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I. Followers of the Lamb 

a) After an in-depth study of God’s ultimate intention, I’ve discovered that Revelation 14:1-5 is one of 
the best summaries of God’s eternal purpose. This passage reveals God’s ultimate intention fulfilled 
in a people who are fully aligned with His eternal plan. In these five verses, we are shown a beautiful 
picture of the eternal council of the Godhead coming full circle at the end of the age. After patiently 
waiting thousands of years since His blueprint was conceived in the eternal councils of eternity past, 
the Father’s and the Son’s dream is finally realized in a remnant “who follow the Lamb wherever He 
goes” (Rev. 14:4).  

b) With this in mind, read what John wrote: 

Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one 
hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written on 
their foreheads. And I heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many waters and like the 
sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on 
their harps. And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures 
and the elders; and no one could learn the song except the one hundred and forty-four 
thousand who had been purchased from the earth. These are the ones who have not been 
defiled with women, for they have kept themselves chaste. These are the ones who follow 
the Lamb wherever He goes. These have been purchased from among men as first fruits to 
God and to the Lamb. And no lie was found in their mouth; they are blameless (Rev. 14:1-5). 

c) Notice that “the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion.” In Sessions 2-3, we saw that the eternal Son 
was destined, in the blueprint from eternity, to be the centerpiece of everything that God does. Jesus 
Christ is at the center of God’s ultimate intention, God’s plan for redemption, and God’s plan for 
restoration. Jesus was appointed to have the first place and the preeminence in everything. In the 
eternal council, Jesus was established as the Creator, the Way, the Truth, the Life, the pattern to 
which humanity would be conformed, the atoning sacrifice for our sins, the head of a new creation, 
and the center of the Abrahamic Covenant, the Law, and the Prophets. Jesus is the head of the 
church and He is coming again to be the only name that is exalted during the Kingdom Age. Here, 
in the fulfillment of God’s eternal purpose, we see Jesus—the Lamb of God slain before the 
foundation of the world—at centerstage on heavenly Mount Zion. It’s truly all about Jesus and this 
is clearly revealed as we see God’s ageless purpose accomplished at the end of the age. 

d) Next, we see those who are with the Lamb. These are described as the “one hundred and forty-four 
thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads….These have 
been purchased from among men as first fruits to God and to the Lamb.” Before going further, let 
me reiterate that the number 144,000 should not be interpreted literally any more than the Lamb. 
As noted in Session 9, this number symbolizes a remnant who have the fullness of Christ’s 
government. This remnant is branded with the Father’s and the Son’s names on their foreheads, 
indicating that they are God’s inheritance. As we saw in Sessions 7-9, this remnant fully submitted 
to the child-training work of the Holy Spirit and became the adopted sons of God who were placed 
into Christ’s eternal inheritance. As a result, this corporate son, this mature man, inherits eternal 
intimacy, eternal authority, and eternal glory. Furthermore, as we saw in Session 11, this remnant is 
also the bride who made herself ready for her Bridegroom. While the Bridegroom delayed, these 
wise virgins used the extra time to make their own wedding dress through righteous acts of 
obedience and they bought extra oil for their lamps by pressing in to know their Bridegroom 
intimately in the secret place. This company is God’s inheritance—a family of sons for the Father and 
an equally-yoked bride for the Son. This is confirmed by the statement that they “have been 
purchased from among men as first fruits to God and to the Lamb.” 

e) This remnant is also an army of worshipers, as we see in the statement, “And I heard a voice from 
heaven, like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I 
heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps. And they sang a new song before the 
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throne and before the four living creatures and the elders; and no one could learn the song except 
the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had been purchased from the earth.” This remnant 
doesn’t just worship; they are worshipers at the core of their being. Their entire heart and soul are 
fully yielded to the indwelling Spirit. When the music faded and all the props were taken away, this 
remnant still ministered to the Lord when no one was watching. When the fancy lights, the smoke 
machines, and the talented bands weren’t around to stimulate their emotions, this worshiping army 
still pressed in to know the Lord in the secret place, fully satisfied to please an audience of one. There 
was no hypocrisy in their worship, for their lips and lives were fully aligned. This holy priesthood was 
not content to sing about the Lord in the outer court; their hunger drove them into the holy of holies, 
where they ministered to the Lord face-to-face in deep intimacy. As we saw in Session 10, this 
company is the inheritance of the Holy Spirit. That is, they are the temple that He fills, the spiritual 
house in which He dwells, and the body that He possesses unto full Christ-like maturity. These are 
the spiritual priests after the order of Melchizedek, the sons of Zadok, who are permitted to minister 
to the Lord in the blazing fire of His holiness on heavenly Mount Zion. What a beautiful picture of 
corporate fullness! These individual living stones yielded entirely to the indwelling Spirit, allowed 
Him to fill them unto fullness, and were fit together with other living stones into God’s spiritual 
house. 

