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I. A Summary of God’s Original Intention 

a) Now that we understand God’s eternal council that determined God’s original intention, His 
redemptive plan, and His prophetic plan and having seen that the Son is at the center of it all, let’s 
start this session by summarizing God’s original intention.  

b) The chart below will help us understand this better. 

 

c) God’s Eternal Purpose (A): God’s eternal purpose, established in the eternal council of the Godhead 
in eternity past, is the blueprint that drives everything that God has done or will ever do. This 
blueprint is God’s ultimate intention that transcends the fall of man and will be accomplished. God’s 
ultimate intention was for the Son to be the center of all things; for His life to be imparted into 
humanity, progressively filling them with the fullness of the Son’s life; for mankind to be conformed 
into the image and likeness of the Son; and for God to have an inheritance in a people.1  

d) Creation (B): God didn’t create the universe because He was bored and needed something fun to 
do. Creation was not some random event that God performed for divine entertainment. God created 
the galaxies, the solar systems, the earth, and mankind for His eternal purpose. The blueprint from 
the eternal council drove creation, including the creation of humanity, for God’s intention was to 
put His life into men and women. This is unique among God’s created order, for even the angels, the 
cherubim, and the seraphim can only relate to God externally, not internally. Only humanity was 
destined in the eternal council of the Godhead to have the life of God within them. When the Lord 
took the dust of the earth and released His breath into it, Adam was created as a “living soul” that 
was innocent, pure, and childlike.2 However, he was not holy, righteous, godly, or Christ-like because 
He didn’t have God’s life within him.  

e) Choice (C): In God’s eternal council, it was determined that mankind would have to make a moral 
choice before the Lord would place His life into him. The two choices were: 

• 1: The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.  

Humanity was given the choice to be their own god, to live independently from the Lord, to 
have the knowledge of what was good and evil, to make decisions based upon what was 
right in their own eyes, and to govern themselves. 

• 2: The Tree of Life.  

Humanity was given another option to surrender their independence, to have the life of the 
Son imparted into their spirit, and to undergo a gradual death to their self-life by embracing 
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the exchanged life, where man would live by the life of another—the very life of the Son of 
God.3 

f) Son’s Life (D): If Adam had followed God’s original intention and eaten from the tree of life, then he 
would have exchanged his independence for spirit-to-Spirit union with the Son. The life of the Son 
would have been imparted into Adam’s spirit and he would have surrendered his self-life contained 
in the soul for the life of Christ in his spirit. Subsequently, the implanted life of Christ would have 
been multiplied through Adam and Eve to the entire human race.4 

g) Fullness of Life (E): If Adam had eaten from the tree of life, the life of the Son would have gradually 
increased within Adam until his soul was filled with the fullness of Christ.5 The life of Christ within 
Adam would have been unlimited and without measure, eventually conforming Adam into an exact 
representation of the Son.6 Adam would have been in full union with the eternal Son, conformed 
into His image and likeness, and he would have become a fully mature son of God.7 

h) God’s Inheritance (F): If Adam had eaten from the tree of life, he would have eventually been the 
head of a creation of sons who were an exact representation of the eternal Son.8 Thus, the Father 
would have a family of sons patterned after His beloved Son.9 The Son would have a bride in full 
union with His life, nature, and character, who loved Him with the Father’s fiery passion and 
pleasure.10 And the Spirit would have a temple in which He dwelled in fullness.11 This inheritance of 
the Godhead—the Father’s sons, the Son’s bride, and the Spirit’s temple—would be brought into 
the Father’s heart with the Son, would share in the eternal joy and delight of the Godhead forever, 
and would be sent into the vastness of creation with governmental authority to expand God’s 
kingdom during each distinct age of eternity.12 

i) With this overview in mind, let’s dive deeper into the details of God’s eternal purpose for His Son to 
be the Life who would be imparted into a creation of men and women. This session will cover points 
A-D in the chart above while later sessions will cover points E-F. 

