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I. The Holy Spirit’s Inheritance 

a) So far, as we have expounded upon “the glory of His inheritance in the saints,” we have focused 
upon the Father’s inheritance (Eph. 1:18). Namely, the Father will have a family of mature, Christ-like 
sons who graduate from the school of sonship unto adoption and inherit eternal intimacy, eternal 
authority, and eternal glory. This purpose, established in the eternal council before time and 
creation, is the unique purpose that God seeks to accomplish at the close of the Church Age, as we 
transition into the Kingdom Age.  

b) Though there have been overcoming sons throughout history, we are on the verge of an 
unprecedented harvest of mature, Christ-like sons. Before Jesus returns, the first-fruits harvest will 
be completed with the birth of the man-child, leading to the ultimate and final ingathering. All 
creation yearns, groans, and waits with eager expectation for this end-time harvest—for God’s sons 
to be revealed, to return with Christ to the earth, to restore creation from the curse, and to bring the 
nations under the universal reign of the Lamb. 

c) With this in mind, we will now look at the Holy Spirit’s inheritance in the saints. Whereas the Father 
will have a family of Christ-like sons, the Holy Spirit will have a temple that He fills, a house in which 
He dwells, and a body that He possesses and brings to full maturity. This can be summarized by the 
phrase corporate fullness.  

d) As we saw in Session 6, there is an individual fullness for those who allow the Holy Spirit to make His 
home in their heart, abide in Christ, decrease so that Christ can increase, pursue internal intimacy, 
and mature through obedience to the Word. But make no mistake about it: God is not content to 
have a scattered group of saints who have individual fullness. His ultimate intention is for those who 
have experienced the full release of the Spirit to be fit together as living stones into a dwelling place 
of God’s Spirit. God’s eternal purpose is for the church to come into corporate fullness at the end of 
the age. 

e) For this happen, however, there must first be individual fullness. Paul made this clear when He 
described the body of Christ at the end of Ephesians 1, writing, “And He put all things in subjection 
under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of 
Him who fills all in all” (Eph. 1:22-23). Here’s the idea. The many-membered body is intended to come 
into “the fullness” of Christ. Yet for this to happen, the One who is “in all” of the individual members 
must be the One who “fills all” the individual members. Until the individual members of the body 
are filled unto fullness with the life and presence of Christ, the fullness of the body will be limited. 
That’s why individual fullness must precede corporate fullness. 

II. Indwelt by God 

a) Individual fullness is impossible until individuals have a personal revelation of the indwelling Spirit. 
Because this is so vital to individual and corporate fullness, let’s take a few minutes talking about a 
personal revelation of the indwelling Spirit. 

b) Many of us are familiar with the carnal Corinthians. This church, preoccupied with the visible signs 
and wonders of the Holy Spirit’s outpouring, became overly fascinated by speaking in tongues, 
miracles, and signs and wonders. Though very familiar with the outpoured Spirit, they were largely 
ignorant of the indwelling Spirit. 

c) Paul accused the Corinthians of being unspiritual, men of the flesh, infants in Christ, full of jealousy, 
envy, and strife, and babes who were only able to drink spiritual milk, unable to handle solid food (1 
Cor. 3:1-4). The real zinger was that he rebuked them for “behaving like mere men” (1 Cor. 3:3, NKJV). 
These believers had the living God dwelling inside of them, yet they acted as if they were merely like 
the average Corinthian off the street. These Corinthians had become new creations in Christ but they 
behaved as if they were still of the old creation.  
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d) What was their problem? They lacked a personal revelation of the indwelling Spirit. The Corinthians 
lived in the flesh because they did not know who lived inside of them. They were familiar with the 
external manifestations of the Spirit but ignorant of the internal residence of the Spirit. This is the 
very reason why Paul said to them, “Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the 
Spirit of God dwells in you?” (1 Cor. 3:16). 

e) Corporate fullness is impossible until each of us answers Paul’s question: “Do you not know...that the 
Spirit of God dwells in you?” Do you truly know this? Do you have a personal revelation of this truth? 
Do you truly know that the same God who created the universe, impregnated the virgin Mary with 
the eternal Son, and raised Jesus Christ from the dead dwells in you? I’m not talking about giving a 
Sunday school answer, quoting a Scripture, or nodding your head in agreement. I’m asking do you 
have a life-changing, personal revelation that God the Holy Spirit dwells in you? Until individuals 
with the indwelling life of Christ know that the Spirit dwells in them by personal revelation, we can 
never have individual fullness. And if individual fullness is absent, corporate fullness is impossible. 
Therefore, corporate fullness begins with individual fullness and individual fullness begins with 
individuals having a personal revelation of the indwelling Spirit. 

f) We, like the Corinthians, need a personal revelation that God Himself, through the Holy Spirit, dwells 
in our spirits. The eyes of our understanding need to be pried open so that we know that God the 
Father and God the Son dwell within us through the Holy Spirit. 

g) The trouble with the Corinthians—and most of us—was not the absence of the indwelling Spirit. 
Rather, they lacked revelation knowledge of His internal presence. They didn’t realize the greatness 
of the One who dwelled in their spirits. The same problem exists today. Much of the church is acting 
like mere men because we lack a personal revelation of the indwelling Spirit. 

h) Most of us are unaware of the indwelling Spirit because we can’t discern Him with our five senses, 
rationalize His internal presence with our mind, or feel Him with our emotions. Because we are joined 
to Him Spirit-to-spirit, it takes personal revelation from the living and active Word of God to discern 
the Holy Spirit’s indwelling presence (Heb. 4:12). 

i) Paul said that he was called to “make known” or reveal “the riches of the glory of this mystery” of 
“Christ in you” (Col. 1:27). A mystery is a hidden truth or secret that can only be known by the 
revelation of the Holy Spirit. It takes the Holy Spirit for us to know that Christ dwells within us. Only 
revelation from the sharp, two-edged, living, and active Word of God can unveil the mystery of Christ 
in you. 