f) Next, we are allowed a glimpse into the lifestyle of these worshipers, as revealed by the statement: 
“These are the ones who have not been defiled with women, for they have kept themselves chaste. 
These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes….And no lie was found in their mouth; 
they are blameless.” These were not conference groupies who went from one conference to another, 
following their favorite speakers, authors, and worship bands. Nor were they once-a-week 
worshipers, who lived for themselves throughout the week, but worshiped for an hour on Sunday 
so they could experience a spiritual high that made them feel better. No, this remnant are worshipers 
because of their obedient lifestyle, their surrender, their abandonment to God, and their passion for 
Him. They are not worshipers because they sang loud, shouted, clapped, danced, raised their hands, 
or exclaimed hallelujah! Rather, they are worshipers because they fully embraced the cross. As we 
saw in Sessions 5-6, these worshipers have not just experienced the finished work of the cross; they 
have also embraced the way of the cross and put to death their self-life so that the fullness of Christ’s 
life could be released from their spirit into their heart and soul. This remnant learned the secret of 
abiding in Christ, gaining Christ in their soul, and knowing God through the indwelling Spirit. As a 
result, this rare breed of believers are forever branded as those “who follow the Lamb wherever He 
goes.” In their short life on earth, they obeyed God fully, even unto death, if necessary. Because they 
fully embraced the way of the cross, the Lamb’s nature was formed within them, making them pure, 
holy, and blameless. This remnant loves the truth and always speaks the truth, no matter the cost. 
There’s no lie in their mouth, nor the slightest exaggeration that advances their selfish agenda. These 
were not defiled by sexual immorality nor were they entangled in the ways of the world.  

g) From heaven’s perspective, this remnant is not a radical fringe or an elite set of super-Christians who 
line the walls of heaven’s hall of fame. In God’s eyes, this rare breed simply lived the normal Christian 
life. They made God’s eternal purpose their life purpose. They fully embraced the way of their cross 
in their soul and were reconstituted into the nature of the Lamb from the core of their being to the 
outer circumference of their soul. These embody the Lamb’s meekness, humility, love, obedience, 
and self-sacrifice. They are forever known in heaven as those who went all the way with God, as those 
fully aligned with God’s eternal purpose. They are the reason why God created the world. 
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II. God’s Eternal Purpose Summarized 

a) Though Revelation 14:1-5 is an excellent summary of God’s eternal purpose, let me summarize it 
once more so that we are crystal clear. The table below summarizes what we have seen so far in this 
class. 

Session God’s Eternal Purpose 

2-3 The eternal Son would be at the center of all things, including God’s ultimate 
intention, redemptive plan, and His plan for restoration. 

4 The Son’s life would be implanted within humanity, making mankind the one-and-
only creation among God’s entire created order, to have God’s life within them. 

6 The Son’s life would be released in fullness within His people through the way of the 
cross, which breaks the self-life and allows the Spirit to be released fully into our 
heart and soul. 

7 The Father’s inheritance would be a family of Christ-like sons who have been 
conformed into the image of His beloved Son. 

8 The Father would place His mature, Christ-like sons into Jesus’ inheritance, allowing 
them to have eternal intimacy, eternal authority, and eternal glory. 

9 God’s inheritance would be finalized at the end of the age through the first-fruits 
harvest and the final and ultimate ingathering. 

10 The Holy Spirit’s inheritance would be a temple that He fills, a spiritual house in 
which He dwells, and a body that He possesses and brings to maturity. 

11 The Son’s inheritance would be an equally-yoked bride whom He loves with all of 
His heart and who loves Him with the very love of the Father. 

III. God’s Eternal Purpose Is the Standard 

a) After seeing God’s eternal purpose revealed throughout this class and after seeing God’s eternal 
purpose fulfilled in Revelation 14:1-5, we need to understand that God’s eternal purpose is the 
measurement for success. God’s ultimate intention is the plumb line that determines whether or not 
our lives, churches, or ministries have accomplished what God was truly after. 

b) Paul made this point in Ephesians 4:13, stating, “The measure of the stature which belongs to the 
fullness of Christ.” The Greek word for “measure” is metron and it can mean “a measuring rod; 
proverbially, the rule or standard of judgment.”1 In other words, the Lord measures success or failure 
by Christ and Christ alone. The Godhead wants nothing less than the fullness of Christ released in 
and through His corporate people who are joined together as living stones.  

