
Pursuing Jesus as a Bridegroom 

1. The Christian life is all about loving God with our en-

tire being. 

 

• Wanting to test Jesus, a certain lawyer asked Him 

what the greatest commandment was in the Law. 

Jesus’ answer was simple. He said to love the Lord 

with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength (Matt. 

22:34-40). These simple yet profound words have 

motivated the church ever since.  

• The gospel is so much more than a pre-paid ticket to 

heaven. It is a love relationship with God. 

• The first commandment is about pursuing Jesus as a 

Bridegroom and loving Him as a bride. 

 

2. Pursuing Jesus as a Bridegroom is all about love. 

 

• In studying the bride, many become enamored with 

the theological issues surrounding this bridal rela-

tionship. They want to know: Is every believer the 

wife of Jesus? How will this bridal relationship impact 

my life? And how will this affect me in eternity?  
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This session covers: 

 

• Pursuing Jesus as a Bridegroom 

• The bridal paradigm in Scripture 

• The eternal purpose in creation 

• Living in bridal identity  

 

This session corresponds to: 

 

• Session 1 of Understanding the Bride of Christ CDs  



6     Understanding the Bride of Christ 

• While all of these are very important questions, we must be careful 

not to overlook the most important point of all—our bridal relationship 

with Jesus is all about love.  

• It is about much more than our preparation, an eternal reward, and 

an interesting theological truth. It is about a lovesick God who burns 

with great affection for His bride. It is about a romance between weak 

and broken human beings and their Maker. It is about Jesus, our 

Bridegroom God, longing to be one with us and waiting with great an-

ticipation as we make ourselves ready.  

• The Great Lover of the universe is in love with us and He is gently 

wooing us to Himself, that we might be His for all eternity. 

• The Bible says that we love Jesus because He first loved us (1 John 

4:19). This is the key to living in a bridal relationship with Him. As we 

understand the passionate affection that Jesus has for us, we are em-

powered to love Him in response, and we are motivated to make our-

selves ready (Rev. 19:7).  

• The journey of becoming a worthy bride for Jesus begins as we ex-

perience God’s steadfast affection, passionate love, and fervent desire 

for us (Eph. 3:18-19). As this revelation penetrates every part of our 

being, love for God begins to grow within us and leads us to respond 

with love and obedience.  

• Our bridal relationship with Jesus is all about love—His love for us and 

our love for Him. 

 

3. Our heavenly Father is preparing a worthy Bride for His Son. 

 

• In our study of the bride of Christ, two verses stand out:  

Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the 

marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself 

ready (Rev. 19:7). 

 

And while they were going away to make the purchase, the 

bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him 

to the wedding feast; and the door was shut (Matt 25:10). 

 

• The revelation is clear: Jesus is a Bridegroom, we are His cherished 

bride, the kingdom of God is like a wedding, and we must make our-

selves ready for Him.  

• Currently, few believers in the church are actively and purposefully 

making themselves ready as the bride of Christ.  

• The Bible is clear: The eternal wife of Jesus will make herself ready. 

This is not something that God does for us in His sovereignty. It is 

something that we do in cooperation with the Holy Spirit and reliance 

upon His grace.  

• The purpose of this class is to inspire believers to make a personal de-

cision to actively make themselves ready as a worthy bride for Jesus.  
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The Bridal Paradigm in Scripture 
 

1. The bridal paradigm views the kingdom of God as a romance between 

Jesus the Bridegroom and us as His cherished bride. 

 

• A paradigm is an example or model that helps explain a complex con-

cept. 

• In the gospels, the kingdom of God is compared to a seed sown in a 

field, leaven that spreads imperceptibly, hidden treasure that must be 

discovered, a pearl of great price that has been purchased, and a king 

who came to settle accounts.  

• Central to the theme of this class, Jesus also said that “the kingdom of 

heaven is like...a wedding” (Matt. 22:2, NIV). Among the many meta-

phors of the kingdom, we see that the kingdom of God is also like a 

marriage arranged by our heavenly Father for His Son. 

• Hosea said, “‘In that day,’ declares the LORD, ‘you will call me “my 

husband”; you will no longer call me “my master”’” (Hos. 2:16, NIV).  

