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I. The Son’s Inheritance 

a) In Sessions 7-9, as we examined God’s “inheritance in the saints,” we saw that the Father will have a 
family of Christ-like sons who will come to full maturity before the Lord returns (Eph. 1:18). This 
corporate son—or as Paul stated, “a mature man”—will graduate from the school of sonship unto 
adoption at the end of the age and will inherit eternal intimacy, eternal authority, and eternal glory 
(Eph. 4:13). 

b) Not only will the Father have an inheritance in the saints, but as we saw in the last session, the Holy 
Spirit will have a temple that He fills, a spiritual house in which He dwells, and a body that He will 
possess and bring to full maturity. The Holy Spirit’s inheritance can be summarized by the phrase 
corporate fullness. 

c) Now it’s time to look at the Son’s inheritance in the saints, which, as we’re about to see, is an equally-
yoked bride who will partner with Jesus throughout the endless ages of eternity. The Father will 
provide Jesus with a pure, spotless, holy, and worthy bride who loves Him just like the Father (John 
17:26). 

d) Paul said, “He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and 
blameless before Him” (Eph. 1:4). God’s plan “before the foundation of the world” was to make us 
“holy and blameless before Him.” Once again, this is eternal-purpose language. God’s ultimate 
intention before time and creation was to make us holy, to bring us before Him, to lavish us with His 
love, and to empower us to love Him in return. 

e) With Ephesians 1:4 in mind, look at what Paul said four chapters later in Ephesians 5:27: “That He 
might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but 
that she would be holy and blameless.” In Ephesians 1:4, Paul revealed God’s eternal purpose to 
make us holy and blameless while in Ephesians 5:27 Paul connected this eternal purpose to “the 
church in all her glory” at the end of the age. If you read a few verses down in Ephesians 5:31-32, you 
see that the church is called to be the wife of Jesus Christ. Putting all of this together, you realize that 
God’s eternal purpose was to give His Son a worthy bride as His inheritance. 

f) Paul Billheimer, in his classic book Destined for the Throne, writes:  

It [the Bride of Christ] is one thing and one alone: the Eternal Companion of Jesus Christ, 
wholly God and wholly man. The final and ultimate outcome and goal of events from eternity 
to eternity, the finished product of all the ages, is the spotless Bride of Christ, united with 
Him in wedded bliss at the marriage supper of the Lamb and seated with her heavenly 
Bridegroom upon the throne of the universe—ruling and reigning with Him over an ever 
increasing and expanding Kingdom. He entered the stream of human history for this one 
purpose, to claim His Beloved....Creation has no other aim. History has no other goal. From 
before the foundation of the world until the dawn of eternal ages God has been working 
toward one grand event, one supreme end—the glorious wedding of His Son, the marriage 
supper of the Lamb.1 

g) What a beautiful statement! God’s eternal purpose for creation is to provide a worthy bride for His 
beloved Son. Repeating what Billheimer said, “Creation has no other aim. History has no other goal. 
From before the foundation of the world until the dawn of eternal ages God has been working 
toward one grand event, one supreme end—the glorious wedding of His Son, the marriage supper 
of the Lamb.” Thus, God’s eternal purpose is to provide His Son an equally-yoked bride who will 
partner with Him for all eternity. 

II. The Kingdom Is Like a Wedding 

a) Throughout the gospels, the kingdom of God is compared to several things. It is like a seed sown in 
a field, leaven that spreads imperceptibly, hidden treasure that must be discovered, a pearl of great 
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price that has been purchased, and a king who came to settle accounts. Central to the theme of this 
session, Jesus also said that “the kingdom of heaven is like...a wedding” (Matt. 22:2, NIV). Among the 
many metaphors of the kingdom, we see that the kingdom of God is also like a marriage arranged 
by our heavenly Father for His Son. 

b) Once you realize God’s eternal purpose to provide His Son an equally-yoked bride, an amazing thing 
happens when you read the Bible. You begin to see how frequently the Scriptures allude to 
weddings, brides, bridegrooms, wedding feasts, wedding attendants, and the bridal paradigm of 
the kingdom. The Scriptures are filled with references to the marriage that will take place between 
Jesus and His church. Even the order of these references speaks of their importance. Let me explain. 

c) In God’s first interaction with man, He provided Adam with a wife—which Paul said was a “reference 
to Christ and the church” (Gen. 2:18-25; Eph. 5:32). Jesus’ first miracle took place at a wedding in 
Cana when He turned water into wine (John 2:1-10). This miracle had far greater implications than 
just providing wine for the celebration. Jesus was making a powerful prophetic statement about His 
wedding at the end of the age. Just as He did in Cana, Jesus has saved His best wine for last (John 
2:10). That’s why, at this moment in history, the Holy Spirit is actively preparing a worthy bride for 
Jesus from every tribe, tongue, people, and nation.  

d) When Jesus was first introduced to the nation of Israel, John the Baptist presented Him as a 
Bridegroom (John 3:29). A short time later, Jesus revealed for the first time how his servants should 
minister when He referred to them as “friends of the bridegroom” (Matt. 9:15, NKJV). When Jesus 
corrected the seven churches of Asia Minor, His first message was a call to return to your first love, 
which shows His jealous love for His bride (Rev. 2:1-7). 

e) Now let’s look at some lasts. In Jesus’ last public message, He told a parable about the Father’s 
eternal plan to have a wedding for His Son (Matt. 22:1-14). Through this parable, we see that God’s 
eternal purpose is to prepare a suitable wife for Jesus. This last message to the world was critical—a 
wedding is coming and we must get ready. In one of Jesus’ last messages to His followers, He said 
that “the kingdom of heaven will be comparable to ten virgins, who took their lamps and went out 
to meet the bridegroom” (Matt. 25:1). Once again, we see the theme of a wedding, a feast, and a 
marriage set in the context of Jesus’ second coming. 