j) The indwelling Spirit is not some theory or doctrine that theologians and pastors discuss and debate. 
It is the blessed reality of every born-again believer. When we have a personal revelation that God 
the Father and God the Son have made their abode in our spirits through the Holy Spirit, it changes 
everything. When we know-that-we-know that the Spirit of God dwells within us, we will become 
spiritual men and women who fellowship with the Holy Spirit regularly and walk in the Spirit daily. 

k) For us to come into God’s eternal purpose corporately, it hinges upon each of us having a personal, 
life-changing revelation that God the Holy Spirit dwells within us individually. If you are born-again, 
but lack this revelation, I want to encourage you to cry out to God for a spirit of wisdom and a spirit 
of revelation of the surpassing greatness of the power that dwells in you (Eph. 1:17-18).  

l) Let me be so bold and say this: If you lack personal revelation of Christ in you, then you are hindering 
corporate fullness. I don’t say this to make you feel bad or to bring you under condemnation. Rather, 
I want to exhort you to make this a high priority in your life. It’s critical that each living stone of God’s 
spiritual house has a person revelation of Christ in you. Otherwise, God’s eternal purpose for the 
church to come into corporate fullness will be impeded. 
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m) Having laid this vital groundwork, let’s look now at the Holy Spirit’s inheritance from these three 
perspectives: 

1. A temple that He fills; 
2. A house in which He dwells; 
3. A body that He possesses and brings to full maturity. 

III. #1: A Temple That the Spirit Fills 

a) As Gentiles living in the twenty-first century, we don’t know the full weight of being God’s temple. 
To the Jew living in the first century, however, the temple was the center of culture, religion, politics, 
and of life itself. The temple meant everything for ancient Israel. That’s why Paul’s statement that 
you are “a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells” in you was so profound (1 Cor. 3:16). 

b) Do you realize what happened at your conversion? The Spirit of God came into your spirit, raised 
your spirit from the dead, and made your spirit His temple. Just as the ark of the covenant contained 
God’s glory and dwelt in the holy of holies in Solomon’s temple, the very same glory of God came 
into your spirit the day you were born again. 

c) Ancient Jewish rabbis coined the extra-biblical expression shekinah from the Hebrew word shakan, 
which meant to “to dwell, inhabit, settle down, abide.”1 Shakan described the glory of God resting 
as a cloud on Mount Sinai, the tent of meeting, and the temple (Exod. 24:16; 40:35; 1 Kings 8:12). 
Today, the phrase “shekinah glory” refers to the manifest presence of God dwelling among His 
redeemed people. Amazingly, our spirits have become the dwelling place of God in the earth. God's 
shekinah glory has literally taken up permanent residence within our spirit. Undoubtedly, when Paul 
told the Corinthians that they were a temple of the living God, he had shekinah glory in mind. Inside 
every born-again believer resides the fiery presence of God’s shekinah glory. 

d) Just as God’s Old Covenant temple had three parts—the outer court, the holy place, and the holy of 
holies—God’s New Covenant temple is comprised of body, soul, and spirit (1 Thess. 5:23). Our body 
is like the outer court, visible for all to see. Our soul, with our mind, will, and emotions, is like the holy 
place and is enlightened by the presence of God in our spirit. And the innermost place within us, 
behind the veil so-to-speak, lies the holy of holies, where no human light has ever penetrated and 
the naked eye has never seen. This is the secret place of the Most High, the dwelling place of God’s 
shekinah glory. Here in the holy of holies, in our spirit, is where we meet with God and commune 
with Him. 

e) Our spirit is like the ark of the covenant, the container that houses God’s glory. To ancient Israel, the 
ark of the covenant was the place where God spoke (Exod. 25:22), it was considered an essential 
weapon in their military efforts against the enemy (1 Sam. 4:3), and it was the centerpiece of David’s 
tabernacle, where worshipers ascribed glory and honor to God twenty-four-hours-a-day, seven-
days-a-week (1 Chron. 6:31, 37). When the ark of the covenant was placed in the temple of Dagon, 
the Philistine god, God’s glory caused Dagon to break into pieces (1 Sam. 5:2-4). The ark of the 
covenant, when it was placed in the house of Obed-edom for three months, released great blessings 
to him and his entire household (2 Sam. 6:11-12).  

f) What does this mean for us today? Our spirit, like the ark of the covenant, is the container that houses 
the glory of God. Because God’s glory has taken up permanent residence within us, we can hear the 
voice of God, overcome the evil one, commune with God at any moment, and experience great 
blessings. As the temple of the living God, the shekinah glory of God has taken up permanent 
residence within our spirit. That means you carry the presence of God wherever you go. When you 
go to the grocery store, you carry God. When you go to work, you carry God. When you go to school, 
you carry God. No matter what you do or where you go, you are a carrier of God’s presence through 
the indwelling Spirit. You don't just carry your Bible with you or even a life-changing teaching about 
God; you carry God Himself wherever you go, for you are the temple of the living God. 
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g) Though wonderful truths, there’s something even greater than individual temples, scattered and 
disconnected, containing God’s glory. Paul, reaching back into the eternal council, realized that 
God’s ultimate intention was for us, as living stones, to be fit together as a corporate temple. Paul 
realized that individual fullness was only the beginning of God’s eternal purpose. Corporate fullness 
was God’s ultimate aim. That’s why Paul said, “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 
you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household, having been built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the 
whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also 
are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit” (Eph. 2:19-22). What a mouthful of 
powerful, life-changing revelation!  

