CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS
OF THE
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP SOFTBALL LEAGUE
AS ADOPTED IN 1975 AND AS AMENDED IN 1976 THRU MARCH 2018


PREAMBLE

The purpose of this League shall be to provide an athletic program for the churches of eastern Prince William County with these specific objectives in mind:

1. Building Christian character through opportunities afforded in cooperative supervised play.

2. Building a spirit of fellowship and cooperation among the people of various churches.



ARTICLE 1 - GENERAL

SECTION 1.	For the purpose of this constitution: The term "team manager" means the manager of a team or his representative at a regular or special meeting.  The team must be in good standing with the league and shall have one vote.

SECTION 2.	A CFSL meeting shall be deemed official when two-thirds of all team managers are present.  No vote shall be taken until the above occurs.

SECTION 3.	The CFSL, all of its officers, and any church who provides use of its fields for league sponsored games are absolved of all responsibility or liability for any injuries sustained due to faulty or defective conditions of equipment, building or apparatus from any cause whatsoever in all league games wherever played.

SECTION 4.	The play of the CFSL will be governed by ASA rules. Any changes to the ASA rules will be approved by the CFSL prior to the beginning of the season each year and will be included as an attachment to these by-laws.  The changes will be furnished to the umpire's association prior to the first game of each season.

SECTION 5.	Changes to the CFSL Constitution and By-Laws submitted to the officers at the first or last league meeting of the year will be read at the first league meeting, discussed and voted upon at the second league meeting, and require a two-thirds majority of the team managers present to be adopted.

SECTION 6.	Motions to change the CFSL Constitution and By-Laws made at any other time require unanimous approval by the team managers present to be adopted.


SECTION 7.	The league encourages that both teams meet before each game for prayer. Each team manager is responsible for the Christian like conduct of his team.

SECTION 8.	As the CFSL is a non-gender requirement league any reference to the male gender shall also include the female gender.




ARTICLE 2 - OFFICERS

SECTION 1.	The officers of the CFSL shall be Commissioner, Scheduler/Statistician, Secretary and Treasurer.  Officers must be a member or regular attendee of a church whose team is in good standing with the league.

SECTION 2.	Officers of the league are responsible for designating the policy unless stated elsewhere in the Constitution, which the league will use to implement the following:  league organization, tournament play, awards, banquets, and trophies.

a. 	Regular Season Champions will be selected to represent their respective divisions in the County Championships.  In the event the regular season is not completed at the time the County Championships are played, the team that is leading the division will be considered the Division Champion for purposes of participation in the County Championships.  In the event a qualifying team is not able to participate, the replacement team will be determined by order of finish (or current standings if the season has not been completed).  In the event of ties among teams, the same method used to break ties for conference tournament seeding will be used.  No division will be represented by more than one team.

b.	During the last two weeks of the regular season, the league officers shall implement a plan for determining the winner of the team sportsmanship awards for each conference.  The plan implemented for determining the recipients of the awards shall be accomplished by such league officers with the advice and consent of the membership.  This sportsmanship award shall be called the Sonnie Penn Sportsmanship Award.


ARTICLE 3 - DUTIES OF OFFICERS

SECTION 1.	COMMISSIONER

a.	He shall arrange and conduct all league meetings.

b.	He will schedule one meeting a month during the softball season.  This meeting will be scheduled for the second Tuesday each month unless there is a compelling reason to the contrary.  He retains the ability to recess a scheduled meeting if, in his judgment, there is no compelling business to hold the meeting.

c.	He shall appoint any league representative(s) not designated elsewhere in the Constitution to serve on the Prince William County Adult Softball Council.

d.	He shall preside over all appeal and/or protest meetings.

e.	He is responsible for organizing the league at the beginning of the next season and for the election of new officers.  He shall be relieved officially of all duties upon election of the new commissioner.