f) In one of Jesus’ last prayers, He prayed that we would be with Him forever, see His glory, be one with 
Him, love Him with the same love that the Father has for Him, and that He would live inside of us 
(John 17:22-26). This is an up-close-and-personal look at the burning desires in the heart of Jesus. He 
wants a bride who will see His beauty, be intimate with Him, and love Him with Spirit-empowered 
passion.  

g) In the last book of the Bible, the book of Revelation, John is shown the marriage supper of the Lamb 
and he sees the New Jerusalem “coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride 
adorned for her husband” (Rev. 19:7-10; 21:2). In the last chapter of the last book of the Bible, we see 
how the bride will urge her beloved Bridegroom to return. At the end of the age, the Spirit-
empowered church will cry, “Come” (Rev. 22:17). The last theme of the Bible is a lovesick bride—not 
a servant, a minister, or a solider—crying out for her Bridegroom to return.  

h) In summary, after examining how God revealed Himself through what He did first and what He will 
do last, you see how the Lord has woven His eternal purpose into the fabric of Scripture. From 
Genesis to Revelation, the mystery of God’s eternal plan to provide His Son with a worthy bride is 
progressively revealed.  

III. The Romance of the Ages 

a) I hate to admit this, but I love romantic movies. I love chick-flicks that stir the emotions. I would much 
rather see a romantic comedy than a high-flying, fast-paced action thriller. I know that statement 
likely just hindered some guys from hearing what I have to say in this session. So, let me pause here 
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for a moment and I also say that I love watching football. Especially college football. To give you an 
idea of what I mean, this past Thanksgiving weekend, I watched college football for seven hours 
straight and then ended the night with a two-hour Hallmark movie.  

b) I’m convinced that one of the reasons why I enjoy romantic movies is because of the divine romance. 
Because of God’s eternal purpose to provide His Son a worthy bride, God has woven a desire for 
romance into our heart. This is why most women and some men love romantic movies. Ultimately, 
the romance between Christ and His church transcends every romance in history. 

c) When the mystery of God’s eternal purpose is revealed to us, we start to see that the Scriptures 
unveil the ultimate romance of the ages. That’s why the Bible starts with a wedding and ends with a 
wedding! That’s why Genesis begins with a marriage and Revelation concludes with a marriage! 
Much more than a history book, a book of principles and laws, or a book that gives us wisdom, the 
Scriptures are the ultimate romance novel between Christ and His church. If you look closely, 
interwoven through the pages of Scripture, in types, shadows, allegories, parables, prophecies, and 
eternal truths, you see the eternal romance between Jesus and His bride leaping off the pages. 

d) For example, consider the book of Esther. To the natural eye, the book of Esther is a historical 
narrative of how God used one woman to spare her people from annihilation. But when we read this 
story through the lens of God’s eternal purpose, we can also see a prophetic picture of how the bride 
of Christ will be prepared for the King and how our intercession can overthrow antichrist leaders. We 
see a beautiful picture of how the bride of Christ is made ready for her end-time and eternal destiny. 

e) Ruth is another example. To the natural eye, the romance between Ruth and Boaz is a heartwarming 
story of tragedy turned to triumph. Ruth loses her husband in Moab and decides to return to Israel 
with Naomi. As the story goes, Ruth ends up marrying Boaz, who is Naomi’s wealthy relative. 
Through their lineage, come both David and Jesus. However, when the veil is lifted from our eyes 
and we peer into God’s eternal purpose, we also see another type and shadow of the romance of 
the ages. Ruth is a picture of how the bride of Christ, through her devotion and loyalty, matures in 
bridal love and transitions from the ways of the world into the harvest fields of her heavenly Boaz. 
As a result, like Ruth, the bride of Christ will give birth to God’s prophetic purposes. 

f) The Song of Solomon also pictures the romance of the ages. If you read this book with an open heart 
and a sensitive spirit, you can hear the Spirit whisper that this book is pointing to something far 
deeper than merely a natural romance between Solomon and the Shulammite maiden. This book is 
an allegory of the bride of Christ and her journey into deep intimacy and partnership with Jesus, her 
beloved Bridegroom. From the opening pages of this love story, you see how the bride, even though 
her heart is dark, is lovely to her Bridegroom. Every verse in this romance awakens our heart to the 
ravishing love that Jesus has for us as His bride. From the banquet hall of joyful love to the mountains 
of myrrh and the way of the cross, you see that God’s grand mission is to set our hearts ablaze with 
His fire—the fire of His jealous love for His Son. 

g) From Genesis to Revelation, we see weddings, brides, bridegrooms, wedding feasts, and wedding 
attendants. We see types, shadows, allegories, prophecies, and eternal truths of the bridal 
relationship between Jesus and His church. Some refer to this as “the bridal paradigm of the 
kingdom.” A paradigm is an example or model that helps explain a complex concept. The bridal 
paradigm views the kingdom of God as a romance between Jesus the Bridegroom and us as His 
cherished bride. By now, hopefully you agree—the Bible describes the ultimate romance of history! 