c) In God’s eyes, success is determined by whether or not Christ is at the center of all that we are and 
do; by whether or not Christ’s life is released in fullness; by whether or not Christ is formed in a local 
church functioning as Christ’s body in the earth; and by whether or not the Father has a family of 
Christ-like sons, the Son has an equally-yoked bride, and the Spirit has a temple that He fills, a house 
in which He dwells, and a body that He possesses. In short, God’s measuring rod of success is 
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whether or not His eternal purpose was accomplished in our lives, in our churches, in our ministries, 
and in the global body of Christ.  

d) In the church today, carnal man in his wisdom and pride measures success by buildings, budgets, 
bishops, and baptisms. The bigger the building, the bigger the budget, the bigger influence of the 
bishop, and the bigger the baptisms the more successful we are. In today’s church culture, we 
applaud the leaders and churches who are on the cutting-edge of technology and relevance, who 
have the largest crowds, the coolest buildings, the best music, the most influential conferences, and 
who generate the most money. This has created a rock-star culture of celebratory pastors and 
musicians who are followed like American idols. We must never forget the stinging words of the 
Lord Jesus Christ who said, “That which is highly esteemed among men is detestable in the sight of 
God” (Luke 16:15). The NKJV uses the word “abomination.” That’s strong language. Let Jesus’ 
warning sink in: What many admire and deem successful, even in the church, could very well be an 
affront to Him. This should cause all of us to pause, in the fear of the Lord, and consider our ways. 
Are we building a church or ministry that Jesus thinks is detestable and an abomination?  

e) Full alignment to God’s eternal purpose is our only hope before the judgment seat of Christ. That’s 
why Paul warned us, “Be careful how [you build]” (1 Cor. 3:10). Let that apostolic warning resonate 
for a moment. Be careful how you build! The slightest selfish motives—such as wanting the praises 
of men, wanting to grow at any cost, or refraining from speaking the truth because we don’t want 
to be unpopular—can cause our work to incinerated at the judgment seat of Christ. Never forget the 
rule of the airplane. If you are one degree off course flying from New York to Los Angeles, you will 
miss your destination by fifty miles. Likewise, the slightest motive not aligned with God’s eternal 
purpose can derail us for eternity. Therefore, be careful how you build! 

f) Paul offered us wise advice when he said, “According to the grace of God which was given to me, 
like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be 
careful how he builds on it. For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3:10-11). Paul was a wise master builder because he built upon Christ—the 
centerpiece of God’s eternal purpose. If we build a church, a ministry, a business, or our own life 
purpose around anything less than God’s ageless purpose, there’s a real chance that it will be like 
“wood, hay, [and] straw” at the judgment seat of Christ (1 Cor. 3:12-13, emphasis mine). This will only 
become evident when Jesus’ eyes of fire pierce through us and the motives of our heart are laid bare 
before Him. If you don’t want to suffer loss at the judgment seat, make sure that you build your life, 
your family, your church, your ministry, and your business upon God’s eternal purpose. Everything 
else is flammable material. 

IV. Measuring Today’s Church Against God’s Eternal Purpose 

a) In Session 1, we talked about the importance of having the proper starting point. As stated 
previously, if we are going to know and live according to God’s eternal purpose, we have to go back 
in time further than the book of Acts, Moses, Abraham, the fall, and even God’s original commission 
to Adam to take dominion. We have to go back before time and creation into God’s eternal councils 
to truly know the reason why God created the world. 

b) If you observe the models that drive many churches today, most are developed around a starting 
point that doesn’t go back far enough. For example, when church leaders view salvation as God’s 
ultimate intention, they develop a church model that is geared toward seeing as many people get 
saved as possible. Or if a church leader views signs, wonders, and miracles as God’s ultimate 
intention, their church model is designed to facilitate supernatural healings, miracles, and 
deliverances. Typically, these objectives are met, yet God’s eternal purpose is not fulfilled. With this 
in mind, let’s take a minute to consider some of the more popular church models today and honestly 
ask the question, “Is God’s eternal purpose being fulfilled?” I’m in no way trying to be critical or 
judgmental in this assessment. I will highlight the good in each model and then state why these 
models are not fulfilling God’s ultimate intention. 
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c) The Seeker-Sensitive Church 

Many church leaders who view salvation as God’s ultimate intention have implemented some form 
of the seeker-sensitive church model. The basic idea is to create attractive and inspiring Sunday 
services where church members feel comfortable bringing a friend. In this environment, with state-
of-the-art technology, skilled communicators, and talented musicians, the goal is to create a “wow” 
factor so that the unchurched will come back next week and invite their friends. The goal is to preach 
the gospel in a culturally-relevant way to those who don’t have a church background.  

There’s certainly some wonderful things in this model. Many people are hearing the gospel in a 
relatable way. Many are responding in faith and are being baptized. Many are being introduced to 
the importance of Scripture. For a post-modern culture where Christianity has been marginalized, 
seeker-sensitive churches are effective at introducing the unchurched to Jesus. 