h) As individual temples filled with the Spirit, we are meant to be “fitted together” and to grow “into a 
holy temple in the Lord.” This is God’s vision for every local gathering of believers. He wants every 
local church to become “a dwelling of God in the Spirit.” Undoubtedly, Paul is not thinking outer 
court or holy place. He has the holy of holies in mind, the place where God’s glory resides in fullness. 

i) Let me ask you an honest question. Do you know of any local church where God’s Spirit dwells in 
such fullness that it’s comparable to the holy of holies? If you answered yes, let me follow up with 
another question. Are people who live in compromise and sin in this church falling down dead? See, 
what we can get away with in the outer court and the holy place will get us killed in the holy of holies. 
When God’s glory rested on the church in the book of Acts, you couldn’t get away with anything. If 
you lied, you died, just like Ananias and Sapphira. When a local church truly becomes a holy of holies 
dwelling place in the Spirit, unrepentant sinners will literally die.  

j) Isaiah said, “Sinners in Zion are terrified; trembling has seized the godless. Who among us can live 
with the consuming fire? Who among us can live with continual burning? He who walks righteously 
and speaks with sincerity, he who rejects unjust gain and shakes his hands so that they hold no bribe; 
he who stops his ears from hearing about bloodshed and shuts his eyes from looking upon evil” (Isa. 
33:14-15). In Scripture, Zion is the holy-of-holies dwelling place of God’s glory.  

k) When a local gathering of living stones becomes a holy-of-holies-dwelling place of God’s Spirit, look 
out! The consuming fire of God’s manifest presence will consume those living in compromise. His 
fire will burn those who live unrighteous, who fail to speak the truth, who gossip, and who let their 
eyes look upon evil. If God’s glory were to come to the church today, with the church living in such 
compromise, there would likely be mass casualties. Even so, God’s ultimate intention is for local 
churches to become holy-of-holies dwelling places in the Spirit. This eternal purpose will be fulfilled 
before the Lord returns. The Holy Spirit will have a corporate temple that He fills with His glory at the 
end of the age. 

IV. #2: A House in Which the Spirit Dwells 

a) While many are praying for revival, the Lord yearns for much more than sporadic visitations; His 
eternal purpose is to make the church His glorious habitation. The Spirit yearns jealously to dwell in 
His spiritual house continuously. The Spirit earnestly desires to make the church His glorious home. 

b) Peter said, “You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:5). The Holy Spirit’s 
inheritance in the saints is a spiritual house built with living stones where He dwells continuously in 
His shekinah glory.  

c) Looking at Peter’s statement, we see three important phrases that describe the Holy Spirit’s 
inheritance. These are: A) Living stones; B) a spiritual house; and C) a holy priesthood. Let’s consider 
each one. 
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V. #2A: Living Stones Fit Together 

a) God’s spiritual house is built with living stones, not dead stones. Living stones are those who have 
been born of the Spirit and have Christ’s indwelling life. Living stones have experienced a spiritual 
resurrection and have been joined to Christ Spirit-to-spirit.  

b) Not only do living stones have the indwelling Spirit, they allow the Spirit to have them. Alive with 
Christ’s resurrection life, living stones live in full surrender to the Spirit and allow His fullness to be 
released into their heart, soul, and body. Living stones are a people filled and possessed by the 
indestructible life of Christ. 

c) God only builds His spiritual house with living stones. Not with dead stones. Dead stones either don’t 
have Christ’s indwelling life or they keep His life suppressed through selfish and carnal living. Dead 
stones, who have Christ but keep Him imprisoned within, will never be the building blocks of God’s 
spiritual house. 

d) What a delusion to think that most churches are God’s spiritual house! Far from it! Many regular 
attenders aren’t even born of the Spirit. Of those who are, few are the Spirit-led sons of God under 
the government of the Lamb, fully submitted to Jesus Christ, the head. With this in mind, it’s almost 
impossible for God’s spiritual house to be built unless living stones leave the Christian religious 
system, under the government of man, and seek God outside the camp (Heb. 13:13). In this hour, 
there’s a cry from the heart of God to His people, “Come out of her, my people” (Rev. 18:4). It’s time 
for God’s living stones, alive by the resurrection life of Christ and fully submitted to the Holy Spirit, 
to leave the Babylonian ways of the Christian religion and to build God’s spiritual house outside the 
camp of man’s government. 

e) Before the Lord returns, He will call His living stones out of the religious system governed by man 
and bring them in to the wilderness, where He will shape them into spiritual men and women, 
cutting away all that is carnal and soulish. These men and women, filled with the Spirit unto fullness 
and living for the Lamb, will then be fit together into God’s spiritual house—the house in which He 
will establish as the Spirit’s dwelling place as He pours forth His glory. For this to happen, we have 
to realize that God can only build a spiritual house with spiritual men and women. 

VI. #2B: God’s Spiritual House Is Built with Spiritual People 

a) When we think of God’s spiritual house, we typically think of something like this: “The church is not 
a physical building, but it’s the people who gather together.” There’s some truth to this, but God’s 
ultimate intention for His spiritual house is much deeper. God can’t build His spiritual house with 
just any type of people that gather together. He can’t build His spiritual house with carnal or soulish 
men and women. No, God can only build His spiritual house with those who are truly spiritual.  

b) In 1 Corinthians 2:14-15 and 3:1, Paul revealed three possible states of born-again believers. Let’s 
quickly look at these two passages: 

But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to 
him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised. But he who is 
spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no one (1 Cor. 2:14-15).  

