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Unrelenting Love 

The Power of God’s Love 

1. We respond in love when we know and experience 

love from another. 

 

• The Scriptures describe a very powerful principle of 

unconditional love. This simple yet profound truth is 

found in 1 John 4:19: “We love, because He first 

loved us.”  

• Love comes naturally when we know that we are 

loved.  

• This principle applies to our relationships with others, 

but especially to our relationship with God.  

 

2. The heavenly Father loves us greatly. 

 

• God’s great love for us is expressed in 1 John 4:16-

19. Read it in The Living Bible Translation: 

  

We know how much God loves us because we 

have felt his love and because we believe him 

when he tells us that he loves us dearly. God 

is love, and anyone who lives in love is living 

with God and God is living in him. And as we 

This session covers: 

 

• The power of God’s love 

• The Father’s love for the Son 

• The Father’s love for the bride 

• The Bridegroom’s love for His bride 

 

This session corresponds to: 

 

• Session 3 of Understanding the Bride of Christ CDs  
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live with Christ, our love grows more perfect and complete; so 

we will not be ashamed and embarrassed at the day of judg-

ment, but can face him with confidence and joy because he 

loves us and we love him too. We need have no fear of some-

one who loves us perfectly; his perfect love for us eliminates all 

dread of what he might do to us. If we are afraid, it is for fear 

of what he might do to us and shows that we are not fully con-

vinced that he really loves us. So you see, our love for him 

comes as a result of his loving us first (1 John 4:16-19, TLB). 
 

• God’s perfect love casts out all fear. God loves us so much that we 

don’t have to fear the day of judgment. 

• God is love, and the more we know and experience God’s love for us, 

the more we love Him in return.  

• When we think about the future, we can have joy and confidence be-

cause God loves us, wants the best for us, and desires an intimate re-

lationship with us.  

 

3. Jesus also loves us with great passion. 

• Jesus, our Bridegroom King, also loves us passionately, longs to be 

with us, and waits eagerly for our relationship with Him to be eternally 

consummated.  

• Jesus is not waiting in heaven with anger, looking forward to judg-

ment day so that he can punish us for every sin and shortcoming. 

Rather, He is longingly waiting in heaven to be united with us in much 

greater intimacy.  

• Jesus enjoys and desires us, and His love is unrelenting and unchang-

ing. 

• When we experience Jesus’ personal affection for us, our heart is 

awakened and we begin to love Him in return. When we are secure 

and confident in God’s love for us, loving Jesus is our natural re-

sponse.  

• With this foundation of love in our hearts, our confidence grows, and 

we can willingly submit to His preparation process. Our love for Jesus 

matures until “many waters cannot quench it, nor will rivers overflow 

it” (Song. 8:7).  

 

4. To mature as a worthy bride, we must be rooted in God’s love. 

 

• For us to be transformed into a worthy bride, we will likely go through 

a preparation period that will require major changes in our hearts and 

lifestyles.  

• Because some of these dealings of God will be intense, we need to be 

confident in God’s unrelenting love for us.  

• In fact, the most important key to making ourselves ready as a wor-

thy bride is knowing God’s love at a deep level (Rev. 19:7; Eph. 3:16-

19). Therefore, to grow in our love for Jesus as a Bridegroom, we 

must grow in the knowledge of God’s love.  
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• That is why, in this session, we will examine God’s love from the fol-

lowing three perspectives:  

 

1. The Father’s love for the Son 

2. The Father’s love for the bride 

3. The Son’s love for His bride 

 

The Father’s Love for the Son 

1. The Father loves Jesus with burning passion and fervent pleasure. 

• John the Baptist said, “The Father loves the Son, and has given all 

things into His hand” (John 3:35).  

• The Father’s love for the Son is not an obligatory, distant love with 

little emotion. Rather, the Father loves the Son with great fervency.  

• He loves Him because Jesus did not regard equality with the Father as 

something to be grasped, but willingly emptied Himself, left the glory 

of heaven to become a bond-servant, and died on the cross for the 

sins of mankind (Phil. 2:5-11).  

• The Father loves the Son because of His beauty, majesty, and glory. 

