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Mature in Love 

The Wilderness of Preparation 
 

1. While the bride is resting in God’s pleasures and 

beauty, the Bridegroom wants to take His bride on a 

journey toward maturity. 

 

• Sitting in the wine house of passionate love and su-

perior pleasures, the Bridegroom is about to reveal 

Himself in a new way and take His bride on the jour-

ney of a lifetime.  

• Up until this time, the bride has known her beloved 

as affectionate, enjoyable, and restful. Her primary 

interests have centered around getting her needs 

met, experiencing God’s love, and delighting in Him.  

• Her life has been completely transformed by His love 

and she is content to remain at the banquet hall for-

ever.  

• However, the Bridegroom comes to her “climbing on 

the mountains, leaping on the hills” (Song. 2:8). A 

new season has arrived, and He invites her to “come 

along” (Song. 2:8). The Bridegroom wants to take 

His bride on a journey.  

• The Bridegroom wants her to love Him like He loves 

her. But her love is still immature, and He can’t let 

This session covers: 

 

• How the wilderness prepares the bride for the Bridegroom 

• How the wilderness exposes fear and disobedience 

• Jesus' three-fold strategy to produce obedience within us 

• How obedience and suffering produces mature love 

 

This session corresponds to: 

 

• Session 8 of Understanding the Bride of Christ CDs  
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94     Understanding the Bride of Christ 

her remain in her current condition. For her love to deepen, the Bride-

groom must lead his bride into the wilderness of preparation. 

 

2. The wilderness is where the bride will be prepared for her Bride-

groom. 

 

• From Song of Solomon 2:8-8:5, we see that Bridegroom leads his 

bride into the wilderness, where He prepares the bride for her destiny. 

• It is here that Jesus produces in her mature love, fire-tested faith, and 

complete obedience.  

• It is here that Jesus transforms her into a worthy, overcoming bride.  

• The wilderness of preparation is a season designed specifically for 

every believer who wants to be a worthy bride for Jesus.  

 

3. The wilderness of preparation breaks us of all forms of pride as bridal 

love is developed within us. 

 

• Song of Solomon 8:5 states, “Who is this coming up from the wilder-

ness leaning on her beloved?”  

• The wilderness produces a “leaning” in our hearts as we are broken of 

disobedience, independence, pride, and self-will.  

• The wilderness is where we learn to embrace the cross and the suffer-

ings of Christ as necessary aspects of maturity.  

• Though the wilderness is challenging, and, at times, difficult to en-

dure, necessary change takes place here.  

• Talking about the bride, Hosea prophesied:  

 

Therefore, behold, I will allure her, bring her into the wilder-

ness and speak kindly to her. Then I will give her her vineyards 

from there, and the valley of Achor as a door of hope. And she 

will sing there as in the days of her youth, as in the day when 

she came up from the land of Egypt. “It will come about in that 

day,” declares the LORD, “that you will call Me Ishi [Husband] 

and will no longer call Me Baali [a variation of the name of the 

false god, Baal1]” (Hos. 2:14-16).  

 

• It is in the wilderness of preparation that we really grow in bridal love 

for our King. 

 

The Wilderness Exposes Disobedience 
 

1. The wilderness reveals the bride’s fear of trust and obedience.  

 

• This new season begins as the Bridegroom says to His bride, “The 

time has arrived for pruning the vines” (Song. 2:12). The Bridegroom 

wants to prune her so that she can bear good and lasting fruit.  

• As we soon discover, the bride is afraid to fully trust and obey her be-

loved (Song. 2:17).  

• Even though He comes climbing on the mountains and leaping on the 

hills, indicating His sovereign power, the assignment seems daunting 

(Song. 2:8).  
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• Despite His reassurance that He will hold her close in the cleft of the 

rock and in the secret place of the steep pathways, she refuses to 

come along (Song. 2:14).  

• She responds, “Until the cool of the day when the shadows flee away, 

turn, my beloved, and be like a gazelle or a young stag on the moun-

tains of Bether” (Song. 2:17).  

• The Bridegroom has just exposed the bride’s fear of trust and obedi-

ence, but He has a plan to help her overcome it. 

