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I. The Church Has Replaced Christ in God’s House 

a) In Colossians 2, Paul faced a similar situation that we are faced with today. In the church at Colossae, 
the believers were being seduced away from Christ by human wisdom, philosophy, the traditions of 
men, religion, the Law, and by an excessive focus on the supernatural. To curtail this deception, Paul 
brought Christ back into the center of the conversation, exhorting the Colossians to attain to “all the 
wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's 
mystery, that is, Christ Himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 
2:2-3). In Paul’s own words, he made this statement “so that no one will delude you with persuasive 
argument” (Col. 2:4). 

b) In the church at Colossae, we see a direct confrontation between the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil and the tree of life. The Colossians, having been born of the Spirit and partakers of the tree 
of life in Christ, were being seduced back to the tree of knowledge. Human reasoning and logic were 
challenging life in the Spirit, attempting to persuade and deceive many believers back to the tree of 
original sin. Moved by the burden of the Lord, Paul said, “See to it that no one takes you captive 
through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the 
elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ” (Col. 2:8). 

c) Reading through Colossians 2, Paul detailed the snares that were attempting to deceive the 
Colossians away from Christ, such as “philosophy” (literally “the love of wisdom”), “empty 
deception,” “the tradition of men,” “the elementary principles of the world,” the “shadow[s]” in the 
Law, “self-made religion” that delighted in “self-abasement,” “severe treatment of the body,” and 
abstaining from touching and tasting certain foods, and an excessive focus on the supernatural, 
including “the worship of the angels” and soulish visions. 

d) To draw the Colossians back to the person of Jesus Christ, Paul contrasted the emptiness of all 
human wisdom and soulish religion to the infinite treasures of Christ. Paul sought to break the 
deception attempting to ensnare the Colossians by explaining who Christ truly is. He showed that 
in Christ “all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form” (Col. 2:9). He revealed that Christ “is the head 
over all rule and authority” (Col. 2:10). And he expounded upon Christ’s central role in our 
redemption through His finished work on the cross (Col. 2:9-15). 

e) What we see in Colossians is repeating itself in the church today. We have exalted everything above 
the person of Jesus Christ. Sadly, the church has replaced Christ in God’s house. We’ve made Jesus 
into a doctrine and have elevated the good things of God above God Himself, including events, 
revival, miracles, God’s blessings, doctrines, the gifts of the Spirit, leadership principles, cultural 
relevance, end-time prophecy, social justice, church growth, missions, discipleship, and Israel.  

f) Rather than Christ being at the center of the church and union with His life fueling salvation, revival, 
missions, doctrines, blessings, and gifts (as shown in the first picture on the next page), the church 
has replaced Christ in God’s house and Jesus has just become a doctrine that is used to benefit the 
church’s agenda (as shown in the second picture on the next page). 
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g) Just as Paul directed the Colossians away from the good side of the tree of the knowledge by 
expounding upon the beauty of Christ, I will attempt to do the same in this session. Because the 
church has replaced Christ in God’s house, my goal in this session is to show that the eternal Son has 
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been at the center of God’s redemptive and prophetic plan since eternity past, just as we saw in the 
last session that He has always been at the center of God’s ultimate intention. We will see clearly that 
in God’s eternal purpose, in His redemptive plan, and in His prophetic plan for restoration, His goal 
is to gather together everything in heaven and earth under the headship of Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:10). 
This is the blueprint that drives everything that God does. 

II. God’s Redemptive Plan Established in Eternity Past 

a) As we begin looking at the Son at the center of redemption, let’s consider for a moment that God’s 
redemptive plan was established in eternity past in the eternal council of the Godhead. 

b) Peter said, “You were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of 
life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, 
the blood of Christ. For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in 
these last times for the sake of you” (1 Peter 1:18-20). 

c) After studying the Greek and extracting out the additional words inserted by the translators, the 
Young’s Translation might be the best translation of what the Holy Spirit was trying to communicate 
through Peter. This translation states that we were redeemed “with precious blood, as of a lamb 
unblemished and unspotted—Christ's—foreknown, indeed, before the foundation of the world, and 
manifested in the last times because of you” (1 Peter 1:19-20, YLT). 

d) The idea is that God’s redemptive plan in Christ was “foreknown before the foundation of the world.” 
As the New Living Translation put it, “God chose him as your ransom long before the world began.” 
God’s redemptive plan, therefore, was established in eternity past in the eternal council of the 
Godhead.  

