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Prehistoric Art 

 



In your 

notes… 

• Sketch this artwork. 

• Make a list of things 

you can tell about 

the people who made 

it based on what you 

see. 

Photo Credit: Don Hitchcock 

 



Paleolithic means “Old Stone” 

First modern humans = 
195,000 years ago in Africa 

50,000 BCE significant 
increase in the diversity  of 

artifacts  First art! 

hunter-gatherer lifestyle, 
stone tools 

Upper Paleolithic Art 

40,000 – 10,000 B.C.E. 

 



In your notes… 

Imagine life as a caveman.  Why would a   

caveman need art?  What would the function of art  

be for a caveman?  Make a list of 3 possible functions  

of art from a caveman’s perspective. 

Still imagining you are a caveman, how would you  

create art?  What would you make? What would you  

make it from?  What would your limitations be?   

Make a list of at least 3 considerations.  
 



Name: _________________________________ 

Prehistoric Art Quiz Review 

Determine is the statement is true or false, and circle your answer accordingly. 

T F Paleolithic venus figurines were about 1 foot in length. 

T F Paleolithic men were hunter-gatherers. 

T F Humans were the main subject matter of the cave paintings. 

T F Paleolithic art was created to be used in rituals and ceremonies. 

T F Neolithic people were primarily hunter-gatherers. 

T F Pottery was invented in the Neolithic period. 
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Name: _________________________________ 
 

Prehistoric Art 
Student Notes 

Sketch the Venus of Willendorf in the first box. Then, Make a list of things you can tell about the  
                                          people who made it based on what you see. 
 

Imagine life as a caveman.  Why would a  caveman need art?  What would the function of art  be for a  

caveman?  Make a list of 3 possible functions of art from a caveman’s perspective. 

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

Still imagining, how would you  create art as a caveman?  What would you make? What  would you make  

it from?  What would your limitations be?  Make a list of at least 3 considerations.  

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

Upper Paleolithic Art Summary  


