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I. Why It’s Important to Study God’s Eternal Purpose 

a) I have been a software developer for over twenty years. For the first ten years, I didn’t realize the 
importance of planning before coding. As a result, many of my software projects weren’t as 
successful as they could have been. I discovered the hard way that it’s much easier to change a 
design document than it is to change code. But once I spent more time planning and designing 
before coding, the products I developed were much more successful. Now, if a project will take four 
to six months to develop, I usually will spend at least a month designing how the screens will look 
and function, the requirements for the data, and how the system will interact with other systems. 
When I’m finished planning, my design serves as a blueprint that drives all the subsequent work that 
I’ll do. 

b) In a similar way, God’s eternal purpose is the blueprint that drives all that He does. The Lord simply 
doesn’t deviate from what He established as His ultimate intention in the eternal council of the 
Godhead. 

c) Imagine a homebuilder trying to build a house without a blueprint. The finished product would be 
a disaster. Yet this is what most of the church is doing today. We’re trying to build His church without 
His blueprint. We are just copying what the church down the street is doing and hoping that God 
will bless it. That’s why studying the blueprint of God’s eternal purpose is so important. We want to 
make sure that what we build is what God really wants. Paul said to, “Find out what pleases the Lord” 
(Eph. 5:10, NIV). Don’t assume that you already know what pleases the Lord because the church 
down the street has a formula that seems to work. 

d) Paul said, “According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a 
foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. For no 
man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3:10-11). 
Paul, as a wise master builder, had tremendous insight into God’s blueprint. He had revelation of 
God’s ultimate intention and could therefore build the church in a way that pleased the Lord. This 
underscores the importance of understanding God’s blueprint, for we will fail to build what pleases 
the Lord and has an eternal impact unless we have insight into His ultimate intention. 

e) This class, God’s Eternal Purpose, is the blueprint for every other Lifeschool class. It’s the blueprint 
for understanding how to build a church that accomplishes God’s original intention. It’s the 
blueprint for understanding the foundations of the gospel. It’s the blueprint for understanding the 
bride of Christ and intimacy with Christ. It’s the blueprint for knowing how to pray. And it’s the 
blueprint for understanding end-time prophecy. 

f) When we have deep understanding of God’s eternal purpose, we will build churches that are 
structured to achieve God’s ultimate intention. We will pray in a way that accomplishes the desires 
in His heart. We will emphasize and prioritize our lives around what matters the most to the Lord. 
We will worship in way that pleases Him. And our teaching, preaching, ministry, and missions will be 
centered upon God’s original intention.  

g) Much of the church is trying to build God’s house with a blueprint that is disconnected from God’s 
original intention. The result is that we are not properly aligned with the Lord and His eternal 
purpose, and to be blunt, most of what we call successful will be burned at the judgment seat of 
Christ (1 Cor. 3:10-15). 

h) Consider the two blueprints below. 
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i) As we will see throughout this class, God’s blueprint, based upon original intention, is to place the 
Son at the center of all things, to have a creation in which the Son's life is released in fullness, to have 
a family of sons for the Father who are conformed into the Son’s image, to have a worthy bride for 
the Son who loves Him like the Father, to have a temple for the Spirit that He fully possesses, and for 
God’s inheritance, as an exact representation of Christ, to expand God’s government throughout 
creation for the endless ages to come. 

j) Contrast this with the blueprint in much of the church, where salvation is the ultimate goal. Since 
the main drive is to get more people saved, forgiven, and justified, the priority becomes revival, 
cutting-edge events and services that attract large crowds, the gifts of the Spirit, and miracles. If a 
church really wants to increase the number of decisions for Christ, they’ll talk about how much God 
wants to bless them, to give them their best life now, to prosper them, and to give them favor and 
influence so that they can fulfill their destiny.  

k) Please don’t misunderstand what I’m saying. Salvation is critical. Revival, the gifts of the Spirit, and 
miracles are important. And God is a good Father who loves to bless His children. My point is not to 
demean any of these things, but to contrast the two blueprints so that we will make the necessary 
adjustments required to be fully aligned with the Lord and His ultimate intention.  