e) Knowing that mankind would choose the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and the path of 
self-deification, the Father and the Son determined in eternity past that the Son would sacrifice 
Himself in order to restore humanity to God’s ultimate intention. Yet, as stated previously, salvation 
was never intended to become the end goal, as it has become in much of the church today, but the 
means to God’s ultimate intention.  

f) The picture below illustrates the connection between God’s redemptive plan and His ultimate 
intention. 
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III. The Son at the Center of God’s Redemptive Plan 

a) Just as the Son was at the center of God’s ultimate intention, He was also at the center of God’s 
redemptive plan, requiring Him to become a Man, to be crucified as the atonement for our sins, to 
become the New Covenant representative, and to be the head of a new creation of men and women 
filled with His life. Let’s look at this in more detail. 

b) The Son had to become a Man: In the eternal council, as part of God’s redemptive plan to restore 
humanity to His ultimate intention, it was determined that God the Son would become a Man. The 
eternal Son—the One who painted the night sky with the stars, put the planets into motion, 
fashioned the most beautiful paradises of the earth, shaped the majestic mountains that take our 
breath away, put the seasons in motion, created the weather patterns, and designed and formed 
every animal species—would become a Man. The One who created man with His breath of life, 
instilling all the intricate and masterfully designed parts of our being, including our brain, heart, 
organs, soul, and spirit, would become an embryo in the womb of Mary. The Creator Himself would 
became a creature. The Author would step into his own story as a character, entering the world He 
created to the stench of animals and manure. The angels who worshiped Him from eternity past, in 
the words of Sam Storms, would watch “Mary change His diapers!”1 The One who was once 
surrounded by the glorious praise of angels would be surrounded by the “lowing of cattle, the 
bleating of sheep, [and] the stammering of bewildered shepherds.”2 The One whose word upholds 
the solar systems would coo and cry, as He exchanged “the robes of eternal glory for the rags of 
swaddling clothes.”3 Without abandoning any of his deity, the eternal Son would become a man in 
all of our frailty. God’s redemptive plan, established in the eternal council, required God the eternal 
Son to assume human flesh without sacrificing any of His deity. This great mystery of mysteries, 
whereby God the Son would become fully human without ceasing to be fully divine, reveals the 
extent to which the Bridegroom would go to redeem the bride He so loves. When you look at the 
incarnation from this perspective, you can see why Paul said, “It was the Father’s good pleasure for 
all the fullness [of Deity] to dwell in Him [in bodily form]” (Col. 1:19; 2:9, emphasis mine). The Greek 
word for “good pleasure” was frequently used in legal documents, and according to Kittle, means 
that God resolved or decreed with pleasure that the fullness of deity should dwell in the body of 
Christ.4 This decree, that the eternal Son would become a Man, was made in the eternal council of 
the Godhead in eternity past.  

c) The Son established as the atoning sacrifice for our sins: In the eternal council, as part of God’s 
redemptive plan to restore humanity to His ultimate intention, it was determined that God the Son 
would be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. As we just saw, the Godhead determined before the 
foundation of the world that the blood of Christ—the blood of the spotless, blameless Lamb—would 
be the source of our redemption (1 Peter 1:19-20). Only the blood of Christ provides forgiveness, 
justification, reconciliation, and eternal redemption. The eternal council established that the Son’s 
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, and enthronement would be the basis of our 
restoration to God’s original intention. Before the foundation of the world, the Godhead determined 
that the Son’s death on the cross would be the substitute whose sacrifice would fully satisfy God and 
would restore mankind to God’s eternal purpose. 

