
 

 

HILLSONG – LET HOPE RISE 
  

They started as a group of friends, teenagers who met at their church’s youth group who 

liked music a lot and liked playing it more. A couple had big dreams of stardom. At least one 

used it as an excuse to “not go out drinking with my buddies.”  But all of them relished the 

chance to jam together every Friday night – and none of them had any idea where that jamming 

would one day lead.  

 Today, the ragtag collection of musicians-learning-as-they-went is known and adored 

worldwide as Hillsong UNITED, from Sydney, Australia’s Hillsong Church. It is not an 

exaggeration to say they are one of the most influential bands in the world: More than 20 million 

albums sold. Songs translated into 100 languages. Playing to crowds of as many as 100,000. 

More than 50 million people singing their songs every Sunday.  They’ve been profiled on the 

front page of The New York Times, and been featured by major news outlets from “Good 

Morning America” to NPR, “Today” to Time. The church’s music has, in the words of The New 

York Times, “transformed the Christian songbook” -- topping the iTunes charts and landing in 



the Top 5 on Billboard’s. Some of their biggest fans are some of the world’s biggest celebrities 

(Justin Bieber and NBA MVP Kevin Durant among them). And, all together, they have a social 

media following of more than 23 million.  

 They are also the stars of HILLSONG-LET HOPE RISE, a full-length feature film that 

traces their journey all the way back to those humble early days. In doing so, it creates an 

entirely new genre of film: the theatrical worship experience, leading audiences to spontaneously 

sing along from their seats with the band on the screen as they praise God together.  

The Hillsong movement started as a one-room church service in a borrowed building in 

the suburbs of Sydney. Since its founding by pastors Brian and Bobbie Houston in 1983, 

Hillsong Church has expanded to 17 global locations (including London, Paris, Stockholm, 

Barcelona, Copenhagen, Cape Town and Moscow), with more than 100,000 weekly attendees, 

including thriving congregations in New York, Los Angeles and Phoenix. The church sponsors 

and partners with others in worldwide ministry work -- including feeding and educating children 

in the slums of India, building housing for those living with AIDS in Africa and rescuing victims 

of human trafficking around the globe. 

A significant portion of those good works are financed by Hillsong’s music outreach – in 

addition to their record sales, their bands regularly pack out such venues as Radio City Music 

Hall, the Hollywood Bowl, Red Rocks Amphitheatre and the O2 Arena. The church’s hits, 

distributed in roughly 90 countries worldwide, comprise the worship soundtrack for two 

generations of Christians – numbers like “Shout to the Lord,” “Mighty to Save,” “From the 

Inside Out,” Hosanna,” “Lead Me to the Cross,” “Relentless,” “With Everything” “Cornerstone,” 

“Touch the Sky” and “Oceans.”  

The most popular of those songs today are by Hillsong UNITED, whose members are 

volunteers or employees of the church. They do it not to make millions of dollars or accumulate 

millions of fans – but to share with millions of people the hope and love they have personally 

experienced through their relationship with God. HILLSONG-LET HOPE RISE, follows the 

band across the globe as it writes and records a new album against the backdrop of a world tour 

and the history of the church from which it was born. At every stop along the way, whether in 

personal interviews, performing community service projects or from the stage, the band 

members’ humble hearts and commitment to a cause greater than themselves are front and 

center. They look and sound like rock stars, but they want no part of the rock star lifestyle. 



 HILLSONG-LET HOPE RISE is directed by Michael John Warren (Jay Z’s FADE TO 

BLACK, RENT: FILMED LIVE ON BROADWAY, NICKI MINAJ: MY TIME NOW).  

Matthew Weaver of MediaWeaver Entertainment (WE’RE THE MILLERS, ROCK OF AGES) , 

Jonathan Bock of Grace Hill Media and Ben Field of Hillsong Church are producing. Executive 

producers are Ted Gartner, Phil Cooke and Greg Campbell. 

 The film stars Hillsong UNITED (Joel Houston, Jonathon “JD” Douglass, Taya Smith, 

Jad Gillies, Matt Crocker, Dylan Thomas, Michael Guy Chislett, Simon Kobler, Timon Klein 

and Benjamin Tennikoff); and Hillsong Church pastors Brian Houston and Bobbie Houston. 

 

‘Why in the world would anyone  

want to see a movie about us?’  
 