IV. Creation Reveals God’s Eternal Purpose 

a) As you read the first two chapters of Genesis, you see that the creation account appears twice. In 
chapter one, God reveals what He did in creation: He created man and woman in His image. Then, 
in the last few verses of chapter one and in chapter two, God reveals why He did it. Namely, He 
wanted to provide His Son an equally-yoked bride. Let me explain. 
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b) On the sixth day, God created Adam, put him in the garden, and gave him free access to the beauty 
and provision of Eden. God told him to freely enjoy all of His creation except for the forbidden fruit 
from the tree of knowledge. He then instructed Adam to watch over the garden, to keep it, to 
cultivate it, and to expand it. Adam was to take dominion over the entire earth.  

c) But one thing was missing. Adam needed a helpmate suitable for him. The Lord said, “It is not good 
for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him” (Gen. 2:18). How would God do 
this? He put Adam into a deep sleep, took a rib from his side, and fashioned a woman from it. Eve—
Adam’s perfect companion who would help him take dominion over the earth—was created (Gen. 
1:28). In the words of Adam, Eve was “bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh” (Gen. 2:23). 

d) What does Adam and Eve’s marriage have to do with God’s eternal purpose to provide His Son an 
equally-yoked bride? Paul said that Adam was a “type” or a foreshadow of Christ (Rom. 5:14). He also 
said that Eve foreshadowed the church’s relationship to Christ (Eph. 5:31-32). Just as Eve was made 
from Adam’s side, the church came forth from Christ when the Roman solider thrust his spear into 
Jesus’ side and blood and water poured forth. The blood was the atonement for our sins and the 
water pointed to the life-giving river of the indwelling Spirit. And following Jesus’ crucifixion and 
resurrection, on the day of Pentecost when His Spirit came to dwell within His blood-bought people, 
the church had come forth fully from Christ’s side. Quoting the first Adam, “We were now bone of 
His bone and flesh of His flesh.” More precisely, we were now spirit of His Spirit, having been joined 
to Christ spirit-to-Spirit.  

e) When we understand that Adam foreshadows Christ and Eve foreshadows His betrothed bride, we 
begin to see why the Father created the heavens and the earth. Namely, it was to provide Jesus with 
a suitable helpmate—a wife and an eternal companion—with whom He could take dominion over 
the earth and partner with for the endless ages of eternity. In short, the creation account of Adam 
and Eve reveals God’s eternal purpose to provide His Son with an equally-yoked bride. 

V. The Jewish Wedding System and the Bride of Christ 

a) You have heard the saying that “a picture is worth a thousand words.” This explains why Jesus 
frequently used parables and stories to share the deep truths of the kingdom. Sometimes, a picture 
is the best illustration of spiritual principles. This is beautifully illustrated in the picture that the 
ancient Jewish wedding system paints of the coming wedding between the Lord Jesus Christ and 
His bride. To grasp the depth of this event, let’s go back in history to examine Jewish wedding 
customs during the time of Jesus’ earthly ministry. This will help us see how these customs apply to 
us as the bride of Christ. 

b) The five basic steps that comprise the traditional Jewish wedding system are:  

1. The arrangement of marriage;  
2. The betrothal ceremony;  
3. The preparation period between the betrothal and the wedding;  
4. The wedding ceremony;  
5. The wedding feast.  

c) Let’s take a quick look at each so that we can better understand God’s eternal purpose to give His 
Son a worthy bride. 

VI. 1. The Arrangement 

a) Summary of the Custom 

The arrangement, called the Shiddukhin, was the first step in the process and refers to the 
arrangements that were made prior to the legal betrothal.2 The arrangement was the time of 
matchmaking, often decided upon between the father of the groom and the father of the bride. 
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Often, the couple did not know each other before the arrangement. In some cases, they would not 
have even seen each other before the betrothal ceremony.3 Though this was the case, the bride-to-
be was normally required to approve the marriage before the families agreed to a betrothal 
ceremony.4 Once the selection had been made, the parents prepared the ketubah. The ketubah was 
normally a written contract that depicted the terms and conditions of the marriage arrangement, 
the price to be paid by the groom, the responsibilities and obligations of both parties, and the dowry 
to be offered by the bride.5 

b) Application to the Bride of Christ 

Since God’s eternal purpose is to provide a worthy bride for His Son, if you’re a born-again believer, 
you are the recipient of an arranged marriage. Your heavenly Father so loved the world that He 
arranged a marriage between His Son and mankind. He sent Jesus to explain the terms and 
conditions of a life with Him. He offered a heavenly ketubah, or marriage contract, to describe what 
marriage to Him would include. Jesus, the Bridegroom, gave His life on the cross to purchase His 
bride. The heavenly Father also sent His matchmaker, the Holy Spirit, to invite us to become the 
bride of Christ by saying “yes” to His invitation. 

VII. 2. The Betrothal Ceremony 

a) Summary of the Custom 

Once the arrangement was made and the ketubah agreed to by both parties, the couple would 
move on to the betrothal (eyrusin) ceremony. To prepare for this, the bride and groom would take 
part separately in a ritual immersion in water, which symbolized a spiritual cleansing.6 The ceremony 
would include vows promising to be married, the exchange of rings or something else of value, and 
the sealing of the agreement by sharing a cup of wine.7 After this ceremony, the couple was legally 
married even though they did not live in the same house or have sexual relations. Instead, the groom 
and bride maintained separate dwelling places, both remaining under their fathers’ roofs.8  

Because a betrothed couple was legally married, a separation or parting of ways for any reason 
would require a legal divorce. The Jews used to refer to the act of betrothal as “taking a wife” by 
using a form of a Hebrew word that meant “purchase.” The betrothal ceremony was considered an 
act of purchasing or acquiring a wife for the purpose of marriage.9 The betrothal ceremony would 
end with a feast to celebrate the occasion, and following the feast, each party would return to his or 
her parent’s house.10 

b) Application to the Bride of Christ 

For all who have said “yes,” a betrothal ceremony has taken place. Paul said, “For I am jealous for you 
with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, so that to Christ I might present you as a 
pure virgin” (2 Cor. 11:2). Our betrothal to Jesus is the romantic equivalent of justification. Let me 
explain. 

When we believed and received all that Jesus accomplished for us on the cross, the Holy Spirit saved 
us and came to dwell within us. At that very moment, we were justified and betrothed to Jesus Christ 
as His cherished and beloved bride. The very righteousness of Christ was imputed to us and we were 
declared righteous in God’s sight. All of our sins were forgiven and washed away, making us like pure 
virgins who had never sinned.  

