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I. The Revelation of the Mystery 

a) For the next three months, I will be teaching a new class that we will post on our website. This class 
is called Ekklesia: Expressing Christ’s life together. 

b) My prayer is that this class will be revelationary. That is, that we would each receive deep revelation 
and this revelation would bring a revolution in how we think about and do church. 

c) Paul said, “That by revelation there was made known to me the mystery. . . . the mystery of Christ . . . 
to be specific, that the Gentiles are . . . fellow members of the body . . . to bring to light . . . the mystery 
which for ages has been hidden in God . . . this was in accordance with the eternal purpose . . . in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Eph. 3:3-11). 

d) In short, Paul received a revelation of the mystery that was hidden in God since eternity past. This 
revelation was a revelation of Christ. Specifically, it was a revelation of the body of Christ. This has 
always been God’s eternal purpose. 

e) Warning: If we just have knowledge, facts, doctrines, and information about “the body of Christ” and 
“the church” and don’t have revelation, we will do what church leaders have done for the past 1,700 
years. We will institutionalize, formalize, traditionalize, systematize, and incorporate the church. 
Apart from revelation, we will continue doing what we have been doing when the Lord desires 
something so much richer and deeper. 

II. Goals of this Class 

1. From a place of revelation, to communicate God’s eternal purpose of the church. 

2. For you to receive a revelation of God’s eternal purpose of the church. 

3. That receiving this revelation, it would bring a revolution to how we view church and do church. 

4. That we would learn to live by Christ’s indwelling life individually. 

5. That we would learn to live by Christ’s indwelling life together. 

6. That living by Christ’s indwelling life, we would function as in interdependent body in divine order. 

7. That the Lord would divide between soul and spirit to remove soulish mixture from our corporate 
expression of Christ’s indwelling life. 

8. That we would have authentic fellowship together with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

III. What is the Church? 

a) What comes to your mind when you think of the word church? I asked my nephew, Evan (10), and 
my daughter, Anna (10), this question and their answers were “Ben and Chloe”—their good friends. 
A few days earlier, when I asked Anna this same question, she said, “A place you go to hear a preacher 
talk about God.” But think for a minute, what is your concept of church? What comes to your mind 
when you think of the word church? 

b) Some think the church is a place where you go on Sunday. Others view it as a service, where you 
sing 3 songs, hear a message, give your money, talk with friends, and then go out to eat afterwards. 
Others see it as an organization that advances the gospel, takes care of the poor, and establishes 
justice. 

c) But none of these modern-day concepts of the church are biblical. In fact, most of what we now call 
church has its origins from the mixing of Roman paganism and Christianity. 
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IV. Constantine 

a) Constantine was a Roman Emperor who ruled between 306 and 337 AD. During Constantine’s reign, 
Christianity transitioned to the dominant religion of the Roman Empire. The empire’s acceptance of 
Christianity caused the persecution of Christians to cease. It was no longer criminal for Christians to 
refuse Caesar worship, only bowing their knee to Jesus Christ as Lord. This meant multitudes of 
Christians would no longer be arrested, imprisoned, tortured, or executed. Numerous Christ 
followers would now be spared from crucifixion, beheading, being burned alive, or being torn to 
pieces by lions, leopards, and bears. Some scholars refer to this period as the Triumph of the Church, 
the Peace of the Church, or the Constantinian shift. Eventually, Christianity became the official 
religion of the Roman Empire. 

b) While it was wonderful that Christians were no longer thrown to the wild beasts for their sole 
allegiance to Jesus Christ, the legalization of Christianity in the Roman Empire meant the mixing of 
Christianity with paganism. Under Constantine, the pagan practices of the false gods of the Greco-
Roman world were merged with Christianity.  

c) The result: The living, spontaneous, organic expression of the church, who lived by the indwelling 
life of Christ together as a body, became institutionalized. The organic church that represented 
Christ in the earth became an organized, institutionalized religion under the government of man. 