l) Aligning with God’s blueprint, based upon His eternal purpose, will produce a people who have the 
Son’s life released in fullness within them, resulting in the Father having family of Christ-like sons, 
the Son having a worthy bride who loves Him like the Father, the Spirit having a temple that He fully 
possesses, and Christ having the first place in everything. The other blueprint, which drives much of 
the church today, will get a large number of people saved, healed, and delivered (which is good), 
but will not produce an inheritance for the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and frequently, 
glorifies the minister, the worship leader, or the church rather than Christ. 

m) View this class as homebuilders studying the details of a blueprint before building a house or as 
software developers studying the intricacies of a design plan before creating an application, for 
thinking deeply upon God’s eternal blueprint will enable church planters to build churches that 
fulfill His eternal purpose, intercessors to give birth to His ultimate intention, messengers to proclaim 
God’s eternal thought, will, and desire, and missionaries to bring the unreached onto heavenly 
ground. Studying the elaborate details of God’s eternal blueprint will help everyone—from the 
housewife to the businessman to the author to the worship leader to the videographer—to align 
their life with God’s eternal purpose and find true meaning in life. 

II. Summarizing the Eternal Council 

a) Now that we know why we are spending so much time studying God’s eternal purpose, let’s go back 
to the book of Ephesians.  

b) Whenever you read different books of the Bible, it’s always important to discern the main subject of 
the book. Once you discover the main theme, it helps you connect all the other dots, giving you the 
ability to understand what the author was trying to convey. Reading Ephesians 1, you see phrases 
such as “before the foundation of the world,” “predestined” (determined beforehand), “the mystery 
of His will”, “the counsel of His will,” and “the hope of His calling” (Eph. 1:4-5,11,18). It’s clear from the 
first chapter that Paul wants to bring us onto heavenly ground and give us God-centered 
perspective so that we align our lives with the Lord. 

c) When Paul wrote the book of Ephesians, one of his main purposes was to express that God’s eternal 
purpose, established in the eternal council of the Godhead in eternity past, is the blueprint that 
drives everything that God has done or will ever do. 

d) Let’s break apart the italicized words and consider each statement.  
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 God’s eternal purpose: In Ephesians 3:11, Paul revealed that God established an “eternal 
purpose.” This purpose was God’s ultimate intention that would be accomplished with or 
without the fall. 

 God’s eternal purpose was established in the eternal council of the Godhead in eternity past: 
In Ephesians 1:11, Paul said, “Having been predestined according to His purpose who works 
all things after the counsel of His will.” Notice the connection between “His purpose” and 
“the counsel of His will.” The word for “purpose” is the same Greek word that Paul used in 
Ephesians 3:11, which shows that Paul was connecting God’s eternal purpose with “the 
counsel of His will.” Putting this together with what we learned in Session 1 about “the 
counsel of His will,” we see that God’s eternal purpose was established in the eternal council 
of the Godhead in eternity past. 

 God’s eternal purpose is the blueprint that drives everything that God has done or will ever 
do: In Ephesians 1:11, we also see that God “works all things after the counsel of His will.” 
Notice the phrase “all things.” That means everything that God has done or will ever do is 
driven by what the Godhead established in the eternal council in eternity past. Therefore, 
God’s eternal purpose is the blueprint that drives everything that God has done or will ever 
do. 

e) Let me reiterate this important concept one more time so that it sinks in. God’s eternal purpose, 
established in the eternal council of the Godhead in eternity past, is the blueprint that drives 
everything that God has done or will ever do. This blueprint is God’s ultimate intention that 
transcends the fall of man and will be accomplished. 

III. Three Things Established in the Eternal Council 

a) The eternal council of the Godhead established three things: 1) God’s ultimate intention; 2) God’s 
plan for redemption; and 3) God’s plan for restoration. The chart below illustrates this. 

 

b) God’s Ultimate Intention: Like we discussed in Session 1, if we look at the Scriptures and extract out 
what was necessary because of the fall—such as the covenants, the finished work of the cross, 
justification, forgiveness, redemption, mercy, and restoration—we can safely determine God’s 
original intention. We have to understand that Adam’s choice to eat the forbidden fruit did not deter 
God from His original intention. Whether or not Adam fell, God’s eternal purpose to have a creation 
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filled with the life of His Son, who would be conformed into His likeness and nature and brought 
into the eternal fellowship of the Trinity as God’s inheritance, would come to pass. 

