


So you want to start a blog? Excellent! You've come to the right place. Starting a blog can seem daunting, but it is 

actually quite easy and anyone with basic computer knowledge can set one up. Yes, this includes you!

By following this guide you can expect to have a blog up and running in under an hour. This includes buying a 

domain, ordering hosting and installing WordPress. No idea what these mean? No problem: it will all make 

sense soon. All of this is relatively  simple and this guide includes pictures to help you through the process. Let’s 

get started!
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Starting a blog changed my life.
WHEN I PUBLISHED MY FIRST  BLOG POST  on September 6, 2006, I had no idea I was beginning a 

journey that would prove to be so immensely fun, deeply fulfilling and financially profitable.

I truly  believe that anyone can benefit from blogging the way I have, so I’ve written this guide to help others 

(that’s you!) get started. I’m certain that once you set up your blog and feel the excitement of publishing your 

first post you’ll be hooked, just like I was.

This is a free guide so I encourage you to share it with friends via email, Facebook, Twitter, or any  way  you 

please.

If at any point in this guide you get stuck you are welcome to email me at peter@thebloggingblog.net. 

One final note before we get started: many of the links in this guide are affiliate links that will earn me a 

commission if you purchase through them. If you do make a purchase, I appreciate it greatly! If you have any 

questions about the products and services please let me know.

Peter Clemens 

The Blogging Blog
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1Before You Set Up Your Blog
HERE ARE SOME IMPORTANT  THINGS TO CONSIDER before you set up your blog. If you spend 

some time now to determine exactly  what you want from blogging, what you will write about and what you 

will name your blog, you will lay a strong foundation for future success. 

Understand What Blogging Is
In simple terms, a blog is a website where you publish content (words, photos, videos, etc) on an ongoing 

basis. The entries (also  called posts) typically  appear in reverse chronological order so visitors can easily  read 

what’s new. Blogs usually include interactive features such as the ability  to leave a comment and buttons to easily 

share the content with others via email or social media.

You may  have noticed I used the words “typically” and “usually” in the above paragraph – this is because your 

blog is really  whatever you want it to be. There are millions of blogs, in all shapes and sizes, and there are no real 

rules. That’s one the great things about blogging.

Decide on Your Goals and Objectives
Before you take the plunge and set up your first blog it’s important to consider your goals and objectives. Ask 

yourself these questions and make sure you have definitive answers before proceeding:

T
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‣ What is the topic of the blog? 

The very first thing you need to decide is what your blog is about. Make sure you choose a topic that you are 

passionate about and can see yourself writing about well into the future. Also, think about how you can 

solve a problem or address a need or desire.

‣ What do I hope to achieve with my blog?

Is it about having a hobby, is it about building your profile/ expertise, is it about earning an income, is it to 

support an existing business or is it for some other reason?

‣ What is my budget? 

This will influence what  blogging software you choose and, once the blog is set up, the type of theme you  select for 

your blog.

Choose Your Blogging Software
Blogs are created using blogging software. The software we’ll be using in this guide is called WordPress. It's by 

far the best and most popular blogging system. With WordPress you can build a professional-looking blog 

without any technical know-how. If you can browse the internet, you can use WordPress. 

There are two ways to start a blog using WordPress. The first is to visit WordPress.com and start a free blog. 

While this option is quick and easy, there are several negatives: your domain name will have to include 

“WordPress” (i.e. http://yourblogname.wordpress.com), you will not be able to  make money  through advertising 

on your blog (but readers may see ads) and more advanced features will cost money.
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The second option is a self-hosted blog using the blogging software from WordPress.org. The software is the 

same as WordPress.com, but you have complete control over the look and feel of your site. You can also install 

plugins to extend the functionality  of your site (believe me, this is a very  powerful and inexpensive way  to add 

functionality to your blog).

