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Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus died on the cross to save people from sin, and He is alive.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 6:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Only Jesus saves us 

from sin.

• Countdown

• Introduce the session (2 min.)

• Giant timeline (1 min.)

• Big picture question (1 min.)

• Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

• Christ connection (option)

• Group demonstration (5 min.)

• Review (4 min.)

• Key passage (5 min.)

• Group game (5–10 min.)

• Sing and offering (3–12 min.)

• Missions (6 min.)

• Announcements (2 min.)

• Prayer (2 min.)

• Additional idea 

UNIT 32
Session 2

KIDS 
WORSHIP 

Leader BIBLE STUDY

God’s law for the people was plain. Read Deuteronomy 6:5. 
But God’s people, and all people, have broken the law. We 
have loved other things more than we love God. That is sin.
 
Jesus’ purpose for coming to earth was to save us from our 
sin. (Matt. 1:21) Why did Jesus have to die? Why couldn’t 
He just say, “You are forgiven”? God is just and requires due 
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
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payment for sin. To simply forgive sin without requiring a 
payment would be unjust. According to God’s Word, the 
payment of sin is death. (Rom. 6:23) But not only is God 
just, He is also loving. That is why Jesus was willing to die 
in our place.
 
Jesus came to live and die to show God’s love to us 
(Rom. 5:7-8) so that whoever believes in Him might not 
perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) Jesus came to die so 
that we would be forgiven. (Eph. 1:7) Jesus came to die to 
bring us to God. (1 Pet. 3:18)
 
Jesus died on the cross to satisfy the wrath of God toward 
sin. Jesus’ resurrection proved that God was satisfied with 
Jesus’ sacrifice, and forgiveness and life are found in Him. 
(See 1 Cor. 15:17.) If Jesus had died but not been raised up, 
He would have been like military leaders who died without 
a throne. (Acts 5:33-37) But Jesus conquered death, just as 
He said He would. (John 2:19-21)
 
Jesus’ resurrection gives us hope for our resurrection. 
(Rom. 6:5) Romans 8:11 says that the same Spirit that 
raised Jesus from the dead will raise our bodies to life.
 
Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection are not the end of the 
story, but the center of it. Everything that was written about 
Jesus in the Old Testament and spoken by the prophets was 
coming true. As you teach kids this Bible story, emphasize 
the gospel: the good news of who Jesus is and what He 
has done.
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Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18

Jesus came with His disciples to a place called 
Gethsemane (geth SEM uh nih). He prayed to God, 
“Father! If it is possible, take this suffering away from 
Me. But only if it is part of Your plan.” While Jesus 
prayed, the disciples fell asleep. Jesus said, “Get up. It is 
almost time.”

Suddenly Judas arrived with a large crowd. Judas 
kissed Jesus so the crowd would know who Jesus was. The 
crowd arrested Jesus. Peter tried to stop the men, but Jesus 
told Peter not to. Jesus’ followers ran away, but Peter stayed 
nearby. Three times, people asked Peter if he was a follower 
of Jesus. Peter said he was not.

The crowd took Jesus to the high priest. The high 
priest asked, “Are You the Messiah, the Son of God?”

Jesus replied, “Yes, that’s right.”
The high priest said, “He has spoken against God. 

He deserves to die!” The religious leaders did not want to 
believe Jesus is God’s Son.

When morning came, the religious leaders led Jesus 
to Pilate, the governor. “Are You the King of the Jews?” 
Pilate asked. “Yes, that’s right,” Jesus replied.

Pilate asked the crowd what he should do. “Crucify 
Him!” they said. Pilate did not think Jesus had done 
anything wrong, but he handed Jesus over and said, “Do 
whatever you want.”

The governor’s soldiers put a scarlet robe on Jesus. 
They made a crown of thorns and put it on His head. 
Then they mocked Him, “Here is the King of the Jews!” 
Then they beat Him and led Him away to be killed.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Sketch the story: 
As you tell the story, 
sketch pictures to 
accompany key 
words. Examples 
include sleeping 
friends, a crowd 
of angry people, a 
crown of thorns, a 
cross, a tomb, and 
a stone. 

• Vary your tone: 
Use a concerned, 
somber tone of voice 
when telling about 
Jesus’ crucifixion. 
Use a energetic 
yet controlled tone 
when telling of His 
resurrection.

The BIBLE STORY
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The soldiers nailed Jesus to a cross. They put a 
sign above His head that said, THIS IS JESUS OF 
NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. Two 
criminals were crucified next to Him.