d) The Son established as our New Covenant representative: In the eternal council, as part of God’s 
redemptive plan to restore humanity to His ultimate intention, it was determined that God the Son 
would be our New Covenant representative. Hebrews 9:15 states that Christ “is the mediator of a 
new covenant.” Though a detailed explanation of covenant is beyond the scope of this class, to be 
brief, covenants were a formal, solemn, and binding agreement that joined two parties together as 
one. In biblical days, covenants were a common way to secure alliances, pacts, and treaties. 
Covenants were often secured by a blood sacrifice and joined two parties together based upon a 
common agreement, often extending to future generations. Whenever a covenant was cut between 
two parties, a covenant representative was always selected on behalf of each group. These 
representatives entered the covenant on behalf of everyone in their party and would thus bind the 
entire group to the expectations of the covenant agreement. Everyone who belonged to a particular 
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party was considered to be "in" its representative, so that everything the representative did and 
agreed to in making the covenant would be imputed to each member of the group. Thus, whatever 
the covenant representative did and agreed to in the covenant ceremony would be reckoned to be 
true of everyone in the covenant representative’s party. Being fully God, Jesus was the covenant 
representative of the Father, and being fully man, Jesus was the covenant representative of 
humanity. Therefore, everything that belongs to us, namely our sins, was imputed to Jesus, and 
everything that belongs to Jesus, namely His righteousness, crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, 
ascension, and enthronement, was imputed to us. This imputation, established in the eternal 
council, becomes our legal position and the basis for God’s dealings with us, ultimately leading to 
our restoration to God’s eternal purpose.  

e) The Son established as the head of a new creation: In the eternal council, as part of God’s redemptive 
plan to restore humanity to His ultimate intention, it was determined that God the Son would be the 
head of a new creation. If Adam had not chosen the forbidden fruit, he would have eventually eaten 
from the tree of life, partaken of Christ’s life, and then the life of Christ would have been 
subsequently multiplied throughout the human race. When Adam sinned, however, he became the 
head of the Adamic race—a creation of fallen men and women whose spirits were dead to God, 
whose hearts were hardened, and whose body and soul were coupled together, forming what the 
Bible refers to as “the flesh” (Gal. 5:16-17). From the fall onward, mankind has been dominated by 
the flesh, as the five senses of the body, coupled together with the mind, will, and emotions of the 
soul, have determined the course of humanity. Paul referred to this creation as the old creation 
under Adam’s headship (Rom. 5:14; Rom. 6:6; 1 Cor. 15:22). Whenever anyone is born, they 
automatically belong to this Adamic race, born with a dead spirit, a hard heart, and a body coupled 
together with their soul. In the words of Jesus, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh” (John 3:6). 
The good news, however, is that in the eternal council, as part of God’s redemptive plan, the 
Godhead determined that the Son would be the head of a new creation. Paul said that Christ is “the 
firstborn from the dead” and the “firstborn of all creation” (Col. 1:15,18). When Jesus was resurrected, 
He became the firstborn Son of a new creation of men and women who would be born of the Spirit. 
This new creation, established by the New Covenant, would have a new spirit, a new heart, and the 
Spirit of Christ would dwell in them (Ezek. 36:26). The eternal council determined that the Son would 
be the head of this new creation, the only creation in God’s created order, who would have God’s 
life in them. What a beautiful plan of redemption and restoration that the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit established in the eternal council! 

IV. The Eternal Purpose of the Ages 

a) Now that we have seen the Son at the center of God’s redemptive plan, let’s look at the Son at the 
center of God’s prophetic plan. Before diving into this, however, let’s look a little closer at what Paul 
meant by God’s eternal purpose (Eph. 3:11). 

b) When Paul said, “This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ 
Jesus our Lord,” the phrase “eternal purpose” actually means “the purpose of the ages.” Thus, God’s 
ultimate intention, established in the eternal council, is the purpose that has driven every age thus 
far and will drive every subsequent age into eternity. 

c) The Greek word for “eternal” is aiōn and it signifies “time viewed in relation to what takes place in 
the period.”5 According to Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, “The force 
attaching to the word is not so much that of the actual length of a period, but that of a period marked 
by spiritual or moral characteristics.”6  

d) Based upon these definitions, aiōn or age, is an indeterminate period of time in which God has a 
specific “to-do” list. It is a period of time marked by God’s specific mission, objective, and mode of 
operation. It’s a period of time in which God seeks to achieve unique goals. 

e) Consider the following Scriptures that describe the concept of ages: 
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 “Tell us, when will these things happen, and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the 
end of the age” (Matt. 24:3): What we normally consider “the end of the world” is actually the 
end of this present age and God’s current mode of operation; 

 “That He might rescue us from this present evil age” (Gal. 1:4): The age that we presently live 
in is characterized by the reign of sin and by the rule of evil; 

 “Whose minds the god of this age has blinded” (2 Cor. 4:4, NKJV): Satan is the god who rules 
this present evil age; 