II. The Son Established as Life for Humanity 

a) John said, “He who has the Son has the life” (1 John 5:12).  

b) The Son has always been the Life, but in the eternal council, it was established that the Son would 
be the Life who would be imparted into humanity, filling men and women with the life of the Son, 
ultimately leading to the fullness of Christ in a people.  

c) If you search the New Testament for the word “life,” you quickly realize how often the Scriptures 
referred to the Son as the Life. You see that life is in the Son and that He is the light of life; you see 
that the Son gives life to humanity and that He is a life-giving Spirit who is imparted into His those 
who receive Him; and you see that the Son is to become our life, as we exchange our self-life for the 
indwelling life of Christ in us. Let’s take a moment to read several Scriptures that highlight these 
important truths. 

d) Life is in the Son 

• “In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men” (John 1:4, emphasis mine). 

• “For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself” 
(John 5:26, emphasis mine). 

• “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never 
thirst” (John 6:35, emphasis mine). 

• “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me” (John 
14:6, emphasis mine). 
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• “What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we 
have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life—and the life was 
manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with 
the Father and was manifested to us” (1 John 1:1-2, emphasis mine). 

e) The Son Gives Life to Humanity 

• “For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom 
He wishes” (John 5:21, emphasis mine). 

• “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that 
testify about Me; and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life” (John 5:39-40, 
emphasis mine).  

• “For the bread of God is that which comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the world” (John 
6:33, emphasis mine). 

• “These have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and 
that believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31, emphasis mine). 

f) The Son’s Life in Humanity 

• “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have 
no life in yourselves” (John 6:53, emphasis mine). 

• “He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life” 
(1 John 5:12, emphasis mine). 

• “But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will 
give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life” (John 4:14, emphasis 
mine). 

• “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will flow rivers of living 
water’” (John 7:38, emphasis mine). 

• “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10, emphasis mine). 

g) Christ as the Life-Giving Spirit 

• “So also it is written, ‘The first MAN, Adam, BECAME A LIVING SOUL.’ The last Adam became a 
life-giving spirit” (1 Cor. 15:45, emphasis mine). 

• “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are 
spirit and are life” (John 6:63, emphasis mine). 

• “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death” 
(Rom. 8:2, emphasis mine). 

• “Who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for 
the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life” (Rom. 8:11, emphasis mine). 

• “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus 
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you” (Rom. 
8:11, emphasis mine). 

h) Christ as Our Life 

• “When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory” (Col. 
3:4, emphasis mine). 
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i) In summary, the eternal Son is the bread of life, the resurrection and the life, the Word of life, and 
the light of life. He is the life-giving Spirit imparted into all who believe in Him, giving life to their 
spirit, heart, soul, and body. The Son has life in Himself, He gives life to those who believe in Him, 
and He wants to release His life in fullness to those who yield wholly to Him. The Son’s life is a well 
of water in His people that springs up into rivers of living water that flow abundantly outward to a 
dark and desperate world. The Son is to become our life, where He lives His life in us and through us, 
empowering us to walk in newness of life and to be saved by the power of His indestructible life. 

III. Christ in You—the Hope of Glory 

a) Now that we have seen that life is in the Son and that He is a life-giving Spirit who is imparted into 
all who believe in Him, let’s spend some time now looking at God’s ultimate intention, established 
in the eternal council, to place Christ’s life in His people. 

b) Paul wrote,  

Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on 
me for your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God, that is, 
the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been 
manifested to His saints, to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory 
of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory (Col. 1:25-27). 

c) What an incredible statement! Since there is so much packed into this passage, let me simplify the 
main point of what Paul was expressing. He was saying, “The mystery which has been hidden from 
ages and from generations, but now has been revealed....is Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 
1:26-27, NKJV). 

d) Although Paul does not explicitly use the phrase “eternal purpose,” “eternal council,” “before the 
foundation of the world,” or “predestined” in this passage, when you consider both the context of 
this verse in Colossians and also some of the language that Paul used in these verses, it’s clear that 
Paul was looking back before the foundation of the world to God’s ultimate intention for creation. 

e) To prove this point, let’s extract some key phrases that Paul used in this passage and compare it with 
Ephesians 3:1-11, which clearly describes God’s “eternal purpose” (Eph. 3:11). The table below 
summarizes this. 