And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants 
in Christ (1 Cor. 3:1). 

c) In the first passage, the Greek word for “natural man” means “belonging to the psuche, soul.”2 In 
other words, Paul contrasted the soulish man with the spiritual man. A few verses later, Paul 
contrasted “men of flesh”—or “carnal” as the KJV translates it—with those who are spiritual.  
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d) Thus, we have these three possible states of born-again believers: 1) The carnal; 2) the soulish; or 3) 
the spiritual. Here’s the key we need to understand: Our state is determined by what part of our 
being governs and leads us. Are we led by our body, our soul, or our spirit? 

e) The carnal man or woman 

A carnal man or woman is governed by the body coupled together with the soul. That is, a carnal 
person is driven by what they see, hear, smell, taste, and touch and by the influence of these five 
senses upon the mind, will, and emotions. Everything they do and live for is driven by the outside in. 
A carnal man or woman is governed by their appetite for food, comfort, sex, and sensual pleasure. A 
carnal person, though born of the Spirit, is not much different from an animal in terms of living by 
their sensual appetites. A carnal person is relegated to the outer court of God’s house and will remain 
an infant in Christ. 

f) The soulish man or woman 

The soulish man or woman is governed by human reasoning, emotions, and self-preference. What 
they think, feel, and want drives how they live. The soulish person is led by what their mind can 
calculate, by what logic dictates, and by what their narrow-mind can speculate. The soulish believer 
is opinionated, obstinate, and unruly. They are double-minded because their feelings dictate what 
they believe. What feels good to the soulish person is what’s true, right, and good while what feels 
bad is false, unrighteous, and ungodly. For the soulish, human compassion and empathy trump 
truth and righteousness. In addition, the soulish person is ruled by what they want. They are strong-
willed, obstinate, rebellious, and independent. They live by what their will insists upon having. What 
they want, when they want it, and how they want it done is the motto that subconsciously governs 
their life. The soulish person, though born of the Spirit, can never know God nor can they understand 
the things of the Spirit. It’s impossible. Though the soulish can praise in the outer court and 
accomplish many good things for God in their own strength, talent, and creativity, they will never 
progress past the holy place. Though they shed many tears and feel God’s Spirit moving, though 
they are moved with human compassion and toil to help the marginalized, the soulish man or 
woman will remain an immature, unbroken child governed by what they think, feel, and want. 

g) The spiritual man or woman 

Unfortunately, when we think of someone who is spiritual, we think of outward demonstrations, 
such as loud amens during the preaching, spontaneous dancing, lifting up of hands during worship, 
shouting out halleluiahs, crying, blowing shofars, continuously quoting Scripture, and always talking 
about God. Though spiritual men and women might do some of these outward demonstrations at 
various times, these do not make us spiritual. What I’ve observed, being in the Charismatic 
movement for over twenty-five years, is that many of these demonstrations are soulish. The Holy 
Spirit has not inspired many of these outward demonstrations, but because people think it’s 
spiritual, they keep doing it. So, when I speak of being spiritual men and women, I mean that we are 
fully submitted and yielded to the Holy Spirit’s government internally. Our mind, will, and emotions 
are under the control of the indwelling Spirit. Yes, we still have our own thoughts, feelings, and 
desires, but these do not control or lead us. We have learned to bring all that is of the soul under the 
Lordship of Christ. The spiritual person is ruled and governed by the Holy Spirit alone. The five senses 
of their body and the mind, will, and emotions of their soul are fully yielded to the indwelling Spirit 
of Christ. The spiritual man or woman, having discovered that Christ dwells within them, has come 
to the realization that He is their life-source and they have learned to live by the life of Another. Their 
spirit has been strengthened as the uncontested leader of their life and they live by intuition and 
communion with the Spirit. Those who are led by the Spirit in this way are the mature sons of God 
who dwell within the holy of holies, for they have no mixture of flesh and soul and they follow the 
Lamb wherever He goes. 
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VII. The Dividing of Soul and Spirit 

a) After God’s living stones leave the system and gather together outside the camp, there’s always a 
work that God must do before He can build His spiritual house. Jesus, the great high priest “over the 
house of God,” must take out His sharp, priestly knife to surgically divide our soul from our spirit 
(Heb. 10:21). He must do a deep, penetrating, corporate work that exposes the mixture of flesh and 
soul with the Spirit, for those governed by the self-life cannot come into the holy of holies. Only 
spiritual men and women under the internal reign of the Lamb can be fit together into God’s spiritual 
house. 

b) Hebrews 4:12 states, “For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to 
judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” 

c) Under the Old Covenant, when priests would offer up sacrifices, they would tie an animal to an altar 
and split it in half with a sharp knife. In a similar way, God divides the soul from the spirit by His sharp, 
two-edged sword. In fact, the word translated “sword” means “a large knife, used for killing animals 
and cutting up flesh.”3 When the priest split the sacrifice in half, the knife was so sharp that it pierced 
the animal to the joints and marrow, exposing the animal’s internal organs for all to see. Obviously, 
the author of Hebrews had this in mind when he said, “But all things are open and laid bare to the 
eyes of Him with whom we have to do” (Heb. 4:13). This statement follows immediately after he 
described how the sharp, two-edged sword of God’s living and active Word divides between our 
soul and spirit, until the thoughts and intentions of our heart are laid bare. 

d) As the great high priest over God’s spiritual house, Jesus takes His sharp, two-edged sword and He 
thrusts it into us, until it penetrates, exposes, and divides what is of the soul from what is of the spirit. 
Since soulish men and women can never dwell in the holy of holies of God’s spiritual house, Jesus 
must transform us into spiritual people, free from the mixture of flesh and soul. Every part of our 
being must come under the government of the Lamb if the Holy Spirit is to have a spiritual house 
for Him to inhabit. 

e) Because our soul and spirit are so tightly interwoven, only God’s living, active, and quickening Word, 
under the headship of the great high priest, Jesus Christ, can surgically expose the thoughts, 
emotions, and desires that are influencing us. It takes this surgical work, both individually and 
corporately, for us to realize how little we follow the Lamb wherever He goes. Until this sword 
penetrates into our being, we easily mistake our soulish impulses for the Spirit’s leadership. Much of 
the activity in God’s house is not Spirit-inspired and Spirit-led, but is rather the creativity, 
intelligence, and ingenuity of soulish man. That’s why this Spirit-led surgery is so critical to the 
building of God’s spiritual house and the fulfillment of His eternal purpose. 