The Houstons – Hillsong Church pastors Brian and Bobbie and their son, Hillsong 

UNITED worship leader Joel -- did not want to be movie stars. They still don’t, in fact. So how 

did they wind up as the subjects of HILLSONG-LET HOPE RISE? 

The story starts with Jonathan Bock, a veteran Hollywood marketing executive who 

attended one of the church’s annual conferences while promoting another project. He was 

touched by what he saw from the stage – and the intensely worshipful reaction from those in 

attendance.  

“There were 30,000 people there, five nights in a row,” Bock remembers. “Of course I 

fell in love with the music. But I also fell in love with them. The heart of these people is so 

great.” 

The more he looked into the history of the church and the band, the more convinced he 

was that theirs would be an entertaining and inspiring story to tell in a feature film. So he asked 

his friend Matt Weaver, a veteran Hollywood producer, to join him at another Hillsong UNITED 

show – this one at the Hollywood Bowl. 

“I went with a little trepidation, because it was a brand new world for someone like me, 

who, frankly, had not been to church in a long time,” Weaver recalls. "But I was just totally 

intrigued by these people. And I was really, really moved.” 



So, 

HILLSONG-LET 

HOPE RISE had 

the two men who 

would become its 

producers. It just 

didn’t have the 

Houstons yet. 

“My fear 

about the movie 

was that people 

would think it was 

about us,” Joel 

Houston says, looking back. “Or that we were trying to promote ourselves. That’s not what we’re 

about.”  

Joel’s dad was even more blunt, asking Bock and Weaver, “Why in the world would 

anyone want to see a movie about us?” 

Bock chuckles at the memory of what happened next. 

“I said, ‘You know, just give me a chance to toss this around Hollywood and see if 

anyone’s interested,’ ” he says. “We pitched it and got four offers immediately.” 

Hollywood gatekeepers saw the same qualities in the band Bock and Weaver did.  

“The band has this quality about them that’s a little bit like Pope Francis,” Bock notes. 

“You don't have to be Catholic to like the Pope -- you just look at him and listen to him and go, 

‘He's doing it right.’ That same kind of quality is all over every one of the members of this band. 

You see them and you're moved by who they are as people.  

“It just makes you an instant fan.” 

The Houstons, and every member of the band, got on board – but only because the film  

would allow them to accomplish from the movie screen what they had dedicated their lives to 

doing from the pulpit, the recording studio and the stage. 



“This movie is a brilliant opportunity that we didn't go chasing to get out the message of 

what we believe: which is who Jesus is and how much he's changed our lives,” worship leader 

Jonathan “JD” Douglas says. “Hopefully it inspires and helps people.” 

Hillsong Church lead pastors Brian and Bobbie Houston share that sentiment. 

“We’re passionate about the local church and seeing the lives of people changed,” Bobbie 

Houston says. “It's been a wonderful journey, and we’re looking forward to more great 

adventures ahead!” 

“The purpose of blessing is to enable you to be a great channel of blessing to others,” 

adds Brian Houston. “When you are blessed, you have a mighty foundation from which to 

impact others. You are blessed to be a blessing.” 

Bock has seen from working closely with the band, and not just when the cameras were 

rolling, that their motivation is sincere. 

“In a lot of ways they're like every band guy you’ve ever known in your entire life: They 

sleep late, they’re super disorganized, they've never ironed their clothes, ever,” he explains with 

a chuckle. “But in a lot of ways they're not like any band you've seen before. Because they're just 

guileless, good people; they're not in it for the money, or their own power or control.  

“It's really just about the message of their music and passing that along to people all over 

the world.” 

Now that the producers had their cast, they needed a director. They enlisted Michael John 

Warren (Jay Z’s FADE TO BLACK) because he could handle the hybrid they envisioned the 

movie being: part intimate, verite-style interviews capturing the church and band members’ 

stories, part multi-camera extravaganza capturing the energy and emotion of Hillsong UNITED 

onstage.  

Warren, though, like Weaver, was initially skeptical of the opportunity. He caught the 

band during a service at Hillsong Church’s New York campus. 

“The lights go down like a rock show. The band comes out like a rock show. And they 

start playing. The music's very good,” Warren remembers. “And I noticed that boyfriends had 

their arms around their girlfriends, and it just didn't feel like church, at least the way I knew 

church. I grew up with church being very serious and somber and in Latin.  