As Jesus was transfigured on the mountain before Peter, James, and 

John, His face shone like the sun and His garments became white as 

light. As the three men looked on in amazement, the Father spoke 

these words from heaven, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am 

well pleased; listen to Him!” (Matt. 17:5). You can hear in His words 

the voice of a proud dad speaking over his cherished son. Jesus is the 

Father’s dearly beloved.  

• Speaking of His love for Jesus, the Father said, “Behold, My Servant, 

whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights” (Isa. 42:1).  

• The Father’s love for the Son is much more than a disciplined decision 

or a cold obligation. Deep within His soul, the Father loves Jesus with 

burning passion and fervent pleasure.  

 

2. The Father’s love for the Son stems from the unique intimacy they 

enjoy.  

 

• The Father loves the Son because their partnership has existed in 

eternity past and will continue into eternity future. Jesus revealed this 

when He prayed, “For You loved Me before the foundation of the 

world” (John 17:24). While praying this, Jesus must have reflected on 

their co-existence as the eternal God, working together as they cre-

ated the heavens and the earth.  

• Jesus must have recalled their close friendship as they progressively 

redeemed mankind. He must have focused on their joint decision for 

the Son to leave heaven to become the Savior of the world.  

• The only begotten Son and the eternal Father are closer than any two 

on earth.  

• Their understanding of one another is unique.  
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• Their relationship is deeper than anything we can imagine. Notice how 

Jesus described their intimate relationship: “All things have been 

handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except 

the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and 

anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him” (Matt. 11:27).  

• Their intimacy with one another is unprecedented—almost indescrib-

able.  

 

3. Because of the Father’s great love for the Son, He is committed to 

giving Jesus a worthy bride. 

 

• The Father is committed to giving Jesus a bride who loves Him with 

the same love that the Father has for Him (John 17:26).  

• Out of the Father’s great love for His Son, He is determined to give 

Him a wife worthy of His majestic splendor and great sacrifice.  

• Jesus paid the ultimate price to redeem mankind from sin and dark-

ness. He voluntarily left the glory of heaven, wrapped Himself in hu-

man flesh, lived a sinless life, and died on a cross. Because of the 

price that Jesus paid, the Father will not relent until He can present 

Jesus with a bride who is worthy of His great love and sacrifice.  

• We see this so clearly in the parable of the wedding feast (Matt. 22:1-

14). This parable describes a father of royal lineage giving a wedding 

feast for his son. The father, who loves his son dearly, was deter-

mined to have worthy participants at his son’s wedding celebration.  

• Only those who said “yes” to the invitation were allowed to enter the 

wedding hall. However, saying “yes” was not enough. Only those who 

put on wedding clothes were allowed to remain and enjoy the celebra-

tion as worthy participants in the marriage of his son.  

• In the same way, out of love for His Son, the Father will only give Je-

sus the very best. He will only give Him a bride who is worthy of Him. 

 

 

The Father’s Love for the Bride 
 

1. The Father loves us just as much as He loves Jesus. 

 

• The most familiar verse in the Bible, John 3:16, is just as true today 

as when we first learned it: “For God so loved the world, that He gave 

His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, 

but have eternal life.”  

• We just saw the depth of the Father’s love for the Son. But Jesus said 

that the Father loves us just as much as He loves Jesus.  

• Jesus prayed, “That the world may know that You sent Me, and loved 

them, even as You have loved Me” (John 17:23). Did you catch that? 

Jesus said that the Father loves us just as much as He loves Jesus. 

Amazing! 

 

2. The Father loves us so much that it pleased Him to crush His Son. 

 

• The Prophet Isaiah illustrates the magnitude of the Father’s love for 

His people when he foretold Jesus’ death on the cross. Isaiah stated, 
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“But the LORD [the heavenly Father] was pleased to crush Him 

[Jesus], putting Him to grief” (Isa. 53:10).  

• It pleased the Father to crush His only begotten Son—the One He 

loves so dearly—because of His great love for us.  

• It pleased the Father to allow Jesus to become a man of sorrows who 

was acquainted with grief (Isa. 53:3).  

• It pleased the Father to allow Jesus to be despised by men (Isa. 