Darkness covered the land. Then Jesus cried out, 
“My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” Jesus 
shouted again and then He died. Suddenly, the curtain in 
the temple sanctuary split in two, from top to bottom, and 
there was an earthquake. One of the men guarding Jesus’ 
body said, “This man really was God’s Son!”

Jesus was buried in a tomb. A stone was sealed in front 
of the tomb so that no one could steal Jesus’ body.

On the third day, Mary Magdalene (MAG duh leen) 
and the other Mary went to the tomb. Suddenly there 
was an earthquake. An angel of the Lord rolled back 
the stone and sat on it. The angel spoke to the women, 
“Don’t be afraid! I know you are looking for Jesus, but He 
is not here. He has been resurrected, just like He said He 
would.”

The women left the tomb quickly. They ran to tell the 
disciples the good news. Just then Jesus met them. The 
women worshiped Jesus. “Don’t be afraid,” He told them. 
“Go tell My disciples to meet Me in Galilee. They will see 
Me there.”

Christ Connection: The crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus 
is the center of the gospel. We deserve to die because of our sin, 
but Jesus died in our place. He was the blood sacrifice made 
once and for all for the forgiveness of sin. God was pleased 
with Jesus’ sacrifice and raised Jesus from the dead to reign 
as King over all creation. We are forgiven only through Jesus. 
(Acts 4:12)
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Kids Worship LEADER

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as worship time begins. 

Introduce the session (2 min.)

MARY • [walks onto the stage stretching and yawning] Hi, 
kids. I am glad you are back. Sorry about the [big 
yawn] yawns. It’s pretty early, but John and I have to 
head out soon if we want to get to the peak of the 
mountain as the sun comes up.

JOHN • [running out excitedly] Hey, Mary, why so sad? Aren’t 
you excited for the sunrise hike? It’s a great day for a 
hike and a great day to think about new beginnings. 
Seeing the sun come up always makes me think 
about new beginnings.

MARY • [still sleepy] Oh hey, John. I’m ready, but I’m a bit 
tired. Waking up to see the day start is awesome, but 
not easy for me. [to kids] Do any of you know what 
today is that makes it such a special day to think 
about new beginnings? [Allow responses.] That’s it! 
Today is Easter Sunday. 

JOHN • Easter is one of the most important holidays because 
Easter marks the resurrection of Jesus!

• countdown video

• leader attire

SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus died on the cross to save people from sin, and He is alive.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 6:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Only Jesus saves us 

from sin.
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MARY • Jesus resurrection was the beginning of a world 
where people could be free from sin!

JOHN • That was the best new beginning ever. And today 
we are going to hear about the people who hiked to 
Jesus’ tomb and got a wonderful surprise. 

MARY • Let’s start by reviewing our big picture question.

Big picture question (1 min.)

JOHN • I would be glad to, Mary, and I know these kids 
will remember the answer. Kids, here is what we are 
going to do. I am going to ask the question, and then 
I will give you some possible answers. When you 
hear the correct answer, I want you to all stand up 
and cheer. OK? Here is the question, Who saves us 
from sin? Here are your choices: a) We save ourselves 
by obeying God; b) Our parents save us by taking us 
to church; or c) Only Jesus saves us from sin. [Invite 
kids to respond.] That’s right! Only Jesus saves us 
from sin.

Giant timeline (1 min.)

MARY • Just think, last week we were here on the timeline 
[Point to the Bible stories from the “Jesus the Savior” 
unit.], and people welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as 
King. It didn’t take long for the people to demand 
that Jesus be killed on a cross. Today [pointing to 
the timeline or big story circle] we will learn about 
Jesus’ death, but also about the wonderful thing that 
happened next. Our story is called “Jesus’ Death and 
Resurrection.”

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle
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Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

Open your Bible to Matthew 26:36–28:10; 
John 18:1–20:18. Use the Bible storytelling tips provided 
with the Bible story script to help you tell the story, 
or watch the Bible story video “Jesus’ Crucifixion and 
Resurrection.”
JOHN • The religious leaders hated Jesus because of what He 

did and said. Jesus claimed He is the Son of God. He 
claimed also that He was King. Jesus taught that no 
one, not even the religious leaders, could do enough 
good things to earn salvation. The religious leaders 
did not want people to believe the things Jesus said, 
even though it was all true. They wanted to kill Jesus.