“Even as a jaded New Yorker, I have to admit that by the third song I started feeling 

something,” he adds. “I'm not saying it was the Holy Spirit or God or anything like that. But one 



thing I'm sure it was was the presence of love. These people really love each other. And they've 

created a community where they really support each other. 

“Whether you're religious or not, it's hard to look at that, experience that, and not feel 

good about it.”  

How good will audiences feel about the concert sequences in HILLSONG-LET HOPE 

RISE? Bock has already seen it in advance screenings – filmgoers are so moved by the music, 

and the exhilarating way it is performed and presented onscreen, that they spontaneously stand 

up, right there in the auditorium, to sing along with the band. He has dubbed the unprecedented 

development cinema’s first-ever “theatrical worship experience” – and expects it to play out 

wherever the movie is shown. 

“This film is something like a sing-along SOUND OF MUSIC,” he says. “There are so 

many people around the world who know these songs from church that we have seen them 

actually start singing in theaters. It will be really interesting to see how that plays itself out. Can 

you imagine audiences expecting to see a ‘typical’ Christian movie suddenly encountering 

people all around them standing up, raising their hands and breaking into full-throated song? It’ll 

be hard just to sit there quietly with your popcorn when the guy next to you stands up because 

he's having a worship experience?  

“Somebody may feel the need to call security,” he adds with a grin, “or it could be a 

really moving experience for everybody.” 

Sure to be moving in their own right are the interviews with band members that augment 

the concert footage, which Weaver says have “a through-line of real honesty that is truly 

meaningful.” 

“It was one of those pivotal meetings in the beginning where we were all trying to 

convince each other to do the movie, and we were sitting with the Houstons,” he recalls. “And I 

remember Brian and Joel looked at each other and said, ‘Listen. We don't want to make a puff 

piece. If we're going to tell our story, we're going to tell our story. And our story, like everyone's, 

has high and lows and triumphs and setbacks and struggles.’ 

“I was struck by their brutal honesty,” Weaver adds. “How willing they were to say,  

‘Let's show it all and tell it all.’ ”  

 



One of the The Most Influential  

Bands in the World 

 
 They’ve sold more 

albums than Lady Antebellum, 

about the same number as the 

Jonas Brothers and aren’t trailing 

Miley Cyrus by all that much. 

USA Today has said their sound, 

musicianship and overall vibe are 

reminiscent of Coldplay. And 

they basically own a day of the 

week, Sunday, when industry 

estimates put the number of people singing at least one of their songs somewhere in the world at 

50 million. That’s about double the number of songs iTunes sells on any given day.  

 But the impact the music of Hillsong has on the world can’t be fully measured in sales 

numbers or critical accolades. Yes, they have been responsible for several hit – even classic – 

worship songs over the years, such as “Mighty to Save,” “From the Inside Out,” Hosanna,” 

“Lead Me to the Cross,” “Shout to the Lord,” “With Everything” and “Cornerstone.” Hillsong 

UNITED’s most recent worldwide worship sensation is “Oceans,” which spent 45 weeks atop 

Billboard’s Christian Songs chart and earned Song of the Year honors at the DOVE Awards, the 

Grammys of Christian music. 

But there’s something deeper going on when they release an album or play a concert – 

something made clear in HILLSONG-LET HOPE RISE.  

 “When they write a song, they are preaching Scripture,” explains Warren. “They use 

music to help bring life to the Bible. And that's a really inviting thing.”   

 Even for a self-described “non-religious” person like Warren, who calls the band “the 

most joyful group.”  

“I go and film these guys and when I leave I'm kind of bummed I'm not with them 

anymore,” he says. “I see them on Instagram posting photos from some city where I'm not with 



them and I'm sad about it. That doesn't happen often when I'm making a film about someone 

else.” 

Producer Bock echoes his director’s sentiments, explaining that the impact of Hillsong 

UNITED is that they are a “church band” whose music is not just enjoyed by, or even necessarily 

made exclusively for, churches. 

“Within all of us, whether you're religious or not, there's a deep desire to be known and to 

be loved,” Bock says. “Hillsong isn’t ‘singing to the choir’; they’re on a mission to tell the world 

that God loves all people – exactly who and where they are.” 

As guitarist Dylan Thomas puts it: “The ultimate goal is that we want people to grow in 

their faith. Everything we do spear-points to that.” 