 “To whom be the glory forevermore” (Gal. 1:5): The actual translation should be “to whom 
be the glory from the ages to the ages.” This shows that there will likely be an infinite number 
of ages for eternity, where in each unique age the Lord will accomplish a specific mission or 
task in His creation; 

 “So that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:7): There are likely an infinite number of unique ages that 
will span into eternity, and when we see our role in each of these ages, we will praise God for 
His incredible grace and kindness for giving us such an amazing destiny in Christ; 

 “To bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden 
in God” (Eph. 3:9): God’s plan to gather everything under the headship of Christ was hidden 
in the past ages of history; 

 “The powers of the age to come” (Heb. 6:5): Occasionally, we are permitted to experience the 
power of God in this age, which is uniquely reserved for the age to come, when Jesus returns 
and rules from Jerusalem; 

 “The Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign forever and ever” (Rev. 22:5): Again, the 
literal translation should be “they will reign from the ages to the ages.” This shows that the 
bride of the Lamb will have kingdom authority in each of the unique ages that spans from 
the Lord’s return into eternity. 

f) In summary, the Scriptures reveal that there are distinct ages in which God has a specific mission, 
unique goals, and a predefined objective that He seeks to accomplish. This divine initiative is in 
accordance with “the purpose of the ages” that was established in God’s eternal council. It is the 
blueprint that drives all that God has done or will ever do. 

V. The Ages Revealed in Scripture 

a) Now that we understand how the Lord works in unique ages, in which He has a specific mission or 
objective that is intended to work towards the fulfillment of His ultimate intention, let’s look at the 
ages revealed in the Scriptures.  

b) Keep in mind that each of these ages are marked by God’s specific purpose and mode of operation, 
ultimately leading to the restoration of His ultimate intention.  

c) The ages revealed in Scripture are shown in the chart on the next page. 
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d) Let’s take a moment and discuss these specific ages. Understanding this will help us see how Christ 
has been at the center of the ages as God works all things after His eternal blueprint. Furthermore, 
understanding this will lay an essential foundation for the entire Lifeschool curriculum. 

e) Age of the Gentiles: The Age of the Gentiles spans from Adam to Abraham and is characterized by 
unrestrained sin. Perhaps the best description of this age is Genesis 6:5-6, which states, “Then the 
Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continually. The Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and 
He was grieved in His heart.” Until the Abrahamic Covenant, there was no hope for the continual evil 
in fallen man’s wicked heart. 

f) Age of Israel: The Age of Israel is marked by three phases: 1) The Abrahamic Covenant; 2) The Law; 
and 3) The Prophets.7  

The Abrahamic Covenant contains the promises that the Lord made to Abraham when He called 
him out of Babylon and promised him the land of Israel. This covenant has been the basis for God’s 
dealings with the nation of Israel ever since and was the foundation for the coming of the Messiah 
and the gospel. This covenant contains blessings for prosperity, healing, a blessed family, and a 
fulfilling destiny.  

The Law is the second phase of God’s unique dealings with Israel and contained the moral 
requirements for holy living, the ceremonial requirements for worshiping God, and the civil 
requirements for how the moral requirements would be executed in society.  

The Prophets are the third phase of God’s unique dealings with Israel and contained the promises 
of the coming Messiah, His suffering, His return, and His reign from Jerusalem when He makes Israel 
the praise of the earth. 

g) Gospel Transition: Jesus said, “The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John; since that time 
the gospel of the kingdom of God has been preached” (Luke 16:16). John the Baptist’s ministry 
brought a transition from the Age of Israel, characterized by the Law and the Prophets, to the 
proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Thus, the three-and-a-half-year ministry of Jesus was a 
transitional period leading to the Church Age.  

h) Church Age: God has many objectives that He seeks to accomplish during the present Church Age, 
but perhaps the most important is putting Christ in a people. As Paul said, “Christ in you” is “the hope 
of glory” (Col. 1:27). The Church Age can be characterized by Christ the King reigning in the hearts 
of His people and establishing His kingdom rule within them. Jesus said that “the kingdom of God is 
within you” (Luke 1721, NKJV). The Church Age, therefore, is about the internal kingdom being 
established within God’s people.  
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i) Prophetic Transition: As we crossover from the present Church Age to the Kingdom Age when Jesus 
returns and rules from Jerusalem, there will be a period of transition characterized by birth pains, 
worldwide peace and safety, and then by the great and terrible day of the Lord. This prophetic 
transitional period is described in the Old Testament prophets, but is most clearly seen in the book 
of Revelation. 