 

2. The Bridegroom temporarily withdraws His presence from His bride 

in order to develop trust and obedience within her. 

 

• When the Bridegroom summons His bride to “arise...and come 

along” (Song. 2:10), she refuses and says instead, “Be like a gazelle 

or a young stag on the mountains of Bether” (Song. 2:17). 

• Bether means “separation”2 and the bride’s disobedience results in a 

temporary separation from her beloved.  

• The Bridegroom withdraws His presence from her, not because He is 

angry, but because He wants to produce obedience within her (Song. 

3:1).  

• Although the bride does not want to leave her comfort zone, she can-

not live for long without His presence (Song. 3:1).  

• This act of divine discipline inspires a longing so deep within the bride 

that she says, “I must arise now and go about the city; in the streets 

and in the squares I must seek him whom my soul loves” (Song. 3:2).  

• Separation from her beloved has created a lovesick desire. When she 

is finally reunited with Him, she says, “When I found him whom my 

soul loves; I held on to him and would not let him go” (Song. 3:4).  

• The bride has learned a valuable lesson from this act of divine disci-

pline. In fact, none of her future crises originate from disobedience.  

• Now that the bride has been disciplined, she knows that she must 

obey the Bridegroom’s voice immediately. She must follow Him whole-

heartedly as He leads her from season to season. 

 

 

Three Lessons from the Bride’s Disobedience 
 

1. Mature love for God is expressed through obedience. 

 

• The Bridegroom’s objective in this season is to produce mature love in 

His bride.  

• When she refuses to follow Him, it reveals that her love is still imma-

ture. Why? Because mature love for God is expressed through obedi-

ence.  

• Jesus said, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments....If any-

one loves Me, he will keep My word....He who does not love Me does 

not keep My words” (John 14:15-24).  

• We can have affection for Jesus, get goose bumps when we worship 

Him, and even pray to Him on a regular basis without having mature 

love.  
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96     Understanding the Bride of Christ 

• The Father’s goal for our life is to produce His love for Jesus in our 

hearts (John 17:26).  

• This kind of all-consuming passion is only expressed by wholehearted 

obedience. If we truly love Jesus we will fully obey His voice and His 

Word. 

 

2. We must embrace the cross to obey Jesus and follow Him. 

 

• Jesus said bluntly, “He who does not take his cross and follow after Me 

is not worthy of Me” (Matt. 10:38). Put another way, we will only be 

worthy of Him if we embrace the cross to follow Him.  

• That means that to become a worthy bride for Jesus we must embrace 

the cross.  

• So, what does it mean to embrace the cross? The cross is the instru-

ment that puts to death everything that stands in the way of our com-

plete obedience to Jesus.  

• Jesus said, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, 

and take up his cross daily and follow Me” (Luke 9:23).  

• Embracing the cross is about self-denial, surrender, brokenness, and 

humility.  

• Notice that we are called to “take up [our] cross daily.” Embracing the 

cross is a day-by-day activity where we yield our will, purposes, pleas-

ures, and desires to Jesus and make a fresh commitment to obey Him, 

no matter what the cost.  

 

3. God corrects those He loves. 

• Because the bride did not embrace the cross and fully obey her be-

loved, she went through a time of divine discipline. Jesus said, “Those 

whom I love, I reprove and discipline” (Rev. 3:19).  

• If we are disobedient, wayward or entangled in sin, Jesus will disci-

pline us—sometimes severely. In fact, the Bible says that if we are 

without discipline, then God is not really our Father (Heb. 12:8). The 

Lord “disciplines us for our good, so that we may share His holi-

ness” (Heb. 12:10).  

• God’s discipline is designed to keep us on the straight and narrow 

path of obedience. It keeps us attuned to His voice and His Word.  

• We must always remember that God’s correction is not the same as 

His rejection. Some believers think that God dislikes them when He 

disciplines them, which is never true. God corrects you so that you 

can fully partake of your eternal inheritance as the bride of Christ.  

 

Letting the Lessons Sink In 
 

1. Jesus wants His bride to always remember what she learned through 

this season of discipline. 