But if you compare a typical seeker-sensitive church to Revelation 14:1-5, can we truly say that this 
church model is producing people who follow the Lamb wherever He goes? Is this church model 
truly producing a people who are sexually pure, who don’t lie, who are holy and blameless, who fully 
embrace the way of the cross, and who are worshipers at the core of their being? I don’t think so. 

d) The Revival Church 

Many church leaders who view revival and miracles as God’s ultimate intention design their services 
so attenders can experience God. The worship is free and Spirit-lead. People regularly receive prayer 
for healing and deliverance. The messages give courage, hope, healing, grace, and inspiration. Those 
who attend are encouraged to advance the kingdom in their sphere of influence. All of this is great!  

But here’s the issue. The way of the cross is rarely preached in this environment. It’s too negative. It 
might discourage people, hinder God’s grace, and be construed as religious works. People would 
develop a mentality that God is not good and that He only wants to punish them with a boring, 
sacrificial life. Others might become too religious, attempting to please God by how much they pray, 
fast, and study Scripture. Therefore, nothing that hints of works, religion, sacrifice, or death to self is 
permitted.  

Are revival churches fulfilling God’s eternal purpose? Likely not. It’s impossible to follow the Lamb 
wherever He goes apart from the cross putting to death our self-life. It’s impossible to be a holy and 
blameless people apart from the crucifixion of our soul. If the way of the cross is not preached, 
transformation into Christ’s image is impossible. Since many in revival churches are not being 
transformed into the nature of the Lamb, God’s eternal dream is not being fulfilled. 

e) The Prosperity Gospel Church 

Many church leaders with an inordinate focus on God’s blessings have embraced some form of the 
prosperity gospel. In reality, the prosperity gospel can be viewed as a spectrum, ranging from a 
strong focus on God’s desire to bless us with favor, success, and prosperity to the teaching that Jesus 
died to make us rich. The worst extreme of the prosperity gospel can be found in many African 
churches, where the pastor is like the village witchdoctor, who requires church members to sow a 
seed so that God would bless them with healing, prosperity, or favor. 

Those who have embraced some form of the prosperity gospel often preach about your best life 
now, how to become a better you, how to maximize your life, how to be blessed, and how to fulfill 
your destiny. The focus is on God’s blessings rather than upon God Himself. 

Is the prosperity gospel fulfilling God’s eternal purpose? Absolutely not! With such a strong self-
focus—how can I be blessed, how can I prosper, how can I have success, how can I have favor—
God’s eternal purpose is never even considered. With such a focus on our inheritance in Christ, God’s 
inheritance in us is never even mentioned. 
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f) For the sake of time, I’ll briefly mention a few other examples. Those who view social justice as God’s 
ultimate intention emphasize human compassion and acts of mercy above inward transformation 
into the image of Christ. Others who view the restoration of Israel and the fulfillment of prophecy as 
God’s ultimate intention rarely mention God’s desire to have an inheritance among redeemed 
humanity. Those who believe God’s ultimate intention is to restore the Jewish roots of the faith are 
preoccupied with celebrating the feasts, obeying the Torah, and Gentiles trying to be Jewish. Finally, 
those who believe God’s ultimate intention is to advance the kingdom, emphasize that the kingdom 
is now and that we must Christianize the seven mountains of culture.  

g) Is social justice and compassion important? Yes. Is the restoration of Israel and the fulfillment of 
prophecy something that we should focus on? Yes. Should we appreciate and honor the Jewish 
roots of our faith? Yes. Should we advance the kingdom in our sphere of influence? Yes. But think 
about this for a minute. Without the fall, there is no poverty to eradicate, human suffering to 
eliminate, and broken people who need to be restored. Without the fall, there would be no need to 
restore Israel or fulfill end-time prophecy. Without the fall, there would be no distinction between 
Jew and Gentile. Here’s my point: Ninety-nine percent of what is emphasized in the church today is 
only necessary because of the fall. Yet much of the church is preoccupied with many good things 
that are not God’s ultimate intention. There’s so little emphasis in the church on God’s eternal 
thought, eternal desire, eternal plan, eternal will, and eternal purpose. There’s so little consideration 
of God’s eternal blueprint that drives everything that He does.  