SECTION 2.	SCHEDULER/STATISTICIAN

a.	He shall be responsible for a league schedule, tournament schedule, and practice schedule.

b.	The arrangement of league teams will be made each year by the scheduler.  The arrangement shall be based upon the records of each team over the preceding three years.  Seeding will be arranged vertically with the league divided into three conferences (named in order, National, Central and American), with divisions being made at the one-third and two-thirds points of seeding.  Once the one-third and two-third points have been determined; the scheduler shall advance the teams from the American Conference with the previous season's two best records into the Central Conference (seeding based on three year record). The two best records from the previous season's Central Conference shall be advanced to the National Conference (seeding based on three year record).  The two worst previous season records from the National Conference shall be placed in the Central Conference (seeding based on three season year record).  The two worst previous records from the Central Conference shall be placed in the American Conference (seeding based on three year record).  No team shall move up or down more than one conference, i.e., National to American or American to National in one season.

c.	He shall arrange for all make-up games in accordance with Article 9.

d.	He shall arrange for umpires at all games.  Two umpires will be scheduled for the final championship game(s) in all conferences.

e.	He shall act in the capacity of the Commissioner in his absence.

f.	He shall be one of the league's representatives on the Prince William County Adult Softball Council.

g.	He shall provide updated league standings at each monthly meeting.  He shall provide sufficient copies for each team manager in attendance.

h.	He shall submit weekly articles to the local newspaper.

i.	The scheduler in his own discretion shall be entitled to appoint assistant scheduler(s) during the course of the league season to assist him in the conduct of his league responsibility.  The authority of the assistant scheduler(s) shall include but not be limited to the scheduling of games, the resolution of league business and any and all responsibility delegated to him by the duly elected league scheduler.

The authority of the assistant scheduler shall devolve from the duly elected league scheduler.  The authority and duration of the authority to the assistant scheduler to operate in the league scheduler’s stead shall be communicated directly to the league commissioner. 


SECTION 3.	SECRETARY

a.	He shall take minutes of all regular and special meetings and present them at the next regular meeting.  He shall provide sufficient copies for each team manager in attendance for review prior to the presentation by the secretary.

b.	He shall maintain safe and secure storage of league correspondence and archives.  These documents shall be maintained for a minimum period of five years.



SECTION 4.	TREASURER

a.	He is responsible for the submission of a budget for the season at the March meeting.

b.	He shall collect the league entrance fee from each team manager.

c.	He shall maintain an accurate and current accounting of all league funds.

d.	He shall present a written report at each regular meeting.  He shall provide sufficient copies for each team in attendance.

e.	He shall disburse league funds in accordance with league budget as approved 	by the league.  Any discrepancies encountered during the year shall require league approval before any action shall be taken.  He should be present during discussions of league funds.



ARTICLE 4 - ELECTION OF OFFICERS

SECTION 1.	The officers shall be elected by a vote of the team managers at the Annual Meeting which shall be held on the second Tuesday in February.  Nominations shall be made from the floor and candidates shall be voted on by the team managers present.  The nominees receiving the majority of the votes cast shall be declared elected and their term of office shall begin immediately.


ARTICLE 5 - TEAM ELIGIBILITY


SECTION 1.	GENERAL

a.	The league will be limited to thirty-six teams.  Each year the league will determine if this number can be increased due to field availability.  Teams from the previous year who remain in good standing with the league have priority status for the current season, subject to meeting league requirement for membership.

b. 	Teams will be considered for any opening in the league according to the following preferential order and will be subject to the requirements of Article 5, Section 2:

1.	New teams from churches which were not represented in the league during the previous season and any additional team(s) from churches in good standing who were denied entry into the league in the previous year due to lack of openings.

2.	Additional team(s) from churches in good standing who were represented in the league during the previous season.

3.	Teams who have been expelled from the league and apply for reinstatement according to Article 5, Section 8.

4.	Teams who were disqualified from the league due to violation of forfeiture rule during the previous season.

5.	Combined teams in which one or more of the combining churches already has a team in the league.

6.	Teams who have been previously disqualified from the league for disciplinary reasons.

c.	Teams who apply for admission or readmission to the league as outlined in Article 5, Section 1 (b) must do so in writing to the Commissioner.  Applications 	will be considered according to postmark date within the applicable category as outlined in Article 5, Section 1 (b), until all positions are filled.