Which one should you choose? If you don’t want to spend any  money  at all, go with WordPress.com. Otherwise, I 

strongly recommend you create a self-hosted blog. It is not expensive (you can buy  a domain name for $10 and 

order hosting for $6.95  per month), and the benefits of having complete control over your site are huge. From 

here on this guide covers how to set up a blog using the software available from WordPress.org.

Choose a Domain Name
A domain name is the internet address of a website or blog (for example, TheBloggingBlog.net is the domain 

name of my site). It’s also commonly known as the URL. You'll need to choose a domain name.

Domain names are registered and sold by domain registrars. They  come with different extensions such 

as .com, .net, .org, .biz, and .info. When you buy a domain name, you buy  the right to use that address for a 

period of time (the standard is one year). So long as you renew it each year, no one else will be able to use the 

same domain name.

Finding a good domain name can actually  be a little tricky  as many of the best names have already  been taken. 

Even so, with a little effort and creativity you should be able to find one that fits your blog well.
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Types of Domain Names
There are three broad types of domain names, although some names fit into more than one of these categories:

‣ Your name or a variation. If reputation and name recognition in your field is important, such as with 

consultants, writers, or other professionals, consider using your name as your domain.

‣ Keyword rich domain names.  If you want to rank high in the search engines for your niche consider 

including keywords in your domain name.

‣ Memorable domain names. Google, Yahoo and Bing are all examples of names that are known by  just about 

everyone using the web. The names are memorable because of their uniqueness and the brand which they 

carry. 

Tips for Choosing a Domain Name
While you can change your domain name later, it is a hassle that you want to avoid at all costs (trust me, I know 

from experience). Here are some tips to help you select the perfect domain name the first time around:

‣ Use top level domains such as .com, .net and .org (preferably  .com). Try to register a domain with a .com 

suffix. It is the most common and the first that people type in when trying to find websites.  If the .com 

suffix is not available then .net and .org are also good. If you are starting a blog with a localized focus it is 

well worth considering a country  code (e.g. .ca for Canada) as it will help you get indexed in local search 

engines.

9

Starting a Blog – A Complete Guide to Setting Up Your First Blog



‣ Be creative. If you decide on a memorable domain name you may wish to: 

❖ Make up a word (e.g. Squidoo.com).

❖ Use a word or combination of words completely unrelated to your blog (e.g. BoingBoing.com).

❖ Add prefixes or suffixes or other letters to a real word (e.g. Friendster.com or Engadget.com). There is a 

nifty site called Wordoid which can help you create names like these.

❖ Add an article like “the” (e.g. TheSuperficial.com).

‣ Keep the domain as short as possible. Short domains are more memorable than longer ones, so  it is best to 

keep domains 7-8 characters or less. If your domain in made up of multiple words then keep it to  a 

maximum of three.

‣ Avoid trademarks and copyright infringement. Unless you are looking for a legal battle, don’t register 

trademarks as domains.

‣ Avoid hyphens and numbers. Hyphens and numbers in a domain are confusing and should be avoided if 

possible. Avoid using “4” for “four” or “2” for “to”. If you do register a domain with numbers, make sure to 

reserve both variations.
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2How to Set Up Your Blog
OW THAT  YOU HAVE A TOPIC for your blog and a domain name in mind, it’s time to  set up your 

blog. This can be daunting, especially if you have no prior technical knowledge. Don’t worry. With this 

guide you will soon have a blog up and running.

Buy a Domain Name
Once you have chosen a domain name, click this link to Namecheap.com and follow these steps:

1. Enter the domain name in the box positioned in the 

middle of the page. The next page will tell you 

whether or not it’s available. 

2. If it’s available then select the appropriate box 

beside the domain name and then click “Add to Cart”. If your domain name is taken, keep trying until you 

find an available one.

3. On the next page you will see a Shopping Cart confirming your order. If you are satisfied click “Checkout”.

4. Next you will need to create a new account. Fill out the appropriate information and select “Create 

Account”.

N
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5. On the next page you will need to enter your contact information. Once you have done this click “Save and 

Continue”. 