f) Paul said to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, which is our spiritual service of worship (Rom. 
12:1). As we present ourselves on the altar, like the animal of the Old Covenant, Jesus takes His sharp 
knife and begins to cut us wide open, revealing how much of our life-source is from the soul rather 
than the Spirit. If you are interested in learning more about this, I highly recommend Watchmen 
Nee’s classic book, The Spiritual Man. This book, which is close to six-hundred pages, is a must-read 
if you want to be a spiritual man or woman who dwells in the holy of holies. 

g) Because of the fall, even after we’ve been born of the Spirit, we are so inherently selfish that we start 
believing that God thinks like us, feels like us, and wants what we want. Imperceptibly, our soul leads 
us rather than the indwelling Spirit. Until Jesus surgically separates our soul from our spirit, where 
we clearly see the source of our living, it’s almost impossible to discern God’s leading in our spirit 
from what we think is God’s leading in our mind, will, and emotions.  

h) In the church today, so much religious activity is inspired by human compassion, human creativity, 
and human intelligence. Though it stimulates the mind, stirs the emotions, and motivates the will, 
many songs and sermons are soulish. Yes, it’s good. But realize this: There was also a good side to 
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the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Most forget this. Just because something is good doesn’t 
mean it’s God. Just because something is good doesn’t mean the Holy Spirit inspired it and anointed 
it. It doesn’t matter how many goosebumps or tears you experienced. That’s not necessarily a sign 
that God’s Spirit is at work. It could very well be that your soul is stimulated. It doesn’t matter how 
good the music or the message is. It can still be heavily mixed with the soul, and in the end, all that 
is accomplished is an event where man is glorified and people are entertained, but there’s little to 
no transformation into the image of Jesus Christ. Nor is God’s eternal purpose fulfilled. 

i) We have to realize that there is one Man and one Man alone that is exalted in the holy of holies and 
that is the Man, Christ Jesus. Today, in much of the church, it’s primarily about the exaltation of man. 
Worship leaders and preachers have become rock stars. Never before have we seen more talented 
musicians and communicators. But at the end of the day, is Christ Jesus being glorified and is God’s 
eternal purpose being fulfilled? If not, then there is a mixture between the soul and the spirit that 
desperately needs to be divided by the living and active Word of God. 

j) For the church to become God’s spiritual house and the inheritance of the Holy Spirit, for us to 
become the priests that God desires who minister to Him in the holy of holies, we desperately need 
for the sharp knife of Jesus to cut us open and to divide between the soul and the spirit. We 
desperately need to be transformed from carnal and soulish people into spiritual men and women 
of God. 

VIII. A Holy Priesthood 

a) So far, we’ve examined what it means to be living stones and a spiritual house. Now we need to look 
at becoming “a holy priesthood” (1 Peter 2:5). 

b) In the New Covenant, we have to understand that our priesthood is not of the old order of Levi, but 
of the new order of Melchizedek. Simply put, since Jesus is a priest after the order of Melchizedek, 
then so are we (Heb. 5:10). 

c) What does this mean? To keep it simple, the priesthood of Melchizedek combines the two offices of 
priest and king. Under the Levitical system, the priest and the king were two separate offices. But 
under the Melchizedek priesthood, these two offices have been merged together as one (Zech. 6:13). 
The Melchizedek priesthood, therefore, combines the role of priest and king into one priestly 
function. Just as Revelation 1:6 states, Jesus “has made us kings and priests to His God and Father” 
(Rev. 1:6, NKJV). As priests after the order of Melchizedek, we are priests and kings to God. 

d) With this in mind, I want to connect the Melchizedek priesthood with the sons of Zadok by looking 
at the name Melchizedek in the Hebrew, which is the compound word Malkiy-Tsedeq. Malkiy comes 
from a Hebrew word that means “king” and tsedeq comes from the same root word, tsadaq, in which 
Zadok is derived, and it means “justice, rightness, righteousness.”4  In fact, you can almost see Zadok 
in the name Melchizedek when you hyphenate these two words as such: Melchi-zedek. 

e) Why is this important? If read Ezekiel 44, you see two priesthoods. You see the priesthood of the 
outer court and you see the Zadok priesthood of the holy of holies.  

f) The outer-court priesthood is a ministry to the people in the outer court rather than a holy-of-holies 
priesthood that ministers directly to the Lord (Ezek. 44:11, 13). The outer-court priesthood works “to 
keep the machine and the system running” for the glory and honor of man. The outer-court 
priesthood might seemingly accomplish great things for God, but this priesthood is not permitted 
to minister to the Lord in the holy of holies (Ezek. 44:13). This outer-court priesthood is characterized 
by mixture—a mixture of the carnal and soulish with the spiritual. Though the outer-court 
priesthood might have good, exciting, and thrilling events with thousands of people whose souls 
are stimulated, rarely do these come into the holy of holies, where the only thing that’s heard is the 
voice of God from the throne and the only one whose glorified is the Man, Christ Jesus. 
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g) The holy-of-holies priesthood, on the other hand, are spiritual sons of Zadok whose chief ministry is 
a face-to-face ministry to the Lord. This priesthood has allowed the sharp, two-edged Word of God 
to divide between the soul and the spirit, until all the mixture of their old life has been once and for 
all put away through the experiential work of the cross. These spiritual men and women have fully 
come under the internal reign of the Lamb, they follow the Lamb wherever He goes, and they have 
been spiritually prepared to minister to the Lord face-to-face in the holy of holies (Ezek. 44:15). These 
are the priests after the order of Melchizedek who minister to the Lord in God’s spiritual house. This 
priesthood is the dream of God’s heart and it’s His eternal purpose established before time and 
creation. 