As His betrothed bride, we have also partaken of a ritual bath similar to an ancient Jewish bride. Our 
baptism symbolizes our spiritual cleansing, our separation unto our Husband, and our vow to be 
prepared for our future wedding. When we entered the New Covenant with Jesus, we exchanged 
vows with Him as our Husband and we sealed the agreement with a cup of communion wine.11 In 
fact, each time we partake of the bread and the wine, we look back with joy to our betrothal 
ceremony and, at the same time, look forward to our upcoming wedding. 
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VIII. 3. The Preparation Period 

a) Summary of the Custom 

The next phase of the Jewish wedding was the betrothal period, known as a time of preparation, 
which normally lasted about a year. During this phase, neither the groom nor the bride knew when 
the wedding would take place; the only one who knew was the groom’s father, who determined the 
specific time for the groom to go and get his bride.  

During the betrothal period, the groom remained at his father’s home and prepared a place for the 
two to live. This was normally done by adding a room to his father’s house.  

While the groom was busy building, the bride was preparing herself for the upcoming wedding. This 
usually involved three things. First, the bride was observed for her purity. This custom required at 
least a full nine months to pass in order to ensure that the bride was not pregnant and to attempt to 
assure that she was a virgin.12  

Second, the bride consecrated herself. She examined everything in her life and changed whatever 
was necessary in order to be ready for the holy covenant of marriage.13 In fact, Jewish leaders began 
to use the term mekadesh (consecrated) for the act of betrothal. During the betrothal ceremony, the 
groom would often say to his bride that you are mekudeshet (consecrated) unto me.14 Therefore, 
the bride made sure that she was totally set apart from all other relationships and activities and that 
she was completely separated for her groom.  

Third, the bride made her own wedding garments. Ancient Jewish women did not have the luxury 
of going to the nearest bridal shop and purchasing a premade dress. They had to spend hours and 
hours making their wedding garments and adorning them with the special touches to make them 
beautiful.15 

b) Application to the Bride of Christ 

As believers in Jesus, we now live in the preparation period. Jesus has gone back to His Father’s 
house to prepare a place for us. Jesus said:  
 

Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house 
are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place 
for you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that 
where I am, there you may be also (John 14:2-3).  

 
Like the bridegroom in an ancient Jewish wedding, Jesus is preparing a place for us to dwell. 
Contrary to popular opinion, however, Jesus is not building a mansion for us in heaven, where we 
will live with Him independently from the rest of the bride of Christ. Rather, Jesus is preparing the 
new Jerusalem, which will be the dwelling place of the bride for all eternity.  

While Jesus prepares our eternal dwelling place, just like an ancient Jewish bride, we are to wait 
expectantly for His return, make our own wedding garments, and consecrate ourselves exclusively 
to Him as we anticipate our eternal destiny with our beloved Bridegroom. This preparation period is 
the romantic equivalent of sanctification. Let me explain. 

Revelation 19:7-9 states: 

Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come 
and His bride has made herself ready. It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright 
and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. Then he said to me, “Write, 
‘Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’” And he said to me, 
“These are true words of God” (Rev 19:7-9). 
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Notice carefully that “His bride has made herself ready.” It doesn’t say that Jesus makes His bride 
ready. We see this pictured so well in the ancient Jewish wedding system. It was up to the bride to 
consecrate herself and make her own wedding garments while her bridegroom was preparing their 
dwelling. The same is true in our bridal relationship with Jesus. He will not do our part in preparing 
ourselves and we certainly can’t do His part. Though we are utterly dependent upon His grace to be 
prepared as a worthy bride, we are to pursue this enabling grace, receive this enabling grace, and 
live by this enabling grace so that we will be ready for our marriage to Jesus. This is what the 
sanctification process is all about. 

IX. 4. The Wedding Ceremony 

a) Summary of the Custom 

Toward the end of the yearlong betrothal period, the bride waited with great expectancy for the 
groom to come and for the ceremony to take place. Even late in the evening, the bride and her 
wedding party would keep their oil lamps burning in case it was time for the wedding to take place.  

The day of the ceremony was a surprise to both the groom and the bride.16 When the bridegroom 
was asked the date of the wedding, he could only say something like, “No man knows except my 
father.”17  

When the time was right, the groom’s father would issue the approval for the ceremony to begin. 
The groom and his wedding party would leave the groom’s house to go get his bride. The friends of 
the bridegroom would shout, “Behold, the bridegroom comes!” and then they would blow the 
shofar. The groomsmen would lead the wedding party through the streets and bring the bride back 
to the groom’s home where the wedding canopy or huppah awaited.  

The wedding ceremony, or the nissuin, was performed under the huppah. The vows made during 
the betrothal ceremony were completed in the marriage ceremony. The ceremony was once again 
sealed with a cup of wine to indicate the great joy that would accompany the festive celebration. 
After the ceremony, the couple consummated the marriage with sexual relations and lived together 
as husband and wife from that point forward.18  

b) Application to the Bride of Christ 

Our betrothal will soon be coming to an end, for both the Scriptures and the signs of the times make 
this clear. Soon, we can expect the Father to say to His Son, “Go and get Your bride. Consummate 
your marriage.” Then, the friends of the Bridegroom will shout, “Behold, the Bridegroom comes” and 
the shofar will sound. And the bride will be with her Bridegroom forever.  

Just as an ancient Jewish wedding was held under the huppah, it’s likely to be the same in our 
marriage to Christ. Speaking of the Millennial Kingdom, Isaiah said, “In that day the Branch of the 
LORD [Jesus] will be beautiful and glorious....then the LORD will create over the whole area of Mount 
Zion [in Jerusalem] and over her assemblies a cloud by day, even smoke, and the brightness of a 
flaming fire by night; for over all the glory will be a canopy [chuppah]” (Isa. 4:2-5, emphasis mine). 
Like an ancient Jewish wedding, we too will be married to Jesus Christ under the huppah as the 
Kingdom Age commences. 