 

• We resume the story in Song of Solomon 3:5. The bride has learned a 

valuable lesson about obedience, the cross, and God’s discipline. But 

she still has not obeyed Him.  
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• At this point in the song, the Bridegroom once again gives the bride 

some time for these important lessons to sink into her heart. He says, 

“I adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the gazelles or by the 

hinds of the field, that you will not arouse or awaken my love until she 

pleases” (Song. 3:5).  

• Some lessons are too important to forget. When it comes to obedi-

ence, embracing the cross, and the Father’s discipline, we should al-

ways remember how important these are to maturing in love. 

 

 

Jesus’ Three-Fold Strategy for Obedience 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. He reveals Himself as a Bridegroom King who is actively preparing a 

bride for a wedding.  

 

• Song of Solomon 3:11 states, “Gaze on King Solomon with the crown 

with which his mother has crowned him on the day of his wedding, 

and on the day of his gladness of heart.”  

• Before this revelation, the bride has only known her beloved as an ap-

ple tree who nourished and refreshed her. Now she sees Him in His 

majesty and splendor as a royal King—a King who wants to marry her.  

• The Bridegroom wants to deposit within His bride a vision of their 

wedding day so that she will have the courage to follow Him through 

the valleys and ravines and from the dens of lions and mountains of 

leopards (Song. 4:8).  

• This new revelation of the Bridegroom King will help the bride em-

brace the cross and fully obey Him because now she realizes why she 

is in the wilderness in the first place—she is being prepared for her 

wedding day.  

 

2. He reveals that He is safe and trustworthy.  

 

• Because the bride was afraid to trust and obey her Bridegroom, Jesus 

wants her to know that He is a safe God.  

• Song of Solomon 3:7-8 states:  

 

Behold, it is the traveling couch of Solomon; sixty mighty men 

around it, of the mighty men of Israel. All of them are wielders 

of the sword, expert in war; each man has his sword at his 

side, guarding against the terrors of the night. 

 

• The bride is comforted by the fact that following her King is safe. He is 

surrounded by 60 of the mightiest men of Israel. These expert warri-

ors know how to use their swords with precision and skill.  

Because the Bridegroom will not relent in training His bride 

in obedience, He employs a three-fold strategy that will give 

her the courage to follow Him fully (Song. 3:6-4:5).  
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• The bride realizes that these warriors will protect her as she obeys. 

This vision gives her confidence that she can safely abandon herself to 

the Lord.  

 

3. He speaks words of affirmation that fill her with the courage to obey. 

 

• To further inspire full obedience, the Lord praises the bride’s 

“budding” virtues (Song. 4:1-5).  

• To be sure, these qualities are only beginning to emerge, but the Lord 

sees her potential. He sees the end from the beginning and wants to 

give her courage and confidence to embrace the cross through full 

obedience.  

• So He praises her single-minded devotion, her capacity to handle the 

meat of God’s Word, her redemptive speech, and her determination to 

obey God.3  

• He does not speak to her like a dictator or use fear to coerce obedi-

ence. He gently and affectionately fills her heart with the courage to 

obey. 

 

 

The Bride’s Sacred Vow 
 

1. As a result of this three-fold strategy, the bride makes a sacred vow 

to embrace the cross and be devoted to prayer. 

 

• The bride responds to this three-fold strategy by saying, “Until the 

cool of the day when the shadows flee away, I will go my way to the 

mountain of myrrh and to the hill of frankincense” (Song. 4:6).  

• Previously, when she resisted the call to the cross, she said, “Until the 

cool of the day when the shadows flee away, turn, my beloved, and be 

like a gazelle or a young stag on the mountains of Bether” (Song. 

2:17).  

• Now, after she receives a revelation of the Bridegroom King and her 

wedding day, after she is confident that following Jesus is safe, and 

after being filled with courage to obey, the bride makes a sacred vow 

to “go my way to the mountain of myrrh and to the hill of frankin-

cense.”  

• Myrrh, which is bitter tasting and used as a burial spice, symbolizes 

trials and death to self. Frankincense or incense represents prayer (Ps. 

141:2; Rev. 5:8). The bride, in essence, is making a sacred vow to 

embrace the cross and be devoted to prayer. 