Colossians 1:25-27 Ephesians 3:1-11 

I was made a minister according to the 
stewardship from God bestowed on me for 
your benefit (Col. 1:25). 

If indeed you have heard of the stewardship of 
God's grace which was given to me for you 
(Eph. 3:2). 

So that I might fully carry out the preaching 
of the word of God (Col. 1:25). 

To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was 
given, to preach to the Gentiles the 
unfathomable riches of Christ (Eph. 3:8) 

The mystery which has been hidden from 
the past ages and generations, but has now 
been manifested to His saints (Col. 1:26). 

That by revelation there was made known to 
me the mystery....my insight into the mystery of 
Christ, which in other generations was not 
made known to the sons of men, as it has now 
been revealed to His holy apostles and 
prophets in the Spirit....To bring to light what is 
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the administration of the mystery which for 
ages has been hidden in God who created all 
things (Eph. 3:3-5,9). 

 

f) Since there is such amazing parallels between these two passages, it’s safe to say that God’s ultimate 
intention, with or without the fall, was to place the life-giving Spirit of Christ in humanity. God’s 
eternal purpose is Christ in you, the hope of glory! God’s blueprint established in the eternal council 
was for His Son to be the Life that was placed within a creation of men and women. 

IV. Jesus Came to Give Us Abundant Life 

a) Jesus said, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). Notice that Jesus 
came to give us life. Can you see God’s ultimate intention in this statement? Because God’s eternal 
purpose was for the Son’s life to be implanted into humanity, the Father sent His Son to earth. The 
blueprint established in the eternal council, which decreed that the Son’s life would be imparted 
into mankind, drove Jesus’ coming to earth and His entire ministry. 

b) Unfortunately, prosperity gospel preachers have hijacked this verse to justify having your best life 
now. They falsely preach that Jesus came to give you an abundant life, claiming that “King’s kids” 
should have the best house, the best cars, the best clothes, and live their best life now. This false 
doctrine is deeply disconnected from God’s eternal purpose for the Son’s life to be imparted into a 
people. Rather than rightly interpreting this passage from eternal thought, eternal purpose, and 
eternal desire, prosperity gospel preachers are leading many astray from God’s ultimate intention.  

c) Jesus did not come to give us an abundant life; He came to give us abundant life. His life in us in seed 
form that eventually becomes like rivers of living water that flow out of us in abundance. Can you 
see the difference between the false prosperity gospel and the true gospel? The prosperity gospel 
is rooted in the here-and-now. The true gospel is rooted in the blueprint that was established in the 
eternal council of the Godhead before creation. 

d) In Jesus’ statement from John 10:10, we see two aspects of Jesus’ life in us. First, we see the initial 
impartation of His life into us— “that they may have life.” This life is imparted into our spirit in seed 
form the moment we are born again. Second, we see that God intends for the life of Christ in seed 
form to blossom and mature until we “have it abundantly.” 

e) The Greek word for “abundantly” is perissos and it means “superabundant (in quantity)...by 
implication, excessive.”13 According to Thayer’s Greek Lexicon, perissos means “exceeding some 
number or measure or rank or need.”14 It means “over and above, more than is necessary, superior, 
extraordinary, surpassing.”15 This means Jesus intends for His life to be released in us in fullness—
without limits, without hindrances, and without measure. 

f) God’s eternal purpose, established in the eternal council, decreed that the Son’s life would be 
implanted into humans in seed form and would eventually increase to an overflowing abundance 
of life so excessive and extraordinary that Paul could only describe it as “the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 
4:13). 

g) This progression from the seed of Christ in us to the fullness of Christ in us is similar to Ezekiel’s vision 
of the river in the temple. It begins as a trickle, increases to the ankles, rises to the knees, surges 
upward to the waist, and then it overflows to such a degree that you can only swim in it (Ezek. 47).  