• The bride of Christ is much more than a picture defining certain traits 

of the church. The kingdom of God really is like a wedding. Jesus 

really is a Bridegroom and we really are His bride. We really are called 

to be married to Him forever.  

• Once you realize that you are the bride of Christ, an amazing thing 

happens when you read the Bible. You begin to see how frequently the 

Scriptures allude to weddings, brides, bridegrooms, wedding feasts, 

wedding attendants, and the bridal paradigm of the kingdom.  

• The Scriptures are filled with references to the marriage that will take 

place between Jesus and His church. Even the order of these refer-

ences speaks of their importance.  

 

2. On many occasions, the bridal paradigm is presented as a first.  

 

• In God’s first interaction with man, He provided Adam with a wife—

which Paul said was a “reference to Christ and the church” (Gen. 

2:18-25; Eph 5:32).  

• Jesus’ first miracle took place at a wedding in Cana when He turned 

water into wine (John 2:1-10). This miracle was much more than en-

suring that there was enough wine for the celebration. Jesus was 

making a powerful prophetic statement about His wedding at the end 

of the age. Just as He did in Cana, Jesus has saved His best wine for 

last (John 2:10), and in these end times, the Holy Spirit is preparing a 

worthy bride for Jesus from every tribe, tongue, people, and nation.  

• When Jesus was first introduced to the nation of Israel, John the Bap-

tist presented Him as a Bridegroom (John 3:29).  

• Jesus first revealed how his servants should minister when He referred 

to them as “friends of the bridegroom” (Matt. 9:15, NKJV).  

• Jesus’ first message to the seven churches of Asia Minor was a call to 

return to your first love (Rev. 2:1-7). 
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3. On many occasions, the bridal paradigm is also presented as a last.  

 

• In Jesus’ last public message, He told a parable about the Father’s 

eternal plan to have a wedding for His Son (Matt. 22:1-14). Through 

this parable, we see that God’s eternal purpose is to prepare a suit-

able wife for Jesus. God’s last message to the world was critical—a 

wedding is coming and we must get ready.  

• In one of Jesus’ last messages to His followers, He said that “the king-

dom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went 

out to meet the bridegroom” (Matt. 25:1, NIV).  

• In one of Jesus’ last prayers, He prayed that we would be with Him 

forever, see His glory, be one with Him, love Him with the same love 

that the Father has for Him, and that He would live inside of us (John 

17:22-26). This is an up close and personal look at the burning de-

sires in the heart of Jesus. He wants a bride who will see His beauty, 

be intimate with Him, and love Him with Spirit-empowered passion.  

• In the last book of the Bible, the book of Revelation, John is shown 

the marriage supper of the Lamb and he sees the New Jerusalem 

“coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride 

adorned for her husband” (Rev. 19:7-10, 21:2).  

• In the last chapter of the last book of the Bible, we see how the bride 

will urge her beloved Bridegroom to return. At the end of the age, the 

Spirit-empowered church will cry, “Come” (Rev. 22:17).  

• The last theme of the Bible is a lovesick bride—not a servant, a minis-

ter, a solider, or a son—crying out for her Bridegroom to return.  

• The Bible starts and ends with a wedding! God reveals what is closest 

to His heart by what He does first and last. 

 

4. The bridal relationship between Jesus and His church is also woven 

throughout the Bible in types, shadows, allegories, prophecies, and 

eternal truths.  

 

• Esther is a picture of how the bride of Christ will be prepared for the 

King and how we can partner with God through intercessory prayer to 

overthrow the antichrist kingdoms of this world.  

• Ruth is a picture of how the bride of Christ will mature in bridal love as 

we transition from the ways of the world into the harvest fields of our 

Kinsmen-Redeemer.  

• The Song of Solomon is more than a natural romance between Solo-

mon and the Shulammite maiden. It is an allegory of the bride of 

Christ’s journey into deep intimacy and partnership with Jesus, her 

beloved Bridegroom. 