53:3).  

• It pleased the Father for His beloved Son to bear our grief, sorrow, 

pain, and sickness (Isa. 53:4-5).  

• It pleased the Father for the Son to become a guilt offering for our 

sins (Isa. 53:10).  

• Why? Because God loves us so much. It pleased the Father to allow 

these horrible things to happen to His beloved Son because of His 

deep love for us. 

 

3. The Father delights and rejoices in us. 

 

• Isaiah said: 

 

You will also be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 

and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. It will no longer 

be said to you, “forsaken,” nor to your land will it any longer be 

said, “desolate”; but you will be called, “My delight is in her,” 

and your land, “married”; for the LORD delights in you, and to 

Him your land will be married. For as a young man marries a 

virgin, so your sons will marry you; and as the bridegroom re-

joices over the bride, so your God will rejoice over you (Isa. 

62:3-5). 

 

• Even though this passage was written to Israel, we know that the Fa-

ther feels the same way about the Gentile Bride.  

• God delights and rejoices in us as a bridegroom rejoices over his 

bride.  

• In his book, The Seven Longings of the Human Heart, Mike Bickle ex-

pands upon this idea: 

 

Our culture does not understand a God who enjoys people. God 

has been portrayed in a variety of ways, but usually as a 

grumpy old man who looks down stiffly on fun-loving humans. 

While the Bible gives us an accurate picture of God as right-

eous Judge of the Earth, most people have misinterpreted this 

and pictured God as being the God of Punishment. They’ve 

concentrated on the judgment while ignoring the righteousness 

that demands it. Many believers are not entirely sure that God 

ever even thinks of them, and figure if He does, He’s probably 

disappointed, if not downright angry. Nothing could be further 

from the truth. What we must lay hold of is that God rejoices 

over us exactly like a bridegroom rejoices over his bride.1 
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• God enjoys us! He’s not up in heaven waiting to catch us in a sin so 

He can zap us. God is love. Understanding the Father’s love for us 

gives us great confidence to surrender to Him and make ourselves 

ready. 

 

4. Luke 15 presents three parables about the Father’s unconditional 

love for us.  

 

• The parable of the lost sheep shows that the Father is a good shep-

herd who leaves the ninety-nine sheep to go after the one who is way-

ward. When he finds it, he puts it on his shoulders, brings it home, 

and those around him rejoice and celebrate its return.  

• The parable of the lost coin describes one who has lost a coin and 

searches until they find it (Luke 15:8-10).  

• Neither parable suggests that the Father is mad or angry. Instead, 

both parables speak of the unrelenting love that God has for His peo-

ple.  

• The third parable describes the Father’s love in greater detail (Luke 

15:11-32). In this parable, a young man squanders his inheritance but 

finally comes to his senses and returns home. Not expecting the same 

privileges he had before, he is surprised when his father runs to him, 

embraces him, and kisses him. The father then gives him the best 

robe, puts a ring on his hand, sandals on his feet, and kills the fat-

tened calf so the family can feast together with great joy.  

• What a wonderful picture of our heavenly Father’s attitude toward us! 

Our Father is not waiting to rebuke us. He is there to put His robe of 

righteousness around our shoulders and invite us back home.  

• We might believe that our failures are too terrible to allow us to feast 

in His house. But the Father feels differently. He invites us to cele-

brate and feast with Him at His banquet. 

 

5. The Father is our greatest encourager. 

 

• The Bible says, “For God [the Father] did not send the Son into the 

world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through 

Him” (John 3:17). The Father loves us unconditionally. Jesus did not 

come to pour His wrath out on us—He came to save us.  

• Father is compassionate, gracious, slow to anger, abounding in loving-

kindness, and steadfast in His faithfulness (Ex. 34:5-6).  

• In Isaiah 62:3-5, God does not call Israel forsaken but delighted in. 

He does not call them desolate but married. Even though their past 

had been characterized by apathy and compromise, He said that Israel 

will be a crown of beauty and a royal diadem in His hand.  

• In the New Testament, Paul wrote, “Now may the God who gives per-

severance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with 

one another according to Christ Jesus” (Rom. 15:5). The Father is the 

One who “gives...encouragement.”  