h) God’s original intention was for all humanity to have the fullness of Christ’s life within them. This is 
unique among God’s created order, for even the angels, the cherubim, and the seraphim can only 
relate to God externally, not internally. Only humanity was destined in the eternal council of the 
Godhead to have the life of God within them.  
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i) What a beautiful plan that our loving Father decreed before the foundation of the world that we 
would have the life-giving Spirit of Christ within us—an internal intimacy and union with our Creator 
that is unique among all creation! Christ in you, as life, progressively released into your heart, soul, 
and body until His fullness fills you fully and overflows to a dark and desperate world. This has always 
been God’s original intention. 

j) God loved us so much that He wanted to be inside of us! Have you ever thought about that? The 
Godhead burned with such a desire to be inside of humanity that Jesus ended His High Priestly 
Prayer, which revealed His heart and intentions perhaps more than any other passage of Scripture, 
with a prayer to be “in them” (John 17:26). Wow! Jesus chose to end His most heart-felt prayer 
recorded in the Scriptures by expressing His burning desire to be within us. What a loving, good, 
and gracious God we have! 

k) I am so thankful that Jesus didn’t come to give us an abundance of material blessings, as prosperity 
gospel preachers claim, but an abundance of His uncreated, indestructible, dead-raising, and 
universe-creating life! 

V. Adam Became a Living Soul 

a) Now that we understand God’s eternal purpose to impart the life of the Son into humanity (point A 
in the diagram above), let’s look at creation from the perspective of ultimate intention (point B in 
the diagram at the beginning of the session). 

b) God didn’t create Adam because He was bored and wanted some divine entertainment. God’s 
creation of male and female was not some random, arbitrary act of spontaneity. Rather, God created 
humanity for His eternal purpose, which was established in the eternal council before the 
foundation of the world.  

c) Humanity is unique among God’s created order, for only men and women were made to have God’s 
life within them. The angels, the seraphim, and the cherubim will never have God’s life internally. 
They can only and forever relate to God externally. Mankind is a one-of-a-kind creation that God 
designed for the specific purpose of dwelling within. Christ in you, the hope of glory, motivated God 
to create Adam and Eve. Humanity was created for the exclusive opportunity to become the 
dwelling place of God’s Spirit. 

d) Notice God’s ultimate intention in the creation of mankind, when the Father and the Son said to one 
another, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness” (Gen. 1:26). Mankind is not some 
arbitrary blob that has evolved over millions of years from apes. Rather, we are the one-and-only 
creation, among God’s entire created order, to be patterned after His Son and given the exclusive 
privilege of having internal intimacy and union with the Creator. God created Adam and Eve for the 
sole purpose of placing the life-giving Spirit of His Son within them, so that His Son would become 
their very life. 

e) When God created Adam, he was specifically designed to become the habitation of God. The 
Scripture says, “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul” (Gen. 2:7, KJV). The “dust of the ground” 
refers to Adam's body. The Lord’s “breath of life” refers to the creation of Adam's spirit, for the 
Hebrew word for breath can also be translated spirit. And it is clear from this Scripture that Adam 
“became a living soul.” Thus, Adam—and all mankind thereafter—was created as a spirit, soul, and 
body (See also 1 Thess. 5:23). 

f) God created Adam's spirit with the innate ability to communicate with the spirit realm, to know God 
intuitively, and to have an awareness of God. Adam's spirit had a sharp sensitivity to the Spirit of 
God, which enabled him to quickly sense God's presence, discern His voice, and commune with Him. 
Adam's spirit made him God-conscious.  
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g) Adam's soul was comprised of his mind, will, and emotions. With his mind, Adam had thoughts, an 
intellect, wisdom, knowledge, reasoning, logic, ideas, and creativity. With his will, Adam had the 
power to make decisions—he could choose God's will or his own; he could live in submission to God 
or independently of Him. And with his emotions, Adam had the ability to love or hate, to be happy 
or sad, to be fearful or depressed, and to be passionate or complacent. Adam's soul defined his 
personality and made him self-conscious.  