6. Next is the Domain Options page. I recommend you click the box “Enable WhoisGuard”. WhoisGuard is a 

privacy protection service that prevents people from seeing your personal details. Namecheap provides the 

service free for the first year.

Further down the page you will find a box 

titled “Nameserver Settings”. Here you should 

select “Use Custom Name Servers” and enter 

“ns1.bluehost.com” and “ns2.bluehost.com" 

as per the screenshot to the right.

Note: these name servers are only  applicable 

if you sign up for web hosting with Bluehost 

(see the next section). If you choose another 

web host the name servers will be different.

7. This is the last step. Check that everything is 

correct and, if it is, pay  for your domain name 

via credit card or PayPal.

Congratulations! You now own a domain name for your blog. Namecheap will send you a confirmation email. 

Make sure you keep this email for your records.
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Sign Up for Web Hosting 
Web hosting is the service that makes a website or blog available to be viewed by  others on the internet. There 

are thousands of web hosting services available.

I recommend Bluehost because they make hosting easy, and that’s important when you are just getting started.  

They  have good prices and excellent customer service – if you have problems you can either call toll-free or use 

live chat (an instant messaging system) to speak to a representative.

To sign up for web hosting, click this link to Bluehost and then follow these instructions:

1. Click the “Sign Up Now” box.
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2. In the box  “I Have a Domain Name” enter the domain name you purchased (e.g. TheBloggingBlog.net) and 

then click the “Next” button.

3. On the following page you will need to fill in the appropriate information in “Account Information”. Under 

“Package Information” the default is the 24-month plan. You may wish to change this to the 12-month plan. 

You also have the option of purchasing SiteLock Domain Security and Site Backup Pro (personally, I  don’t 

think these are necessary). 
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Please note: these prices may have changed since this guide was written.

4. Complete the “Billing Information” at the bottom of the page. Click the “Next” button. Congratulations! You 

have successfully paid for your plan. You will receive a confirmation email.

5. Now click on “Create Your Password”. On the password page, select a password that meets the criteria 

written in red. Once you have entered a password that meets the criteria, click the button that says “Change 

Password”.

6. On the next screen, you will have the opportunity  to login to your new account. Type in your domain name 

and password in the boxes provided and click on “Login”.
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7. You will now see a “Welcome New User” window. Well done! You’ve completed the Bluehost account setup 

process.

Install WordPress
Now that you have a domain name and have ordered web hosting, it’s time to install WordPress. With Bluehost 

this can be done in a few easy steps (this is one of the reasons I recommend them). 

1. Login to your Bluehost account.  On the cPanel page (note tabs at the top), scroll down to the “Software/ 

Services” heading and click on WordPress icon.

2. Click on the green button that says “Install”.  

3. On the next page titled “Installation Preferences”, click on “Click here to display” to view the advanced 

options. Set the preferences as indicated below:
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‣ Leave the box  next to your domain name blank in order to install WordPress in the root directory.  This is 

the default installation.  

‣ Change “My  Blog” (under “Please give your new site a name”) to the name you want for your blog. This can 

be changed later. 
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‣ Choose a username and password.  Remember to write them down! For security reasons, I suggest you 

choose a username other than the default “admin”.

‣ Check the box that says, “Automatically create a new database.”

‣ Click the check box  under “Legal Information”.  You may  want to  read the license agreement beforehand.  

Or, you can copy and paste the license agreement text into a new document and read it later if you prefer.

‣ Then click the “Complete” button.

‣ You will see an “Installing WordPress” page that will say “Installation Complete!” when it’s done.

After you have completed the steps above, 

navigate to  your new blog in your web browser 

and you will see something like the screenshot to 

the right. Congratulations!
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Optimize WordPress Settings
WordPress has a number of settings you can tweak in order to get the most from it. Here are some important 

tweaks you should make right away:

‣ Change Blog Title and Tagline. You can change 

the blog title and tag line (in the above 

screenshot these are “Your New Blog” and “Just 

another WordPress site”) by going to  Settings -> 

General and then changing the relevant fields.

