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Show Outline 
 
Teaser: 
The Church Media Podcast, Episode #42 “Surviving in Ministry with Chonda Pierce". Let’s Do it. 	
	
SEGMENT 1:   	
Welcome to Episode #42 of The Church Media Podcast. I’m Carl Barnhill. Thank you so much for 
listening this week. This is the definitive podcast for helping you create dynamic experiences and build 
solid media production teams at your church.	
	
In this episode we going to deal with the fact that ministry is hard. Its hard dealing with people. Its hard 
because of spiritual warfare. And it can be hard because of personal loss. So how do we survive in 
ministry through the highs and lows. Its the easy Christian answer to say, “Jesus”, but what does that 
look like in practical way? If you’re a believer, you’re going to struggle. You’re going to have times of 
doubt.  You’re going to have times of “how do I get through this?” “how do I lead through this?” “how 
do I keep going in ministry while this is happening to me?"	
	
Now, let me turn personal,	
What happens when you get beat down? When you get the wind knocked out of you.	
Your marriage may be falling apart and you can’t tell anybody, because everybody that you know is 
involved with the church.  
	
Your child has been diagnosed with an illness and you have no idea how you’re going to pay the medical 
bills on a church salary.	Maybe you are suffering with the loss of a loved one and just going through an 
incredibly rough season in your life. And its hard to talk about it or share it with anyone because of what 
your staff leaders may think. Who is pastoring the pastors?	
 
How do you survive while you’re serving in ministry?	
 
Accomplished comedian Chonda Pierce is the highest grossing female comedian of all-time. She has 
been in ministry for over two decades. She is a stand-up comedian, television hostess and author. She 
is the subject of the recent documentary entitled “Laughing in the Dark”. Now, the original plan in 
making the documentary was to chronicle Chonda’s rise and popularity in the comedy world and to 
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showcase her talent as the industry’s leading female comedian. But the project quickly took a radical 
turn when Chonda’s mother became ill and she began to go through an intense personal season with 
the loss of her mom, dealing with an estranged daughter, and the death of her husband - all in a span of 
3 years. The film is a behind the scenes journal of her story of making it through in the face of heart-
wrenching loss and depression. She has lived out what it means to survive in ministry.  
 
The documentary is now available on DVD and you can go to chondamovie.com to pick up today.	
 
I spoke with Chonda the day the movie released on DVD a couple of months ago, about the making of 
film and about surviving in ministry in the face of devastating depression and personal struggle.	
Here is my exclusive interview with Chonda. I’ll be back in just a bit to wrap things up. Check this out. 
 
Exclusive Interview with Chonda Pierce: 
http://twelvethirtymedia.com/volunteer-culture/laughing-in-the-dark-with-chonda-pierce/	
	
	
	
COMMERCIAL:	
“Laughing in the Dark” Documentary on DVD.	
 “Laughing in the Dark” now available on DVD at chondamovie.com	
	
BRANCHES COUNSELING CENTER:	
branchescounselingcenter.com 
	
 
CLOSING SEGMENT:	
You can get behind the scenes clips of the documentary and free resources for your team on the show 
notes page for this episode. Just go to twelvethirtymedia.com/podcast, and click on episode number 42. 
Lots of free stuff there for you.	
	
Let me wrap things up today by telling you this. There is no easy answer or quick fix to going through a 
painful season in your life. As a leader, where you can, show those under your care that you don’t have 
to be on the mountain top all the time. That we all go through personal struggles and battles. How you 
depend on Jesus in those times show the true character and strength in your relationship with Him. 
Going through seasons like what Chonda experienced and is still experiencing… sucks. Big time. It’s not 
a bed of roses. It really sucks. But there is hope. I want to encourage you if you are a leader and you are 
going through a tough season, find someone you can talk to - it may be a pastor at another church. It 
may be an old friend or mentor. Don’t be so prideful to not seek help. If you need someone to share your 
story with, you’re welcome to e-mail me at carl@twelvethirtymedia.com - I’m not a counselor, I’m not an 
ordained pastor - but I have been in ministry for over 15 years. Its hard. And sometimes you just need to 
share and ask advice from someone who is detached from your church and your situation. I love you 
guys and I do think too many times we don’t minister to ministers. And I want to do that when I can.	
Well that’s it for us this week.  I want to thank my guests today - comedian Chonda Pierce.	
Support her and buy the DVD of her documentary “Laughing in the Dark”. It’s a great resource for your 
volunteers and will really help them.	
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You can pick up several copies for your team at chondamovie.com. chondamovie.com	
Next week on the show, another well-known lady will be joining me - the legendary Sandi Patty. Sandi is 
the most awarded singer in Christian music history. No other Christian vocalist has won more Dove 
Awards, Grammy’s and other accolades as Ms. Sandi Patty. We’ll be talking about the lessons she has 
learned from creating her own concert experiences, working with the Women of Faith Movement and 
more from her 40 plus years in ministry. There is a lot we can learn on how to execute quality worship 
services and produce great events for our church. That’s next week on the show. You don’t want to 
miss that. 
	
As always, I want to thank my producer David Michael Hyde. David is a Contemporary composer and 
music producer for film and digital media. The man himself can be found online at 
davidmichaelhyde.com.	
 
Thanks for listening to the podcast. I’m honored to hang out with you each week. 	
I welcome your ideas and topics for future episodes of the podcast - feel free to e-mail me directly at 
carl@twelvethirtymedia.com.	
	
Go out there guys and create some incredible experiences this Sunday.	
I’ll catch you next week. 