X. 5. The Wedding Feast 

a) Summary of the Custom 

The wedding feast was the highlight of the wedding ceremony. It was much more extensive than 
what Westerners are accustomed to today. It consisted of seven full days of food, music, dance, and 
celebration.19 The primary purpose of the wedding feast was to honor the groom. All of the guests 
were expected to compose poems or sing songs to the groom. Now that the blessed bridegroom 
had received a wife, he was supposed to display her beauty and grace to all who were present. To 
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honor the groom, the bride would put on her beautiful wedding garments that she made during her 
year of preparation and would display her beauty to the bridegroom’s friends, and the attendees, in 
return, would show her respect and admiration.20 Following the wedding feast, the bridegroom and 
the bride would live together as husband and wife for the remainder of their lives. 

b) Application to the Bride of Christ 

For the most part, the details of the wedding feast remain a mystery. Nevertheless, following the 
wedding ceremony of Jesus and His bride, there will be the most amazing wedding feast in history. 
John said, “Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb” (Rev. 19:9). Only 
the Lord knows how glorious this event will be, but I certainly want to see this eternal purpose 
realized in my life and in the life of others. 

XI. Our Bridal Identity 

a) Knowing that we are Jesus’ sought-after, eternal companion should revolutionize our identities. As 
Jesus’ betrothed bride, we are His inheritance. Through his death and resurrection, Jesus purchased 
us so that we might be His special treasure and unique possession.  

b) As born-again believers, we are Jesus’ betrothed bride. This identity should shape the way we view 
ourselves. We are not a hopeless hypocrite covered in shame, guilt, and condemnation. We are the 
sought-after and sacrificed-for beloved of Jesus Christ. We are no longer just a sinner who has been 
saved, a servant who attends to his master, or even a follower doing the works of his leader. The Son 
of God has chosen us to be His beloved bride and He is actively preparing a place for us to dwell with 
Him for all eternity. We are the betrothed bride of the King of the universe. This is our identity. 
Embracing this identity inspires a fresh excitement in our relationship with Jesus and gives us the 
courage to allow the Holy Spirit to make us ready.  

c) My dad gave a great example of our bridal identity in his book A Worthy Bride. He wrote: 

I have been married for over 40 years. During these four decades, I have always thought of 
Donna as my wife, and she has always thought of me as her husband. Those have been our 
identities. When we meet someone new, I don’t say, “Let me introduce you to my cook, 
Donna Kessler.” And I don’t introduce her as my housekeeper or interior decorator, either. I 
don’t believe we would have made it 40 years if I had! And she thinks of me in the same way. 
She doesn’t introduce me as the bill payer, the family tutor, or the grounds keeper. Rather, 
husband and wife are our identities in the relationship. In the same way, in our relationship 
with Jesus, we are His betrothed bride. This is our foundational identity as a believer. We are 
much more than intercessors, preachers, evangelists, authors, businessmen, housewives, or 
whatever other roles define our daily lives. We are a beloved bride who is being sought after 
and made ready for a wedding to our loving God.21  

 
d) As we approach the end of the age, there’s an all-out assault upon our identities. This attack is 

especially intense toward our sexual identity, gender identity, and even our national identity. Today, 
we can have video calls with people thousands of miles away on our iPhones but we can’t even 
figure out which bathroom to use! 

e) In spite of this relentless demonic assault upon our identities, as born-again believers, this should 
not phase us, for our identity is not defined by what we do but by who we are. We should not define 
ourselves by our ministries, professions, wealth, or accomplishments. Instead, we should see 
ourselves as the betrothed bride of Jesus Christ who is sought after, cherished, and loved. We should 
see ourselves celebrating with our Bridegroom at the marriage supper of the Lamb. Knowing this, 
perhaps our eyes will be opened to see that most of our life experiences have been perfectly 
designed by our loving Creator to prepare us for that day.  
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f) One more point before moving on. The bridal paradigm of the kingdom is much harder for a man to 
accept and relate to than a woman. Many men, including myself, don’t particularly like the idea of 
dressing up in a wedding dress and marrying a Jewish man! I suppose that women also don’t like 
the idea of being called a son. Nevertheless, men as the bride of Christ and women as the sons of 
God doesn’t have anything to do with sexuality or gender. This is how we relate to the Father and to 
the Son. As sons of God, this relates to us being conformed into the image and likeness of the pattern 
Son of God and sharing in His inheritance. It also defines how we relate to our heavenly Father. In 
our bridal relationship with Christ, Jesus is the lover who lavishes His love upon us and we are His 
beloved who reciprocates His love back to Him. Unlike natural marriage, this has nothing to do with 
gender or sex. This is a spiritual union with the Son of God whereby He knows everything about us 
and we know everything about Him. Earthly marriage foreshadows our bridal relationship with 
Jesus, which consists of deep intimacy, communion, union, and partnership. 

XII. Betrothed to Jesus Christ 

a) Having seen that we were betrothed to Christ when we were born-again and that we should 
embrace a bridal identity, let’s spend a few minutes talking about what it means to be the betrothed 
bride of Christ. Namely, let’s look in detail at these six truths: 

1. We are pure virgins; 
2. We are one with our Bridegroom; 
3. Jesus cherishes and nourishes us; 
4. We are Jesus’ beloved; 
5. Jesus sanctifies us through the Word; 
6. We are to make ourselves ready. 