‣ Set Up Your Time Zone, Date & Time Format. On the General Settings page you can also  setup the time 

zone for your country and change the date and time format to your preferred setting.

‣ Set Permalinks. On the left side menu, 

go to Settings -> Permalinks. From here 

you’ll be able to control how WordPress 

displays its URL. Instead of default 

setting I use a custom /%postname%/ 

structure that shows the blog URL plus 

title of the blog post. This is helps posts 

to rank more highly  in search engines’ 

results.
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3Start Blogging
OW THAT  YOU HAVE A WORKING BLOG it’s time to have some fun. In this section we’ll look at 

how to give your blog some personality  by  changing the theme and adding some content. We’ll also 

explore how to gain readers and how to make money from blogging.

Choose a Theme
Most blogs are judged – either consciously or unconsciously  – by  viewers within seconds of the page loading. 

This means it’s important to have a blog that looks good. One of the great things about WordPress is the tens of 

thousands of themes (a theme is simply  a predesigned layout) available and the ability  to easily  change the look 

of your blog by selecting a different theme.

Choosing a theme, however, is about more than the way  it looks. Functionality  and the ability  to control options 

from your WordPress dashboard can be just as important. Many  people choose a theme on looks alone and then 

become frustrated because it doesn’t work the way they want it to.

Generally speaking, there are three types of themes available: free, premium and custom-built.

‣ Free. There is a huge selection of free themes available for WordPress. Some free themes are better-

supported than others, so keep this in mind when choosing one. 

N
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‣ Premium. A premium theme will normally  have a lot of dashboard admin options to make customizations 

easy. It will cost around $30 – $100 and will typically  be well-coded with support of some kind so you can 

ask questions if you get stuck.

‣ Custom. A custom-built theme will guarantee a unique theme that does exactly  what you want, with 

minimal effort on your part. This could cost anywhere from a few hundred to a few thousand dollars, 

depending on the complexity of what you need.

The default theme for WordPress is currently  “Twenty  Eleven 1.2”. A good thing about this theme is that it is by 

the WordPress team so you can trust it will work. Also, you can make it yours with a custom menu, header image, 

and background. For these reasons you may like to keep this theme for the time being and skip to the next 

section (building content). 

If you do decide to change the theme – whether now or later - I recommend the following sites:

‣ Free Themes Directory  is maintained by  Wordpress.org. You can view the most popular themes or use the 

feature filter to find a theme based on specific features (e.g. colors, columns and/ or features).

‣ Smashing Magazine is known for its compilations of the best free WordPress themes. Check out Free 

WordPress Themes: 2011 Edition for some seriously inspiring themes.

‣ WooThemes is a provider of Premium WordPress themes. I use WooThemes for all my blogs because they 

look great, are easy  to use and have excellent support. If you would like some names of other Premium 

WordPress theme providers don’t hesitate to contact me.
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‣ Elance is an easy  way to find and hire online workers for a range of services (e.g. custom-designed logos or 

WordPress themes). 

‣ Charfish Design designed and packaged this guide. They  offer a whole range of web design services, so  if 

you are looking for a custom-built theme or need any other design work done they  are definitely  worth a 

look.

How to Install a New Theme
Once you have found a theme for your blog you will need to install it by following these steps:

1. Download and save the theme’s .zip file to your desktop. There is no need to extract its contents.

2. Go to your WordPress dashboard. On 

the left side menu go  to Appearance -> 

Themes and then click the “Install 

Themes” tab at the top of the page. 

Click “Upload” and then “Choose File”.
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3. Go to  your desktop (or wherever you 

saved the file), select the .zip file and 

then click “Open”. Next, click “Install 

Now”. Your theme will then install and 

you will see something like this:

4. The final step is to  select “Activate”. 

Congratulations! You now have a new 

theme for your blog.