h) Adam's body is how he communicated with the material world through his five senses of taste, 
touch, smell, sight, and sound. Adam's body was driven by four primary desires: eating, sleeping, 
reproduction, and comfort. Adam's body made him world-conscious. 

i) In God's original design, Adam's spirit was the most important part of his being, for his spirit was 
designed to commune with God. Adam’s spirit was created for God’s eternal purpose of spirit-to-
Spirit union with the life of the Son. Though Adam’s life was originally in his soul, where his self-life 
resided, God’s intention was for Adam’s spirit to eventually become the leader that directed his soul 
and body. In other words, God designed Adam to be spirit-oriented, if only he would eat from the 
tree of life. 

j) Adam was created morally neutral, neither holy nor sinful, but innocent—childlike. He had no 
knowledge of good and evil, no sense of right or wrong, and no power to make wise and sound 
moral judgments. Some would say that Adam was an underdeveloped man. 

k) Though it was the Father’s intention to mold him into the image of His Son (“let Us make man in Our 
image”), Adam was not created Christ-like. For that to happen, Adam would have to eat from the 
tree of life, have the life of Christ imparted into him, and mature through obedience until Christ’s life 
filled him in fullness.  

l) Created as a “living soul,” Adam’s self-life in his soul was the power-source that drove him. His 
intellect, emotions, and desires, uncorrupted by the fall, dictated how Adam lived. Though God 
created Adam with a spirit, His spirit was not developed because God’s life was not in him. Though 
he communicated with God by his spirit and though his spirit was pure and morally innocent, 
Adam’s spirit was not righteous, holy, or Christ-like because God’s Spirit was not in him. For that to 
happen, Adam would have to make a moral choice between self-rule or the Lordship of Christ. Thus, 
the reason for placing two trees in the garden. 

VI. Two Trees in the Garden 

a) Today, when many people think of the two trees in the garden, they view it as some type of fairytale 
that you would read about in a kid’s book. It’s viewed as one of those Sunday School stories that’s 
cute when you were a kid but doesn’t have any real or practical benefit for adults. Some even look 
at it with derision and discredit those who believe it actually happened, mocking them as 
unintelligent, uninformed, and unenlightened. How the crafty serpent in the garden has worked 
overtime to undermine one of the most important realities in history! 

b) Unfortunately, many Bible teachers, leaders, and pastors have been so influenced by humanistic 
thought and wisdom that they never discuss the importance of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil and the tree of life. Yet human history has forever been marked and defined by what 
happened in the Garden of Eden some six-thousand years ago! 

c) For the purposes of this class, we have to understand that the Lord placed the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil and the tree of life in the garden in order to establish His eternal purpose. These 
two trees were placed in the garden with a definite purpose, aim, and plan. The Lord was giving 
mankind the opportunity of being the only creation in God’s created order to have His life within 
them. Yet Adam would be required to make a moral choice before the life of the Son was imparted 
into him (Point C in the diagram at the beginning of the session). 
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d) God would not make mankind His inheritance and make us coheirs with His Son before testing us to 
see if we would choose the path of humble, dependent obedience upon God as true and authentic 
lovers. That is why God put the tree of knowledge of good and evil in the garden. He wanted Adam 
to make a moral choice between self-governance or Spirit-reliance. 

e) If you search the Bible for the “tree of life,” here’s what you will find. The tree of life is mentioned in 
Genesis 2-3, but it’s removed from the earth after the fall. Though the tree of life is mentioned four 
times metaphorically in the book of Proverbs, we don’t see the actual tree of life again until 
Revelation 2:7, when Jesus offers it as a reward to those who overcome losing their first love. 
Following this, we see the tree of life once again having a prominent role in the new Jerusalem as 
the eternal ages commence (Rev. 22:2,14,19). 