c) God’s Plan for Redemption: Because it’s impossible for God to learn anything, He obviously knew 
that Adam would chose his own independent self-life over the life of Christ contained in the fruit 
from the tree of life. Therefore, in the eternal council of the Godhead, the Father and the Son also 
established their redemptive plan that would restore humanity to His original thought, plan, and 
purpose after the fall.1 God’s redemptive plan included the Son becoming a Man, living a sinless life, 
dying on the cross for our sins, cutting a New Covenant with the Father, justifying us so that we 
would be righteous in Christ, putting His Spirit within us, and giving us a new spirit and a new heart 
as new creations in Christ. God’s redemptive plan is revealed throughout the gospels and epistles. 

d) God’s Plan for Restoration: Not only did the eternal council establish God’s redemptive plan, but also 
His prophetic plan for the “restoration of all things” (Acts 3:21).2 What we normally consider end-
time prophecy, when viewed from a heavenly perspective, is actually God’s blueprint for how He will 
accomplish His ultimate intention. Most prophecy scholars are solely focused on who the antichrist 
is, where he will come from, and how terrible the end of the age will be. While the end times will be 
the most challenging time in history and we should study the negative topics, it will also be the 
church’s finest hour as God works to fulfill His eternal purpose. God’s plan for restoration is the 
blueprint for how His ultimate intention will be fulfilled at the end of age as a remnant of God’s 
people have Christ’s life released in them in fullness, leading to the bride being made ready and 
God’s sons maturing into an exact representation of Christ (Rev. 19:7; Rom. 8:29). Not only does God’s 
plan for restoration include the preparation of the Father’s sons, the Son’s bride, and the Spirit’s 
temple, but it will also be the time when “the kingdom of the world” becomes “the kingdom of our 
Lord and of His Christ” as He showcases His great power through redemptive judgments and begins 
His reign over all the earth from Mount Zion in Jerusalem (Rev. 11:15; Zech. 14:9). This restoration 
will be God working to gather all things in heaven and earth under the headship of His Son (Eph. 1:9-
10). 

IV. The Son in First Place 

a) Now that we understand the three main components of God’s eternal council and the importance 
of knowing God’s ultimate intention, let’s discuss God’s eternal purpose to place His Son at the 
center of all things. This includes placing His Son at the center of His ultimate intention, His 
redemptive plan, and His prophetic plan. We will spend the reminder of this session looking at the 
Son at the center of God’s ultimate intention, and then in the next session, we will focus on the Son 
at the center of God’s redemptive and prophetic plan. 

b) Paul said in Ephesians 3:8-11: 

To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the 
unfathomable riches of Christ, and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery 
which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things; so that the manifold wisdom 
of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in 
the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

c) This verse is packed with powerful revelation. First, notice Paul’s commission “to preach...the 
unfathomable riches of Christ.” Everything that Paul describes in the following verses flows out of 
His revelation of the unfathomable riches of Christ. The Greek word for “unfathomable” means “not 
tracked out...untraceable, past finding out, unsearchable.”3 Various versions of the Bible translate 
this verse as “the unsearchable riches of Christ,” “the endless treasures” of Christ, “the boundless 
riches of Christ,” “the incalculable riches of the Messiah,” and “the untraceable riches of the Christ” 
(NKJV, NLT, NIV, HCSB, and YLT). Given that the riches of Christ are far beyond the human brain’s 
ability to comprehended by reasoning, logic, and intelligence, this mystery can only be known by 
revelation. 
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d) Not only was Paul commissioned to preach the infinite treasures of Christ, he was also called “to 
bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who 
created all things.” Paul’s two-fold mandate was to reveal the mystery of Christ and God’s masterplan 
to “gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth” 
(Eph. 1:10, NKJV). This is “in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus 
our Lord” (Eph. 3:11). 

e) In the eternal council of the Godhead in eternity past, the Father and the Son established their 
eternal purpose that everything in heaven and on earth would be gathered under the headship of 
the Son (Eph. 1:9-10). Together, they determined that the Son would be at the center of God’s great 
eternal purpose so “that in all things He may have the preeminence” and the “first place in 
everything” (Col. 1:18, NKJV and NASB). 