 

 

Three Lessons From Jesus’ Three-Fold Strategy for Obedience 
 

1. We need a vision of Jesus as a Bridegroom King and of our future 

wedding day. 

 

• Many believers only think of Jesus as their Lord and Savior. They are 

happy enough to have a ticket to heaven and assurance that they will 
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be escaping hell. They are content to view Jesus in one role: as a Sav-

ior who bore their sins on the cross.  

• Obviously, all of us are eternally thankful that Jesus is our Lord and 

Savior. But to be transformed into a worthy bride, we also need to 

know Jesus as a Bridegroom King.  

• In the Song of Solomon, the bride was called to “gaze on King Solo-

mon with the crown with which his mother has crowned him on the 

day of his wedding, and on the day of his gladness of heart” (Song. 

3:11). 

• As a Bridegroom, Jesus has deep affection, passionate love, and jeal-

ous desire for us as His blood-bought bride.  

• As a King, Jesus is returning to the earth to remove every hindrance 

to His rule, establish His kingdom in Jerusalem, and rule the nations 

with a rod of iron.  

• We are betrothed to the King of the universe. As the bride of Christ, 

we have an amazing invitation to marry Jesus and partner with Him 

forever (Rev. 19:7-8).  

• Having a vision of our future destiny fills us with the perspective we 

need to make ourselves ready and embrace the cross. 

 

2. We can trust Jesus’ leadership. 

 

• Most likely, fear keeps the bride from initially embracing the cross and 

following her Bridegroom. She knows He loves her, but she does not 

fully trust Him. That is, until she sees Him surrounded by 60 mighty 

experts in war. 

• Trust is a firm belief or confidence in the honesty, integrity, reliability, 

and justice of another person. Trust is something that is earned over 

time.  

• It is impossible to love Jesus with all of our hearts if we don’t trust His 

leadership in our lives.  

• When the psalmist describes how God protects us from the snare of 

the trapper, destruction, deadly pestilence, the terror by night, and 

the arrow by day, he declares, “I will say to the LORD, ‘My refuge and 

my fortress, my God, in whom I trust!’” (Ps. 91:2).  

• If you do a search on the word trust in a concordance, you will find 

that David, the author of most of the Psalms, wrote more about trust 

than any other person. Why? Because he learned to trust God in the 

wilderness while he was running from King Saul. David said, “But as 

for me, I trust in You, O LORD, I say, ‘You are my God.’ My times are 

in Your hand” (Ps. 31:14-15). David learned that he could trust God 

because His plans are “to prosper [us] and not to harm [us]...to give 

[us] hope and a future” (Jer. 29:11-12, NIV).  

• In the wilderness of preparation, we learn that our Lord is powerful, 

reliable, and just. We learn to “lean” on Him and trust Him fully 

(Song. 8:5). 

 

3. God wants to fill us with the courage to obey Him fully. 

 

• To fill the bride with courage to embrace the cross, the Bridegroom 

praises her eight budding virtues (Song. 4:1-5).  
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• Likewise, God does not define us by our weaknesses. He sees the 

seeds of virtue in our hearts. He sees our willing spirits that long to 

love Him more (Matt. 26:41). He sees what we set our hearts to do, 

not just what we attain.  

• God is the ultimate encourager (Rom. 15:5). 

• In the Old Testament, when Israel was attacked by the Midianites, 

Gideon hid in fear in the winepress (Judges 6). An angel of the Lord 

appeared and, seemingly in contradiction to Gideon’s cowering ap-

pearance, greeted him, “O valiant warrior” (Judg. 6:12). God looked 

past Gideon’s timidity and cowardice and saw seeds of faith, courage, 

and strength. Gideon went on to become one of Israel’s greatest mili-

tary leaders and is even listed in the hall of faith in Hebrews (Heb. 

11:32).  

• In the same way, Jesus called His friend Peter “the rock,” even though 

Peter would deny Him three times (Matt. 16:18). Again, the Lord saw 

past his pride and fearful compromises and identified Peter as the 

leader he would become.  

• In faith, God “calls things that are not as though they were”—

including us (Rom. 4:17, NIV).  