f) What does this mean? Simply that the tree of life was part of God’s original intention. He offered it 
to mankind in the beginning, He offers it to the overcomers now, and it will have a prominent role 
in the new Jerusalem throughout eternity. Therefore, the tree of life has always been part of God’s 
purpose for the ages. This highlights the Father’s eternal desire to impart the life of His Son into 
humanity in seed form and for His life to increase into an overflowing river of abundant life within 
His people. 

g) What if God allowed us to go back in time and see the two trees in the garden? Have you ever 
thought about what that would look like and be like? I suppose, with the hindsight of knowing the 
ways of God revealed in the Scriptures, that the tree of the knowledge of good and evil would have 
been by far the most attractive and alluring tree in the garden while the tree of life would have been 
ordinary and unappealing.16 The tree of knowledge likely had a seductive pull on the soul, a 
magnetic force that drew the thoughts, the emotions, and the desires of Adam and Eve under the 
enchanting power of lust. After all, the tree “was good for food,” enticing the desires of the will; it 
was “a delight to the eyes,” stirring the emotions; and it was “desirable to make one wise,” 
stimulating the mind (Gen. 3:6). The tree’s allurement to the soul was freedom and liberty, 
independence, wisdom and knowledge, a self-governed life, and the ability to do what was right in 
their own eyes without having to consult and rely upon God. This tree offered Adam and Eve the 
opportunity to “be as gods, knowing good and evil” (Gen. 3:5, KJV).  

h) Knowing what we know about the gospel and ultimate intention, the lowly and humble tree of life 
was likely a precursor to the cross, which would have struck a death-blow to Adam and Eve’s soul, 
ending their independent way of life in exchange for the imparted life of Christ.17 Eating from the 
tree of life would have made Adam and Eve partakers of God’s divine nature, imparting the life of 
the Son—including His holiness, righteousness, humility, and love—into their spirits. Their DNA 
would have been forever altered, transforming them into children of God who lived in moment-by-
moment dependence upon the Father. Adam would have been the head of a new creation infused 
with God’s indestructible life—the leader of a race of men and women in union with God, connected 
to Him spirit-to-Spirit, and living in constant reliance upon His leadership. 

VII. Adam Was Mankind’s Covenant Representative 

a) When God gave Adam a moral choice between the two trees, he was making a covenant with all 
humanity (Hosea 6:7). Adam was the covenant representative for every man and women born after 
him. The fate of mankind hinged upon Adam’s decision.  

b) As mentioned in Session 3, whenever a covenant was cut between two parties, a covenant 
representative was always selected on behalf of each group. These representatives entered the 
covenant on behalf of everyone in their party and would thus bind the entire group to the 
expectations of the covenant agreement. Everyone who belonged to a particular party was 
considered to be "in" its representative, so that everything the representative did and agreed to in 
making the covenant would be imputed to each member of the group. Thus, whatever the covenant 
representative did and agreed to in the covenant ceremony would be reckoned to be true of 
everyone in the covenant representative’s party.  
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c) As the covenant representative of humanity, Adam’s choice would be imputed to all subsequent 
generations as if they made the same choice themselves. If Adam chose the fruit from the tree of 
knowledge, then his sinful choice would be imputed to all humanity as if they chose the forbidden 
fruit as well. On the other hand, if Adam chose the fruit from the tree of life, then his obedience 
would be imputed to all humanity as if they had obeyed God. 

d) Not only would Adam’s choice be imputed to the human race, but also the nature embodied in the 
fruit of Adam’s choice would be imparted into the DNA of mankind. If Adam chose the fruit from the 
tree of knowledge, then a self-centered, antichrist-nature would be imparted into the DNA of every 
man and women born after him, forever affecting and transforming the nature of their spirit, soul, 
and body. On the other hand, if Adam chose the fruit from the tree of life, then the life of the Son 
would be imparted into the DNA of humanity after him, ultimately leading to the fullness of the Son’s 
life filling their spirit, soul, and body. 