j) Kingdom Age: The Kingdom Age is when Jesus returns, sets up His kingdom in Jerusalem, and rules 
over the nations for one-thousand years (Rev. 20:6). Whereas the Church Age is characterized by the 
internal kingdom established within a people, the Kingdom Age will be characterized by the external 
kingdom of God extending outward from Jerusalem into the nations. This will be a time of 
unprecedented peace, prosperity, righteousness, and glory. It will be a period when heaven invades 
earth, all of God’s enemies are defeated, Satan and his demons are bound for a thousand years, and 
Jesus rules the nations with a rod of iron. In the Kingdom Age, the world will be transformed into a 
lush paradise, harmony will be restored between humanity and creation, and worship will fill the 
planet as the glory of God covers the earth like the waters cover the sea. 

k) Eternal Ages: Following the Kingdom Age, after Christ and His bride have subdued the nations, 
conquered kingdoms, and established the universal reign of the Lamb, “then comes the end, when 
He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father” after “He has abolished all rule and all authority 
and power” (1 Cor. 15:23-24). When all the nations are subjected to the Son, “then the Son Himself 
also will be subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him, so that God may be all in all” (1 
Cor. 15:28). The eternal ages begin with the creation of a new heaven, a new earth, and the new 
Jerusalem coming down from heaven to earth (Rev. 21-22). Though we know there will be specific 
ages throughout eternity, each with a unique mission and objective, these ages are still a mystery. 
Nevertheless, we do know that the bride will reign with the Lamb from the ages to the ages (Rev. 
22:5). Filled with the life of the Son and conformed into His exact likeness, the bride will be sent into 
the vastness of creation with governmental authority to expand the kingdom of God during each 
distinct age of eternity (Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 22:5; Isa. 9:7; Phil. 4:20). 

l) The main point is that God’s eternal purpose defines the ages. God’s ultimate intention, established 
in the council of the Godhead in eternity past, is the blueprint that has driven the ages of history and 
will define the ages of eternity.  

m) Just as the Son was at the center of God’s redemptive plan, He is also at the center of God’s prophetic 
plan. Specifically, the Son is at the center of the Abrahamic Covenant, the Law, the Prophets, the 
church, the transition from the Church Age to the Kingdom Age, and the ages to come. Let’s take a 
few moments to look at this. 

VI. The Son at the Center of the Abrahamic Covenant 

a) The Abrahamic Covenant, in the Lord’s own words, was a “covenant between Me and you and your 
descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant” (Gen. 17:7). This 
covenant contains some of the greatest blessings in history, such as God’s promise to bless 
Abraham, to make his name great, to give him the land of Israel, and to bless him with prosperity, 
health, destiny, a great family, success, protection from enemy attacks, and a joyful heart.8  

b) When the Lord cut covenant with Abraham, He was looking far beyond Isaac to the New Covenant 
that He would make with His Son. Paul said, “The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the 
Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, ‘All the nations will be 
blessed in you’” (Gal. 3:8). According to Paul, when the Lord made a covenant with Abraham, He was 
looking forward to the gospel.  

c) The eternal Son, prefigured by Isaac who was a type and shadow of Christ, was ultimately the One 
to whom God was making His promises (Heb. 11:17-19). Paul said, “Now the promises were spoken 
to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, ‘And to seeds,’ as referring to many, but rather to one, 
‘And to your seed,’ that is, Christ” (Gal. 3:16).  
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d) Clearly, the eternal Son is at the center of the Abrahamic Covenant and was the One to whom the 
Lord was ultimately looking toward as He spoke His blessings and promises over Abraham and his 
seed. 