• He sees past our weak and fearful traits, and then He changes us into 

the strong, faithful believers He knows we truly are.  

• How does this change come about? Primarily, God lets us know how 

cherished we are. By speaking encouraging words into our hearts, the 

stain of sin and shame is removed, and we are filled with the courage 

to obey Jesus and, consequently, to embrace the cross—the place of 

even greater transformation. 

 

 

Obedience Produces Mature Love 
 

1. Because of the bride’s sacred vow, the Bridegroom’s love for her 

deepens. 

 

• After the bride makes a sacred vow to embrace the cross and devote 

herself to obeying Jesus fully, a subtle, but dramatic, shift takes place. 

For the first time, the Bridegroom uses the word bride to refer to His 

beloved (Song. 4:8). After that, He uses the word bride five times in 

the next nine verses (Song. 4:9-12, 5:1).  

• Without careful observation, this profound transition could easily be 

missed. The bride’s sacred vow of surrender, consecration, and devo-

tion has deepened the Bridegroom’s love for her.  

• The bride is now worthy of Him because she is embracing the cross. 

The Bridegroom says to her:  

 

You are altogether beautiful, my darling, and there is no blem-

ish in you....You have made my heart beat faster, my sister, 

my bride; you have made my heart beat faster with a single 

glance of your eyes, with a single strand of your necklace. How 

beautiful is your love, my sister, my bride! How much better is 
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your love than wine, and the fragrance of your oils than all 

kinds of spices! (Song. 4:7-10). 

 

2. The bride’s obedience ravishes the heart of her Bridegroom. 

 

• Because of her pledge to embrace the cross, the Bridegroom says, 

“There is no blemish in you.”  

• Whereas before, the bride was black but lovely, now the Bridegroom 

acknowledges the power of the cross to remove every blemish and 

bring about complete transformation.  

• He goes on to say, “You have made my heart beat faster, my sister, 

my bride.” The New King James Version translates this as, “You have 

ravished my heart.”  

• Ravish means “to overwhelm with joy, pleasure, or delight.”  

• The Bridegroom’s heart is overwhelmed with pleasure because His 

bride has surrendered her life to Him. He knows that she will follow 

Him to the ends of the earth.  

• She is no longer in the relationship for herself; she now exists to bring 

Him pleasure.  

• Because of her sacred vow, the bride’s love for the Bridegroom is now 

“better [to the Bridegroom]...than wine.”  

• At the beginning of her journey, she said that her beloved’s love was 

better than wine and more satisfying than any pleasure she had ever 

experienced. However, her own love was immature; her vineyard was 

uncultivated and in danger of being ruined by foxes (Song. 1:6, 2:15). 

She was selfishly more concerned about getting her needs met than 

living to please Him.  

• Now, however, the Bridegroom says that her love mirrors His love for 

her. Through the Lord’s discipline and the work of the cross, the 

bride’s love has matured. Their love is now mutual. 

 

3. The Bridegroom’s expression of love leads the bride to become the 

inheritance of Christ. 

 

• With confidence and security, the bride says: 
 

Awake, O north wind, and come, wind of the south; make my 

garden breathe out fragrance, let its spices be wafted abroad. 

May my beloved come into his garden and eat its choice fruits! 

(Song. 4:16). 

 

• In essence, the bride is saying, “Do whatever it takes to make me a 

sweet aroma to You and to the world. Come into my heart and have 

Your way. I want to be Yours completely.”  

• This prayer is a major transition in the book. The first four chapters 

have been mostly about the bride discovering her inheritance in 

Christ. This prayer, however, shifts the focus to the bride becoming 

the inheritance of Christ. 
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• This request for the cold, harsh north winds of adversity and the 

pleasant, refreshing south winds of blessing will be instrumental in her 

preparation for the Bridegroom.  

• Together, these two winds will break open her heart and release the 

fragrant aroma of Christ for His enjoyment. They will also release the 

knowledge of God through her to the nations.  

• Immediately after her prayer, the Bridegroom says:  

 

I have come into my garden, my sister, my bride; I have gath-

ered my myrrh along with my balsam. I have eaten my honey-

comb and my honey; I have drunk my wine and my milk. Eat, 

friends; drink and imbibe deeply, O lovers (Song. 5:1). 