V. A Revelation of the Eternal Son 

a) As we begin looking at the Son at the center of God’s ultimate intention, we first need a revelation 
of the eternal Son, before He was Jesus. 

b) Most of us only know Jesus of Nazareth, though some are familiar with the resurrected, ascended, 
enthroned, and glorified Jesus revealed in the book of Revelation. Though vital revelations of Christ, 
if we want a fuller, deeper, and richer understanding of Christ, we must go back to eternity past, 
before creation, to when it was only the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Going back in time to 
when it was only God, we see that the Son is the beginning, that He was hidden in the Father's heart 
and has always been the object of the Father’s affection, that He and the Father have always had an 
inseparable union, and that He is the radiance of God’s glory, the exact representation of the Father’s 
nature, and the embodiment of all wisdom and knowledge. Let’s look at this in more detail. 

c) The Son is the beginning: Paul said that Christ “is the beginning” (Col. 1:18). This does not mean the 
Son of God had a beginning, but that when you go back in time before the foundation of the world 
and the creation of the angels, heaven, and the throne, the uncreated Son had no beginning. In 
eternity past, the eternal Son “was with the Father” and “was from the beginning” (1 John 1:1-2). 
That is why the incarnate Son, Jesus Christ, could tell the Pharisees, “Before Abraham was born, I am” 
(John 8:58). It’s also the reason why Isaiah saw the glory of the eternal Son, enthroned and radiating 
the Father’s glory, over seven-hundred years before Jesus of Nazareth was born (John 12:41; Isa. 6:1). 
John said, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God” (John 1:1-2). 

d) The Son was hidden in the Father’s heart: John said, “No one has seen God at any time; the only 
begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him” (John 1:18). The eternal Son 
was hidden “in the bosom”—or the heart—of the Father in eternity past. If we were somehow able 
to go back in time before creation, when it was only God dwelling in approachable light, we would 
not have seen the Son, for He was hidden inside of the Father’s heart. Paul alludes to the Son’s 
hiddenness when he says “the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God” and the “hidden 
wisdom which God predestined before the ages to our glory” (Eph. 3:9; 1 Cor. 2:7). For billions of 
years in eternity past, the uncreated Son was inside of the Father’s heart, hidden away in the secret 
place of intimacy and love. 

e) The Son has always been the object of the Father’s affection: Jesus said, “You loved Me before the 
foundation of the world” (John 17:24). In eternity past, the Father burned with affection, rejoiced 
with ecstatic joy, overflowed with pleasure, and delighted deeply in His Son. Paul referred to Christ 
as “His beloved Son” or “the Son of His love” (Col. 1:13, NASB and NKJV). Jonathan Edwards said, “The 
infinite happiness of the Father consists in the enjoyment of His Son.”4 The Father’s love for Jesus is 
not rooted in mercy or compassion, as if He had to lower His standards to one who was unworthy. 
As John Piper said, 
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When we say that God loves the Son, we are not talking about a love that is self-denying, 
sacrificial, or merciful. We are talking about a love of delight and pleasure. God is not 
stooping to pity the underserving when he loves the Son. He is well-pleased with his Son. 
His soul delights in the Son! When he looks at his Son he enjoys and admires and cherishes 
and prizes and relishes what he sees. The first great pleasure of God is his pleasure in the 
Son.5 

As the Father gazed upon His Son in eternity past and beheld the excellencies of His beauty, glory, 
and nature—the perfect balance of infinite majesty and transcendent meekness, infinite glory and 
transcendent humility, infinite justice and transcendent grace, deepest reverence toward God and 
equality with God, submission to the Father and absolute dominion, self-sufficiency and entire 
reliance upon God—we can imagine the Father erupting with shouts of joy, “This is My beloved Son 
in whom I am well-pleased.”6 

f) The Son was one with the Father: Jesus said, “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30). This union 
between Jesus and the Father didn’t occur after the incarnation. Reading through John 17, you see 
that the Father and the Son’s inseparable union spanned back into eternity past (John 17:10, 21, 24). 
What we see in the incarnation of Jesus was merely a continuation of the intimacy that the Father 
and the Son shared for the billions and billions of years of the past eternal ages. Jesus said, “The 
Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself is doing” (John 5:20). In response, 
“Whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner” (John 5:19). What a 
beautiful, unbreakable union of intimacy that the Father and the Son have always shared! Jesus said, 
“All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; 
nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him” 
(Matt. 11:27). The inseparable intimacy and union between the Father and the Son since eternity 
past was manifested and revealed throughout Jesus’ ministry. That’s why Jesus could say, “The 
Father abiding in Me does His works....In that day you will know that I am in My Father” (John 
14:10,20). The only time that the Father and the Son have ever been separated since eternity past 
was during those dark hours on the cross, when Jesus cried out, “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken Me?” (Matt. 27:46). No words could adequately describe the Father and the Son’s eternal 
union and intimacy. 

