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Teaser: 
The Church Media Podcast, Episode #28: Plex: The Best Kept a Secret for Your Digital Media Library 
with Scott Hancock. Let's do it. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
Welcome to Episode #28 of The Church Media Podcast. I’m Carl Barnhill. 
 
This is the definitive podcast for helping you create dynamic experiences and build solid media 
production teams at your church. 
 
In this episode I'm going to share a tool with you that will change the game for you when it comes to 
organizing and accessing your digital media files. 
 
Remember you can find tons of free content from this episode including show notes, a transcript and 
more are all on our website at twelvethirtymedia.com/podcast.  
 
SEGMENT #1: 
Alright guys, this episode I’m focusing on telling you all about the Plex Media Server. This is a tool that I 
use to organize and access my entire digital media library. Movies, TV Shows, home videos, photos, 
content that I produce for churches and ministries - everything - any digital media is stored and 
accessed through my Plex Media Server.  
 
It, in my opinion is the best kept secret when it comes to organizing your Digital Media Library. 
 
The Plex is a tool that organizes your digital media and allows you to access that media from any device, 
anywhere. 
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I recently had the opportunity to chat with Scott Hancock, the Vice President of Marketing at Plex. Here 
is my full interview with him. I'll be back to wrap things up later in the show. Check this out: 
 
 
INTERVIEW WITH SCOTT HANCOCK: 
Hey guys, I want to welcome by phone Scott Hancock, Vice President of Marketing at Plex. Scott, 
thanks so much for joining me on the show, it's an honor to have you on. 
 
1. For those people who may not be familiar with what the Plex Media Server, give us a quick snapshot 
into what it is and some of the unique features it provides. 
 
2. I am a customer of yours. I have a massive movie collection where I've digitized every movie and TV 
show I have and I access my entire library using Plex. From movies, to shows, to music and photos, I 
can access all of my media via my tv, phone, iPad or any device. It really is like having my own personal 
Netflix server. Tell me how Plex started. Who came up with the idea and how has the grown in recent 
years? 
 
3. One really intuitive feature that I like is - once Plex sees my movie or show, it now goes and finds 
additional content like trailers, behind the scenes clips and more and packages it with my content. Tell 
me how that works. 
 
4. You guys have partnered with companies like Google using Chromecast, VIZIO, and others to provide 
some really unique features. Tell me about those. 
 
5. Tell me about shared content. Plex has the cability to share media libraries with friends. Tell me about 
that. 
 
6. Let's talk about Channels. Plex has channels of all the major networks and cable channels with 
commercial free viewing of their latest programming. Tell me about that feature. 
 
How can you guys compete with services like Hulu or Amazon and air content commercial free through 
Plex where you have to pay for these other services? 
 
7. What’s next for Plex. What are some new features that you guys are working on that may not be out 
yet? 
 
8. Most of the features we've talked about are free and some come with a Plex Pass subscription. Give 
our audience your pricing and subscription information. 
 
Scott, thanks so much for your time man. Really appreciate your insights into the world of Plex and we 
wish you guys the best on your product and company man. 
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SEGMENT #2: 
Alright guys, I want to tell you how I use Plex and some ideas for using the service in Church Media and 
just for fun. 
 
For Church Media, here are some thoughts: 
 
1. You could use the server to store and organize all your B-Roll that you shoot. From your pastors’ 
sermons, worship services, b-roll for your produced projects. It’s a great way to organize and see what 
you have so you know where to find it on your drives. 
 
2. You can store all your photos on the server. So if you have a photographer that goes around your 
church snapping great photos for you, you can store and organize all your photos where they are easily 
accessed and viewed by anybody, anywhere. So if you have someone that needed to view photos or 
content, they don’t have to be at your desk or you don’t have to transfer files around. They can easily 
pull up their Plex server or app and view that content. 
 
3. Store and access your pre-service music. Plex can easily store your music and anyone can access it 
to create playlists and view all the metadata associated with your music. 
 
4. You can easily play your media content on any device and even cast it to TVs and other screens using 
Google Chromecast. All your media can be stored in one central location and anyone can access from 
wherever they are. No need to move drives or files around. You can stream content to your screens with 
ease. 
 
 
Here are some ways to use Plex for fun: 
 
Confession time - I have an embarrassingly large movie collection. It took me quite a bit of time to do 
this,   but using the software Handbrake, I ripped every movie and TV show I own on DVD and BluRay to 
my computer and stored it on an external hard drive as a digital file and named each in the way that Plex 
reads it. I downloaded the Plex Media Server for free from plex.tv. 
 
Then I organized my movies and shows and can access them literally from anywhere in the world. As 
long as my computer is on, PLEX pulls the file   from my external hard drive and streams it to any device. I 
even use the PLEX app on my iPhone with Google Chromecast and cast anything in my library   to my TV 
or any TV  that has a Chromecast. Let me give you an example - if I’m visiting my family for the Holidays 
and we want to watch a movie that I have at home. That’s easy, we use the $35 Chromecast on the 
back of their TV, and I pull up the movie on my Plex app, and cast it to their TV. I’m hundreds of miles 
away and it beautifully streams to their TV. It’s my own personal Netflix. 
 
Vizio and other SmartTVs also have built-in PLEX apps. In this scenario, you wouldn’t need Chromecast, 
you can just access your digital library right from your TV.  
 
This is a really great tool that is consistently getting more and more useful. 
 
Plex.tv is the website to go to to get started. Seriously, check it out today. 
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CLOSING SEGMENT: 
I want to thank you for joining us this week on The Church Media Podcast.  
We want to learn from each other how to create experiences at our churches where people meet Jesus 
and take their next step with Him. 
 
If you want all my notes and ideas for using the Plex Media Server in a handy PDF, you can download 
that for free and get all the show notes and more at twelvethirtymedia.com/podcast, click on Episode 
number 28 and you’ll get tons of free content. twelvethirtymedia.com/podcast. 
Also, you can find out more about how I use Plex and hear an encore of my interview with Scott 
Hancock on the blog at twelvethirtymedia.com/plex  P L E X 
 
I want to thank The Legend for producing this episode of the podcast. David Michael Hyde. David is 
a Contemporary composer and music producer for film and digital media. David composes scores for 
short films and features- he is amazing. If you have a project that needs a score - this is the guy to get. 
You can find him at davidmichaelhyde.com. 
 
Thanks again for joining me this week. 
Go out there guys and create some incredible experiences this Sunday. 
I’ll catch you next week. 
 