h) Dwelling in the holy of holies, this spiritual priesthood has experienced God’s voice from the throne 
and can therefore teach the Lord’s people the difference between the holy and the profane and the 
clean and unclean (Ezek. 44:23). Though they have an inheritance in Christ, they are so preoccupied 
with the Lord they rarely consider the New Covenant blessings that belong to them. To these priests, 
the Lord Himself is their inheritance and He alone satisfies the cravings of their heart and soul (Ezek. 
44:28). 

i) This Zadok priesthood after the order of Melchizedek is blameless. In fact, the name Zadok in the 
Hebrew means “righteous.”5 Make no mistake about it—God’s Zadok priesthood will be righteous. 
And not just the imputed righteousness through the finished work of the cross. I’m talking about 
the experiential righteousness exemplified by a lifestyle of obedience. God’s Zadok priesthood will 
be comprised of men and women who are loyal, faithful, discerning, holy, self-sacrificing, humble, 
and fully devoted to the Lord. Because of their righteous lifestyle and their righteous acts, they will 
be given garments of fine linen, which will allow them to worship the Lord face-to-face before the 
throne in the holy of holies in the fullness of His glory (Rev. 19:7-9).  

j) Jesus said, “But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers” (John 4:23, emphasis mine). 
Before the Father seeks worship, notice that He is first seeking “worshipers.” If we have not become 
worshipers, then our singing, praising, shouting, and dancing on Sunday is far less than what God 
desires. God wants us to become worshipers before we express our worship through music. God is 
calling us to become worshipers before we do worship.  

k) The word for worship means “to kiss the hand towards one, in token of reverence.”6 Among the 
Orientals, especially the Persians, this word meant “to fall upon the knees and touch the ground with 
the forehead as an expression of profound reverence.”7 In the New Testament, this word means to 
do homage “by kneeling or prostration” in order “to express respect or to make supplication.”8 

l) Based upon this definition, worship has so much more to do with bowing down to the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ than it does music. Is music one way we express our worship to the Lord? Yes. 
Absolutely. But it’s just one way we express our worship. Unfortunately, music has become the 
primary way most believers express their worship. Don’t misunderstand what I’m saying. I love music 
and I love expressing my worship to the Lord through music. However, if we have not first become 
worshipers by bowing down to the Lordship of Jesus Christ in our hearts and living for Him Monday-
Saturday, then our singing, shouting, dancing, and clapping on Sunday is not true worship. It’s 
hypocritical. 

m) Ask the typical churchgoer to define “worship” and many would unfortunately describe a sanctuary 
or stadium filled with people whose hands were lifted high in response to the music performed by 
a popular band. Few would think of Abraham willing to sacrifice his most prized possession, Isaac, 
on the altar. Few would think of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who willingly obeyed the Lord’s inner 
prompting to leave America and return to Germany, knowing that he would die as a martyr. Again, 
I love music and love worshiping the Lord to music. But much of the present-day worship to music 
is not the kind of worship that Jesus died for and the Father is seeking. 
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n) This brings me to another point. When the Lord initiated the worship movement many years ago, 
His intention was to transform us into worshipers who would embrace a lifestyle of worship. He 
wanted a people who would be like Abraham, who laid down his most sacred possessions on the 
altar of sacrifice. He wanted a people like Mary of Bethany, who anointed Jesus with the perfume of 
a life fully devoted to Him and His purposes. He also wanted a people like David, whose heart burned 
to know the Lord deeply. Though that was His intention in the modern-day “worship” movement, 
sadly, this movement has become a music movement rather than a true worship movement. Today, 
throngs of people lift their hands in “worship,” shedding tears, feeling goosebumps, dancing, 
shouting, praising, and experiencing a spiritual high. Yet hours later, these same people look at porn, 
commit acts of sexual immorality, lie, gossip, cheat, steal, dishonor spiritual authority, and basically 
live like the world.  

o) In summary, the Father is seeking worshipers who surrender their life to Him, love Him with all of 
their heart and soul, and who anoint Him with the costly perfume of sweet abandonment. Whereas 
the modern-day church has worshiped primarily to music, God’s eternal purpose has always been 
to have worshipers before He had worship. His eternal purpose has always been to have a spiritual 
priesthood in His spiritual house who would minister to Him in the holy of holies.  

IX. #3: A Body That the Spirit Possesses and Brings to Maturity 

a) The third dynamic of the Holy Spirit’s inheritance is a body that He fully possesses and brings to 
maturity. Speaking about God’s eternal purpose, Paul said, “And He put all things in subjection under 
His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him 
who fills all in all” (Eph. 1:22-23). 

b) When many people think of the church, they envision a building, a weekly service, music, or a 
sermon. While the church certainly gathers in a building at least once a week and has music and a 
message, this is not the church. The church is a body, not a building; an organism, not an 
organization.  

c) Paul said that the church “is His body.” The ekklēsia, the Greek word for church, is not a place we go 
once a week. It’s a gathering of those who have the indwelling life of Christ. In fact, we can only 
belong to the body of Christ if the Holy Spirit dwells within us.  

d) Paul said the body of Christ is “the fullness of Him who fills all in all.” As stated previously, individual 
fullness precedes corporate fullness. Or stated another way, corporate fullness is impossible until 
individuals, in whom the Spirit dwells, allow Him to fill them unto fullness. At the same time, the 
fullness of Christ can never be realized by scattered and disjointed individuals, even if they are filled 
with the Holy Spirit. God’s eternal purpose to release the fullness of Christ can only be accomplished 
corporately—not individually.  