XIII. #1. We Are Pure Virgins. 

a) To understand what it means to be betrothed as a bride to Jesus Christ, there’s not another verse 
quite like 2 Corinthians 11:2. Paul said, “For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed 
you to one husband, so that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin” (2 Cor. 11:2). There’s so 
much revelation packed into this verse that we could spend a whole session on it. But for the sake 
of time, let’s focus on how our betrothal to Christ made us “a pure virgin.”  

b) When you read this verse straight from the NASB translation, it seems like betrothal comes first, and 
then later, through a process of sanctification, we become “pure virgins.” But when you go directly 
to the Greek using the most literal translation, this verse should read more like the Young’s Literal 
Translation put it: “For I am zealous for you with zeal of God, for I did betroth you to one husband, a 
pure virgin, to present to Christ.” In other words, when we were betrothed to Christ at our salvation, 
justification made us “pure virgins” in His eyes. 

c) Let’s get the picture of what this means with a graphic illustration. Suppose there was a new 
invention that could restore a woman’s virginity. All you had to do was take a pill and a woman’s 
body would be just like a virgin. All the sin, shame, guilt, and condemnation associated with such an 
immoral lifestyle would be instantly washed away. Now imagine a wealthy king who fell madly in 
love with a prostitute. But not just any prostitute. This prostitute had been in the business for many 
years and had slept with over five hundred men. In the natural, no one would ever want to marry 
her because of her sin, shame, and defilement. The prostitute, because of her immoral lifestyle, was 
not eligible for marriage, especially to a king. In fact, the king is prohibited from marrying her by law, 
which only permits him to marry a certified virgin. Yet true love seizes his heart and he’s ravished by 
this prostitute. When the lovesick king finally discovers this magical pill, he’s overjoyed because he 
can finally marry the woman of his dreams. Sure enough, after giving her the magic pill, the 
prostitute becomes a virgin and becomes eligible for marriage. The rest is history. The king and the 
virgin marry and live happily ever after. 
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d) Before we were saved, we were like this prostitute, defiled by other lovers. Our lives were defined by 
sin, shame, guilt, and condemnation. Though we were enslaved to lust, corrupted by greed, and 
inherently selfish, King Jesus fell head-over-heels in love with us. In fact, He loved us before the 
foundation of the world. In the eternal councils of the Godhead, Jesus foreknew us, loved us with an 
unrelenting love, and began His pursuit of us. In His eyes, we were the pearl of great price and He 
forsook all of His majesty and royal splendor to purchase us with His blood. Knowing that 
substitutionary atonement was the only way He could have the prostitute of His dreams, Jesus 
endured the cross and despised the shame, for the joy of having us as His bride (Heb. 12:2). And like 
the fictional story, justification is the magic pill that removes our sin, shame, guilt, and 
condemnation. Justification takes our past adulterous life and transforms us into pure virgins who 
are eligible for marriage. 

e) Because of the finished work of the cross, the righteousness of Jesus has been imputed to us. 
Therefore, we are not defined by our sin, shortcomings, failures, weaknesses, selfishness, or 
defilement. The imputed righteousness of Christ has destroyed the power of sin and dismantled the 
voice of condemnation and accusation. In the eyes of our beloved Bridegroom, though we are 
“dark,” we are “lovely” to Him (Song 1:5, NKJV). Jesus is madly in love with us, His betrothed bride. 

XIV. #2. We Are One with Our Bridegroom. 

a) Knowing that we are one with Jesus Christ is such a precious and life-changing revelation. Our 
spiritual union with Christ is not something we have to wait to experience when we get to heaven. 
We are meant to live in this reality every day of our lives. If you are truly born-again, then Jesus Christ 
is in you through the indwelling Spirit. You are joined to Him spirit-to-Spirit. 

b) As we saw in the last session, our spiritual union with Christ is the basis for the head and body 
relationship between Jesus Christ and His church. Jesus is the head and we are His body through our 
vital life union with the Holy Spirit. This was a truth that Paul repeated often in his teachings. Let’s 
consider a couple of these for a moment and then connect it to our bridal relationship with Jesus.  

c) In 1 Corinthians 6:15, Paul asks the question, “Do you not know that your bodies are members of 
Christ?” Once again, Paul is declaring the truth that we are members of Christ’s body. Following this, 
Paul states, “The one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him” (1 Cor. 6:17). In other words, 
we are members of Christ’s body because have been joined to Jesus Christ through our spiritual 
union with the Holy Spirit. Just as a baby is connected to its mother through the umbilical cord, we 
are connected to Jesus Christ the head in heaven through our vital life union with the indwelling 
Spirit. 

d) Second, as Paul revealed the mystery of the bride of Christ, he declared that “we are members of His 
body” (Eph. 5:30). Immediately after this statement, Paul quotes Genesis 2:24: “For this reason a man 
shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.” But 
Paul is not referring to earthly marriage. He’s “speaking with reference to Christ and the church” 
(Eph. 5:32). Here’s the point: If we are born-again, our union with Jesus Christ the Bridegroom has 
already taken place through the indwelling Spirit. Thankfully, we don’t have to wait until we go to 
heaven to experience a union with Christ the Bridegroom. We have already been joined to Jesus 
Christ our heavenly Bridegroom now! Will there be a greater union with Jesus after our marriage to 
Him? Absolutely! But the Lord doesn’t want us to wait until then to live from this spiritual union.  

e) Here’s the truth that we need to own. Just as a husband and wife are joined together as one flesh, 
we are joined together with Jesus Christ our heavenly Bridegroom right now through the indwelling 
Spirit. That means we can have a real, heart-satisfying, life-transforming relationship with Jesus 
twenty-four-hours-a-day-seven-days-a-week! The indwelling Spirit connects us directly to Jesus the 
head who is enthroned in heaven. And we can fellowship and commune with Him now. All day. 
Every day. We can know Jesus Christ intimately today through the Holy Spirit because we are joined 
to Him spirit-to-Spirit. 
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XV. #3. Jesus Nourishes and Cherishes Us. 

a) As Paul unveiled the mystery of the bride, he said that Christ “nourishes and cherishes” us because 
we are members of His body” (Eph. 5:29-30). Just as we take care of our own body by eating healthy, 
exercising, and getting enough sleep, Paul said that Christ takes care of His body, His beloved bride, 
by nourishing and cherishing her. Let’s take a look at both of these words for a minute so that we 
can discover the tender heart of our lovesick Bridegroom. 