• In the book of Ephesians, Paul said that Jesus will present the church 

to Himself in all of her glory (Eph. 5:27). In the words of Paul, the 

bride of Christ will be without “spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but 

that she would be holy and blameless” (Eph. 5:27). Paul made this 

statement while teaching that the leaving and cleaving of marriage is 

a picture of the relationship between Christ and His church (5:28-32).  

• In 2 Corinthians 11:2, Paul said, “For I am jealous for you with a 

godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, that to Christ I 
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might present you as a pure virgin.” When we receive Jesus as Savior 

and are born again, we are betrothed to Him as His bride. A biblical 

betrothal was much deeper than engagements are today. Legally, be-

trothed parties were like a married couple and unfaithfulness was con-

sidered “adultery” (Deut 22:23; Matt 1:19). 

• From Genesis to Revelation, we see weddings, brides, bridegrooms, 

wedding feasts, and wedding attendants.  

  

The Eternal Purpose of Creation 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

1. Adam and Eve’s marriage foreshadows our bridal relationship with 

Jesus. 

 

• The first two chapters of Genesis describe the creation account. Chap-

ter one reveals what God did in creation: He created man and woman 

in His image. The last few verses of chapter one and chapter two re-

veals why He did it, which also explains why He created the world and 

its inhabitants.  

• On the sixth day, God created Adam, put him in the garden, and gave 

him free access to the beauty and provision of Eden. God told him to 

freely enjoy all of His creation except for the forbidden fruit from the 

tree of knowledge. He then instructed Adam to watch over the garden, 

to keep it, to cultivate it, and to expand it. Adam was to take domin-

ion over the entire earth.  

• But one thing was missing. Adam needed a helpmate suitable for him. 

The Lord said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him 

a helper suitable for him” (Gen. 2:18). How would God do this? He put 

Adam into a deep sleep, took a rib from his side, and fashioned a 

woman from it. Eve—Adam’s perfect companion who would help him 

take dominion over the earth—was created (Gen. 1:28). In the words 

of Adam, Eve was “bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh” (Gen. 

2:23). 

• Paul said that Adam was a “type” or a foreshadowing of Christ (Rom. 

5:14). He also said that Eve foreshadowed the church’s relationship to 

Christ (Eph. 5:31-32). Just as Eve was made from Adam’s side, the 

church was birthed out of Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. And 

just as it was with Eve, we are bone of His bone and flesh of His flesh 

through the Holy Spirit.  

• We are Jesus’ perfect helpmate. We are called to partner with Him as 

He takes dominion over the earth.  

• When we understand that Adam foreshadows Christ and Eve foreshad-
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God’s eternal purpose in creation is to give His Son an 

equally-yoked bride that will partner with Him for all 

eternity.  
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ows His betrothed bride, we begin to see why the Father created the 

heavens and the earth.  

• More than any other reason, it was to provide Jesus with a suitable 

helpmate—a wife and an eternal companion—with whom He could 

take dominion over the earth.  

 

2. Five key phrases found in the Genesis account reveal more about 

God’s eternal purpose for creation. 

 

• These phrases are contained in the following two passages: 

 
Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will 

make him a helper suitable for him” (Gen. 2:18). 

 
For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be 

joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh. And the man and 

his wife were both naked and were not ashamed (Gen. 2:24-25). 

 

• First, God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.”  

 

� Something was woefully missing in Adam’s life. He was lonely 

and lovesick for a wife.  

� In the same way, as hard as it is for us to grasp, Jesus is love-

sick for His bride. He burns with passionate love and affection 

for us.  

� He longs to be with us, to be one with us, and to partner with 

us to take dominion over the earth. He waits in anticipation for 

the Father to say, “Son, go and get your bride.” 

 

• Second, God said, “I will make him a helper suitable for him.”  

 

� The Hebrew word for helper means one who assists another to 

reach complete fulfillment.1  

� The dictionary defines suitable as one who is of the right type 

or quality for a particular purpose or occasion.2  

� Though many find this hard to accept, we are that suitable 

helper. We are the ones who are of the right type and quality 

to help our Bridegroom reach complete fulfillment. Even in our 

weaknesses, we complete Jesus. The longing in His heart can-

not be fulfilled without our love and obedience.  

� We are His suitable helper.  

 

• Third, Adam was to be “joined to his wife.”  