e) While many think the church is as a crowd of people at a weekly event, the Lord sees His church 
much differently. From the Lord’s perspective, the church is the expression of Christ’s very own life 
in a people who’ve fully surrendered to Him and have allowed Him to lovingly fit them together as 
living stones into a spiritual house. Corporate fullness, therefore, can only be realized when 
individuals have allowed the Holy Spirit to fill them unto fullness, have embraced the often-
challenging process of being fit together as living stones, and have committed themselves to 
gathering together regularly under the headship of Jesus Christ. 

f) Many believers, having been burned by organized religion under the government of man, despise 
the church. They rarely, if ever, gather together with other Christ followers who are filled with the 
Spirit. Isolated and independent, they seek Jesus on their own, blinded to their desperate need of 
Christ’s corporate body. These lone rangers will never come into the fullness of God’s eternal 
purpose—no matter how much they love Jesus, no matter how abandoned they are, no matter how 
much they pray, fast, and seek God, and no matter how nice they are. God established an immutable 
law in His eternal council that can never be violated. Namely, the fullness of Christ can only be 
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experienced corporately—not individually. If you care about the fullness of Christ, please don’t 
abandon the local gathering of His people who are fully submitted to the Holy Spirit! 

g) If you want to see the fullness of Christ released at the end of the age, you need to understand the 
importance of the corporate expression of Christ’s body. The Lord’s agenda for local churches is so 
much greater than your individual agenda or your individual ministry. The day of independence and 
isolation must end if we’re ever to see the fullness of Christ. Jesus is coming back for a united bride, 
not a harem of isolated, me-and-Jesus seekers. The Lord is preparing a corporate man, a unified son, 
to place into His eternal inheritance—not a scattered and isolated group of kindergarteners doing 
their own thing. 

h) God’s eternal purpose to release the fullness of Christ can only be accomplished through the 
corporate expression of His life through His unified body. The fullness of Christ can only be realized 
when individuals, who are filled with the Holy Spirit, are fit together as living stones into a spiritual 
house and gather together regularly to seek the Lord. 

i) To better understand corporate fullness—the Holy Spirit’s inheritance in a body that He possesses 
and brings to maturity—we need to know that: A) Christ is the head of the church; B) the body 
expresses Christ’s life; and C) the body will become a mature man. 

X. #3A: Christ Is the Head of the Church 

a) Before Jesus Christ, there were only two races: Jew and Gentile. After Christ poured out His Spirit at 
Pentecost, there were three races: Jew, Gentile, and the ekkelsia of God. Paul said, “Give no offense 
to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God” (1 Cor. 10:32). Based upon this truth, early Christians 
referred to themselves as the “third race”—a new creation that corporately expressed the 
resurrection life of Christ to the surrounding world. 

b) Though we are new creations individually, having a new spirit, a new heart, and the indwelling Spirit, 
we are also a new creation corporately. Jesus Christ is the head and we are His body. Together, we 
are mutually dependent upon one another. By our life-union with the indwelling Spirit, we as the 
body are connected to the head, Jesus Christ. 

c) Just as our body needs a head for life, nourishment, and direction, as the body of Christ, we need 
Jesus Christ as our head in order to receive His life, His nourishment, and His direction. Likewise, just 
as our physical head needs a body to express itself, Jesus Christ in heaven depends upon His body 
on earth to express His life—to be His hands and feet to a hurting and dying world. In short, there is 
mutual dependence between Jesus Christ the head and His body. 

d) Paul said God’s eternal purpose was “the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens 
and things on the earth” (Eph. 1:10). When you understand that the Greek word for “summing up” is 
derived from a word that means “to bring under heads,” then Paul was basically saying this: God’s 
eternal purpose is to bring everything in heaven and on earth under the headship of Jesus Christ.9 
This eternal initiative starts with the church.  

e) Before the Father will gather the rebel earth under the headship of Jesus Christ during the Kingdom 
Age, He will first bring the body of Christ under the headship of His Son in the Church Age. At the 
forefront of God’s purpose for this age is establishing the internal reign of the Lamb within the heart 
and soul of His people. 

f) Paul said, “We are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ” (Eph. 4:15). While 
many are waiting to go up in the rapture, God wants us to grow up and come fully under the 
headship of Jesus Christ. This means a life of complete and absolute surrender. This means yielding 
fully to the Holy Spirit so that He can transform us into spiritual people who follow the Lamb 
wherever He goes (Rev. 14:4). This means stop trying to fit Jesus into our life and allowing Christ to 
become our life. When we grow up into Christ the head through our vital life-union with His Spirit, 
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Jesus becomes our control center, our absolute authority, our spiritual nourishment, and our life 
supply. He becomes our all in all. 

XI. #3B: The Body Expresses Christ’s Life 

a) Paul said, “Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?” (1 Cor. 6:15). Not only are we 
temples of the Holy Spirit. We are also members of Christ’s very own body. The church is Jesus Christ 
on the earth. 

b) As those indwelt by the very life of Christ, we don’t have a life detached from Christ the head. We 
have a vital life-union with the risen Christ. We are partakers of His life. Sharers of His life. We are His 
body connected to Him, the head who dwells in heaven. 

c) Paul made an amazing statement when he said, “For even as the body is one and yet has many 
members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ” 
(1 Cor. 12:12). The body of Christ on earth is Christ. What a profound statement and revelation! The 
fullness of Christ is Christ the head in heaven joined to Christ the body on earth. We are literally the 
expression of Christ’s heavenly life in the earth. 

d) When Saul (Paul) was traveling to Damascus, he had a life-transforming, history-altering encounter 
with the risen Christ. As light suddenly flashed around him, he fell to the ground and heard the voice 
of Jesus say to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me....I am Jesus whom you are persecuting” 
(Acts 9:4-5). Wait. What? How could Saul possibly be persecuting Jesus, who had ascended to heaven 
several years before this encounter? From Jesus’ perspective, His ekkelsia, His body, is Him. To treat 
His body well is to treat Him well. Conversely, to persecute His body is to persecute Him. The body 
of Christ on earth is Jesus on earth. Together, we are the expression of His life in the earth. 