The music, and the message it carries, has been a major component of the international 

growth of Hillsong Church – which in additional to regularly expanding its brick-and-mortar 

reach into major cities recently launched a 24-hour satellite TV service, The Hillsong Channel.  

The connection between the music and the church’s growth and growing influence has not been 

lost on the media. Consider these observations: 

 

 The church, Hillsong, has become a phenomenon, capitalizing on, and in some 

cases shaping, trends not only in evangelicalism but also in Christian youth 

culture. … Hillsong is even more remarkable because its target is young 

Christians in big cities, where faith seems out of fashion but where its services 

are packing them in.” – The New York Times 

 

 “Falling attendance is often blamed on discord over social issues like same-sex 

marriage, but one wildly popular megachurch from Australia is bucking that trend 

and making its mark in the U.S. without shying away from tough questions. It's 

also finding no shortage of young Christians.” -- CBS This Morning 

 

 “Every Sunday, thousands of people gather in New York City to get in line for a 

church service that is full of hand-raising, heart-thumping, hipster-style 

Christianity. … In short, this is not your granddaddy’s church.” – Good Morning 

America 



 

 “Hillsong Church NYC holds at least six sermons every Sunday in a ballroom-

style concert venue that has hosted such bands as U2 and the Red Hot Chili 

Peppers. People squeeze into whatever space they can find and take notes on 

iPhones as (Pastor Carl) Lentz marches across the stage, peppering his sermon 

with Bible verses, jokes, pop music lines and street slang.” – Associated Press 

 

And now that Hillsong’s music, and story, is front-and-center  in Hollywood’s first-ever 

theatrical worship experience, Bock says the band’s culture influence will be more palpable than 

ever. 

“One of the things that is going to be very impactful for people -- religious or otherwise -

- is that you're going to see right into the heart of who this band is,” he says. “And you're going 

to realize that they're committed to something much bigger than just their own glory. And that’s 

moving and powerful and important.” 

No rock stars here 

 The phrase “humble beginnings” is used a lot to describe the initial days of a band. But 

it’s truer for Hillsong UNITED than it is for most groups – because from those humble 

beginnings has spring a humble now. 

Being a part 

of something that is 

bigger than a band 

or any one 

individual, that has 

its own rewards,” 

Gillies says. “I don't 

want to be a rock 

star. But I do know 

that what we're 

doing gives us a 

platform to generate 



resources to help with projects around the globe, and it also gives us a platform to encourage 

people, help people and maybe even steer them towards helping people.” 

 The foundations for that platform was built more than 15 years ago out of Hillsong 

Church. 

“I was just a pastor's kid growing up, getting into trouble, and somewhere in there I guess 

as a teenager I fell in love with music,” Joel Houston says. “I played in a bunch of different 

bands in high school, and we were seeing some kind of success – but then almost overnight that 

dream was over.” 

 From it, however, a new dream was born. While Houston was already a part of the 

Friday-night church youth band, up to that point he’d considered Christian music a “fallback 

option.” And then he sensed God nudging him to make it his life’s pursuit. 

 "I felt like God was saying to me, ‘Why do the best minds always going to go to MTV, or 

Apple? When are the best minds and the best talents going to serve the church?’ I remember 

thinking, ‘I don't have the best mind and I certainly don't have the most talent,’ but I made a 

decision that I was going to give the best of my mind and the best of my talent to church.”  

 Weaver says HILLSONG-LET HOPE RISE is a story about “the biggest band in the 

world nobody's ever heard of.”  By that he means even though Hillsong has sold more than 16 

million albums, and their music has been sold in roughly 90 countries, the members of UNITED 

don’t live like, or consider themselves, rock stars. They’re not about getting their names in the 

papers; they’re about getting God’s name on listeners’ lips. 

 “It's not just about selling albums,” director Warren explains. “They aren't just trying to 

make an album that you go sit in your bedroom and listen to and think, ‘Hey, that's a good song.’ 

They're trying to arm people with songs that connect them to God.  

 “Their mission -- without exaggeration – is making music to save souls. They are trying 

to get people to discover Jesus. That's probably the most righteous reason to make music – I love 

and respect them for that mission because it's so pure.” 

 That “purity” extends to the fact that band members are employees of or volunteers for 

the church. The money that comes from album sales, touring and merchandise does not wind up 

backed by a lot of zeroes in their pockets; it is poured back into the ministry efforts and 

opportunities of the church.  