• No matter what trial you are encountering or what difficult place you 

find yourself in, know that your Father is encouraging you from 

heaven, reassuring you that you are His and that you can do it! 
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6. The Father loves to adorn us with spiritual beauty.  

 

• Ezekiel 16 illustrates how the Father beautifies His children. When Je-

rusalem was abandoned at birth, the Lord took notice and spoke life 

into her. He caused her to multiply like the plants of the field.  

• When it came time for love, He covered her nakedness and entered 

into a covenant with her that she might become His. He washed her, 

anointed her, and beautifully adorned her.  

• He said to her, “So you were exceedingly beautiful and advanced to 

royalty. Then your fame went forth among the nations on account of 

your beauty, for it was perfect because of My splendor which I be-

stowed on you” (Ezek. 16:13-14).  

• As the story goes, even though Israel turned away from God’s love, 

the Lord promised to remember, forgive, and restore (Ezek. 16:60-

63). In the same way, our heavenly Father loves to adorn us with 

beauty.  

• Remember the story of Eliezer searching for a bride for Isaac (Gen. 

24)? Abraham sent Eliezer with gifts for Isaac’s future wife. The Bible 

says that he took ten camels loaded with a “variety of good things,” 

including a gold ring and bracelets, other articles of gold and silver, 

and clothing (Gen. 24:10). No doubt Rebekah came to Isaac wearing 

these gifts.  

• An interesting observation revolves around the ten camels Abraham 

sent with his servant. Quite possibly, Eliezer rode one camel while the 

others carried the father’s gifts. Perhaps this alludes to the nine gifts 

of the Spirit and the nine fruits of the Spirit that adorn us with spiri-

tual beauty (Cor. 12:8-10; Gal. 5:22-23).  

• In His love, our Father takes us in our immaturity, loves us, and 

adorns us with great beauty for our Bridegroom.  

 

7. The Father loves us enough to discipline us when we veer off track. 

 

• Through Hosea, the Lord told Israel that in spite of their spiritual har-

lotry, they will come trembling to the Lord in the last days and will call 

the Lord their Husband (Hos. 2:16). In this powerful message to Is-

rael, there is also an encouraging word to all who follow Jesus.  

• When the Lord spoke this to Hosea, Israel was enjoying a time of 

prosperity and growth, but their hearts had been seduced into moral 

corruption and spiritual adultery. The people were enmeshed in the 

sinful culture of the land. They had embraced Baal worship, along with 

its cult prostitution and other sensual practices.  

• Israel was “playing the harlot” and had forgotten the Lord. It was in 

this context that the Father told Hosea, whose name means 

“salvation”2, to marry a prostitute named Gomer as a prophetic dem-

onstration of Israel’s unfaithfulness.  

• Just as Hosea had to marry Gomer, Jesus is betrothed to us while we 

are a spiritual harlot, entangled in the world and in bondage to sin.  

• Just like the message of Hosea, the Father will not allow us to remain 

in this condition. He loves us too much. As Hosea 2 describes, the 

Lord will hedge us in from other lovers who provide us with suste-

nance and pleasures (Hos. 2:2-7).  
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• He will lead us to the wilderness where He will speak kindly to us 

(Hos. 2:11-14). There, we will begin to sing as in the days of our 

youth, separate from idolatry, and call Jesus our Husband (Hos. 2:15-

23).  

• In this powerful message, we once again see the Father’s determined 

love for His children. He will not leave us in our current condition. He 

will transform us through His loving discipline so that we can be a 

worthy bride for His beloved Son. 

 

8. In our journey of becoming a worthy bride, we must be confident in 

the Father’s love for us.  

 

• Why? Because we have to embrace our own cross to be transformed 

and made worthy. Jesus said, “He who does not take his cross and 

follow after Me is not worthy of Me” (Matt. 10:38).  

• As we take up our cross, we will go through similar experiences as Je-

sus. We will go through seasons where we are despised and forsaken 

by men. At times, we will feel abandoned by God and encounter in-

tense spiritual warfare.  