h) Obviously, I’m not saying that we should abandon salvation, revival, miracles, God’s blessings, social 
justice, end-time prophecy, and advancing God’s kingdom. Not at all! Rather, I’m stressing that these 
are the means to the ultimate end for which God created the world. These should lead to the 
fulfillment of God’s original intention. For example, salvation is not about getting a free ticket to 
heaven; it’s our initial adoption into God’s family, our betrothal to Christ as His bride, and us 
becoming a temple of the Holy Spirit. God’s blessings are not given so that we can live our best life 
now; they should ultimately lead us to the greatest blessing of all—God Himself. Social justice should 
not end with providing clean drinking water to the impoverished or a home for the homeless; these 
acts of compassion should ultimately lead the benefactors to becoming God’s inheritance.  

i) Many other examples could be given, but I think you get the point. When I compare God’s eternal 
purpose, as depicted in Revelation 14:1-5, to the present state of the church, including the church I 
pastor and my own life, I’m grieved at how selfish, immature, misaligned, and indifferent we are. It 
hurts my heart to see so many believer’s life purpose so far below God’s eternal purpose. I’m 
saddened by the self-focus of today’s sermons, books, and songs. So much of the teaching in today’s 
church oozes with selfishness. The focus is on how God can bless us. It’s rooted in the idea that God 
is good; therefore, He blesses me. Instead of the true gospel, rooted in God’s eternal purpose, that 
God is good; therefore, He gives me Himself. 

j) Unfortunately, most of the church does not see from an eternal perspective and from heavenly 
ground. We do not think in terms of eternal thought, eternal desire, eternal intention, and eternal 
will. Many of us are like a novice observer of golf, who thinks the highest score wins. We are 
celebrating and applauding all the wrong things. We give standing ovations to the best 
performances of today’s event-driven Christianity, unaware that eloquence, talent, skill, and 
technology are powerless agents of transformation. We stand in awe of those with the biggest 
buildings, budgets, and baptisms, not realizing that God is after a people who are prepared for Him. 
We mistakenly think God’s ultimate intention was to save us and get us to heaven. But then what? 
To sit on a cloud and strum a harp for all eternity? We’re so focused on fulfilling our destiny that 
God’s destiny is completely ignored. Never before have we had such creative music, such eloquent 
communicators, such cutting-edge technology, and such a plethora of information accessible 
anytime, anywhere. Nevertheless, we are miles away from God’s original intention.  

k) If we are going to turn this ship around and see an army of believers who have made God’s eternal 
purpose their life purpose, then it begins with individuals who center their entire life around God’s 
ultimate intention. 
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V. Living for God’s Eternal Purpose 

a) With five Super Bowl rings, Tom Brady is arguably the best NFL quarterback of all time. As a lifelong 
Atlanta Falcons fan, I was on the wrong end of the greatest comeback in Super Bowl history. Leading 
28-3 with just over two minutes left in the third quarter, the Falcons had a 99.7 percent chance of 
winning. Yet as I discovered the hard way, no lead is safe when Tom Brady is under center. Scoring 
31 unanswered points, Brady lead the Patriots to one of the most improbable comeback wins in the 
history of sports. When the final scoreboard read Patriots 34 Falcons 28, the heart of an entire city 
was crushed. In my thirty-five plus years as a sports fan, that was by far the worst loss I’ve ever 
experienced. That’s saying quite a lot considering I’m a lifelong Atlanta sports fan. I could hardly 
sleep that night. My heart felt shattered, similar to when your high school girlfriend dumps you for 
another guy. The next day, all I could do was listen to sports-talk radio. For some strange reason, it 
was cathartic listening to heartbroken sports fans call in and grieve together as a city. For a few days 
after the Super Bowl, Atlanta felt like a funeral home. People were calling in and sayings things like, 
“My divorce was easier than this”; “This is harder than when my grandmother died”; “Our city is 
cursed because we built it upon Indian burial grounds.” The city of Atlanta was devastated. It felt like 
I was kicked in the gut with a steel-toe boot. As terrible as this was, I take some comfort that it was 
Tom Brady who did this. I’m pretty sure that no other quarterback in history could have engineered 
such a dramatic comeback. 

b) A few days ago, while watching a sports-talk show with my wife, a NFL analyst was sharing what 
Jimmy Garoppolo, Brady’s backup for over three years, said about Tom Brady. Garoppolo was asked, 
“What is one thing that you learned from Tom Brady.” His answer resonated with both my wife and 
I. For those who know my wife Angie, who would rather watch paint dry than sit through a football 
game, that’s saying quite a lot. Garoppolo said that Tom Brady doesn’t view being a quarterback as 
a job; he views it as a lifestyle. Being a NFL quarterback affects how Brady eats, exercises, and sleeps. 
It affects his daily routine and how he lives in the offseason. His entire life revolves around being a 
quarterback. That’s why Brady is still a quarterback at the age of forty! He doesn’t clock in to a nine-
to-five job. Being a quarterback is his life. 