SECTION 2.	A new church team must receive a two-thirds vote 	of team managers present in order to be accepted into the league.

SECTION 3.	A minimum deposit of $200.00, of which $25.00 is nonrefundable, must be paid by the March meeting by teams desiring to be in the league.  All remaining monies due the league must be paid by the April meeting for a team to be eligible to play during the current season.

SECTION 4.	A church may field more than one team.  However, a player may not transfer teams after playing in one league game.  The penalty for doing so shall be forfeiture of all games played in.

SECTION 5.	Churches who mutually agree may combine to form a team, subject to approval of the league.  In this case, the team roster must be signed by the ministers of all churches.  Once churches combine for this purpose, that combination will constitute 	their entry into the league for the year.  Once the league has started, no teams will be allowed to combine.

SECTION 6.	There shall be no restriction on the number of players per team.

SECTION 7.	A player may not transfer teams after playing in one league game unless player's church membership has also been transferred.  Penalty shall be forfeiture of all games participated in while illegally transferred.

SECTION 8.	Any team which fails to have a team representative present at three league meetings (regular or special) will be ineligible to play in the league in the next season, unless there are openings in the league and the team places $75.00 in a league escrow account.  For each meeting missed by the team, $25.00 will be removed from the escrow account and given to charity at the end of the season.  Any monies in the escrow account at the end of the season will be returned to the team.  After two absences, the Commissioner will send a written notice that the team is in danger of being expelled from the league to the pastor of the church, as well as a team player arbitrarily selected from the roster by the Commissioner.

(Note:  One person may represent multiple teams from the same church for attendance purposes, but not for voting privileges.)

SECTION 9.	At least eighty percent (80%) of the players listed on the official rosters and eligible individuals lists must be Prince William County residents.  Any time the league drops under the 80% level, all teams that have fewer than 80% PWC residents on their rosters will be required to add enough PWC residents to the official roster to bring that team to the 80% level and pay the required fee for those players added.

ARTICLE 6 - PLAYER ELIGIBILITY

SECTION 1.	GENERAL

a.	Church members who regularly attend the religious services of the sponsoring church congregation throughout the year are eligible to play.  If a church member attends the services of two or more churches and is on the bona-fide membership roll of one of the churches, then this player is ruled a member of the church where his/her name appears on the membership roll.

b.	Any person who is not a member of the church for which he plays must attend at least ten regularly scheduled church services during April through August and abide by all league and church requirements for eligibility. (Eight services if the player added to roster in May, six services if player added to roster in June and four services if player added to roster in July).

Exception:  Each team is allowed to have two persons on the roster who are not members and who do not attend the team's church but may attend a church that does not have a team in the league.  These players must personally appear before the pastor of the church or a person authorized to conduct official business on behalf of the church and will abide by all league and church requirements of eligibility.  These players shall be so designated on the team roster and pastor of the church, or a person authorized to conduct official business on behalf of the church, and team manager will sign a pledge to attempt to monitor the situation and promptly notify the league to remove a player from the roster if league eligibility requirements are not met.  The team manager signing the roster, or any player on the roster, shall not be the person authorized to conduct official business on behalf of the church. 

Each team is also allowed to have two persons on the team that do not attend a church but may play on another ASA, NSA or USSSA softball league. 
All players will be listed on the roster with one of the following designations-

*M – Member of church; A – Attendee of church; O – Member of a church that doesn’t have a team in the league; N – Non-member, non-certified attendee of church (Attach form). Indicate if a player is a minor by putting (Y) after name (Attach Parental Consent Form)



SECTION 2.	TOURNAMENT ELIGIBILITY

a.	Each player must play at least one-fourth of his 	team's official games to be eligible for tournament games.

b.	The required participation to qualify for the tournament is waived for any active duty member of the armed forces if that player is on the team roster by the June meeting and is a member of the church for which he/she plays.

c.	All players on the roster will be given credit for a game appearance if a game has to be rescheduled by the league, and not at the specific request of the team(s), on a day other than Friday or Saturday. 

d.	At the end of the regular season, each team will submit a tournament roster consisting of those players from the original official and provisional rosters, and additions to the provisional roster made during the season, who have participated in at lease one fourth of the regular season games.  These are the only players who will be eligible to participate in the tournament (with exceptions noted above).  Any team that allows an ineligible player to participate in the tournament will be dismissed from the tournament and will no longer be in good standing with the league.