b) First, let’s consider the word “nourish,” which means “to nourish up to maturity.”22 This word paints 
the picture of a loving mother who longs for her baby to grow up into a mature adult. The mother 
carefully ensures that her child gets the proper food, sleep, and rest. And as the child grows up, the 
mother continues nurturing her child to full maturity. 

c) In the same way, Jesus is lovingly committed to our maturity. From the moment we’re born again 
until the day we go to be with Him, Jesus’ eyes are upon us, His beloved bride. He is continually 
nourishing us to maturity, providing us with truth, revelation, loving correction, the proper 
environment, and discipline until we are transformed into His image. As the Lord’s beloved bride, 
our Bridegroom’s “gentleness makes” us great in Him (Psa. 18:35). Jesus is jealous for us and He’s 
committed to our development and maturity. He is tenderly washing us with His Word so that we 
will be sanctified and prepared for our marriage to Him. 

d) At the same time, Jesus “cherishes” us. In the Greek, this word means “to warm, keep warm, to 
cherish with tender love, to foster with tender care.”23 It conveys the idea of “birds covering their 
young with their feathers.”24 What a heartwarming picture! The Lord’s love for us, His beloved bride, 
is so intense and consuming that He will do whatever it takes to protect and care for us. He holds us, 
His beloved bride, close to His heart. Jesus lovingly leads and directs us to Himself, so that we might 
forever be His wife and partner with Him for the endless ages to come. 

e) As His betrothed bride, Jesus loves to speak into our potential through His eyes of faith. Looking at 
the way Jesus speaks to His bride in the Song of Solomon, He calls us beautiful, lovely, and He lets 
us know how much we ravish His heart. Even though there is darkness in our heart and soul, Jesus 
speaks into our potential, letting us know how precious and priceless we are to Him. 

XVI. #4. We Are Jesus’ Beloved. 

a) Augustine said, “If God is love, then there must be in Him a Lover, a Beloved, and a Spirit of love; for 
no love is conceivable without a Lover and a Beloved.”25 

b) In eternity past, the Father was the Lover and He poured out His passion upon His Son, the Beloved. 
The Father was the source while the Son was the recipient and the responder. Jesus alluded to this 
when He said to His Father, “You loved Me before the foundation of the world” (John 17:24). Even 
though the Son reciprocated the Father’s love back to Him, the Son did not have a beloved to whom 
He could be the source of love. In this respect, the Son was somewhat like Adam. He was alone 
without a beloved to unleash His love upon. The eternal Son yearned to be the source of love to His 
beloved but there was no “helper suitable for him” (Gen. 2:18). 

c) So, like Adam, Jesus was put into a deep sleep on the cross, and as the Roman spear pierced through 
His side, blood and water poured forth. As Adam’s rib formed his bride, the blood and the water 
formed Christ’s bride. The blood cleansed us from all sin and defilement while the water typified the 
life-giving water of the Spirit that would come to dwell within us, making us Christ’s very own 
possession. 

d) Now that the bride has come forth from Christ’s side, the eternal Son is the Lover and we are His 
beloved. He is the source and we are the recipient and the responder. “We love,” John wrote, 
“because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). It takes God to love God. Only to the degree that we have 
experienced the Lover’s burning heart of love, can we, as His beloved, return that love back to Him. 
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e) Jesus said, “Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you” (John 15:9). As the Father is the 
Lover and the Son is the Beloved in their relationship, Jesus is the Lover and we are the beloved in 
our relationship with Christ. If you don’t grasp anything else, please know that Jesus loves you 
deeply, for you are His beloved, cherished, and betrothed bride. No matter your past or present, 
understand and know deep in your heart that you are the beloved of Jesus Christ. You are His 
cherished beloved. He is the Lover and you are the object of His affection.  

XVII. #5. Jesus Sanctifies Us Through the Word. 

a) Although the bride is called to make herself ready, Jesus initiates this process of sanctification. Paul 
said, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, so 
that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might 
present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that 
she would be holy and blameless” (Eph. 5:25-27). 

b) Jesus transforms the church, His betrothed bride, by washing her with the water of the Word. Jesus 
cleanses His bride from sin, defilement, shame, condemnation, selfishness, and strongholds through 
the Spirit-breathed Scriptures. 

c) Though Jesus speaks to us personally, He also speaks to us through “friends of the Bridegroom.” 
These are ministers whose sole purpose in ministry is to prepare the bride for her marriage to Jesus 
Christ. John the Baptist and the disciples all functioned as friends of the Bridegroom and their driving 
purpose was to see their best friend’s bride made ready (John 3:29; Matt. 9:15). They knew that the 
bride of the Lamb did not belong to them, but to Jesus, and their role was to speak the Word of God 
over her until she was spotless, blameless, and holy. All preachers and teachers have this same call 
to speak the Word to Jesus’ bride in the power of the Spirit so that she would be holy and blameless. 

d) For the bride to be sanctified by the water of the Word, we have to understand the three ways that 
Jesus sees His betrothed bride. First, He sees us in our legal position. That is, He sees us righteous, as 
overcomers, and dead to sin, to self, and to the Law. Jesus sees us in our constituted legal position 
because of the finished work of the cross. Second, Jesus sees our potential. He sees who we can 
become because of the indwelling Spirit. Just as God called Abraham the father of many nations in 
his barrenness and called Peter a rock though he was unstable, the Lord sees our potential through 
His eyes of faith and calls “those things which be not as though they were” (Rom. 4:17, KJV). Third, 
Jesus sees our actual condition. Our unrighteous thoughts, desires, motives, and actions are not 
hidden from His eyes. Revelation 2-3 makes this clear. Because of His jealous love for us as His 
cherished and beloved bride, Jesus speaks the truth to us in love and with grace so that everything 
hindering us from fulfilling our eternal destiny is removed. 