g) The Son is the radiance of God’s glory: The Father’s glory shines through the face of the Son. Paul 
described it as “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6). 
Hebrews 1:3 states that the Son “is the radiance of His glory.” That means the Father’s glory radiates 
outward through the Son, for He embodies, expresses, and shines forth the glory of the Father. 

h) The Son is the exact representation of the Father’s nature: In the words of Paul, the Son is “the image 
of the invisible God” (Col. 1:15). He is “the exact representation of His nature” (Heb. 1:3). That’s why 
Jesus could honestly tell Philip, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). The eternal 
Son has always been an exact representation of the Father. 

i) The Son is coequal with the Father: Describing the humility of Jesus, Paul said that the eternal Son 
“existed in the form of God” and was “equal with God” (Phil. 2:6, NASB and NKJV). The word equal 
suggests “being the same in quantity, size, degree, or value” and is “a person or thing considered to 
be the same as another in status or quality.”7 Thus, the eternal Son is not less than the Father, but is 
coequal with the Father’s essence, nature, glory, and beauty. 

j) The Son is the embodiment of all wisdom and knowledge: Paul said that hidden within Christ are 
“all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col 2:2-3). The eternal, uncreated, fully divine Son has 
never been informed of anything, has never needed to consult with anyone, has never needed to 
seek understanding, has never learned anything, and could never be taught by anyone (Isa. 40:13-
14). Even if all the brilliant minds since the creation of the world were able to gather together, they 
would not be able to tell Christ something that He doesn’t already know. Because the Son is the 
embodiment of all wisdom and knowledge, having “a true knowledge of” Him results in “the full 
riches of complete understanding” (Col. 2:2-3, NASB and NIV). 
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VI. The Son at the Center of God’s Ultimate Intention 

a) Having laid a foundation of who the eternal Son is, let’s look at the Son at the center of God’s ultimate 
intention. 

b) In the eternal council, the Godhead decided that the Son would be the creator of all things, the Way 
to the Father, the Truth and embodiment of God’s Word, the Life that would be imparted into 
humanity, the pattern to which humanity would be conformed, the seed who would multiply into a 
family of sons for the Father, the Bridegroom who would have a bride burning with the Father’s love 
for Him, and the Lord of lords and King of kings. Let’s look at this in more detail. 

c) The Son established as the Creator: In the eternal council, the Father and the Son decided that the 
Son would be the Creator of the universe. Speaking of Christ, Paul said, “For by Him all things were 
created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him” (Col. 1:16). When you 
consider the wisdom and order of the universe—from the tiniest atom to the vast solar systems, 
from the annoying sand gnats that swarm in your face in the summer heat to the majestic Himalayas 
that peak 24,000 feet into the South Asia skies, from the complex food chain that nourishes and 
sustains animals and humans to the miracle of childbirth—you stand in awe of the infinite wisdom 
and knowledge of the Son who created all things. Just think about the intricacy of how the human 
body and brain somehow coordinate perfectly with one another. Consider the combined number 
of hours that doctors have studied the human body for over 6,000 years and that they are still 
learning new things every day about what took the Son just a moment to create. Contemplate the 
complexity of the creation, those things that we now take for granted, such as the “redness of the 
rising sun, and the roundness of the moon, and the whiteness of the snow, the wetness of rain, the 
blueness of the sky, the buzzing of bumble bees, the stitching of crickets, the invisibility of wind, the 
unconscious constancy of heart and diaphragm, the weirdness of noses and ears, the number of the 
grains of sand on a thousand beaches, the never-ceasing crash crash crash of countless waves, and 
ten million kingly-clad flowers flourishing and withering in woods and mountain valleys where no 
one sees but God.”8 When you realize that the Son created all of this with just a few small phrases, 
when He said “let there be light,” “let the earth sprout vegetation,” and “let the waters teem with 
swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth,” just who is He (Gen. 1:3-20)? As Job 
said, the complexity and order of creation are but “the mere edges of His ways” (Job 26:14). The 
author of Hebrews said that “in these last days [God] has spoken to us in His Son...through whom 
also He made the world” and that the Son is the one who “upholds all things by the word of His 
power” (Heb. 1:2-3). By the Son’s word, the sun and the earth remain at the perfect distance from 
one another, keeping us from overheating or freezing. By the Son’s word, the earth continues 
rotating at a tilt of 23.5 degrees, allowing the seasons, with its associated fluctuations in weather, to 
keep yielding the maximum amount of farmable lands around the world. As Paul said, “In Him all 
things hold together” (Col. 1:17). 