As producer Bock says, “They're not reaping the benefits like a standard band would, like 

Bon Jovi would out on tour making millions of dollars.” Weaver puts it this way: “They get off 

the stage, they make less than what schoolteachers do, they don't live rock star lives. It's all about 

giving back.” And Warren has seen the band’s commitment to the greater good firsthand: “I've 

been to their apartments. They live quite modestly. Some of them live with their in-laws because 

they're saving to buy a house. That immediately separates them from anyone else who can sell 

out a huge stadium in five hours.”  

 And all of it, right down to the literal penny, is perfectly all right with the band.  

“The cool thing about what we do is we don't profit from these tours personally 

financially at all,” explains JD, who started attending Hillsong Church at age 4. “Any revenue 

goes back into the life of the church and projects that we do -- helping people, feeding the poor 

and all our outreaches in the local community and around the world.”  

Those outreaches include partnering with international ministries on large-scale relief 

work in Africa, helping build orphanages and AIDS hospitals; in Mumbai, India, where it is 

helping impoverished children; and at countless other points around the world, through the 

40,000 children the church sponsors via the relief organization Compassion International. But it 

also includes intimate acts of service, like church members sacrificing their Saturday mornings to 

mow the lawn of someone who is too harried or sick to do it themselves. 

Taya Smith, a worship leader who joined the band just a couple of years ago, agrees that 

participating in a project with worldwide impact is more rewarding than being in a band with 

worldwide fame. 

“Everything I'm involved with in church has gone to the next level in a really awesome 

way,” she says. “We get to travel, we get to be part of a team that's bigger than ourselves and a 

church that's bigger than ourselves. It's blessed my life ridiculously.” 

JD also feels blessed – surprisingly so. 

“I never expected, being part of this band and coming out of this church, that we'd get 

this much opportunity and influence,” he says. “It's been this unfolding realization of what we're 

part of, and still I'm shocked by it every time we do a trip and I find out that people on the other 

side of the planet have heard our songs. It's a bit of a spin out.”  

 Joel Houston couldn’t be happier that his “fallback option” has led to such a “spin out.” 



“I love what our church is all about,” he says. “Really simple: Loving God. Loving 

people. Loving life. And if we can use music to achieve that -- be it buying a food bus in India or 

helping the programs the church does week in and week out in Sydney and around the world, it's 

just a bonus.”  

Not for Christians only 

 Hillsong Church is a Christian church. Hillsong UNITED is a Christian band. But 

HILLSONG-LET HOPE RISE is not a movie just for Christians.  

 “I'm not a religious 

person, but I learned things 

from these people. They are 

lovely people,” director 

Warren says. “They are 

sincerely giving. They are 

sincerely supportive. I don't 

believe the same things they 

believe, but I'm learning from 

them. And I actually believe 

I'm becoming a better person 

having spent a year studying them.” 

Producer Weaver, who describes himself as a spiritual person but not necessarily a 

churchgoer, agrees with his director’s assessment of their film’s stars. 

“I grew up in a very jaded time -- the '80s, with religious figures like Jim and Tammy 

Faye Bakker and Jimmy Swaggart -- so I went in to this a little jaded,” he recalls. “But that jaded 

part of your heart just gets totally filled when you're around these guys.” 

 Band members hope the filmmakers’ reaction is shared by filmgoers – especially those 

who encounter them for the first time on the big screen. Not so they get new fans or sell more 

albums, but because it will help them achieve the goal that led them to start playing in the first 

place.  

 “We want people to see God for who he really is, not through the lens of a bad 

experience in church or through religion, but rather the God who loves everybody,” Joel Houston 



says. “We want everyone who sees this movie to know God accepts everybody just the way they 

are. That his grace is sufficient for everyone and our faith isn't built on what we do and how 

good we are. It's not about judgment and it's not about pointing the finger. It's actually about 

finding hope.  

  “I hope that's what people walk away with,” he adds, “rather than seeing a bunch of 

weird Australian kids jumping around on stage.”  

 Gillies echoes those sentiments, saying he hopes the film will, in the end, “encourage” 

non-Christians. 

 “Hopefully it changes people's perspective and gives them a bit more reality of what it 

actually looks like to believe in who Jesus is and live a life that reflects that,” he says.  

