
Deterioration and Response
A Model for Collections Decision-Making

Nature and Needs
of The Object

function, condition, materials, originality

Nature and Needs
of The User

what will be the environment
in which the object will exist?

Technical
Limitations

materials and skills

Perfect/Desired
Outcome

Overcoming entropy?
Silk purse out of a sow’s ear?

Resource
Management
time, money, space, tools

Ethical
Constraints

preserving historical materials,
documentation, retreatability

Balancing
competing

forces

Copyright 2005
Donald C. Williams