d) The Son established as the Way to the Father: In the eternal council, the Son was established as the 
Way to the Father (John 14:6). No matter how good, righteous, or holy someone might be, they 
simply cannot come to the Father but through the Son. This was established in the eternal council 
of the Godhead and it will never be altered in the slightest. No amount of human compassion, 
human goodness, charity, self-deprecation, good works, sacrifice, or prayer can bring a person to 
the Father. The Son is the Way to the Father and the only One that can bring us into the eternal 
fellowship that the Trinity has enjoyed forever. 

e) The Son established as the Truth: In the eternal council, the Son was established as the Truth and 
embodiment of God’s Word (John 14:6). In the Son, all of God’s treasures of wisdom, knowledge, 
truth, council, ways, purposes, and plans are fully embodied. The eternal Son’s “name is called The 
Word of God” (Rev. 19:13). The entire Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, is a progressive revelation of 
the Son, for “the volume of the book it is written of” Him (Heb. 10:7). Jesus told the most ardent 
biblical scholars of His day, “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have 
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eternal life; it is these that testify about Me” (John 5:39). The Scriptures are not meant to be our god 
but to point us to the Son of God, who is the Word and the full embodiment of the truth. The Bible 
was not given to fill us with the knowledge of history or to recount the displays of God’s power from 
the past. It was given to lead us to the Son, of whom Genesis to Revelation testify. Perhaps the 
greatest example of this is when Christ preached Christ to the disciples on the road to Emmaus. Luke 
records that “beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things 
concerning Himself in all the Scriptures” (Luke 24:27). As Christ revealed Himself in the Torah, the 
Psalms, and the Prophets, He likely showed them that He was the Creator, the seed of Abraham to 
whom the promises were made, the substance behind the shadows of the feasts, the sacrifices, and 
the temple service, and the promised Messiah who would be incarnate in the womb of a virgin, die 
for the sins of the world, be resurrected, and come again in glory. When Christ was finished 
preaching what has to be the greatest sermon in history, the disciples’ “hearts [were] burning within” 
them (Luke 24:32).  

f) The Son established as the Life: In the eternal council, the Son was established as the Life who would 
fill humanity with the fullness of His indestructible life (John 14:6; Heb. 7:16). Jesus didn’t become 
the Life when He was incarnated. He’s been the Life for eternity. John said, “What was from the 
beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and 
touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life—and the life was manifested, and we have 
seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested 
to us” (1 John 1:1-2). Notice that “the life was manifested.” That means the Son, who has always been 
the Life, was incarnated in human flesh. He is the “Word of Life” that came “down out of heaven, and 
gives life to the world” (John 6:33). The Son has always been the Life, but in the eternal council, it 
was established that the Son would be the Life who would be imparted into humanity, filling men 
and women with the life of the Son, ultimately leading to the fullness of Christ in a people. Like John 
said, “He who has the Son has the life” (1 John 5:12). In the garden, when God gave humanity the 
choice to eat from the tree of life, it was the Son’s life that was contained in the fruit. If Adam had 
eaten from the tree of life, then the life of the Son would have been imparted to him and then 
subsequently multiplied throughout the human race. We know what happened, but thankfully, the 
fall did not deter God from His original intention of placing the Son’s life into mankind, for the Son 
was forever established as the tree of life, the bread of life who gives life to the world, the life-giving 
Spirit who would be imparted into humanity, the light of life shining in the darkness, and the 
resurrection and the life who gives life to the dead (John 6:35; 1 Cor 15:45; John 8:12; John 11:25). 
You can see God’s eternal purpose clearly when Jesus said that He “came that they may have life, 
and have it abundantly” (John 10:10).  