MARY • The religious leaders paid Judas to lead a group of 
soldiers to arrest Jesus. The religious leaders accused 
Jesus of saying disrespectful or untrue things about 
God, or blasphemy. But the things Jesus said about 
God and Himself were true, so it wasn’t blasphemy. 

JOHN • When the Roman governor Pilate asked the people 
what to do with Jesus, the religious leaders convinced 
the people that Jesus deserved to die, and they 
shouted “Crucify Him!” 

MARY • So they led Him outside of the city to be killed on 
a cross. Jesus did not fight back. He did not try to 
escape. Jesus understood that God planned for Him 
to die on the cross for our sin. That was God’s plan 
all along, and it was time to fulfill it. That was the 
saddest moment in history. Jesus, the only Man to 
ever live a perfect life, died as if He were a criminal.

JOHN • Thankfully, the story did not end with Jesus’ 
death! The morning of the third day after Jesus was 
crucified, some of His followers went to Jesus’ tomb. 
It was empty! Jesus’ body was nowhere to be seen; 
He had risen! That was the most joyful moment in 

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• “Jesus’ Crucifixion 

and Resurrection” 
video (optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
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history. Jesus died on the cross to save people from 
sin, and He is alive.

Christ Connection
MARY • That’s right. And Jesus’ death and resurrection are 

not the end of the story either. The crucifixion and 
resurrection of Jesus is the center of the gospel. He 
was the blood sacrifice made once and for all for 
the forgiveness of sin. God was pleased with Jesus’ 
sacrifice and raised Jesus from the dead to reign as 
King over all creation. We are forgiven only through 
Jesus. 

JOHN • The story of God’s plan for the world continues 
through the church. All the different people around 
the world throughout time that believe in Jesus 
have a mission to tell others about Him. The story 
continues until Jesus comes back and fixes what is 
broken. 

Group demonstration (5 min.)

Collect a variety of objects that will not break if dropped 
from shoulder height. Make sure the objects are of different 
sizes and weights. Do not use objects like feathers, paper, or 
balloons for this demonstration, as air resistance will slow 
their fall significantly. Place each large pillow or cushion on 
stage and use tape to mark it with X. 

Invite two volunteers to come to the stage and each 
select an object. Instruct the kids to hold the items over the 
pillows and prepare to drop them when you reach “three.” 
Count to three and note that both objects fell at the same 
speed. 
MARY • In some ways, sin is a little like this demonstration. 

We often see the differences between sins as 
important. We view sin as “big” or “little.”

Tip: Use your Bible 
and the gospel 
poster provided 
to explain to kids 
how to become a 
Christian. Anytime 
you invite kids to 
respond in a large 
group setting, 
make sure you have 
counselors available 
to speak with kids 
individually to 
answer questions.

• variety of objects 
that will not break 
if dropped from 
shoulder height

• large pillow or 
cushion, 2 

• tape

99Easter

© 2017 LifeWay



JOHN • But when it comes to sin, God sees each sin the 
same way. It’s kind of like how in our demonstration, 
both objects fell at the same speed even if they 
were very different and had different weights. Even 
though we sin in many ways, just one sin is enough 
to separate us from God. (James 2:10)

MARY • That’s why Jesus came to earth. He lived a perfect 
life and then gave up His life so that we could live 
forever with God.

JOHN • When we believe in Jesus, our sin is washed away 
and we are transformed. We become children of God 
and the Holy Spirit lives in us to help us obey.

MARY • This is why we celebrate Easter! It marks the day 
when the whole world had a chance at new life.

Review (4 min.)

JOHN • Let’s see who can answer some review questions!
Divide the room in half. One group stands shoulder to 
shoulder on one wall, and the other group does the same 
on the other wall. You will start with the first person in line 
one and ask a review question. Whenever a child gets an 
answer right, she has two choices: sit someone down on the 
other team or save a sitting person on her team. Take turns 
with a person on each team answering one of the following 
questions.