SECTION 3.	TEAM ROSTERS

a.	The team manager shall submit an official team roster of no less than fifteen players, including complete addresses, to the Commissioner no later than the April meeting.  The required team fee covering these fifteen players plus any others that the team wants to list on the official roster at this time must be submitted with the roster.  In addition to the official roster, a team may submit a provisional roster containing a list of players, including complete addresses, who are eligible to compete with the team.  No additional fee for these players is required at the time of submission of this form.

b.	The roster shall be signed by the pastor of that church, or a person authorized to conduct official business on behalf of the church, and the team manager.  The team manager signing the roster, or any player on the roster, shall not be the person authorized to conduct official business on behalf of the church.

c. During the course of the season, players may be added to the official roster of the eligible individuals list by submitting a properly-executed form.  The required fee must accompany the form for any player who is being added to the official roster; no fee is required at this time for a player being added to the eligible individual list.  Any additions to the roster must be furnished to the Commissioner or another officer prior to the player participating in a game.  Additions to the roster will be accepted through the day prior to the scheduled opening of the season by appointment with one of the league officers.  Additions to the roster after this date will be accepted at the regular monthly meetings or when a properly executed addition-to-roster form is submitted to a league officer via e-mail, fax, or U. S. Mail.  No personal deliveries are to be presented to any official at his home or on the fields after the opening of the season.  The player will become eligible to play on the received date, which will be the date of the e-mail, fax, or postmark.  Additions to the roster must also be signed by the pastor of the church, or a person authorized to conduct official business on behalf of the church, and the team manager.  Failure to turn in a roster will eliminate the team from further participation.


SECTION 4.	Players shall not be required to sign a Waiver of Liability form to be listed on the team's roster. A minimum age of 15 within the calendar year is required.  Players under age 18 must have a signed Parental Consent form attached to the official or provisional rosters given to the Commissioner.  Players under age 18 who are added to the roster must have a Parental Consent form executed and attached to the addition - to - roster form and given to a league officer before the player is eligible to participate in league play.  Failure to turn in a signed Parental Consent form will result in forfeiture of all games the ineligible player participated in during the season).

SECTION 5.	RULE VIOLATIONS

a.	A team that violates the Constitution or By-Laws or any other rules of the league is subject to disciplinary action, including disqualification from further participation in the league, if so recommended by a protest committee and approved by two-thirds of the team representatives present at the next regularly scheduled meeting or a special meeting called by the Commissioner.

b.	Any team representative who knowingly misrepresents the eligibility of a team player shall be suspended from league activities for one year from the date of the violation.  Any player who participates for any CFSL team other than the one team for which he/she is eligible to participate shall be suspended from league activities for one year from the date of the violation.  Upon being notified of the suspension by the Commissioner, the suspended representative and/or player may, at that point, notify the Commissioner of an intent to appeal.  The Commissioner will appoint a committee to hear the appeal.  The committee will either accept the appeal with no suspension or uphold the suspension of one year.


SECTION 6.	If any specific player has been suspended from League participation in accordance with applicable Constitutional procedures for a period of two or more years, that player has the right of readdressing their eligibility for League participation after completion of 50 percent of the suspension time has elapsed.  The individual player must write a letter to the League Commissioner for reinstatement addressed through the player’s church pastor.  The League Commissioner will then set up a time period during the next two League meetings to discuss the request.  The player requesting remission of the suspension will be required to appear before the League managers.  The League managers will, at the second consecutive League meeting, by secret ballot (without the player present) and majority vote to either rescind the suspension, modify the suspension or to have the suspension carried out in its’ totality.  The League Commissioner will forward a letter to the specific player, through his church pastor, informing the player of the vote result within two days of the vote taken.

ARTICLE 7 - GAME TIME

SECTION 1.	Game time shall be shown on schedule.  If a team desires to warm up or practice, it should plan to complete such action prior to game time.