VII. The Son at the Center of the Law 

a) Paul told the Colossians that “no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect 
to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day—things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; 
but the substance belongs to Christ” (Col. 2:16-17). 

b) Since the word for “substance” means “body,” Paul was basically saying, “Christ is the One who is 
casting the shadows that you see in the Law.”9 Just like our bodies cast a shadow when we’re outside 
in the bright sun, Christ was the One casting the shadows of the feasts and the sacrifices contained 
in the Law. 

c) When the Jewish people were celebrating Passover in 33 A.D., as they brought their perfect lambs 
to Jerusalem to be examined and sacrificed by the priest, Jesus, the spotless and blameless Lamb, 
was being examined by the Jewish leaders and was later sacrificed as the Passover Lamb for the sins 
of the world. When He rose from the dead three days later, Jesus fulfilled the Feast of First-Fruits by 
becoming the “first fruits of those who are asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20). And as Jews gathered from the 
surrounding nations to Jerusalem to celebrate Pentecost about a month-and-a-half later, Jesus 
baptized His disciples in the Holy Spirit and with fire. The true meaning of Pentecost is not a feast to 
be celebrated every year. Rather, it’s the reality of Christ coming into His people to take up 
permanent residence within them. Whereas Passover was Christ for us, Pentecost was Christ in us.  

d) When Jesus came the first time to tabernacle among men (John 1:14), it was a partial fulfillment of 
the Feast of Tabernacles. When Jesus returns the second time as the reigning King, He will 
completely fulfill this festival as “all the nations...go up from year to year to worship the King, the 
Lord of hosts, and to celebrate the Feast of Booths [the Feast of Tabernacles]” (Zech. 14:16).  

e) Christ is the One who was casting the shadows in the feasts of Passover, First-Fruits, Pentecost, and 
Tabernacles. The eternal Son is the substance and fulfillment of every feast of Israel. 

f) In addition, the eternal Son was the One casting the shadow of the Mosaic sacrificial system. The 
purity laws, the statues regarding the priesthood, the sacrifices, the offerings, and the instructions 
about the tabernacle and temple worship were all types and shadows that pointed to Christ. After 
reading the book of Hebrews, it’s clear that Jesus is the perfect sacrifice, the high priest of the New 
Covenant, and that He inaugurated a new method of worship in spirit and truth; therefore, all of the 
statues pertaining to the priesthood, sacrificial system, and temple in the ceremonial Law have been 
replaced by Jesus and the finished work of the cross.  

g) The eternal Son, as the One casting the shadows of the feasts, the priesthood, the temple worship, 
and the sacrifices, was plainly at the center of the Law. 

VIII. The Son at the Center of the Prophets 

a) Paul said that “Christ is all, and in all” (Col. 3:11). When you study the Old Testament Prophets, each 
of them were ultimately pointing to the eternal Son, to whom all of the promises pertained. Let’s 
look at a few Messianic prophecies to see how the Son was at the center of the Old Testament 
Prophets. 

b) The prophecy of Isaiah is thoroughly Christ-centered. From beginning to end, you see hints of the 
supremacy of Christ scattered throughout his prophetic message. Beginning in Isaiah 4:2, Isaiah said 
that the “Branch of the Lord will be beautiful and glorious” when He rules from Jerusalem during the 
Kingdom Age. Building upon this theme, he said that “your eyes will see the King in His beauty,” 
when the “majestic One, the Lord” becomes “a place of rivers and wide canals...on which no mighty 
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ship will pass” (Isa. 33:17-21). There, on Mount Zion, the eternal Son will be “judge...lawgiver...[and] 
king” (Isa. 33:22, emphasis mine). If there were any question of this Messianic King’s identity, Isaiah 
said that “a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His 
shoulders” (Isa. 9:6). This would not just be any Jewish boy, but the eternal Son incarnated, for Isaiah 
said that this child would be both the “Mighty God” and the “Eternal Father” (Isa. 9:6). As both the 
root and the offspring of David, the eternal Son would sit “on the throne of David and over his 
kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness...forevermore” (Isa. 9:7). As 
a result, “The nations will resort to the root of Jesse, who will stand as a signal for the peoples; and 
His resting place will be glorious” (Isa. 11:10).  

c) The beauty of the eternal Son incarnated is also seen in Isaiah’s prophecy of the suffering servant in 
Isaiah 53, whose substitutionary death resulted in justification for many and is producing a harvest 
of sons conformed into His image and likeness (Isa. 53-54). In addition, the eternal Son is the servant 
of Isaiah 42 in whom the Father delights, who is divinely commissioned to bring justice to the 
nations, to become a covenant for the people, to be a light that shines in the darkness, to liberate 
the captives, and to open blind eyes (Isa. 42:1-4, 6-7). Called from the womb, the eternal Son 
incarnated has a mouth “like a sharp sword” and He is “a select arrow...hidden...in His quiver” who 
will restore Israel and be the salvation that extends into the nations (Isa. 49:1-8).  

