
GCSSA Board of Directors’ Meeting – September 18, 2019 

Players Pizza – Penn Valley 

Board Members present – Lisa Duggins, Robert Coleman, Bill Fingerson, Gary Wuestenberg, Jim 

Vinella, Jon Cosbie, Ray Patton    Board Members absent – none 

League Members present – Blake Andrews, Bob Guilbault, Chuck Davidson, Bob Swarthout, Eric 

Dahlgren, Larry Clark, Don Heyfron, Ed Kirkley, Mike Franks, Scott Della Maggiora, George 

Brindley, Bob Olsen, Steve Schliff. 

Non-League Member present – Danetta Coleman 

The meeting was called to order at 6:33 p.m. by President Lisa Duggins. 

Minutes of last meeting – There was no request to have the minutes of the last meeting read. 

Treasurer’s Report – Gary reported the September beginning balance was $29,032.13. 
Deposits during September to date are $212.00, $112 for the sale of 2 dozen balls and $100 for 

Ron Sasaki’s registration.  Total expenses for September to date are $3,820.41, $3,235 for 

umpires and scorekeepers, $114.18 for Field 1 netting, $163.00 for All Star Game food, $288.91 

for League General Meeting pizza, $19.32 for chalk.  The balance as of September 18 is         

$25, 423.72.  Outstanding Expenses as of September 18 are $2,044.53.  These include 

umpire and scorekeeper costs, League and EOS Tournament Championship cash awards, Bobby 

Hannah Award plaque and reimbursement for chalk. 

2020 Election – Blake Andrews, Eric Dahlgren, Chuck Davidson, Ken Johnston and Dan Wray 

have all offered to run for the Board.  Gary read the Bylaw Sections regarding general Board 

duties and qualifications to enter the election.  Steve asked when the election would occur.  

Lisa told him the election would occur in October.   

Cost of Shirts – Gary reported the cost of shirts is now about $15.  Last year we only charged 

$12 for extra shirts.  Gary moved we charge $15 for a second shirt ordered by players.  Bill 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed by a 6 to 1 vote, with one Board Member dissenting, 

saying he didn’t think the additional $3 charge was necessary. 

Designated Players for the 2020 Season – Ray said he thought it gave an unfair advantage to 

managers who picked a designee before all the managers were even selected.  Gary said some 

managers had selected a designee for 2020 before the 2019 season was even over.  Lisa 

pointed out that in the past some potential managers refused to manage if they couldn’t have a 

designated player.  Scott Della Maggiora said it was very helpful to a new manager for be able 

to have a designee who knew all the players to help them with the draft.  Many pros and cons 

were discussed.  Jeff Rice’s stats and ranking sheets were generally considered very helpful, but 

as it was pointed out did not consider defensive skills as we do not record any defensive 

statistics.  Bill pointed out that Rice’s spread sheet was better than nothing and gave new 



managers additional information.  Larry Clark also pointed out there is a problem with a high-

ranking manager selecting a high-ranking designated player.  There seemed to be general 

consensus to continue with allowing designated players, but maybe include a ranking 

committee to help determine the ranking of the managers and their designees.  It was agreed 

to table the final solution to allow the new Board to tweak the draft process.   

Umpires and Scorekeepers – The members at the meeting expressed high praise for the job 

Tamara and Heidi did this year.  It was suggested that the members survey include the 

opportunity to rate the umpires individually and provide comments to help them be able to 

improve.  Whether we use League members to umpire games next year could be on the survey.  

The 2020 Board will make the final decisions.   

Code of Conduct – It was suggested the League’s Code of Conduct be included on the 

Registration Sheet.  It was stated that could help keep the competitiveness and sportsmanship 

in a better balance if everyone was reminded what this league is all about. 

Survey Questions – 1. It has been suggested that GCSSA start an additional 65+ League and 

members have asked that we ask about potential interest in this year’s survey.  This was not 

intended to remove any 65+ players from also playing in either or both the Weeknight League 

or the Saturday League.  2. It was also suggested the Saturday League players be asked about 

shortening their season slightly to encourage a more inclusive end of the season tournament.  