 

� In the same way, Jesus will leave His Father’s house, return to 

earth for us, and we will be joined to Him forever.  

� Even though we have a relationship with our Bridegroom now, 

we will have a much greater intimacy and partnership with Him 

following His return.  

� Paul explained it this way: “Now we see but a poor reflection as 

in a mirror; then we shall see face to face” (1 Cor. 13:12a).  
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� Just as a husband and wife are to leave their father and 

mother and cleave to one another, we are to leave all other 

loves and cleave to the Lord Jesus. As His bride, we are to be 

fully joined to Him. 

 

• Fourth, Adam and Eve were to “become one flesh.”  

 

� Likewise, we are to become one spirit with Jesus. Paul said, 

“The one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him” 

(1 Cor. 6:17). This means that we are to be intimate with Je-

sus and to take on His nature.  

� The bride that will be presented to Jesus will be without spot or 

wrinkle. She will have taken on the nature of the One she 

loves. She will become bone of His bone and flesh of His flesh.  

� On that day we will be like Him.  

 

• Fifth, Adam and Eve were “naked and were not ashamed.”  

 

� Similarly, the Holy Spirit will produce transparency in the bride 

that will lead to greater intimacy with Jesus.  

� We will feel so secure in His love that we will have confidence 

to share our hearts with Jesus, and we will learn to listen to 

what’s on His heart. Paul says, “then I shall know fully, even as 

I am fully known” (1 Cor. 13:12b).  

� There will be nothing that is hidden between us. We will truly 

become one with our Bridegroom. 

 

3. God’s eternal purpose for creation is to provide a worthy bride for His 

beloved Son. 

 

• Jesus, who burns with affection for His beloved bride, longs to be with 

us because we are His perfect helpmate.  

• We have been taken from His side and created in His image to be His 

eternal companion. We have been called to an intimate relationship 

with Jesus now that will only grow richer throughout eternity.  

• Together with our beloved, we will take dominion over the earth.  

• This is the eternal purpose of creation and the ultimate reason why 

the Father placed man in the garden. Paul Billheimer, in his classic 

book Destined for the Throne, writes: 
 

It [the Bride of Christ] is one thing and one alone: the Eternal 

Companion of Jesus Christ, wholly God and wholly man. The 

final and ultimate outcome and goal of events from eternity to 

eternity, the finished product of all the ages, is the spotless 

Bride of Christ, united with Him in wedded bliss at the Marriage 

Supper of the Lamb and seated with her heavenly Bridegroom 

upon the throne of the universe—ruling and reigning with Him 

over an ever increasing and expanding Kingdom. He entered 

the stream of human history for this one purpose, to claim His 

Beloved....Creation has no other aim. History has no other 

goal. From before the foundation of the world until the dawn of 
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eternal ages God has been working toward one grand event, 

one supreme end—the glorious wedding of His Son, the Mar-

riage Supper of the Lamb.3 

 

 

Living in Bridal Identity 

1. As Jesus’ betrothed bride, we are His inheritance. 

• This was revealed to John in Revelation when he saw the four living 

creatures and the 24 elders worshiping in the throne room. They were 

singing: 

 

Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You 

were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from 

every tribe and tongue and people and nation. You have made 

them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will 

reign upon the earth (Rev. 5:9-10). 

 

• Simply put, Jesus has purchased a bride with His blood from every 

tribe, tongue, people, and nation, and she will reign with Him for all 

eternity.  

• Through his death and resurrection, Jesus purchased us for His Fa-

ther, that we might be God’s special treasure and unique possession. 

God was so pleased that Jesus willingly left the glory of heaven, put 

on a coat of humility, and gave His life to redeem us that God, in turn, 

gave the church back to Jesus as His inheritance.  

• In Ephesians 1:18, Paul prayed that the saints might comprehend “the 

riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints.” The “saints”—and 

more specifically the bride—is Christ’s inheritance. 

• As His betrothed bride, we are Jesus’ inheritance and He takes great 

joy in us. This is our identity as born-again believers. We are no 

longer just a sinner who has been saved, a servant who attends to his 

master, or even a follower doing the works of his leader.  