Please note: the above process can be used for any  theme, however, if you found a free theme there is an even 

easier way  to install it. Instead of downloading the .zip file simply go straight to the “Install Themes” tab as 

described in the above process. Then, enter the name of the theme in the box and hit “Search”. Once you have 

found the theme you were searching for click “Install”. A  box  will pop up – confirm your choice by selecting 

“Install Now”. Your theme will then install and you can activate it as per above.
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Build Content
Write Your First Blog Post
Now it’s time to test out your blog by 

writing a blog post. In your WordPress 

dashboard go to Posts -> Add New 

and you will see what's to the right. 

If you are stuck for what to write, a 

good way to start is with a welcome 

post that outlines to readers who you 

are, why you are blogging and what 

you will be blogging about. At this stage don’t worry  about the post being perfect. This first post will not be your 

best – you are just taking the first steps of your blogging journey. Also, you can always come back later and edit/ 

delete the post if you choose.

Once you have written your blog post and chosen a title, hit the “Publish” button. Congratulations! You have just 

published your first blog post. You can click “View post” to see the post on your blog. 
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Write Your About Page
One of the most important pages on your blog will be your About Page. Readers will want to know what your blog 

has to offer them, and your About Page should have the answer. 

In your WordPress dashboard go to  Pages -> Add New and write an About Page. Just like the welcome post (if 

you chose to write one), your About Page should outline to readers the benefits of reading your blog and include 

a bio that tells them who you are and what qualifies you to write on the topics you cover. 

Before you go in search of readers (see next section), you will want to  make sure you have some content on your 

blog.

As a new blogger, now is the perfect time to explore different types of blog posts. For example, your post could be 

a rant, a review, a list, an interview... and so on. It could be short (less than 600 words), long (more than 2,000 

words) or somewhere in between. It could be written, audio or video. As I said in the first chapter, your blog is 

whatever you want it to be, so have fun exploring all the possibilities of blogging.

As you become more comfortable with blogging you will want to  pay greater attention to the quality  of the 

content you are publishing. At the core of every  successful blog is great content. The definition of “great content” 

will vary  from person to person, but a few words that come to mind are: unique, useful, interesting, and well-

written. I  recommend reading The Blogger’s Guide to Effective Writing by  Ali Luke of Aliventures. Another 

excellent resource is How to Write Great Blog Content by Darren Rowse of ProBlogger. 
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Gain Readership
When starting your first blog one of the most challenging things is finding readers. “If you build it, they  will 

come” doesn’t hold true when it comes to blogging. Be prepared to promote your work.

Ways to Gain Readers
Here are some of the most effective ways to gain readers:

‣ Write guest posts. Writing a guest post is one of the best ways to promote your work. This involves 

getting in touch with a blogger who shares your niche and offering them a blog post you have written. You 

will gain links, build new connections, attract new readers and grow your online reputation.

‣ Comment on other blogs. This is a great way to be noticed by  blog owners and the people who read their 

comments. When leaving a comment make sure you refrain from self-promotion. If your comments are 

relevant and useful, people will notice you and visit your blog. 

‣ Join a forum. Find a forum on your topic and slowly  become a contributing member. You can point 

people towards your blog with forum posts (again, make sure you are being relevant and useful). Also, you 

can include a link to your blog in your forum signature.

‣ Learn SEO. Search engine optimization (SEO) is the process of improving the visibility  of a blog or website 

in the search results of search engines (e.g. Google). I recommend reading WordPress SEO: The Only  Guide 

You Need by Glen Allsopp of ViperChill.
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‣ Make it easy to share your content. If you publish great content on your blog people will want to share 

it with their network. Make it easy  for them to  do this by  having social media buttons on your blog posts 

(see “Get Social” in the last chapter of this guide).

‣ Link to other blogs. Promote other blogs by  linking to them in your blog posts or sharing their articles 

with your online network. This is another great way to get noticed by  fellow bloggers and to start building 

new connections.