d) Let’s cut right to the chase: The only reason that Jerusalem will become the praise of the earth during 
the Kingdom Age is because Jesus Christ will be there in all of His glory (Isa. 62:7). 

e) Continuing with the Old Testament Prophets, Daniel saw the “Son of Man....given dominion, glory 
and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him. His 
dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will 
not be destroyed” (Dan. 7:13-14). Jeremiah said that the Son of David would “reign as king and act 
wisely and do justice and righteousness in the land” (Jer. 23:5). Haggai referred to the eternal Son as 
the “Desire of All Nations” to whom the people will flock during His earthly reign (Hag. 2:7, NKJV).  

f) Undoubtedly, the Old Testament Prophets are thoroughly Christ-centered, for the Father decreed 
in the eternal council of the Godhead that His Son would have the preeminence in everything. This 
blueprint of God’s eternal purpose has defined and marked the ages from creation to eternity, 
including the age when God spoke through the Old Testament Prophets. 

IX. The Son at the Center of the Church 

a) As previously stated, the Church Age is about the internal kingdom of Christ being established 
within His people. Since later sessions will look at this in detail, we won’t spend much time here 
discussing Christ at the center of the church. Nevertheless, it’s important to point out that the 
revelation of Jesus Christ is how He builds the church.  

b) Jesus said, “Upon this rock [the revelation of Jesus Christ] I will build My church; and the gates of 
Hades will not overpower it” (Matt. 16:18, emphasis mine).  

c) Jesus builds His church by revelation of Himself—not by knowledge, information, manifestation, 
human wisdom, creative eloquence, or fashionable trends. A revelation of Jesus Christ and a 
revelation of His Word is how Jesus builds His church. There is simply no other way that He builds it. 

d) Since the revelation of Jesus Christ is how the church is built and since Paul warned about building 
the church upon another foundation, you clearly see God’s ultimate intention of placing His Son at 
the center of all things in the Church Age (1 Cor. 3:10-11). 

X. The Son at the Center of the Transition to the Kingdom Age 

a) The book of Revelation contains the most details about the transition from the Church Age to the 
Kingdom Age. Though many become obsessed with the identity of the antichrist, the harlot Babylon, 
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and the four horsemen of the apocalypse, we have to understand that this end-time prophecy is 
“the revelation of Jesus Christ” (Rev. 1:1). 

b) Jesus Christ is at centerstage in the transition to the Kingdom Age. “The Lamb in the center of the 
throne” is the One at the center of end-time prophecy as God works to fulfill His ultimate intention 
(Rev. 7:17). 

c) The church is very familiar with the Jesus of Christmas, the Jesus of Easter, and the Jesus taught in 
Sunday School, but most believers don’t know the Jesus revealed in the book of Revelation. As we 
will see in a moment, Jesus Christ is no longer a baby in the manager, the man from Galilee, or even 
a broken man on the cross. He is the resurrected, glorified, and exalted Son of God.  

d) When John saw Jesus, he fell down as a dead man. John, the one who walked closer to Jesus than 
anyone in history, was so overwhelmed by the resurrected and glorified Son of God that it almost 
killed him (Rev. 1:17). As the book of Revelation makes clear, Jesus’ face shines like the sun in its 
strength, His mouth is like a sharp sword that will strike down the nations, and He is the Lion of Judah 
who is coming to take over the earth and rule the nations with a rod of iron (Rev. 1:12-18; 5:1-5; 
19:15). 

e) Reading through the book of Revelation and seeing the transition to the Kingdom Age, it’s clear that 
Jesus is a righteous judge who will purify the church with strong correction as He makes His bride 
ready (Rev. 2-3; 19:7-9). He is also the only One worthy to open the book containing God’s 
redemptive plan for the earth and to break its seven seals, which will unleash judgments that remove 
everything resisting God’s ultimate intention from being fully accomplished (Rev. 5:5). 

f) We also see Jesus as a mighty Warrior dressed for battle, who will crush the antichrist—the cruelest, 
fiercest, most ruthless dictator in history—with the mere breath of His lips (2 Thess. 2:8). He will make 
war against the ungodly nations and vanquish them completely (Rev. 19:11-16). Those who refuse 
Jesus’ amazing love, tender mercy, and eternal salvation will be destroyed by Him when He returns. 
As a mighty Warrior, Jesus will obliterate everything that opposes God’s ultimate intention. 

g) As King of kings and Lord of lords, Jesus will take His great power and begin to reign over the nations 
(Rev. 11:17; 19:16). He will overthrow evil governments, setup His kingdom in Jerusalem, and rule 
over the nations with justice and righteousness. 

h) The book of Revelation, which details the transition from the Church Age to the Kingdom Age, is 
thoroughly Christ-centered. It’s clear that God’s eternal blueprint has established Christ at the 
centerstage of end-time prophecy as He works toward the fulfillment of His ultimate intention. 