 

• In this one verse, the Bridegroom uses the word my nine times, indi-

cating that His bride is now becoming His inheritance. She is becoming 

the fragrant aroma of Christ to God and to the nations.  

• Paul said, “But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in 

Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of 

Him in every place. For we are a fragrance of Christ to God among 

those who are being saved and among those who are perishing; to the 

one an aroma from death to death, to the other an aroma from life to 

life” (2 Cor. 2:14-16). 

 

Two Lessons About Mature Love 

1. Our obedience ravishes God’s heart. 

 

• Immediately after the bride’s vow to obey the Bridegroom and em-

brace the cross, He says, “You have ravished my heart, my sister, my 

spouse” (Song. 4:9, NKJV).  

• Though the Lord has great affection and passionate love for us in our 

immaturity, we actually ravish His heart when we obey Him and em-

brace the cross.  

• Our obedience causes God’s affection for us to deepen. Denying our-

selves for Jesus’ sake overwhelms God with pleasure and joy. 

• In the book of John, Jesus said: 

 

He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one 

who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, 

and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him....If anyone 

loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, 

and We will come to him and make Our abode with him (John 

14:21-23).  

 

• God loves us deeply, even in our immaturity, sinfulness, and willful 

rebellion (John 3:16; Rom. 5:8). However, Jesus’ statement shows 

that God’s love for us increases when we obey Him and keep His 

Word.  
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• He specifically says that if we obey Him, He and the Father will love 

us, reveal Jesus to us, and make their dwelling place with us.  

• Obedience attracts God like a magnet. In the language of the Song of 

Songs, our obedience ravishes God’s heart. 

 

2. Our destiny is to love Jesus like the Father loves Him. 

 

• The Bridegroom tells the bride, “How much better is your love than 

wine” (Song. 4:10). The wilderness has produced a mature love in the 

bride. In fact, the bride now loves the Bridegroom just like He loves 

her (Song. 1:2).  

• In the same way, our destiny is to love Jesus like the Father loves 

Him. The night before His crucifixion, Jesus prayed that “the love with 

which You [Father] loved Me may be in them” (John 17:26, NKJV). 

• Recall the way the Father feels about Jesus. We discussed earlier that 

His love for Jesus is indescribably deep, passionate, and consuming. 

Words cannot articulate the infinite love that He has for His beloved 

Son.  

• Amazingly, the Father wants to put His love for Jesus within us, so 

that we will be set ablaze with holy passion for Christ.  

• In the wilderness of preparation, we discover that our destiny is to 

love Jesus like the Father. 

 

 

Suffering Deepens Love 
 

1. To mature the bride’s faith and deepen her love, the Bridegroom 

leads her into a period of testing. 

 

• Returning to the bride in Song of Solomon, we find that her prayer for 

the north winds of adversity is answered almost immediately. The 

Bridegroom takes her into what some have called “the dark night of 

the soul”—a time of testing to mature her faith and deepen her love.  

• The Bridegroom allows her to be tested in two ways. First, He with-

draws His presence from her (Song. 5:6). Previously in Chapters 2 

and 3, the Bridegroom withdrew His presence because of her disobedi-

ence. This time it is because of her obedience.  

• In a small way, the bride is experiencing what Jesus encountered at 

the cross when He said, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken 

Me?” (Matt. 27:46).  

• Without her beloved’s presence, the bride feels abandoned and alone.  

• At the same time, she is rejected by those in authority (Song. 5:7).  

• We don’t know the length of this period, but we do know that the 

bride patiently endures this time of loneliness and rejection without 

wavering in love.  

 

2. This period of testing shifts the bride’s focus from her inheritance in 

Christ to Christ’s inheritance in her.  

  

• At the beginning of her journey, the bride says, “My beloved is to 

me” (Song. 1:13-14).  
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• Consumed with getting her needs met, she is focused on her own sat-

isfaction and fulfillment in the relationship. She is focused on receiving 

her inheritance, rather than on being an inheritance to her Bride-

groom.  