• As we experience the fellowship of Jesus’ sufferings, we will wonder if 

God loves us, cares for us, or even knows we exist.  

• But, if we are rooted and grounded in the Father’s love, we will know 

with certainty that He has not forgotten or abandoned us. Instead, we 

will know that in His great love, He is taking us through a season of 

preparation.  

 

The Bridegroom’s Love for His Bride 

1. Whereas the Father has affection for us as His children, Jesus is pas-

sionate for us as His betrothed bride.  

 

• The author of Hebrews wrote that Jesus endured the cross “for the joy 

set before Him”  (Heb. 12:2). Certainly, the joy awaiting Him was 

multifaceted; however, much of His joy centered on purchasing a 

bride with His very own blood from every tribe, tongue, people, and 

nation.  

• Jesus said, “Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved 

you” (John 15:9). Amazingly, Jesus loves us with the same love the 

Father has for Him. 

• Now, as He waits for His bride to make herself ready, Jesus longs to 

have greater intimacy and partnership with us. He is lovesick for us.  

• With great emotion and passion, He desires us. Jesus is not a stoic 

who waits passively in heaven, indifferent to His wedding day. He is a 

passionate Bridegroom who longs to be joined to His bride for all eter-

nity.  

 

2. The Song of Solomon reveals Jesus’ emotions for us in a unique way. 

 

• More than a natural romance between Solomon and the Shulammite 

maiden, the Song of Solomon is an allegory of the bride of Christ’s 
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journey into deep intimacy and partnership with Jesus, her beloved 

Bridegroom.  

• As we read through this eight-chapter love song, we see the passion-

ate love that Jesus has for us and how we are to respond to His love. 

Jesus says to His bride:  

 

You are all fair, my love; there is no flaw in you....You have 

ravished my heart, my sister, my bride, you have ravished my 

heart with a glance of your eyes, with one jewel of your neck-

lace. How sweet is your love, my sister, my bride! How much 

better is your love than wine, and the fragrance of your oils 

than any spice! (Song. 4:7-10, RSV). 

 

• Seeing these verses, we can imagine how Jesus feels about us. When 

we express our love for Him, it touches Him deeply.  

• Even a glance of our eyes toward Him ravishes His heart. The word 

“ravish” means to overwhelm with deep and pleasurable feelings or 

emotions. As a maturing bride, when we express our love for Jesus, 

He is moved deeply with almost overwhelming emotion. Jesus is pas-

sionately in love with us. 

• As the bride matures, she says, “I am my beloved’s, and his desire is 

for me” (Song. 7:10). In her maturity, she knows that her Bridegroom 

greatly desires her. It is not too hard imagining Jesus desiring His ma-

ture bride. What is much harder to comprehend is that He loves us 

deeply even in our immaturity.  

• For example, at the beginning of her journey toward mature love, she 

says, “I am black but lovely” (Song. 1:5). She sees the darkness of 

her heart, but she knows that she was still lovely to her Bridegroom.  

• The Bridegroom sees her differently than she even sees herself. He 

describes her as “most beautiful among women” and even compares 

her to Pharaoh’s choice mares (Song. 1:8).  

• In those days, Egypt had the best chariots pulled by the strongest and 

most beautiful horses. Pharaoh’s horses were the top of the line. In 

this statement, the Bridegroom was saying that his bride was unique, 

like the best horse in the stable.  

• He also calls her beautiful in multiple passages (Song. 1:15, 2:10, 

2:13, 4:1, 4:7, 4:10,6:1, 7:1, 7:6).  

• So, whether we are at the beginning of our journey or further along in 

the process, Jesus is passionately in love with us. 

 

3. Jesus longs to be intimate with us. 

 

• The bride says, “Draw me after you and let us run together! The king 

has brought me into his chambers” (Song. 1:4). In her request to 

have intimacy and partnership with the King, notice that he immedi-

ately brings her into his chambers—to the place of intimacy.  

• Jesus wants to be intimate with us. Not like the physical intimacy that 

is shared between husband and wife. Spiritual intimacy. He wants us 

to be one with the Word and the Spirit.  
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• Later in the song, the King takes her to the place of intimacy again. 