e) Whether through preachers, teachers, authors, worship leaders, prophets, or when we’re alone in 
the secret place, Jesus will speak to us through one of these three perspectives. Often, one of our 
greatest problems is not seeing and believing what He accomplished for us through the finished 
work of the cross. Many times, we are pleading with God to do in us what He has already done. In 
such cases, rather than striving in prayer for God to do what He’s already done, we simply need to 
believe that in Christ, we are righteous, we are overcomers, and that we are dead to sin, self, and the 
Law. We need to believe that Christ is in us through the indwelling Spirit and that we can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens us. 

f) Jesus will also sanctify us by speaking into our potential. He knows who we can become because He 
knows who dwells within us. Jesus knows that we will become be a rock even though now we’re 
beset with weaknesses. Jesus knows that we will be a father of many nations even though now we 
are barren. Through His eyes of faith, Jesus calls those things that be not as though they were. 

g) Finally, because of His jealous love for us, Jesus often speaks to us in our actual condition. Though 
He knows our positional righteousness and our potential because of the indwelling Spirit, Jesus’ fiery 
eyes frequently pierce through the fig leaves that we hide behind and He thrusts His sharp, two-
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edged sword into us, dividing between soul and spirit. Does this hurt? You better believe it does! 
But Jesus always speaks the truth in love and grace so that we don’t sell our birthright like Esau for 
a “pot of stew.” Read Revelation 2-3 and you’ll see that Jesus doesn’t mince words with us. He speaks 
the truth plainly so that we will overcome whatever entangles us and become part of His pure, 
spotless bride who has made herself ready. 

h) Jesus is full of grace and truth. When Jesus speaks the truth to us, no matter how penetrating and 
painful, His grace always comes alongside, giving us the power and ability to receive and obey the 
truth. When it comes to truth and grace, we have to know that Jesus never minimizes the truth, 
dilutes the truth, dances around the truth, or sugarcoats the truth because of His grace. On the 
contrary, what the truth requires God’s grace supplies. What the truth demands God’s grace 
provides. Grace doesn’t lessen the truth. Rather, grace empowers us to fully obey the truth with all 
of our heart, mind, soul, and strength. 

XVIII. #6. We Are to Make Ourselves Ready. 

a) Recall that a first-century Jewish bride was responsible for making her own wedding dress. She 
would spend hours creating her wedding garments and adorning them with beautiful details, 
stitching them together thread by thread. As she waited for her bridegroom, she would inspect her 
dress carefully for stains or wrinkles. Imagine for a moment how a Jewish bridegroom would feel if 
he showed up to take his bride to the wedding and she did not have on wedding clothes. What if 
she was dressed in normal attire or her wedding garments were only partially complete? He would 
undoubtedly interpret these actions to mean that his bride did not truly love him and didn’t take 
their wedding serious. Just as brides in ancient Jewish weddings had to make their own wedding 
dress, our response to our justification will be our wedding clothes for all eternity. The righteous acts 
that we do from the gift of imputed and imparted righteousness will be our wedding garments 
forever. 

b) Revelation 19:7-8 states, “Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of 
the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready. It was given to her to clothe herself in fine 
linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.” Notice that the “righteous 
acts” are in the plural. This signifies a lifestyle of love-motivated obedience to God’s Word—
including the moral Law, the words of Jesus, and the writings of the apostles. These righteous acts 
are our numerous responses of obedience motivated by our love for Jesus and empowered by the 
Holy Spirit’s grace. 

c) Paul said that we are to “work out [our] salvation with fear and trembling” (Phil. 2:12). This means 
that we work out what the Holy Spirit has already worked into us. In other words, we work from 
righteousness not for righteousness. We work from love not for love. We work from acceptance not 
for acceptance. Put another way, making ourselves ready as the bride of Christ should flow out of 
our love for Jesus, after experiencing His unrelenting love for us.  

d) Think about it for a minute. Have you ever met a bride who got ready for her wedding begrudgingly, 
motivated by fear, condemnation, obligation, guilt, and shame? Most brides get ready for their 
wedding day with incomparable joy, bliss, and an excitement that rivals little kids at Christmas. That 
being the case, why do we as the bride of Christ often make ourselves ready with dead religious 
works that are motivated by condemnation, guilt, and shame? Experiencing Jesus’ unrelenting love 
for us, as His cherished and beloved bride, is the catalyst that empowers us to make ourselves 
ready—not fear, condemnation, religious burdens, or man-made obligations. We want to be ready 
for Him simply because we love Him so much and we want to be worthy of His heart’s desire. 

e) Revelation 19:7 states that the bride makes herself ready—it doesn't say that God makes the bride 
ready. Though Jesus initiates this process of sanctification, some trust the sovereignty of God in a 
non-biblical way by “trusting” God to do the role that He has assigned to us. The Holy Spirit is “the 
Helper” not “the Doer.” He will do His part, but He expects us to do ours. It is good to be able to 
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recognize the work of the Holy Spirit, but we must not stop there. We must go on to seek Him for 
what our part is and then do it. 

f) Paul said, “Just as you have always obeyed...work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is 
God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure” (Phil. 2:12-13). Here we 
see the division of labor in sanctification. God is already at work in us but we are still responsible to 
respond to His prior work with obedience. As God puts new desires into our heart, we have a vital 
role to play by responding in obedience.  

g) Clearly, there is a division of labor in sanctification. God has a part and we have a part. God will not 
do our part and we cannot do His part. In response to God’s grace, we are called to take up our cross, 
put to death our flesh, obey, run, fight, press on, endure, discipline ourselves, live by the Spirit, do 
good works, and persevere. All of this is our response to God’s grace. It is the division of labor in 
sanctification and in making ourselves ready.  
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