• A little later, she declares, “My beloved is mine, and I am his” (Song. 

2:16). Notice she still puts herself first, emphasizing what is “mine” 

before what is “His.”  

• Though her love is maturing, the Bridegroom’s inheritance in her is 

still an afterthought.  

• Now, after the dark night of the soul, she declares, “I am my be-

loved’s and my beloved is mine” (Song. 6:3).  

• She now places her beloved’s needs above her own. She says, “I am 

my beloved’s, and his desire is for me” (Song. 7:10).  

• Jesus is now the center of her thoughts and desires. She is now His 

inheritance. Her love has fully matured. 

 

3. Because the bride has embraced the sufferings of Christ, she is set 

apart in glory.  

 

• The dark night of the soul set the bride apart. It made her unique. The 

Bridegroom says about His beloved:  

 

There are sixty queens and eighty concubines, and maidens 

without number; but my dove, my perfect one, is unique: she 

is her mother's only daughter; she is the pure child of the one 

who bore her. The maidens saw her and called her blessed, the 

queens and the concubines also, and they praised her, saying, 

“Who is this that grows like the dawn, as beautiful as the full 

moon, as pure as the sun, as awesome as an army with ban-

ners?”  (Song. 6:8-10). 

 

• The sufferings of Christ have perfected the bride’s character and set 

her apart in glory. 

• She emerges from the wilderness as a glorious, overcoming bride.  

• She is “as awesome as an army with banners.” Fully yielded to the 

Holy Spirit, she is now the Bridegroom’s dove (Matt. 3:16).  

 

 

A Lesson About Suffering 

1. The cross transforms us into a glorious, overcoming bride. 

 

• After the bride’s time of loneliness and isolation, Solomon’s queens, 

concubines, and maidens praise her, saying, “Who is this that grows 

like the dawn, as beautiful as the full moon, as pure as the sun, as 

awesome as an army with banners?” (Song. 6:10).  

• The cross has produced the glory of the “pure...sun” and “full moon” 

within her. 

• Speaking about the church at the time of Christ’s return, Paul said, 

“That He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having 
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no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and 

blameless” (Eph. 5:27).  

• Before the Lord returns, the church will be glorious. However, this will 

not take place apart from the cross. Jesus said, “Was it not necessary 

for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?” (Luke 

24:26). 

• Paul said that we are “heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if in-

deed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with 

Him” (Rom. 8:17).  

• Without suffering there is no glory. Paul also said that “momentary, 

light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond 

all comparison” (2 Cor. 4:17). 

• In addition to producing glory within us, the cross transforms us into 

an overcoming bride.  

• The bride was praised for being “as awesome as an army with ban-

ners.” Here, banners symbolize victory over the enemy. When the Is-

raelites fought the Amalekites at Rephidim, Moses held up his hands 

as a living banner, symbolizing God’s victory over His enemies (Ex. 

17:8-16). After the battle, Moses built an altar and called it “Jehovah-

Nissi,” meaning “the Lord is my banner” (Ex. 17:15).  

• The cross makes us victorious overcomers. 

• What, exactly, are we called to overcome?  

• Recall that in Revelation 2-3, Jesus spoke to seven churches, encour-

aging them to overcome the loss of their first love, trials and tribula-

tions, compromise with the world, the works of Jezebel, spiritual slum-

ber, and lukewarm love. Overcoming these entanglements is vital to 

making ourselves ready as a worthy bride (Rev. 19:7; Rev. 22:7).  

• In addition, we are called to overcome the devil. Revelation 12:11 

states, “And they overcame him [the devil] because of the blood of 

the Lamb, and because of the word of their testimony; and they loved 

not their life even unto death.” (Rev. 12:11, ASV).  

• By embracing the cross and surrendering to the Lord, we will become 

a glorious, overcoming bride. 

 

 

Sealed in Fiery Love 
 

1. The bride comes out of the wilderness of preparation leaning on her 

beloved and mature in love.  

 

• This song, which began with a kiss, ends with a fiery seal of love in 

the bride’s heart. The Bridegroom says to her: 

 

Put me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on your arm. For 

love is as strong as death, jealousy is as severe as Sheol; its 

flashes are flashes of fire, the very flame of the LORD. Many 

waters cannot quench love, nor will rivers overflow it (Song. 