3. Ask if the members would approve a donation to another non-profit by the Association 

without membership approval.  The expressed concern was a potential donation of $200 to 

Hospice of the Foothills or the American Cancer Society in the name of one of our sponsor’s 

daughter.   

The Board will e-mail members to request questions for inclusion in the survey. 

 Schedule - It was suggested that we make the game schedule sequential, i.e. play all the teams 

once before playing any team a second time, etc.  It was agreed to implement that suggestion 

next year.                                                                                                                                                                

Website – James McCammon has agreed to manage the website.  With the change in vendors 

we needed someone with a greater expertise than any of us on the current Board. James is that 

guy. 

Donation – Tax Dodgers decided to donate their regular season Championship $400 to the 

Cresswell family to help them in their time of family crisis.  Gary moved that the League match 

that $400 with a like donation.  The motion was seconded by Bill.  The motion passed 7 to 0. 

 

 

 



New Business  

Field Modification – Larry Clark asked that we move the 160-foot line back another 5 feet.  

With the change from 65-foot bases to 70 feet, there have been a disproportionate number of 

slower players getting thrown out at second base.  That matter was tabled for decision by the 

new Board. 

Gophers – Don Heyfron mentioned the gophers are taking over the left field of Field 2.  He 

expressed the gophers needed to be exterminated soon or we would lose that outfield.  Don 

recommended we hire the gopher exterminator who put propane into there burrows and blew 

them up.  Bob Swarthout said that operation was shut down the last time because people 

complained about the explosions.  A number of people asked why the Park didn’t handle that 

sort of problem.  We will check with the Park to see if they can provide any assistance, but the 

general opinion was that WGP didn’t have the funds to do it.  Poison grain inserted 

underground into their burrows was also suggested.  The Board will look into it.    

Vehicle for Dragging the Fields and Field Maintenance – Don Heyfron recommended getting a 

gas vehicle to replace our old golf cart.  Bob Swarthout. recommended an electric vehicle.  Don 

will research an appropriate vehicle and report back to the Board.  Ray said we need a 

replacement vehicle before the beginning of next season.  Lisa requested Bob to provide his 

feedback on a new vehicle as well. 

Scheduling – George Brindley asked that we make a game schedule next year that has teams 

play all the other teams once before we play them a second time.  Lisa said the plan is to do 

that. 

Committee Reports  

Soils Report – The report on the composition of our soil in the infields has been completed.  

Bob Swarthout committed to call the “expert on ball fields” and get him to come up to review 

the project and give us an estimate.  The Board has been holding on to funds because this 

infield work for both fields is likely to be pretty expensive.  When the Board gets an estimate, 

they will query the membership to seek approval for the project. 

Advertising Signs – Bob Swarthout said he has over 200 contacts, some of whom might be 

interested in placing an advertising sign on free standing metal poles in the outfield.  The cost 

of the signs is $1,865 for three years.  If they pay up front the cost would be $1,500 for the 

three years. 

Communications – Jim said the thank you letters to sponsors needed to go out and we needed 

to put the existing advertising signs into storage for the winter.                                                                        

Steve Schliff said he will store the outfield fence storage boxes he built in our storage shed.     

Lisa said the refrigerator needed to be cleaned out, the water stored and the refrigerators 

unplugged.                                                                                                                                                  



Larry Clark purchased a replacement American flag to replace the one that was stolen.            

We also need to burn in the outfield foul lines, the 160-foot (or 165-foot) lines before next 

season, as well as mark the sleeves for holding the left field fence on Field 2 so they can be 

located next year.                                                                                                                                      

The screening on the Field 1 backstop also needs to be stored.  George Brindley will line up his 

friend to do that.  

 

Recognition – Tamara and Heidi were recognized for their great work this season. 

Members Input – George Brindley suggested we need to make some modifications in the way 

the League assigns replacement players during the season.  Lisa said this year we had eight 

replacement players and all eight were used between Weeknight and Saturday teams.  The 

matter was referred to the Rules Committee.  George said he would think about some possible 

changes.  Don Heyfron suggested that when a team needs more than one substitute that they 

can only replace their highest and lowest draft positions.  There seemed to be general 

consensus that method would be fairer than the current system of being able to replace the 

highest draft positions. 

The meeting was adjourned to Executive Session at 8:04 p.m. 

 

 

 