c) I hope Brady’s radical commitment to something earthly and temporal challenges us. What if we 
were as devoted to God’s eternal purpose as Tom Brady was to being a NFL quarterback? What if we 
made God’s eternal purpose more than an interesting teaching, more than a book, more than 
something we could parrot to our friends? What if God’s eternal purpose became our life purpose? 
Perhaps Brady’s devotion to football can motivate us to stop living for our destiny to be fulfilled and 
instead live for God’s destiny to be fulfilled.   

d) How will you respond to God’s ultimate intention? Will you fully align yourself to God’s eternal 
purpose, surrendering your personal dreams and visions, to see God’s eternal dream and vision fully 
realized at the end of the age? Will you allow the Holy Spirit to reconstruct you entirely, from the 
inside out, so that you are conformed into the image of Christ—into the image of the meek, humble, 
self-sacrificing, and fully obedient Lamb of God? Will you embrace the way of the cross deep in your 
soul, including the suffering associated with obedience, so that you can be one who follows the 
Lamb wherever He goes? When you step into eternity, will you have paid the price to be numbered 
among this rare breed of believers who went all the way with God? Will you allow God’s eternal 
purpose to become your life purpose, driving everything that you dream about and do? 

e) Sadly, many believers use God to selfishly advance their dreams and visions. They want God’s help 
so that they can fulfill their destiny. They live for getting married, having a family, having a nice 
house, having a well-paying career, having a successful ministry, and having enough of God to make 
it to heaven. Don’t misunderstand what I’m saying. Certainly, we should seek God about our future 
spouse, our house, our career, and our ministry assignment. Undoubtedly, the Lord enjoys showing 
us His path for our life and He enjoys blessing us with favor, prosperity, and success. But here’s my 
point: Is your life purpose about you fulfilling your dreams or about God’s eternal dream being 
fulfilled? That’s the root issue. God’s eternal purpose is at stake. Though God is big enough to fulfill 
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His eternal purpose in His sovereignty, never forget Eden. God gave mankind a choice to join Him in 
His eternal purpose and He has never changed His ways. He still gives us the option to choose His 
eternal purpose or our life purpose. So, what will you choose? Will you live for God’s eternal dream 
to be fulfilled or will you live for your own dreams to be fulfilled?  

f) If the fall had not occurred and God’s ultimate intention would have been fulfilled through the tree 
of life, most of what we’re preoccupied with wouldn’t even exist. There would not be human flaws 
requiring forgiveness or a need to establish justice and end oppression. There would be no suffering 
to alleviate or equality to establish. There would be no poverty to eradicate or disease to cure. My 
point is that most of what we are preoccupied with is not rooted in God’s eternal purpose. That’s 
why I’m appealing to us: Go higher. Don’t pursue a life-purpose rooted in human goodness, human 
compassion, human giftedness, human effort, and human glory. Don’t make your life-purpose man-
centered and humanistic. God designed the human heart for something deeper, something richer, 
something more satisfying. He created our heart for His eternal purpose, and until we yield to this, 
we will never find our reason for existence. We will never find our true purpose and destiny. I appeal 
to you: Make God’s eternal purpose your life purpose. Live to see God’s dreams fulfilled. 

g) Paul instructed us to examine ourselves, to test ourselves, and to judge ourselves (2 Cor. 13:5; 1 Cor. 
11:31). In light of this apostolic command, take a moment to evaluate what you live for. If you’re 
single, is your life purpose to get married? If you’re married, is your life purpose to purchase a house? 
If you married with children, is your life purpose to have a well-paying career so that your family can 
be blessed? Is your life purpose to run a business, a ministry, a church, or a nonprofit that helps 
others experience breakthrough? Examine your heart closely and ask yourself, “What am I living for?” 
Find what drives you and see if it is thoroughly God-centered or tainted with selfishness. Can you 
honestly say, “The reason I exist is to see God’s eternal purpose fulfilled in my life and in the life of 
others?” Are you living for the American dream or for God’s eternal dream? 

h) If we are going to see an army of believers who have made God’s eternal purpose their life purpose, 
then we need to listen again to the words of Paul, who more than anyone else in history, had a 
revelation of the great mystery of God’s eternal purpose. Toward the end of his life, after planting 
numerous churches, preaching the gospel to thousands, and writing much of the New Testament, 
Paul realized he needed to recalibrate his life around God’s eternal purpose. He wrote: “Brethren, I 
do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:13-14).  

i) There is no higher calling than the fulfillment of God’s eternal purpose. Paul reconstituted his entire 
life around this “one thing.” He let go of religious baggage, worldly recognition, and temporary 
blessings to pursue God’s ultimate intention in a deeper way. Paul wanted his life purpose fully 
aligned with God’s eternal purpose so that he could “lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold 
of by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:12). He made a resolution to forget his past—to not dwell upon his former 
accomplishments or religious badges of success. Paul wanted to know Christ—the One who was 
established as the center of God’s eternal plan before time and creation. Paul wanted to gain Christ 
in his soul, so that he could become an exact representation of the Lamb. 