8:6-7). 

 

• As the song ends, the bride is sealed in mature love for her Bride-

groom.  
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• She loves Him with fiery zeal. The “very flame of the Lord” supernatu-

rally empowers her with passionate love that many waters cannot 

quench or overflow.  

• She is now secure in His love, broken of self-will and independence, 

and fully trusting His leadership. The bride loves Him with a burning 

passion that she did not possess at the beginning of her journey.  

 

2. The Holy Spirit invites each of us on a similar journey of holy passion.  

 

• God wants to break us of our self-centeredness and self-sufficiency 

and develop within us a mature love characterized by humility, obedi-

ence, and a willingness to embrace the cross no matter the cost.  

• The Holy Spirit wants us to experience the kiss of the King along with 

His burning fire in our hearts as He leads us to enjoy the superior 

pleasures of God, deep friendship with Jesus, unconditional surrender, 

and affection-based obedience.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes  

1. Baali, Strong’s number 1180, The Online Bible Thayer's Greek Lexicon and Brown 

Driver & Briggs Hebrew Lexicon, 1993, Woodside Bible Fellowship, Ontario, Can-

ada. Licensed from the Institute for Creation Research. 

2. BETHER, The New Unger's Bible Dictionary. Originally published by Moody Press 

of Chicago, Illinois, 1988.   

3. Mike Bickle, The Song of Songs, God School with the Forerunner School of Minis-

try, Kansas City, 2007, p. 85. 

To begin our journey of being awakened to love, estab-

lished in love, and matured in love, let’s pray, as the 

bride prayed to begin her journey,  “Draw [us] after you 

and let us run together” (Song. 1:4). 
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Review Questions 
 

 

True or False 

 

1. The wilderness of preparation is designed to awaken the bride’s love. 

2. Before going into the wilderness of preparation, the bride’s primary interests 

have centered around getting her needs met, experiencing God’s love, and 

delighting in Him.  

3. In the wilderness of preparation, Jesus produces mature love, fire-tested 

faith, and complete obedience in His bride.  

4. The wilderness of preparation is designed to make the bride strong and inde-

pendent by weaning her from dependence upon the Bridegroom. 

5. The wilderness of preparation exposes the bride’s disobedience.   

6. In the wilderness of preparation, the Bridegroom reveals Himself as a de-

manding King who is actively preparing a bride to be His servant. 

7. In the wilderness of preparation, the Bridegroom reveals Himself as safe and 

trustworthy. 

8. Before entering the wilderness, the bride had already embraced the cross. 

9. To be fully prepared, we need to see ourselves as Christ’s bride and we need 

a vision of our upcoming wedding day. 

10. The bride’s maturity has little effect on the Bridegroom’s love for her.  

 

  

Fill in the Blank 

 

11. The first four chapters of the Song of Solomon are mostly about the bride discover-

ing her inheritance in Christ whereas the last four focus on the bride becoming the 

__________________ of Christ. 

12. Our obedience _________________ God’s heart. 

13. To mature the bride’s faith and deepen her love, the Bridegroom leads her into a pe-

riod of ___________________. 

14. The sufferings of Christ have perfected the bride’s ________________ and set her 

apart in glory. 
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15. Song of Solomon 8:6-7 reads, “Put me like a _______________ over your heart, 

like a ______________ on your arm. For ____________ is as strong as death, jeal-

ousy is as severe as Sheol; its flashes are flashes of fire, the very ____________ of 

the LORD. Many ___________________ cannot quench love, nor will rivers overflow 

it.”  

 

Match the phrase on the left with the appropriate phrase from the right. 

 

 

16. To overwhelm with joy, pleasure, 

or delight 

17. Deepens faith and matures love 

18. The result of being prepared in the 

wilderness 

19. Place where the bride embraces 

the sufferings of Christ 

20. Transforms us into a glorious, 

overcoming bride 

 

Possible Matches for 16-20 

 

a. Testing 

b. Song 4:16 

c. Cross 

d. Ravish 

e. Sealed in love and faith 