 

2. Knowing that we are Jesus’ sought-after, eternal companion should 

revolutionize our identities. 

 

• We are Christ’s beloved bride who is being prepared for our wedding 

day with the King of the universe. This is our identity.  

• Embracing this identity inspires a fresh excitement in our relationship 

with Jesus and gives us the courage to allow the Holy Spirit to make 

us ready.  

• We are a beloved bride who is being sought after and made ready for 

a wedding to our loving God.  

• The following quote from Mike Bickle summarizes this idea: 

 

One of the greatest foundational truths about God and His peo-

ple is that Jesus Himself is the eternal Bridegroom and we, as 

the Bride of Christ, are the ones chosen by God to be His eter-
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nal partner. Understanding this gives us insight into how we 

were formed and our reason for existence. Before the creation 

of the world, the Father wanted His Son to have a Bride. All of 

history—from the fall of man to the cross of Christ and every 

instance of repeated sin and offered redemption—builds toward 

the great climatic event called the Marriage Supper of the 

Lamb (Revelation 19:7-8).4 
 

• To be made ready as a worthy bride, we must live in our bridal iden-

tity.  

• We must see ourselves as a betrothed bride who is greatly desired by 

our Bridegroom.  

• We must imagine ourselves celebrating with Him as His eternal part-

ner at the marriage supper of the Lamb.  

• We must recognize that most of our life experiences have been per-

fectly designed by our loving Creator to prepare us for that day.  

• Make no mistake about it—Christianity is much more than a set of 

facts and ordinances that keep us out of hell. The gospel is a romance 

between Jesus and broken humanity. Jesus is a Bridegroom God who 

has burning passion and wholehearted affection for us. 
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The Father created us so that He might share His eternal 

pleasure in His beloved Son with us. Our greatest pur-

pose in life is to love Jesus with the same passion that 

has burned in the Father before the foundation of the 

world (John 17:26). We are on a journey to mature, bri-

dal love. So let’s begin that journey today!  
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Review Questions 
 

 

True or False 

 

1. Pursuing Jesus as a Bridegroom is all about love. 

2. The bridal paradigm views the kingdom of God as a romance between Jesus 

the Bridegroom and us as His cherished bride. 

3. There are only a few scriptural references to the wedding that will take place 

between Jesus and His church.. 

4. Jesus is filled with affection for His bride and longs to be with her. 

5. To be made ready as a worthy bride for Jesus, we must grow in our identity 

as ministers of the gospel. 

6. When the Scriptures mention the marriage between Jesus and His bride, it is a 

metaphor that illustrates the Son’s love for His church; it is not a reference to 

an actual wedding.  

7. God’s eternal purpose in creation is to give His Son an equally-yoked bride 

that will partner with Him for all eternity.  

8. Our heavenly Father is actively preparing a worthy bride for His Son. 

9. Because Jesus loves us so much, every believer is automatically ready for His 

coming the moment they are born again. 

10. The bridal relationship between Jesus and believers illustrates one dimension 

of the first and foremost commandment. 

 

Fill in the Blank 

 

11. The journey of becoming a worthy bride for Jesus begins as we experience God’s 

_______________ for us. 

12. In the Old Testament, the Prophet _____________ said that God’s people will call 

Him their Husband. 

13. Two parables in the book of Matthew record great insights about the bride of Christ 

and the eternal wedding feast. These are found in chapters _____________ and 

________________.  

14. Jesus first miracle took place at a __________________.  
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15. When Jesus was first introduced to the nation of Israel, John the Baptist presented 

Him as a ___________________.  

 

From the list to your right, choose the corresponding letter that best matches the 

phrase on the left. 

 

16. The Parable of the Wedding Feast 

(Matt. 22) 

17. Esther 

18. The Parable of the Ten Virgins (Matt. 

25) 

19. The wedding at Cana 

20. The Spirit and bride say, “Come” 

 

 

Possible Matches for 16-20 

 

a. One of Jesus’ last messages 

to His followers 

b. A picture of the end-time 

bride of Christ 

c. The last theme of the Bible  

d. Where Jesus performed His 

first miracle 

e. One of Jesus’ last public 

messages 