e) This point becomes resoundingly clear in Jesus’ parable of the sheep and the goats (Matt. 25:31-46). 
Without getting into all the details of this parable, we see that how we treat the Lord’s brothers is 
how we treat Him (Matt. 25:40). If members of His body are hungry and we feed them, we also feed 
the Lord. If members of His body are thirsty and we give them something to drink, we also give the 
Lord a drink. The same is true with visiting prisoners, clothing the naked, caring for the sick, and 
showing hospitality to the stranger. The way we treat the body of Christ is the way we treat Christ, 
for in the Lord’s eyes, His body is an extension of Himself. 

XII. #3C: The Body Will Become a Mature Man 

a) In one of the most profound statements in Scripture, Paul declared God’s ultimate intention for the 
body of Christ. He revealed that we are to become “a mature man...the measure of the stature which 
belongs to the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13). This is a corporate calling, not an individual calling. 
Thus, this calling must be answered corporately by a mature church that is united as one body at the 
end of the age. 

b) Imagine a football team with the best quarterback, running back, and wide receiver in the league. 
Even though they have the best three players, the rest of the team is lousy. The offensive line can’t 
block. The defense can’t stop anybody. What would be the result? This team would not win many 
games. The same is true with the body of Christ. Even if a few individuals are filled with the fullness 
of Christ, God’s eternal purpose can’t be accomplished apart from corporate fullness. It’s imperative 
that we understand this. 

c) As stated in the last session, Ephesians 4:13 will be fulfilled at the end of the age. A man-child will be 
born three-and-a-half years before Jesus returns, completing the first-fruits harvest of God’s mature 
sons. Following this, through great tribulation, persecution, pain, turmoil, and chaos, the final and 
ultimate ingathering of God’s sons will be realized. Thus, God’s ultimate intention to have a family 
of Christ-like sons will be accomplished. He will have a corporate son, a mature man, that has been 
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transformed unto full stature. He will have a corporate son that will fulfill His eternal purpose to 
release the fullness of Christ into His creation.  

d) Though God’s prophetic plans have been unveiled to us, this will not be sovereignly accomplished 
apart from our participation. We have a vital role to play. God will not fulfill our part and we can’t 
fulfill God’s part. This can only be accomplished when the head and the body are working in unison 
together. God’s eternal purpose can only be realized when the corporate body comes to fullness as 
the individual members yield fully to the indwelling Spirit and allow Christ to be their life. 

e) In the context of writing about the mature man, Paul said that we are to come “to the unity of the 
faith” (Eph. 4:13). When you understand the Greek, the unity of the faith could be translated the 
oneness of the faith.10 The oneness of faith that Paul mentioned and that Jesus prayed for (John 
17:21, 23) is far greater than merely getting along with different tribes in the body of Christ. It is far 
greater than abstaining from criticism, judgment, and gossip about those with whom we differ. It is 
far greater than co-laboring in city-wide projects or praying and fasting together for revival.  

f) It is not a forced unity through conformity. Nor a guilt-based unity where we strive to accomplish 
unity in the flesh. For the corporate body to be transformed into a mature man, which is the measure 
of the stature that belongs to the fullness of Christ, we become one through an organic and life-
based work of the Holy Spirit. A oneness where each individual member is fully devoted to Christ, 
fully intimate with Christ, fully surrendered to Christ, fully aligned to God’s eternal purpose, fully 
mature in Christ, and filled fully with Christ’s life. Only when the individual members of Christ’s body 
experience this type of fullness and are fit together as living stones will Jesus have the oneness that 
He prayed for in John 17 (John 17:21, 23). This is the oneness of faith for which He died. This is the 
oneness of faith that will be accomplished at the end of the age. 

g) With this in mind, let each of us press into the fullness of Christ and become the inheritance that the 
Holy Spirit yearns for jealously. Let’s become the Holy Spirit’s inheritance as a corporate temple that 
He fills, a spiritual house in which He dwells, and a body that He possesses and brings to maturity. 

 

1 Vines Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words (New York: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1985), s.v. “shakan,” referenced from OneTouch OB-2 (Seattle, 
WA: Biblesoft, 2016). 
2 Vines Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words (New York: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1985), s.v. “psychikos,” referenced from OneTouch OB-2 
(Seattle, WA: Biblesoft, 2016). 
3 Thayer's Greek Lexicon, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft, Inc., 2006), s.v. “machaira,” referenced from OneTouch OB-2 (Seattle, WA: 
Biblesoft, 2016). 
4 The Online Bible Thayer's Greek Lexicon and Brown Driver & Briggs' Hebrew Lexicon (Ontario, Canada: Woodside Bible Fellowship, 1993), s.v. 
“melek” and “tsedeq,” referenced from OneTouch OB-2 (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft, 2016). 
5 The Online Bible Thayer's Greek Lexicon and Brown Driver & Briggs' Hebrew Lexicon (Ontario, Canada: Woodside Bible Fellowship, 1993), s.v. 
“tsadowq,” referenced from OneTouch OB-2 (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft, 2016). 
6 https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G4352&t=NASB, referenced on 11/22/2017. 
7 Ibid. 
8 Ibid. 
9 The word “summing up” is derived from the Greek work kephalioō, which means “to bring under heads.” See 
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G 2775&t=NASB, referenced on 11/22/2017.  
10 The word translated unity is the Greek word henotēs. This word is derived from the Greek word heis, which means “one.” See 
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?strongs=G1520&t=NASB, referenced on 11/22/2017. 

                                                           