 JD has similar thoughts. 

 “For people who've had nothing to do with the church, I hope it will be interesting,” he 

says. “And I hope it will give them a little bit of an insight that going to church isn’t about 

following a religion, it’s about following a person named Jesus.” 

 And if they just want to be entertained, Gillies says the film has that covered, too. 

 “I would come and see this movie because JD's dance moves are out of this world,” he 

says with a laugh. “You ain't going to see any better dance moves.” 

 

About the Church and Band  

JOEL HOUSTON (Lead Pastor, Hillsong NYC and Worship Leader, Hillsong 

United) My hope is that in some way, by some divine mystery, our stories might help other 

people connect with God, that they might learn about the amazing and scandalous nature of 

God's grace for everyone and his outrageous plan to work out all his goodness through broken 

people.  

We want everyone who sees this movie to know God accepts everybody just the way 

they are. That his grace is sufficient for everyone and our faith isn't built on what we do and how 

good we are. It's not about judgment and it's not about pointing the finger. It's actually about 

finding hope. 



That’s the reason we made the film and the reason why I travel the globe with Hillsong 

UNITED, to see generations across the earth awakened to real love, rise up with hearts as one 

and find value in the broken, hurting and lost. 

That’s my passion. That and my family: My wife, Esther, and my son, Zion. 

 

BRIAN HOUSTON (Lead Pastor, Hillsong Church) A blessed life is one that 

understands that when God saves you, He has others in mind. I believe every Christian needs to 

know that they are not only saved, but are also called to live a life of purpose. The purpose of 

God's blessing is to enable you to be a great channel of blessing to others. When you are blessed, 

you have a mighty foundation from which to impact others. You are blessed to be a blessing. 

 

My wife, Bobbie, and I founded Hillsong Church in 1983. It was always out goal to reach 

our city and beyond with the Word and the love of God. He has blessed us beyond our wildest 

dreams in making that a reality – and I truly believe, the best is yet to come. 

 

BOBBIE HOUSTON (Lead Pastor, Hillsong Church) We’re passionate about the 

local church and seeing the lives of people changed through the life-transforming message of 

Christ. It's been a wonderful journey, and we’re looking forward to more great adventures ahead 

It has been my honor over the years to raise up a strong and capable company of women 

through a local Hillsong Sisterhood, global Colour Sisterhood and flourishing annual Colour 

Conferences that take place across four nations. 

 

TAYA SMITH (Worship Leader) Everything I'm involved with in church has gone to 

the next level in a really awesome way since I joined UNITED in 2013: We get to travel, we get 

to be part of a team that's bigger than ourselves and a church that's bigger than ourselves. It's 

blessed my life ridiculously. 

It’s all a lot to take in for a country girl born and raised on the far north coast of New 

South Wales, Australia. Especially after the success of “Oceans,” which I had the honor to sing 

lead on. The song is all about stepping out and trusting God in areas where you have no idea how 

it's going to turn out. There are no borders. It could go any way. I feel like God's speaking to me 

through the song. 



I started out at the church as a volunteer in the youth and young adults ministries and the 

creative team at the City Campus. Then I got involved in the church’s youth worship group 

Young & Free. 

Whenever I’m not travelling, I enjoy pastoring the creative team, running prayer 

meetings and leading worship in a weekend service. 

 

JAD GILLIES (Worship Leader) The crazy thing about this movie is none of us really 

took it seriously in the beginning. We were like, “Yeah, right. They would seriously make a 

movie about us.” But, you know what?  The thing about Hillsong United and Hillsong Church is 

that God took some pretty ordinary kids and some pretty ordinary people and over 30 years has 

actually done something quite significant.  

It's something none of us could have done on our own. So hopefully the movie changes 

people's perspective and gives them a bit more reality of what it actually looks like to believe in 

who Jesus is and live a life that reflects that. 

I’ve been part of the UNITED team for 10 years now. I’m the creative pastor at Hillsong 

Church and oversee both the technical and worship leadership teams across the church’s 

Australian campuses. 

My passion for the house of God was first ignited when I served in the music and youth 

ministries of my home church in New Zealand. I led worship there at 17 before moving to 

Sydney at 21 to pursue the study of Worship Ministry at Hillsong International Leadership 

College. 