V. The American Church 

a) Though the Reformation spearhead by Martin Luther in 1517 recovered much of biblical Christianity, 
many of the pagan practices of Rome, including the liturgical order of worship, elaborate church 
buildings, and the separation of the clergy and the laity remained intact. Institutional church, rather 
than an organic expression of Christ’s indwelling life by an interdependent body, still dominated the 
landscape of Christianity. 

b) Over 500 years later, much of the church is still an institutional, organized religion under the 
government of the clergy, who are building their own kingdoms in the name of Jesus Christ. In these 
churches, programs, rituals, structures, and processes rule the day. Congregants watch a religious 
performance by the pastor and worship team for 2 hours every week and then return home to live 
their individual Christian lives. 

c) Richard Halverson wrote, “When the Greeks got the gospel, they turned it into a philosophy; when 
the Romans got it, they turned it into a government; when the Europeans got it, they turned it into 
a culture; and when the Americans got it, they turned it into a business.”1 

d) For us Americans, who live in a culture of independence, capitalism, free enterprise, and 
entertainment, the concept of the church being a place where we go for 2 hours every Sunday is 
difficult to break from. Because of the American culture, we are wired to be independent consumers 
wanting to be entertained rather than an interdependent body, who together expresses the 
indwelling life of Christ together.  

e) Our paradigm is something like this: The pastor is the CEO, the elders are the executive leadership 
team, the worship team are the senior level employees, and those who attend, the audience, are the 
consumers. 

f) We go to church much like we would go to a sporting event, movie, or play. We go to be fed and 
entertained, as spectators rather than as active participators. We then leave church, and as any good 
consumer would do, we give it a rating: Worship was good today but the message was ok. I didn’t 
get much out of it. I don’t really feel like I’m being fed. I’m not really growing anymore. This is 
consumer Christianity rather than God’s vision for the church, which is an organic expression of the 
life of Jesus Christ through His multifaceted, interdependent body. 
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g) Here’s another way to view much of the American church. It is being built by leaders who are living 
by the tree of the knowledge of good and evil rather than the tree of life. The thinking goes 
something like this: 

It’s good to win the lost. It’s good to grow the church. It’s good to increase the giving so that 
we can do more for Christ and advance the gospel. Since these are the good things that we 
ought to be doing, we need to establish strategies, develop processes, and design services 
that will help us achieve these good goals. 

h) These leaders then go out and build. They offer to God their gifts and talents (the way of Cain). 
Without even realizing it, they have built their own kingdom, their own tower of Babel, that has 
made their name great rather than the name of Jesus Christ.  

i) Whereas Rome merged paganism with Christianity, American church leaders have mixed business 
principles into the church. Much of the church in America operates like a business organization 
rather than redeemed people living from the indwelling life of Christ. 

VI. The New Testament Church 

a) The American church is made for those who want to fit Jesus into their life. The New Testament 
church is made for those who want Jesus to be their life. And this is the only way that the New 
Testament church works. 

b) T. Austin-Sparks was the first person to use the term “organic” to describe the New Testament 
church. He wrote, 

God’s way and law of fullness is that of organic life. In the Divine order, life produces it’s own 
organism, whether it be a vegetable, animal, human or spiritual. This means that everything 
comes from the inside. Function, order and fruit issue from this law of life within. It was solely 
on this principle that we have in the New Testament came into being. Organized Christianity 
has entirely reversed this order.2 

c) The church is a spiritual organism, not an institutional organization. The church is God’s people, not 
a building. The church is meant to function from the inside out rather than the outside in.  

d) Organic means “relating to or derived from living matter.” When used of food or farming methods, 
organic means “produced or involving production without the use of chemical fertilizers, pesticides, 
or other artificial agents.” Organic can also mean “having systematic coordination of parts,” as in an 
organic whole. 

e) From God’s perspective, the church of Jesus Christ is meant to be an organic expression of Christ’s 
indwelling life, as the individual parts of the body function together in related coordination, to 
represent Christ in a particular city. 

f) When a church is truly organic, it will be free of carnal and soulish mixture. The soul will not be the 
life source of the church. Instead, the spirit, in full union with the indwelling Holy Spirit, will be the 
source for all that takes place. Human programs, rituals, liturgy, dead religion, manmade traditions, 
and human wisdom and ingenuity will be replaced by the power, grace, liberty, and spontaneity of 
the life-giving Spirit. 

g) All the individual members of the body—having Christ’s indwelling life, living from their spirit rather 
than their soul or body—will give expression of Christ’s life together, representing Him throughout 
the earth. 

h) Church in the New Testament is vastly different from what most think. The church is a body who 
lives by the tree of life—the indwelling life of Christ. What flows out of this life is organic, natural, 
spontaneous, and free. Structures, processes, and services become the natural expression and 
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overflow from those who are living by the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus. These expressions are all life-
based, being driven by the divine, indestructible, eternal life of Christ.  

i) The church is a gathering of those who have Christ’s indwelling life. Together, the individual parts 
function interdependently to represent Christ in a given city. A local church functioning like this 
becomes a microcosm of the global church, who represents Christ in the earth. 

j) The church is Christ’s body. Only those who have the indwelling life of Christ belong to the church. 
As the body learns to function together interdependently, together they give expression of Christ’s 
beautiful life to the unbelieving world and to the demonic powers in the heavens. Gathered under 
Christ’s headship, governed by elders, the body expresses Christ’s indwelling life corporately. 