g) The Son established as the pattern to which humanity would be conformed: In the eternal council, 
the Son was established as the blueprint to which humanity was destined to be molded and shaped. 
Paul revealed this when he wrote, “He also predestined [us] to become conformed to the image of 
His Son” (Rom. 8:29). Like we saw in Session 1, the word “predestined” means that God established 
His ultimate destiny for the human race before the foundation of the world. God’s predetermined 
destiny that He offers to all mankind is to become an exact representation of the Son. God’s eternal 
purpose is that we would have the Son’s lamb-like nature in us. That we would be humble, meek, 
tender, selfless, generous, and sacrificial. That we would embrace the cross-life as the way of life, 
continually laying ourselves down in sacrificial love, allowing death to work in us so that life can work 
in others. The Son is the pattern and the blueprint to which humanity was destined to be molded 
and shaped. We even see this in the creation of mankind, when the Father and the Son said, “Let Us 
make man in Our image, according to Our likeness” (Gen. 1:26). Whose image and likeness was 
mankind to be patterned after? It was the image of the Son, which God established as the blueprint 
for all humanity. When God created mankind, the creative act did not conform man into the image 
of Christ, for it was merely the first step toward His ultimate intention. Full conformity into the image 
and likeness of the Son would require the impartation of the Son’s life into humanity—either 
through the fruit from the tree of life, or if man fell, through the finished work of the cross. The main 
point, however, is that God’s ultimate intention is to mold and shape us into the image of His Son. 
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h) The Son established as the seed who would multiply into a harvest of sons: In the eternal council, 
the Son was established as “the firstborn among many brethren” (Rom. 8:29). Obviously, this doesn’t’ 
mean that the Son was born, but that He would be the first Son—a seed who would multiply into a 
harvest of Christ-like sons. This plan, according to Paul, was “predestined” (Rom. 8:29). Knowing the 
meaning of “predestined” in the Greek, we see that the Father’s plan to have a family of sons was 
determined before the foundation of the world—or in the words of Paul, it was based upon “the 
eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord” in the eternal council of the Godhead 
(Eph. 3:11). Paul reiterates this ultimate intention when he said, “He predestined us to adoption as 
sons through Jesus Christ to Himself” (Eph. 1:5). In God’s eternal council, the Son was established 
forever as the seed who would multiply into a harvest of sons—men and women who would be 
conformed into the exact image and nature as the eternal Son. We see the Son as the seed of a 
harvest of future sons in the great Messianic prophecy of the suffering servant, when Isaiah said, “If 
He would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring” (Isa. 53:10). The Hebrew word 
for “offspring” means “seed.”9 It was prophesied that Jesus’ atonement on the cross would produce 
a multiplication of His seed in a people, ultimately leading to a harvest of sons, when at the end of 
the age, the “sons of the desolate one will be more numerous than the sons of the married woman” 
(Isa. 54:1). This full harvest of Christ-like sons will “possess nations and resettle the desolate cities” 
when Jesus reigns on the earth for one-thousand years (Rev. 20:6). We also see the Son as a seed of 
a future harvest right before Jesus’ crucifixion, when He said, “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the 
earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit” (John 12:24). Jesus, as a seed of 
wheat, gave His life to produce a bountiful harvest of wheat, which He said were “the sons of the 
kingdom” that would come to full maturity during the “harvest” at “the end of the age” (Matt. 38-
39). It has always been the Father’s ultimate intention to bring “many sons to glory” with or without 
the fall.  

