for themselves will have the 
glory of a faint star.  

• Though the redeemed will have varying degrees of glory in their resurrection bodies, God’s 
ultimate intention is that all of us would shine forth like the sun. The Father jealously yearns for 
us to radiate His glory just like Jesus, the pattern Son of God. 

IX. God Is Our Inheritance 

a) Reading through the details of our eternal inheritance in Revelation 2-3, you see the consummation 
of God’s original intention. You see God’s eternal purpose, which the Godhead determined in the 
eternal council, brought full circle. You see Jesus urging us with love and affection to take our 
invitation into the circle of the Trinity serious. You see God’s ultimate intention for humanity clearly 
articulated. You see the Lord’s desire to bring us into the fellowship of God’s burning heart and to 
give us eternal intimacy, eternal authority, and eternal glory. What you discover is that God Himself 
is our inheritance. As John Piper famously said, “God is the gospel.”9 

b) God told Abram, “I am...your exceedingly great reward” (Gen. 15:1, NKJV). If your idea of heaven is 
anything less than the Man Christ Jesus, you will be sorely disappointed. We are inheriting a Man—
the Man Christ Jesus. He is our exceedingly great reward. He is our inheritance. He is our prize, 
treasure, and crown. Not things. Not money. Not a mansion. God Himself. 
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c) The Lord told Aaron—and by implication—all the Levites, “You shall have no inheritance in their 
land nor own any portion among them; I am your portion and your inheritance” (Num. 18:20). The 
same is true with us. God is our inheritance. We are invited to forever enjoy what the Trinity has 
enjoyed forever. Our inheritance is the same ecstatic love, intimacy, fellowship, pleasure, and delight 
that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit have enjoyed for the endless ages of eternity past. We 
are destined to inherit God as our Father, the Son as our Husband, and the Spirit as our life. We have 
been chosen, sought out, pursued, and chased down by a God who burns with love for us. We have 
been marked for the circle of the Trinity. God is the gospel. God is our inheritance. 
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