e) Paul alludes to this covenant dynamic in Romans 5:12-14, where he taught that we are sinners in 
Adam, not because we sinned like him, but because we sinned in him. In other words, we are not 
sinners because we imitated Adam’s sin (sinning like Adam), but rather his sin was imputed to us 
because he was the covenant representative of humanity. Therefore, we are constituted sinners by 
imputation as if we made the same fateful decision as Adam in the garden. Following on the heels 
of imputation is impartation, where Adam’s selfish, proud, independent, and antichrist nature was 
imparted to all men and women after him, releasing a gradual increase of sin, selfishness, and death 
throughout the entire human race. Jesus confirmed this when He said, “That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh” (John 3:6). The flesh is the coupling of the unredeemed body to the unrenewed soul 
and is the nature that characterizes the entire Adamic race. 

f) Seeing this covenant dynamic in the Scriptures, logic tells us that the reverse would have also been 
true. That is, if Adam, as the covenant representative of humanity, had eaten from the tree of life, his 
moral choice to obey God would have been imputed to the entire human race as if they had also 
obeyed God. Following this, the life of the Son, contained in the tree of life, would have also been 
imparted to subsequent generations, making Adam the federal head of a new creation of men and 
women filled God’s indestructible life. Just as Adam’s sin, selfishness, and death gradually spread 
throughout the human race, we would have seen the opposite transpire, where the life of Christ 
would have gradually increased in mankind’s spirit, soul, and body, leading to the fullness of Christ 
released throughout Adam’s linage.  

VIII. The Fall 

a) Fully aware of the price of eating from the tree of life, Adam made a slow and purposeful decision 
whether or not to eat from the tree of life. Unfortunately, we know how the story ended as Adam 
made the deliberate choice to eat from the tree of knowledge, and as a result, a deep and 
penetrating self-love was awakened in his soul. 

b) When Adam made the fateful decision to eat from the tree of knowledge, the forbidden fruit killed 
Adam’s spirit and awakened his soul into a state of prideful autonomy, transforming Adam into a 
self-conscious and self-aware man (Gen. 3:6-7).  

c) With his eyes opened, Adam became soul-oriented—his own independent god who was 
knowledgeable and wise, but severed from the prior fellowship that he shared with His Creator. 
Furthermore, Adam’s choice aligned him with Satan, making him the head of a race of people with 
an evil heart and proud soul. Adam now had knowledge of good and evil; he was wise and could 
make decisions apart from God. But the consequences of his decision was death rather than life. 

d) In Adam, because of the effects of the tree of knowledge, all of us are born with a dead spirit, a hard 
heart, and our body and soul are coupled together, forming what the Bible refers to as the flesh. We 
are born with a fallen soul filled with prideful independence and a narcissistic obsession with 
ourselves. We are born as self-sufficient men and women, having the power in ourselves to form 
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independent judgments and to decide between good and evil. The fruit from the tree of knowledge 
has severed our moment-by-moment reliance upon God and made us a self-centered, independent, 
self-reliant, and rebellious race of men and women. In Adam, humanity chose the path of self-
deification. 

e) With the two paths set before him—the life of the eternal Son or the independent self-life—Adam 
unfortunately chose to become his own god and to live independently of His Creator. Adam's sin, in 
alliance with Satan, delayed God's eternal purpose of having a new race of sons who would radiate 
God's glory. In choosing to become a wise and cultured soul, Adam was cut off from the divine life 
and became an independent agent of the enemy. 

 

 

 

 