SECTION 2.	A team shall not be scheduled for more than three regular season games per week, except for makeup games.  The Scheduler must give a team at least seven days notice prior to scheduling that team for more than three regular season games per week, unless waived by the team manager.

SECTION 3.	All games shall be scheduled in accordance with the effective dates on field permits, but not prior to the third complete weekend in April or subsequent to the last Saturday in August.

SECTION 4.	Each team is responsible for playing its games at the time, on the date, and at the place specified in the schedule.

SECTION 5.	A double-elimination tournament in each conference shall be held immediately after regular season play.






ARTICLE 8 - REPORTING GAME SCORES

SECTION 1.	Game results should be furnished to the league Statistician in accordance with instructions furnished prior to the season.



ARTICLE 9 - RESCHEDULING GAMES

SECTION 1.	Games will not be rescheduled except for inclement weather or major church related activities (e.g. revivals).  Procedures for game postponements shall be as outlined in Attachment 1.



ARTICLE 10 - PROTEST PROCEDURES

SECTION 1.	All protests must be phoned to the Commissioner or the scheduler within twenty-four (24) hours of the incident and a written copy of the protest must be received by the Commissioner within seventy-two hours of the oral report.

SECTION 2.	The Commissioner shall appoint a league officer and two (2) team managers to serve on a protest committee.  The protest committee is charged with the responsibility of settling the dispute within two (2) weeks after receipt of the written protest.  A majority vote by the committee will be necessary to uphold a protest.  All decisions made by the Protest Committee shall be final.  No other appeal shall be made.




ARTICLE 11 - FORFEITS

SECTION 1.	Violation of any of the following rules shall constitute sufficient reason for a team to receive a loss by forfeiture for each game wherein such violations occur:

Article 6 - Player Eligibility

Article 7 - Game Time

Article 9 - Rescheduling Games

Attachment II:  Game Rules


SECTION 2.	If a team forfeits at least five (5) games in a season:

a.	It shall be ineligible for further participation during that season.

b.	It shall forfeit all fees.

c.	It must be re-voted into the league under Article 5, Section 1.

d. After the fourth forfeit has been officially recorded by the League, the League Commissioner will officially notify, by letter, if feasible, the team manager and church pastor that the team is in danger of being expelled from the League due to forfeitures.



ARTICLE 12 - FINES

SECTION 1. 	Any team that forfeits a game will be assessed a 	fine that is equal to the umpire's fee.  The fine amount, for the upcoming season, will be officially indicated in the March league minutes.

SECTION 2.	All fines must be paid no later than the next regularly scheduled league meeting after the fine is assessed.  Any team that fails to do so will no longer be in good standing with the league.



ARTICLE 13 - EJECTIONS

SECTION 1.	Any player ejected from a game for misconduct will be suspended from the next game played by his team. The suspended player may appeal the suspension by notifying the coaches, umpire and/or a league official prior to the next game and paying a $25 filing fee.  Player may continue to play until an appeal hearing is scheduled.  If the committee determines the ejection was warranted, the player will be suspended for his team's next game after the ruling of the committee and will forfeit the filing fee, which will be donated to charity at the end of the season.

SECTION 2.	Misconduct warranting a second game ejection of the same individual will result in an immediate suspension of that player from the League.  The 	League Commissioner will appoint a committee to investigate the situation surrounding the ejection.  The committee will report back to the Commissioner within 72 hours with the results and recommendations for any further actions.  If the committee deems the ejection circumstances are accurate, the committee can, under these proven circumstances, recommend a defined suspension period. The Commissioner will submit the committee report to the next League 	meeting to have the manager’s vote, in a majority mode, whether to accept or reject the committee report.

SECTION 3.	Any player who deliberately strikes or attempts to deliberately strike an umpire will be immediately suspended from the League.  A committee appointed by the League Commissioner will investigate the circumstances surrounding the incident.  The committee will report back to the Commissioner the results of their investigation.  If a suspension is found to be warranted, the committee may recommend a suspension period up to and including a life-long suspension.  The League Commissioner will submit the 	committee’s report and recommendation(s) to the next League meeting requiring the managers to accept or reject the report by a majority vote.