VII. Defining Church 

a) The Greek word for church is ekklēsia. This word is derived from ek (out of) and klesis (a calling). 
Ekklēsia can mean: A body of citizens “gathered” to discuss the affairs of State (Act 19:39); the 
“gathering” of Israel (in the Septuagint); a gathering summoned for any definite purpose, regarded 
as representative of the whole nation.3 

b) When applied to Christians, it’s the whole company of the redeemed through the present era and 
it’s also the gathering of those with Christ’s indwelling life in a given place. 

c) Adding further definition, Paul states, “And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave 
Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all” 
(Eph. 1:22-23). 

d) This verse reveals the following. The church is: The body of Christ and is comprised by those who 
have Christ in them (“in all”). Furthermore, all the members, in whom Christ dwells, are under 
obligation to be filled with His life (“who fills all”). When this happens, the fullness of Christ is 
expressed throughout the earth. In this way, when Christ’s life fills the individual members of the 
body in fullness, the church completes Him. This is the “fullness of” Christ. 

e) In short, ekklēsia is a people who are called out of the world and the busyness of life to an assembly. 
Together, they gather under Christ’s headship and express His life as an interdependent body. 

VIII. Christ the Head 

a) Jesus Christ is the head of His church and we are His body. Together, we are mutually 
interdependent upon one another. By our life-union with the indwelling Spirit, we as the body are 
connected to the head, Jesus Christ. 

b) Just as our body needs a head for life, nourishment, and direction, as the body of Christ, we need 
Jesus Christ as our head in order to receive His life, nourishment, and direction. Likewise, just as our 
physical head needs a body to express itself, Jesus Christ in heaven depends upon His body on earth 
to express His life. There is a mutual interdependence between Jesus Christ—the head—and His 
body. 

c) When we grow up into Christ the head through our vital life-union with His Spirit, Jesus becomes 
our control center, absolute authority, spiritual nourishment, and life supply. He becomes our all in 
all. 

IX. Christ the Body 

a) Paul made an amazing statement when he said, “For even as the body is one and yet has many 
members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ” 
(1 Cor. 12:12).  
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b) The body of Christ on earth is Christ. What a profound statement and revelation! The fullness of 
Christ is Christ the head in heaven joined to Christ the body on earth. We are literally the expression 
of Christ’s heavenly life in the earth. Of course, that doesn’t make us gods. But we are a corporate 
vessel that God fills and possesses. 

c) When Saul (Paul) was traveling to Damascus, he had a life-transforming, history-altering encounter 
with the risen Christ. As light suddenly flashed around him, he fell to the ground and heard the voice 
of Jesus say to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me . . . I am Jesus whom you are persecuting” 
(Acts 9:4-5).  

d) From Jesus’ perspective, His ekkelsia, His body, is Him. To treat His body well is to treat Him well. 
Conversely, to persecute His body is to persecute Him. The body of Christ on earth is Jesus on earth. 
Together, we are the expression of His life in the earth. 

e) This point becomes resoundingly clear in Jesus’ parable of the sheep and the goats (Matt. 25:31-46). 
Without getting into all the details of this parable, we see that how we treat the Lord’s brothers is 
how we treat Him (Matt. 25:40). If members of His body are hungry and we feed them, we also feed 
the Lord. If members of His body are thirsty and we give them something to drink, we also give the 
Lord a drink. The same is true with visiting prisoners, clothing the naked, caring for the sick, and 
showing hospitality to the stranger. The way we treat the body of Christ is the way we treat Christ, 
for in the Lord’s eyes, His body is an extension of Himself. 

f) The church in its rawest form is seen in Acts 1-2. They were gathered together in one accord, under 
the headship of Jesus Christ, and they were waiting on the Lord together. 

1 George R. Hunsberger and Craig Van Gelder, ed, The Church Between Gospel and Culture (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1996), p. 149. 
2 T. Austin-Sparks, Words of Wisdom and Revelation (Corinna, ME: Three Brothers, 2000), p. 49. 
3 https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G1577&t=NASB (Vine’s). 

                                                           