1 See Eph. 1:10; John 14:6; Eph. 3:19, 4:13; Rom. 8:29; Heb. 2:10; Rev. 19:7-9; John 17:26; 1 Cor. 6:19; John 17:24-26; Rev. 14:1-5; Rev. 21-22. 
2 1 Cor. 15:45 
3 Although the Scriptures don’t clearly reveal what would have happened if Adam had eaten from the tree of life, when you understand God’s 
ultimate intention, the gospel, the ways of God revealed in the Scriptures, and the fact that Adam was mankind’s covenant representative, it becomes 
pretty easy to put the pieces of the puzzle together to see that the tree of life was a precursor to the cross and that eating from the tree of life would 
have imparted the life of the Son into Adam’s spirit. What we see in the gospels, where Paul lives by the life of another in Galatians 2:20, is part of 
God’s ultimate intention. Thus, the tree of life would have brought Adam into the exchanged life that Paul referred to in Galatians 2:20. 
4 See my explanation under VII. Adam Was Mankind’s Covenant Representative.  
5 What we see in the New Testament, where the life of Christ is imparted into people the moment they are born again in seed form and gradually 
increases as they surrender more of their self-life, is the same type of dynamic that Adam would have likely experienced if he had eaten from the 
tree of life. Since maturity cannot be imparted and is only the result of sustained obedience, Adam, even with the life of Christ in him, would have 
had to learn obedience over time. Thus, the life of Christ would have gradually filled him unto fullness. 
6 Genesis 1:26 and Romans 8:29 go hand-in-hand. When God created Adam and Eve in His image, that didn’t mean His work was done. Far from it. 
For Adam to be conformed into the image of Christ, he would have needed to partake of the tree of life, surrendered more of his self-life, walked in 
sustained obedience, and then he would have seen a gradual increase of the Son’s life in him. Thus, God’s original intention of Genesis 1:26 would 
have been fulfilled in him. He would have been conformed into the image of the Son. 
7 Romans 8:14 describes how people with God’s Spirit in them become mature sons of God. The word for “sons” in the Greek is frequently used to 
mean a mature son who will share in the inheritance of his father. Adam would likely have needed to follow the same path that Paul highlights here 
in Romans 8:14. By following the way of the Holy Spirit in him, Adam would have been gradually conformed into the image of the Son and become 
a mature son of God, just like those born of the Spirit today. 
8 Adam was the covenant representative of humanity and whatever choice he made was imputed to mankind as if they made the same choice. Thus, 
if Adam had eaten from the tree of life, he would have become the head of a new creation of men and women with God’s life in them. 
9 The tree of life would have created a race of men and women who eventually became like the Son. Thus, the Father would have a family of sons. 
See also Rom. 8:29 and Heb. 2:10, which both show God’s original intention for sons conformed into the image of the Son. 
10 Paul made it clear in Ephesians 5:31-32 that Adam and Eve were a picture of Christ, the Bridegroom, and His church, the bride. Thus, the bride was 
part of God’s original intention. Revelation 21-22 also makes this clear. That means had Adam eaten from the tree of life, the human race would have 
become the bride of Christ. See also Rev. 19:7-9 and John 17:26, which both reveal God’s original intention for a bride for His Son. 
11 If Adam ate from the tree of life, the life-giving Spirit of Christ would have been imparted into him. He, like those born of the Spirit today, would 
have become a temple of the Holy Spirit. See 1 Cor. 6:19. 
12 See these verses which reveal God’s original intention: John 17:24-26; Rev. 14:1-5; Rev. 21-22; Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 22:5; Isa. 9:7; Phil. 4:20. 
13 Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft, Inc. and 
International Bible Translators, Inc., 2010), s.v. “perissos,” referenced from OneTouch OB-2 (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft, 2016).   
14 Thayer's Greek Lexicon, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft, Inc., 2006), s.v. “perissos,” referenced from OneTouch OB-2 (Seattle, WA: 
Biblesoft, 2016). 
15 Ibid. 
16 We know that the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was a “delight to the eyes” (Gen. 3:6). But the reason why I think it was likely that the tree 
of life was ordinary and unappealing is from studying the ways of God in Scripture. For example, Jesus could have clothed Himself with the most 
beautiful of human flesh and been born in the most respected city in the world. Instead, He chose to have an unattractive appearance and was born 
in a manager in the small city of Bethlehem amidst the stench of manure (Isa. 53:2). The Lord seems to enjoy hiding the beauty of His ways in ordinary 
and unappealing packaging to test our response. 
17 See Footnote 3 for a further explanation. 

 

                                                           