SECTION 4.	Any player who, through misconduct, endangers the health and safety of other participants, or officials or spectators, or within a Prince William County Park Facility, acts in a way detrimental to the league’s use of such facility, will be suspended for an indefinite period to be determined by a committee appointed by the Commissioner.

SECTION 5.	Both coaches and the umpire(s) are required to notify the Commissioner or Scheduler of any ejections for misconduct within 24 hours.

SECTION 6.	The Commissioner will appoint a committee to render an opinion on appeals or indefinite suspensions within two weeks of the incident in question.



ATTACHMENT I
POSTPONEMENT AND APPEALS


SECTION 1.	POSTPONEMENT CAUSED BY INCLEMENT WEATHER

A.	Prince William County Park Authority will determine the playability of its fields.  Team managers shall be responsible for verifying whether games are being played or postponed, according to procedures outlined on league schedule.

B.	CFSL officials may also postpone games.

C.	In the event games have not been previously postponed, the umpire will decide if field conditions are playable.  The home team manager shall notify the Scheduler of a postponement by an umpire.

SECTION 2.	POSTPONEMENT CAUSED BY CHURCH RELATED ACTIVITIES

A.	A request must be submitted to the Scheduler as soon as possible, but in no case, later than seven (7) days prior to game time.  A late request will result in a forfeit if a team is not fielded.

B.	The requesting team must notify the opposing team as soon as possible, but in no case, later than seven (7) days prior to game time.  A late notification will result in a forfeit if a team is not fielded.

C.	The Scheduler will set a new date, time, and field for the make-up game.

SECTION 3.		APPEALS REGARDING SCHEDULING
A.	Any decision made by the scheduler may be appealed to the Commissioner.  The Commissioner must receive the appeal no later than three (3) days after the Scheduler's decision or the appeal will not be considered.

B.	A request for postponement for a cause other than inclement weather or church-related activities must be appealed to the Commissioner.

C.	All appeals regarding scheduling will be heard and judged by the Appeal Board.  The Commissioner shall appoint a league officer, excluding the Scheduler, and two (2) team managers to serve on the Board.  A majority vote of the Board is required to overrule the decision of the Scheduler.  The decision of the Appeal Board is final.

ATTACHMENT II
PLAYING RULES

SECTION 1.  GENERAL

A.	The ASA rules will govern the play of the CFSL except as modified in this attachment to the Constitution and By-Laws.


SECTION 2.  EXCEPTED RULES

A. If both teams have at least eight (8) players, the game must start at the scheduled time.  A team must be able to field eight players within a ten-minute grace period of the scheduled time or whenever the field becomes available (whichever is last) or the game will be forfeited.  Players must be physically in sight from the playing field to be considered part of the required number.  A 9th and 10th (but not an 11th or 12th) player may be added to the bottom of the roster as the game progresses.
Team rosters shall be established consistent with the requirements of the league and the Prince William County Park Authority. All additions to and modifications to team rosters shall be accomplished consistent with these rules and no player’s name shall appear on more than one roster. In an effort to further enhance sportsmanship and accomplish roster integrity and to avoid forfeits, each team must have a minimum of eight rostered players in the lineup in order to start a game.
Lineups may be supplemented by players from “sister teams”. At the beginning of every season there will be a random draw to identify each team’s “sister team”. If any church has a second team in the league, those teams will be automatically deemed “sister teams”. No team will be joined or married to another team in its conference. At all times during a regulation game there shall be at least five regularly rostered players in the lineup. Managers shall be required to identify any non-regularly rostered player prior to that player participating. There shall be no more than three sister team players in the lineup at any one time.
These exceptions for sister team players shall only be available during regular season play. Accordingly sister team players are specifically NOT available for tournament play or post season play.

B.	The use of one or two extra players (EP) is optional, but if extra player(s) is used, it must be made known prior to the start of the game and be listed on the scoring sheet in the regular batting order.  If the EP(S) is used, it must be used the entire game.  The EP(S) must remain in the same position in the batting order for the entire game.  If an EP(S) is used, all 11 or 12 must bat and any 10 may play defense.  Defensive positions may be changed, but the batting order must remain the same.  The starting EP(S) may be substituted for any time.  The starting EP(S) may re-enter in the original spot in the batting order.