I spend the majority of my time working pastorally and coaching our teams in the theory 

and practice of servant leadership. I’m most happy, though, spending time with my wife 

Rebecca, and our two kids, George and Harriet, watching sports and listening to good music.  

 

MATT CROCKER (Worship Leader) I hope what comes through on screen is that the 

church doesn't need to be perfect, it just needs to be the love of Christ on earth and show people 

that they don't need to be perfect. People can love God and experience Jesus themselves and 

have a day-to-day relationship with him without having to be perfect. You can be whoever you 

are and be in love with Christ. 



I grew up in Hillsong Church. In my younger years, I played the drums and learned how 

to write music in a band setting. That’s where my love of songwriting was first sparked. 

Ten years since my first published song, I have the privilege of traveling the world with 

UNITED and writing songs with influence that span the globe. I’m happily married to my wife, 

Breanna, and continue to write songs for Hillsong Church and UNITED. 

 

JONATHON “JD” DOUGLAS (Worship Leader)  This movie is a brilliant 

opportunity that we didn't go chasing to get out the message of what we believe: which is who 

Jesus is and how much he's changed our lives. Hopefully it inspires and helps people. 

Even for people who've had nothing to do with church, I hope it will be interesting, And I 

hope it will give them a little bit of an insight that going to church isn’t about following a 

religion, it’s about following a person named Jesus. 

I grew up in Hillsong Church, attending the Hills Campus with my family from the age of 

4, and I’ve been involved in Kids and Youth Ministries since that time. The love and 

encouragement I experienced growing up at Hillsong  played a vital role in the development of 

my passions - the greatest of which is a firm belief in the power of a healthy local church in 

seeing God’s Kingdom established across the earth. 

I oversee Hillsong’s Creative Campus Pastors in Australia. My wife, Lauren, partners 

with me in ministry, and our two beautiful daughters, Indie Bo and Sailor Rose, and our new son, 

Jones, are always along for the ride.  

 

MICHAEL GUY CHISLETT (Producer) We're seeing this new influence that we've 

never had before. We're realizing every day that God's going crazy with the impact he's making 

with what's in our hands. What’s great about it is we weren't like, “Let's go make an album. Let's 

go play stadiums.” I think if we were like that, none of this would have happened. Our goal was 

just to make songs that we liked that made us feel closer to God 

I’ve produced the music for many of Hillsong’s projects and songs, including recent 

Hillsong Worship, UNITED and Young & Free albums. My chief role is to foster creative 

collaboration within the team. 

I also travel and play guitar as part of Hillsong UNITED, and live in Sydney with my 

wife, Naomi, and our little boy, Elliott. 



About the Filmmakers 

MICHAEL JOHN WARREN (Director) HILLSONG-LET HOPE RISE is a natural 

progression for me as a director because my foundation is built on my early life in music and my 

extensive experience as an editor. I consider musicality and editorial storytelling among my most 

valuable skills. 

The scope of my work has expanded since the success of my directorial debut, Jay-Z’s 

FADE TO BLACK. Today, I specialize in unique scripted material like FRIDAY NIGHT 

TYKES and HEAVY: THE STORY OF METAL, large-scale event films like RENT: FILMED 

LIVE ON BROADWAY, and stylized documentaries like NICKI MINAJ: MY TIME NOW. 

I've directed all over the world including Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, much of Europe 

and all across America. I truly enjoy the complexities of global production. More importantly I 

love collaborating with my fantastic crew, producing partners, various casts, and documentary 

subjects. 

 

JONATHAN BOCK (Producer) In a lot of ways Hillsong UNITED is like every band 

you’ve ever known in your entire life: They sleep late, they’re super disorganized, they've never 

ironed their clothes, ever. But in a lot of ways they're not like any band you've seen before. 

Because they're just guileless, good guys; they're not in it for the money, or the bling or their 

own power or control. It's really just about the message of their music and passing that along to 

people all over the world. 

That’s what we really tried to capture in the movie. How humble the band is and how 

moving their music is. There are so many people around the world who know these songs from 

church that they may actually start singing in theaters. This could create an entirely new 

classification of film: the theatrical worship experience.  

That’s exciting for me as a filmmaker, because I had the good fortune to help create a  

new marketing movement in 1998 when, while working in the publicity department at Warner 

Bros., I suggested to my bosses that they should promote a couple of their films with faith 

themes to churchgoers. 