j) But Paul was not just concerned about himself. He said, “Let us, as many as are mature, have this 
mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you” (Phil. 3:15, NKJV). Paul 
wanted God’s eternal purpose to be his life purpose and the life purpose for all those who were 
mature. Will you follow the example of Paul and align your life fully around God’s eternal purpose? 
Will you let go of temporary selfish pursuits and run after God’s ultimate intention with all of your 
heart, mind, soul, and strength? Will you sacrifice your self-life so that Christ’s life can fill you fully? 
Will you lay down your agenda and plans for the future so that you can be part of an army who will 
do whatever it takes to see God’s eternal purpose fulfilled at the end of the age? 
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VI. An Eternal Purpose Wineskin 

a) If God’s eternal purpose is to become our life purpose, then we will likely need to be completely 
rewired from the inside out. Or to use Jesus’ analogy, we will need a new wineskin (Matt. 9:16-17; 
Luke 5:34-39). Unless you received a revelation of God’s ultimate intention when you were born 
again, there’s many incorrect views, ideas, and doctrines that we’ve embraced that will hinder us 
from fulfilling God’s eternal purpose. 

b) Jesus said, “No one tears a piece of cloth from a new garment and puts it on an old garment; 
otherwise he will both tear the new, and the piece from the new will not match the old” (Luke 5:36). 
God’s eternal purpose, established in the councils of the Godhead before time and creation, is a new 
“garment” to most of us. After receiving a revelation of God’s eternal purpose, we can’t patch up the 
old garment of our former doctrines and current lifestyle with the new revelation of God’s ultimate 
intention. Like Jesus said, the new simply “will not match the old.” God’s eternal purpose is 
incompatible with many of today’s popular Christian teachings and church models that have 
emboldened us to live for ourselves in the name of Christ. 

c) Many of us have embraced teachings tainted with selfish ambition, greed, and deception. We’ve 
been immersed into the Christian religion rather than to the person of Jesus Christ. Doctrines of 
demons and other emphasis, far less weighty than God’s eternal purpose, have become the main 
focus in God’s house. The event-driven Christianity of today has conditioned us to be spectators who 
go to church to watch a worship band perform and to listen to a gifted communicator. Though we 
are stimulated for an hour or two after church, very little transformation takes place. Unfortunately, 
we think this is normal Christianity. These traditions and teachings cement into our soul until only 
the jackhammer of God’s fiery Word can break it. We guard our message, methods, music, and 
ministry as if they’re an untouchable sacred cow—even though many are an old garment and old 
wineskin preventing us from fulfilling God’s eternal purpose. 

d) Perhaps an example from the church I lead will make this clear. When the Lord unveiled His eternal 
purpose to us in a deeper way, we began seeing how incompatible our message, methods, music, 
and ministry were with God’s ultimate intention. Many of our members viewed church as a place we 
go rather than who we are. To us, church had become a weekly service we attended because of 
friends, family, and familiarity. Though we had many wonderful services marked by God’s presence, 
very little transformation was taking place. We worshiped but we were not worshipers. We heard a 
message, but after lunch and a Sunday nap, it was forgotten. As a leadership team, we began to 
notice that the Holy Spirit was directing us to say the same thing over and over. Why? Because we 
had become forgetful hearers rather than effectual doers. We had developed an old wineskin of 
going to church without being transformed. We had developed mechanisms of hearing the word of 
God while filtering out the challenge to change. In our prayer meetings, we prayed for people’s 
needs, for revival, for our leaders, and for God to bless our nation, but rarely did we pray according 
to God’s eternal purpose. Many of our prayers were man-centered rather than God-centered. In 
addition, we were trying to live for God rather than allowing God to live in us and through us. 

e) When we began seeing from a more heavenly perspective, we realized how old our wineskin had 
become. Many things we were doing were not accomplishing God’s ultimate intention. It was clear 
that we needed to be entirely rewired from the inside out. We needed to be aligned with God’s 
eternal purpose. Without going into the details, the Lord called us stop doing church from an old 
wineskin and instead go through two years of intense training. We needed to be reconstituted at 
the core of our being. So, we stopped worshiping to music for a season so that we could focus on 
becoming worshipers. We emphasized becoming the message rather than just hearing a message. 
We stressed internalizing the message until we know it, own it, live it, proclaim it, and multiply it. 
Rather than trying to live for God in our strength and power, we encouraged people to let Christ live 
in and through them. Our prayer meetings also changed. We focused more on praying for God’s 
eternal purpose to be fulfilled in us and in the nations than we did upon our needs and our nation. 
We’ve been at this for about 6 months and it honestly feels like we have so far to go. That’s how out 
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of alignment we were to God’s ultimate intention. As Mike Bickle likes to say, “We are only at the 
beginning of the beginning” of being aligned to God’s eternal purpose. 