C.	If a player leaves or is ejected and no substitute is available, an automatic out will be recorded each time his turn to bat occurs.  In the event a player is injured and cannot continue playing due to his injury and his team has no player eligible to replace him, his team may replace him with a player who has been removed from the game, except an ejected player.  If there is no substitute available, no out shall be recorded each time his turn at bat occurs.

D.	If a player is removed from a game because appropriate treatment for the blood rule cannot be administered in a reasonable amount of time, normal substitution rules will prevail.  However, once appropriate treatment has been administered, the player so removed may return to his original spot in the batting order and the game will resume as if the removed player never left the game and his substitute(s) never entered the game.

E.	The home team will be designated by the schedule and will bat last in each required inning.  The home team is responsible for insuring that the proper procedures for the security of league bases as outlined by the Commissioner, are followed.  Bases left on the field and subsequently lost or damaged shall be replaced by the home team.

[bookmark: _GoBack]F.	During the regular season teams will hit their own ball.     (Yellow cover, red stitch 12-inch ball with a ball COR of .520 or under and a Ball Compression of 300.0 lbs or under). During tournament play, the league is responsible for supplying a new game ball and the home team is responsible for supplying a good used ball that the umpire will agree to accept.

G.	All bats used in the CFSL must be approved for ASA Championship Play. (Refer to Rule 3, Section 1).

H.	A batter will be awarded first base after three balls.  A batter will be declared out after two strikes, excluding a foul ball that is hit after the first strike.  If a second foul ball is hit after the first strike, the batter will be declared out.

I.	Each team is allowed one more over-the-fence home run per game than the opponent.  This shall be known as the “one up” rule.  Any over-the-fence home run which is more than “one up” on the opponent is considered a ground-rule single and all runners advance one base. Exception- The National league teams will be allowed 3 over the fence homeruns before they are counted as single if the opposing team has not hit 3 over the fence homeruns. Once both teams have hit 3 over the fence home runs then the “one up “on the opponent is to be considered.


J.	Base stealing is not allowed.  Each runner may leave a base when a pitched ball is batted, touches the ground or reaches home, but must return to that base immediately after each pitch not hit by the batter.

K.	Playing Time.  Games are limited to one (1) hour from the time of the first pitch.  No new inning may begin after the one-hour limit.  Exceptions:  (1) tie games will be played until a winner is determined; (2) games must continue until deemed regulation and a winner is determined: (3) any inning started before the one-hour time limit must be completed or continued until a winner is determined.  Games that are not considered regulation shall be played over in their entirety.

L.	Run Ahead Rule:  A twelve-run ahead rule after five innings will be used.  Complete innings must be played unless the home team scores the run-ahead limit while at bat.  When the visiting team reaches the limit in the top half of the inning, the home team must have their opportunity to bat in the bottom half of the inning.

M.	Tie Game:  At the start of the 8th inning (or the inning beginning after time has expired), the last batter scheduled to bat in that inning will assume a position at second base.  This means that the first batter will hit with a runner on second base and no one out.  The same procedure will continue in each half inning until a winner is determined.  A substitute runner cannot be used until the runner placed at second reaches third base. 

N.	Metal cleats and metal spikes are prohibited.

O.	Uniforms as specified in ASA are not required in the CFSL.

P. Pitcher’s Box: The pitcher may pitch from anywhere within a box that extends the width of the pitcher’s rubber and 6 feet back from the current rubber.

Q. Courtesy Runner

1. Once per inning you may use any player in the lineup or who is on the bench as a courtesy runner. If this player is on base when their turn to bat comes up then they are called out at the base they occupy and may now take their turn at bat.
2. Should an injury, ejection, or illness occur to the courtesy runner, another courtesy runner or the "courtesied runner" may run for the courtesy runner.

3. Nothing in this rule shall prevent the use of a "pinch runner" or regular substitute under traditional rules.

R. Pitching Arc
The allowed pitching arc is 6 to 12