XI. The Son at the Center of the Kingdom Age 

a) When Jesus returns, He will reign from Jerusalem “for a thousand years” (Rev. 20:6). In that day, “the 
Lord will be king over all the earth” and He “will be the only one, and His name the only one” (Zech. 
14:9). Jesus, the Warrior-King, will bring low everyone who is proud and exalted and He “alone will 
be exalted in that day” (Isa. 2:17). 

b) Psalm 2 is a Messianic prophecy that accurately describes Jesus’ rule during the Kingdom Age. In this 
prophecy, we see that the Father will install His Son as King upon Mount Zion, the holy mountain of 
the Lord in Jerusalem (Ps. 2:6). As the “heir of all things,” Jesus will inherit the nations as His very own 
possession and will crush those who resist His rule with a rod of iron, shattering them like 
earthenware (Heb. 1:2; Ps. 2:8-9).  

c) Toward the end of Psalm 2, you see the thoroughly Christ-centered nature of this prophecy when 
the Lord says, “Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish in the way, when His wrath is kindled 
but a little” (Ps. 2:16, NKJV). What a beautiful command to “kiss the Son”! It’s a word that means to 
pay homage and show a public display of honor and respect.10 
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d) During the Kingdom Age, the nations will flock to Jerusalem to worship King Jesus, whose name will 
be the only name exalted during that time (Zech. 14:16). His government will extend into the farthest 
reaches of the earth and He will have the preeminence in all things.  

e) Enthroned in Jerusalem, Jesus—the Prince of Peace—will be the reason why “nation will not lift up 
sword against nation” and why the nations “never again...learn war” (Isa. 2:4). At the centerstage of 
the earth, Jesus will be the executive, judicial, and legislative branches of the nations as they stream 
to Him in order to learn of His ways, to walk in His paths, to hear His counsel, and to receive the 
administration of His justice (Isa. 2:3-4). 

f) As we have seen, the Kingdom Age will be thoroughly Christ-centered. Jesus will be at the 
centerstage of the earth during His millennial reign, for God’s eternal purpose to gather all things in 
heaven and on earth under the Lordship of His Son will be accomplished (Eph. 1:10). 

XII. The Son at the Center of All Things 

a) In summary, we clearly see that in God’s eternal council, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
established a blueprint with the Son at the center of all things.  

b) Specifically, the Son is at the center of God’s ultimate intention, His redemptive plan, and His 
prophetic plan for all ages, spanning into eternity. This blueprint drives all that God has done and 
will ever do. 

c) God’s ultimate intention is the purpose of the ages that has defined and marked the ages from 
creation to eternity. 

1 See http://www.samstorms.com/all-articles/post/incarnation-and-humanity, referenced on June 16, 2017. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 
4 Gerhard Kittel and Gerhard Friedrich, Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, Abridged in One Volume by Geoffrey W. Bromiley (Grand 
Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing, 1985), p. 273. 
5 Blue Letter Bible. "Dictionary and Word Search for aiōn (Strong's G165), Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words". Blue Letter Bible. 
1996-2012. See https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G165&t=NASB, referenced on 6/16/2017. 
6 Ibid. 
7 Several verses in the New Testament refer to the Law and the Prophets together, showing God’s mode of operation in that age (Matt. 7:12; Matt. 
22:40; Luke 16:16; Acts 13:15; Rom. 3:21). 
8 Ken Kessler, Understanding Your Inheritance in Christ (Marietta, GA: Restoration Times Publications, 2004), 153-160. 
9 Blue Letter Bible. "Dictionary and Word Search for sōma (Strong's G4983), Strong's Definitions". Blue Letter Bible. 1996-2012. See 
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G4983&t=NASB, referenced on 6/16/2017. 
10 The NASB and other translations render this word as “homage.” The definition of homage is a public display of honor or respect. 
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