f) Not only is our church being reconstituted, but so is our missions ministry, Lifeschool International. 
Even though the Lord has blessed Lifeschool tremendously in East Africa over the past seven years, 
as over 1,500 senior pastors have been trained and equipped through our distance-learning 
program, we realized that few were being transformed. Most were in the program to receive a 
diploma so that they could advance their ministry career. Few were being equipped to fulfill God’s 
eternal purpose. After much prayer, we realized that Lifeschool needed a serious makeover. Both 
our curriculum and our process are being reworked so that we can train and equip an army to fulfill 
God’s eternal purpose at the end of the age. 

g) Six months into this rewiring, I realize how important this is. I am eternally grateful for the Lord 
plucking up and uprooting our old wineskin so that we could be fully aligned with His ultimate 
intention.  

h) Henry Blackaby, the author of Experiencing God, famously said, “Find out where God is at work and 
join Him there.” I’ll give you a hint where God is at work. It’s where He’s been at work for the 
thousands of years since eternity past and where He’ll be at work into the endless ages of eternity. 
God is at work to fulfill His eternal purpose and He invites us to join Him. Will you? No matter how 
painful it might be, will you allow Him to break your old wineskin and reconstitute you entirely as a 
new wineskin that can contain His eternal purpose?  

VII. An Army Who Fulfills God’s Eternal Purpose 

a) As we end this session and finish this class, imagine what would happen if believers all around the 
world heeded Paul’s advice and were “of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, 
intent on one purpose” (Phil. 2:2). The “purpose” Paul has in mind is undoubtedly God’s eternal 
purpose. What if throughout the world, in every nation, the church of Jesus Christ united around 
God’s ultimate intention? What if everyone, in whom the Spirit of Christ truly dwelled, was “intent 
on one purpose”—God’s eternal purpose? 

b) Over twenty-five hundred years ago, the prophet Ezekiel was transported by the Spirit into a valley, 
where he saw a graveyard of dry bones littered across a plain. These bones were dead, dry, cut off, 
and perishing without hope. As Ezekiel prophesied over the bones, God’s life began to penetrate 
into the bones, raising them from the dead. When Ezekiel was finished, this scattered cemetery of 
dry bones had become an exceedingly great army.  

c) The body of Christ is in a similar condition today. Many true followers of Jesus Christ, scattered across 
the nations, see through the facade of the manmade Christian religion and know that there must be 
more. They feel discouraged, hopeless, disconnected, dry, and dead. They feel as if they have lost 
their purpose and meaning. Many are depressed, isolated, and lonely. They have tried to find a 
church aligned with God’s eternal purpose but to no avail.  

d) Nevertheless, these have been marked by God to be part of His end-time army. The Holy Spirit is 
presently targeting them, seeking to breathe His life and God’s eternal purpose, into the core of their 
being. When this happens, look out! These scattered, disconnected, and dry bones will come to life. 
They will awaken to a deep sense of purpose and meaning. They will awaken to a destiny that is 
bigger than themselves, eternal in scope and ageless in duration. They will awaken to the reason 
why they were created.  

e) As the Spirit breathes His life and God’s eternal purpose into them, these dry bones will come to life 
and form an exceedingly great army. These soldiers will labor together, shoulder to shoulder and 
rank to rank, to see God’s ultimate intention—His ageless dream—accomplished. No matter the 
sacrifice. No matter the cost. No matter the opposition, persecution, and pain, this army of leaders, 
pastors, authors, missionaries, worship leaders, intercessors, businessmen, housewives, and 
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evangelists will join God in what He has always been doing. Through preaching, prophesying, 
praying, teaching, discipling, evangelizing, strategizing, and giving, this army will labor together 
across international borders until the bride of Christ is made ready, a corporate son is conformed 
into the image of Christ and placed into Jesus’ inheritance, and God’s spiritual house is filled with 
the fullness of the Spirit.  

f) Will you be fully aligned to God’s eternal purpose? Will you allow the Spirit to rewire you entirely 
until every beat of your heart resonates with passion for God’s eternal purpose? Will you pay 
whatever price is necessary to see the Lamb have the reward of His sufferings? Will you be a person 
conformed into the nature of the Lamb, who follows the Lamb wherever He goes? 

 

1 https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G3358&t=NASB, Outline of Biblical Usage, referenced 
on 12/14/2017. 

                                                           