Convert Readers to Subscribers
The above methods are effective for bringing new readers to your blog, but they  don’t guarantee these readers 

will become subscribers. So how do you convert readers into subscribers? Publishing great content is the best 

way to encourage people to subscribe, but here are some further things you can do:

‣ Make it easy to  subscribe via RSS. Really  Simple Syndication (RSS) feeds allow readers to subscribe to 

regular updates automatically  via a web portal, news reader or email. Set up an account with FeedBurner 

(see “Build Your Blogging Toolbox” in the final chapter) and display RSS buttons on your blog so  that 

people can easily subscribe.

‣ Link to your social media profiles. Sign up for accounts with the main social networks (see “Get Social” in 

the final chapter) and link to your profiles on your blog so that people can easily follow you online.

‣ Build an email list. An email list is one of the best ways to interact with your readers and bring them back to 

your blog. Don’t wait to start your email list! The sooner you do this, the sooner your blog will grow. I 
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personally use and recommend Aweber (again, see the final chapter for more details). You can encourage 

people to sign up for your list by offering a free e-book or course.

For more strategies to grow your readership I recommend the blog Think Traffic by Corbett Barr.

Make Money from Blogging
Can you make money blogging? Yes, absolutely. More and more people are finding that blogging is a profitable 

medium. Some bloggers have even got to the point where they  make a full-time income from blogging. For 

others, it’s a great way  to help pay  the bills each month. Having said this, earning a decent income from blogging 

takes a lot of hard work and determination.

So how can you make money from blogging? Here are some popular choices:

‣ Advertisements. There are a number of ways to make money  from selling ads. Pay per click (PPC) is a 

common choice which involves an advertising network (e.g. Google Adsense) showing ads on your blog and 

you being paid whenever a visitor clicks on an ad. 

‣ Affiliate marketing. This involves you (the affiliate) referring people to a product or service in exchange 

for a commission from the merchant. You can send people to the merchant using several tools, including 

banners, text links, and products reviews. 

‣ Selling your own products. Creating a product (e.g. an e-book or course) is a great way to establish 

credibility and expertise in your niche while also earning an income.
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‣ Consulting. If you’re already  a consultant a blog is a great way  to  help potential clients find you. 

Otherwise, blogging has the ability to establish you as an expert on a niche topic.

An important note: new bloggers often get excited about the idea of making money from blogging and then 

plaster ads all over their blog. This is a big mistake. These ads will earn you little more than a few dollars, but will 

likely end up costing you far more by  turning off readers. Wait until you have been blogging for a few months and 

have some readers before you consider putting ads on your blog. And if you do put ads on your blog, make sure it 

is in way that is tasteful and relevant. 

If you would like to  learn more about this topic I recommend the resource page on my blog, Make Money  from 

Blogging. You may  also  be interested in the Blog Income Reports I publish each month which show the ways I 

make money from blogging. 
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4Extras
F YOU HAVE MADE IT  THIS FAR you should (hopefully) have a working blog.  In this section, we go 

beyond starting a blog and look at WordPress plugins, social media networking and, lastly, some resources 

for your blogging toolbox.

Install Essential Plugins
A WordPress plugin is a program that extends WordPress to do almost anything you can imagine. The following 

are some of my favorites:

‣ Akismet. This plugin protects your blog from comment and trackback spam. It comes pre-installed with 

WordPress, but you’ll need a WordPress.com API in order to enable it (you can get this by  following the 

instructions on the plugin page).

‣ All in One SEO Pack. This plugin allows you to edit the title, description and keywords for your website, 

as well as each of your individual blog posts, among other things.

‣ Google XML Sitemaps. This plugin helps search engines such as Google easily  crawl through your site 

and quickly  index  your content. At this stage don’t worry  too much about the settings – just make sure you 

activate it.

I
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‣ Sharebar. This plugin creates a bar with social media buttons that stay on the screen as a reader scrolls 

down the page. It can be customized to include any number of buttons you wish. 

‣ Social Media Widget. This plugin adds links to your social media profiles.