He brings her to the banquet hall, where they feast together to satisfy 

their lovesickness (Song. 2:4-5).  

• In the same fashion, Jesus desires intimacy with us. He is not put off 

by our immaturity. He longs for time with us. He wants to hear our 

voice. He yearns for us to draw close so that He can draw near to us.  

 

4. Jesus yearns for His bride to mature in love. 

 

• Though Jesus loves us fervently in our immaturity, He doesn’t want us 

to remain immature. He wants an equally-yoked bride who loves Him 

like He loves her.  

• As the bride matures in love, the Bridegroom once again expresses 

His love for her (Song. 4:1-15). But this time, He not only speaks of 

her beauty, He also speaks of how her love moves Him to love her 

more deeply (Song. 4:7-10).  

• He tells her that she ravishes His heart, and He says, “How beautiful is 

your love, my sister, my bride!” (Song. 4:10). As we mature, both His 

love for us and our love for Him deepens.  

• We see this cycle repeated as the journey toward maturity continues. 

The King initiates a new dimension of love, and the bride responds to 

His advance. With each season, His love for her deepens, and her love 

for Him matures.  

• Finally, toward the end of the book, we see how her mature love is 

characterized: “Put me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on your 

arm. For love is as strong as death, jealousy is as severe as Sheol; its 

flashes are flashes of fire, the very flame of the LORD. Many waters 

cannot quench love, nor will rivers overflow it” (Song. 8:6-7).  

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are in the hands of a Father who loves His only be-

gotten Son so much that He is determined to prepare a 

worthy bride for Him. We are in the hands of a Father 

who loves us without condition. And we are in the hands 

of a Bridegroom God who is waiting on us, longing to be 

united face to face. As the Son waits for the Father to 

give the signal to come and take us to the marriage sup-

per of the Lamb, we can rest in the fact that we are 

sought after, loved, and longed for by the Lord of the uni-

verse. 
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Notes   

1. Mike Bickle, The Seven Longings of the Human Heart (Kansas City, MO: Forerunner 
Books, 2006), p. 28. 

2. The Online Bible Thayer's Greek Lexicon and Brown Driver & Briggs Hebrew Lexicon 
(Ontario, Canada: Woodside Bible Fellowship and the Institute for Creation Research, 
1993), s.v. “Howshea`,” referenced from PC Study Bible v3.2 (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft, 
2001).  
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Review Questions 
 

 

True or False 

 

1. We love Jesus because He first loved us. 

2. Love comes naturally when we know that we are loved.  

3. To mature as a worthy bride, we must be rooted in God’s love. 

4. The heavenly Father loves us almost as much as He loves Jesus. 

5. The heavenly Father is our greatest encourager.  

6. Even though the glorified Jesus does not love with great emotion, He is still 

committed to us as His betrothed bride. 

7. Jesus longs to be intimate with His bride. 

8. Because the love between the Father and the Son is a great mystery and is 

difficult to comprehend, the Bible does not describe this relationship in great 

detail.   

9. Because of His love, the Father is determined to give Jesus a worthy bride. 

10. The Father loves us so much that it pleased Him to crush His Son. 

 

 

Fill in the Blank 

 

11. As we ______________, Jesus’ love for us and our love for Him deepens.  

12. The Father loves us enough to ______________ us when we veer off track. 

13. Because of the Father’s great love for the Son, He is committed to giving Jesus a 

_______________  ___________________. 

14. The Father is committed to giving Jesus a bride who __________ Him with the 

_______________ love that the Father has for Him (John 17:26).  

15. God’s love for us never ceases, for it is ______________________. 
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Each of the following phrases pertains to one of the three dimensions of God’s unrelent-

ing love. Place an “A” beside the ones that apply to the Father’s love for the Son, a “B” 

next to the ones that apply to Father’s love for the bride, and a “C” next to the ones 

that apply to the Son’s love for the bride. 

 

16. Loves us as much as He loves Jesus 

17. Is committed to giving Jesus a worthy bride 

18. Was pleased to crush Jesus on the cross 

19. Longs to be with us as His bride 

20. Loves to adorn us with spiritual beauty 

 