  They agreed, turned me loose to do it and today, Grace Hill Media has worked on 

hundreds of films and TV shows like UNBROKEN, THE BLIND SIDE, THE BIBLE 



MINISERIES, LES MISERABLES, NOAH, THE HOBBIT, GRAVITY, MAN OF STEEL and 

THE LORD OF THE RINGS. 

 

MATT WEAVER (Producer) The first time I saw the band, at a show at the Hollywood 

Bowl, I went with a little trepidation. It was a brand new world for someone like me who, 

frankly, had not been to church in a long time. I consider myself a spiritual person, but I was a 

little nervous going. But I totally intrigued by these people and really, really moved.  

I remember later, after we decided to make the movie, I was at the Hillsong Conference 

at Madison Square Garden and turning around and it was just a sea of really young, positive, 

beautiful inside and out people. These guys are reaching people who probably grew up in their 

parents' churches, and that wasn't appealing to them. So whatever their secret sauce is, they're 

getting millions of young people to come because they're delivering the message in a different 

way. 

It’s always been my goal as a producer, too, to deliver unexpected entertainment in new 

ways. My movie, television and stage production company MediaWeaver Entertainment is the 

first and only company to enter into an exclusive first-look deal with Relativity Media. 

I was lead producer of the hit Broadway musical “Rock of Ages,” which was nominated 

for five Tony Awards® including Best Musical. Now in its fifth year, “Rock of Ages” is among 

the 35 longest-running productions in Broadway history. I oversaw the show’s global expansion, 

which included productions in Las Vegas, London, Australia, Toronto, Japan, Philippines, and 

South Korea as well as a national U.S. tour; and I produced the film adaptation, starring Tom 

Cruise and Alec Baldwin, for Warner Bros. 

In all, I’ve produced more than 20 films, including the features THE HEARTBREAK 

KID, starring Ben Stiller; MY BABY’S DADDY, starring Eddie Griffin and Anthony Anderson; 

HESHER, starring Natalie Portman and Joseph Gordon-Levitt; SYMPATHY FOR DELICIOUS, 

starring Mark Ruffalo and Laura Linney; and BARRY MUNDAY, starring Patrick Wilson and 

Judy Greer. I also co-produced New Line’s 2013 comedy We’re the Millers, starring Jennifer 

Aniston and Jason Sudeikis. 

 I executive produced the documentary Jiro Dreams of Sushi,which grossed over $3 

million theatrically, and “Being: Mariano,” a Fox television special about Yankee pitching great 



Mariano Rivera. I’m also currently in pre-production on the Lionsgate movie musical Time After 

Time. 

I began my entertainment industry career working for Jeffrey Katzenberg at Walt Disney 

Studios while still in high school. 

 

BEN FIELD (Producer) As the head of Film and Television for Hillsong Church. I’m 

passionate about everything that connects and effectively communicates to audiences around the 

globe. From cinema and television – including our weekly TV show that airs in 180 countries 

and is seen by more than 10 million people -- to the amazing digital age we live in, I am blessed 

to lead an incredible team that carries the vision of the Church to reach and influence the world. 

I’ve been a part of Hillsong for more than 15 years and along with my wife, Kate, and 

four children, love being a part of building the Church and spreading the music of Hillsong and 

the Word of God. 

 

PHIL COOKE (Executive Producer) I’ve produced media programming in nearly 50 

countries around the world.  In the process, I’ve been shot at, survived two military coups, fallen 

out of a helicopter, and in Africa, been threatened with prison. And during that time – through 

my company Cooke Pictures in Burbank, Calif., I’ve helped some of the largest nonprofit 

organizations and leaders in the world use the media to tell their story in a changing, disrupted 

culture. 

Former CNN journalist Paula Zahn said something probably a little too nice about me – 

that I’m rare because I’m a a working producer in Hollywood with a Ph.D. in Theology. I’ve 

been on NBC, MSNBC, CNBC, CNN, Fox News, and my work has been work has been profiled 

in The New York Times, the Los Angeles Times and The Wall Street Journal. 

I’ve lectured at universities like Yale, UC- Berkeley, UCLA, and am an adjunct professor 

at the King’s University in Los Angeles.  In addition to noodling with my blog at philcooke.com, 

I also blog for The Huffington Post, and am a contributor to Fast Company, Forbes.com,  and 

FoxNews.com. 

I’ve also been a long-time member of the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences. 