i) The Son established as the Bridegroom: In the eternal council, the Son was established as the 
Bridegroom who would have a bride burning with the Father’s love for Him. In Ephesians 1:17-18, 
Paul encouraged us to pray for a revelation of God’s “inheritance in the saints” (Eph. 1:18). As already 
stated, God’s inheritance consists of the Father having a family of Christ-like sons, the Spirit having 
a temple that He fills unto fullness, and the Son having a bride. It’s no coincidence, as Paul sought to 
unravel the mystery of God’s great eternal purpose, that he brings up the subject of the bride of 
Christ in Ephesians 5:22-33, for the Son was established as the Bridegroom in the eternal council of 
eternity past. John the Baptist said, “He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the 
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice” (John 
3:29). Jesus didn’t become the Bridegroom during His earthly ministry. Rather, God’s eternal purpose 
established the Son as a Bridegroom forever. Regardless of the fall, God’s ultimate intention has 
always been to provide His Son a worthy bride who is filled with His life, conformed into His image, 
and is an exact representation of His nature. God’s eternal purpose established the Son as a 
Bridegroom who would be joined forever to a people in union with His life and burning with the 
same love that the Father had for Him in eternity past (John 17:26).  Paul Billheimer, in his book 
Destined for the Throne, said, “Creation has no other aim. History has no other goal. From before the 
foundation of the world until the dawn of eternal ages God has been working toward one grand 
event, one supreme end—the glorious wedding of His Son, the marriage supper of the Lamb.”10 
When Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for 
his son,” He was heralding what the Godhead established as the eternal purpose for the ages. And 
when the bride finally makes herself ready at the end of the age and “the marriage of the Lamb has 
come,” what God purposed in eternity past will finally be realized (Rev. 19:7-9). The Bridegroom will 
have a worthy bride! 

j) The Son established as Lord of lords and King of kings: The eternal council established the Son as 
the Lord of lords and King of kings. As we’ve already seen, Paul said he was called to “bring to light 
what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all 
things....This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our 
Lord” (Eph. 3:9-11). Notice carefully that “the eternal purpose” is “the administration of the mystery.” 
If all we had to go by was this passage of Scripture, this would remain a mystery because it’s unclear 
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what Paul is saying. However, if we cross-reference this passage with Ephesians 1:10, where Paul 
described this “administration” in detail, we see that it’s all about “summing up...all things in Christ, 
things in the heavens and things on the earth.” Therefore, putting these two verses together, we see 
that God’s eternal purpose is to sum up all things in Christ. With this in mind, let’s take a deeper look 
at the word “summing up,” which is the Greek word anakephalaioō. The Greek word anakephalaioō 
is derived from ana meaning “up” and kephale meaning “a head.”11 Digging a little deeper, kephale 
refers to “anything supreme, chief, or prominent” such as a “master lord.”12 Thus, the word 
anakephalaioō refers to the gathering together of all things in heaven and earth under the headship 
or Lordship of Christ. In short, God’s eternal purpose established the Son as the Lord and King of the 
universe. That’s why Jesus has a name written on His robe and thigh, “King of kings, and Lord of 
lords” (Rev. 19:16). The Son was established in the eternal council as the preeminent One to whom 
every knee will bow—both in heaven, on earth, and under the earth—and every tongue will confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father (Phil. 2:9-11). According to God’s eternal 
purpose, Jesus Christ has “the name which is above very name”, “not only in this age but also in the 
one to come” (Phil. 2:9; Eph. 1:21). As Paul said, “He is the head over all rule and authority” (Col. 2:10). 

1 I will prove this with Scripture in the next session. 
2 I will prove this with Scripture in the next session. 
3 Blue Letter Bible. "Dictionary and Word Search for anexichniastos (Strong's G421), Strong's Definitions". Blue Letter 
Bible. 1996-2012. See https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G421&t=NASB, referenced 
on 6/8/2017. 
4 John Piper, The Pleasures of God (Portland, OR: Multnomah Press, 1991), p. 31. 
5 Ibid., p. 31. 
6 Inspired by Piper, The Pleasures of God, p. 27. 
7 From a Google search for “equal definition”, referenced on June 10, 2017. 
8 Piper, The Pleasures of God, p. 95. 
9 Blue Letter Bible. "Dictionary and Word Search for zera (Strong's H2233), Strong's Definitions". Blue Letter Bible. 
1996-2012. See https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs= H2233&t=NASB, referenced on 
6/8/2017. 
10 Paul E. Billheimer, Destined for the Throne (Fort Washington, PA: Christian Literature Crusade, 1975), pp. 25-26. 
11 Blue Letter Bible. "Dictionary and Word Search for anakephalaioō (Strong's G346), Vine's Expository Dictionary of 
New Testament Words". Blue Letter Bible. 1996-2012. See 
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G346&t=NASB, referenced on 6/8/2017. 
12 Blue Letter Bible. "Dictionary and Word Search for kephale (Strong's G2776), Outline of Biblical Usage". Blue Letter 
Bible. 1996-2012. See https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G2776&t=NASB, referenced 
on 6/8/2017. 

                                                           