You can easily install plugins directly from your WordPress dashboard by following these instructions:

1. Go to Plugins -> Add New. Search for the Plugin you want e.g. All in One SEO Pack:

2. WordPress will display  a list of Plugins matching the search term. Find the plugin you’re looking for and 

click the “Install Now” link. 
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3. The plugin will automatically  install. Click “Activate Plugin” to turn it on. Repeat the above steps for any 

other plugins you want to install.

Get Social
The vast number of social networking sites can be intimidating, even for people who are already  familiar with 

social media. When starting out my  suggestion is to keep things simple by  focusing on the two biggest networks: 

Facebook and Twitter. 

Facebook
With more than 750 million active users, Facebook is the world’s largest social network. There is a good chance 

you already have a personal profile which you use to interact with friends and family. You can use this profile to 

connect with your readers if you want, but most bloggers prefer to keep things separate by  creating a Facebook 

Page for their blog. 

Create a Facebook Page.

Once you have a Facebook Page, readers can “Like” the page and, in doing so, start to receive your Facebook 

posts in their News Feed. I recommend you make it easy  for readers to do this by  adding a Facebook Like Box to 

your blog. 

Create a Facebook Like Box. 
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You can also add a Like Button to individual blog posts so that readers can share your posts with their friends. 

The easiest way to do this is with the Sharebar plugin (see the previous section).

For a comprehensive guide to Facebook, including help with the above, I recommend The Blogger’s Guide to 

Facebook by Pat Flynn of Smart Passive Income.

Twitter
Twitter is a website which allows its users to send and read messages called tweets. Tweets are text-based posts 

of up to 140 characters displayed on the user's profile page.

You can create a Twitter account under your personal name and / or blog name. Personally, I prefer to  use my 

own name on Twitter, but I still made sure I secured an account for The Blogging Blog. 

Sign up for Twitter.

Other Social Networks
While Facebook and Twitter are the big two social networks, you will also want to join YouTube if you will be 

producing videos and it is a good idea to  be on LinkedIn if you are a professional. Also, at the time of writing this 

guide, Google+ was only recently  launched. Keep an eye on this network as there are many signs indicating it will 

be as big and important as Facebook and Twitter.
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Build Your Blogging Toolbox
There are many blogging tools available that can make your life as a blogger much easier. Here are some that I 

use and recommend:

Google Analytics
This free service offered by Google can provide you with detailed statistics about visitors to your blog.

Sign up for Google Analytics

FeedBurner
RSS feeds are a way  for websites and blogs to distribute their content beyond visitors using browsers. Feeds 

allow readers to subscribe to regular updates automatically via a web portal, news reader or email. FeedBurner is 

a free service that is loaded with options that you do not get with the default WordPress feed. 

Click here to set up FeedBurner.

Photoscape
This free and easy  photo editing software enables you to fix  and enhance photos. For example, you may  wish to 

resize or crop a photo before using it on your blog.

Find out more about Photoscape.
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Flickr
Flickr, the most popular image hosting site on the internet, is my favorite place to find photos to use in blog 

posts. Flickr photos either fall under a traditional copyright or a Creative Commons license. Make sure you don’t 

use copyrighted photos (or “All rights reserved”). I recommend reading the following guide published on a blog 

called Skelliewag:

A Complete Guide to Finding and Using Incredible Flickr Images.

Aweber
A mailing list is the best way  to keep in touch with leads, fans, readers, prospects and customers. Aweber is the 

internet’s most powerful email opt-in service and email marketing/broadcasting tool. It’s also easy  to  use and 

only $1 to try.

Sign up for Aweber.
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Final Words from Peter
Well, there you have it. I hope that you have been able to follow this guide and successfully create your first blog. 

If you need assistance you are welcome to email me at peter@thebloggingblog.net. Even if you don’t need help I 

would love to hear from you and see the blog you have created.

If you have found this guide useful and want to continue to learn more about blogging I  encourage you to visit 

my blog, The Blogging Blog, which I update regularly with new material. 

All the best,

Peter Clemens

The Blogging Blog
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