1. What did Jesus find the disciples doing while He 
was praying in the garden? (sleeping, Matt. 26:40)

2. Who was the disciple who kissed Jesus and betrayed 
Him? (Judas, Matt. 26:48)

3. When Pilate asked the crowd what he should do 
with Jesus, what was their response? (“Crucify 
Him,” Matt. 27:27)

4. What did the sign above Jesus head on the cross 
say? (JESUS THE NAZARENE, THE KING OF 

100 Kids Worship Guide
Unit 32 • Session 2

© 2017 LifeWay



THE JEWS; John 19:19)
5. Who was crucified next to Jesus? (two criminals, 

Matt. 27:38)
6. Where was Jesus buried? (in a tomb, John 19:21)
7. Who went to the tomb first? (Mary Magdalene and 

Mary, Matt. 28:1)
8. Who appeared to the women and told them not to 

be afraid? (an angel, Matt. 28:5) 
9. Whom did the women tell the good news that 

Jesus is alive? (the disciples, Matt. 28:8)
10. Who saves us from our sin? Only Jesus saves us 

from sin.
11. What does this story teach me about God, Jesus, 

the Holy Spirit, or the gospel?
12. What does the story teach me about myself? 
13. Are there any commands in this story to obey? 

How are they for God’s glory and my good?
14. Are there any promises in this story to remember? 

How do they help me trust and love God? 
15. How does this story help me to live on mission 

better? 

Key passage (5 min.)

MARY • Do any of you remember our key passage? Let’s say 
it together.

Read Romans 6:9 and encourage the kids to read along in 
their Bibles. Display the key passage poster for kids to read. 
You may also sing the key passage song.
JOHN • Wow, you guys did a great job with that. Our 

key passage is a reminder that Jesus’ death and 
resurrection took away the power of death. We can 
live forever with God because of Jesus.

MARY • That’s what I call good news!

• Key Passage Poster
• “Romans 6:9” song
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Group game (5–10 min.)

FIVE ALIVE

MARY • Let’s play a game called “Five Alive.”
Choose five players to be It. Instruct the rest of the kids to 
sit quietly with their heads bowed and eyes closed. When 
you give the command, the five kids will silently walk 
around the room and gently tap another kid on the head. 
When a player is tapped, he must keep his eyes closed 
while shouting out, “I’m alive!” When all five kids have 
been chosen, the It group will return to the front. Instruct 
everyone to open their eyes, and the kids who were tapped 
must stand up and guess who tapped them. Play several 
rounds as time allows. 
JOHN • How did you feel when you heard someone shout, 

“I’m alive”? How do you think Jesus’ followers felt 
when they heard that Jesus was alive? Jesus’ being 
alive is such great news. He was the blood sacrifice 
made once and for all for the forgiveness of sin. God 
was pleased with Jesus’ sacrifice and raised Jesus from 
the dead to reign as King over all creation. We are 
forgiven only through Jesus. 

MARY • And more than just forgiven, when we believe in 
Jesus, we are given new life to replace our old sinful 
lives. God makes us into new creations with hearts 
that want to serve God. The Holy Spirit lives in us 
and helps us obey.

Sing and offering (3–12 min.)

MARY • One way we can celebrate the good news of Jesus 
dying for our sins and being raised from the dead 
is to worship Him though singing and giving. Let’s 
remember that we are forgiven only through Jesus 
as we worship Him now. Let’s take time to worship 
God through singing and the offering.

• “Wonderful” song 
and other songs of 
your choice
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Sing “Wonderful.” Choose other songs as time allows.
Song suggestions: 

• “Wonderful” song (unit theme)
• “This Is the Moment” song
• “Jesus Paid It All (Whiter Than Snow)” song
• “A Way for Us” song
• “It Had to Be” song

Missions (6 min.)

MARY • I love thinking about the gospel and the new 
beginning we can have when we trust Jesus. I 
remember the first time I understood the gospel and 
put my faith in Jesus’ death, resurrection, and future 
return. The gospel still fills me with so much joy.

JOHN • Sadly, there are many people who have yet to hear 
the good news that Jesus died for their sins and rose 
again. Let’s see how these missionaries are sharing 
that good news.

Show the missions video “Learning to Pray.”
JOHN • God wants each of you to be on mission where you 

live too! We can pray for others and take action to 
help those in need. We can collect food or clothing 
for the poor, and we can write cards for sick people 
or missionaries over seas. We can also take time to 
share about Jesus’ love with our friends at school or 
in our neighborhoods. There are lots of ways to be a 
part of God’s plan for the world.

Announcements (2 min.)

MARY • I know for sure I can’t beat the great news that 
Jesus is alive, but I do have some important 
announcements I need to share with you guys and 
gals, so listen up!

Make any announcements from your kids’ ministry.

• “Learning to Pray” 
missions video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printables, 
1 per kid
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Prayer (2 min.)

MARY • I am still amazed by the good news that Jesus is 
alive. Let’s go to Him in prayer.

Dear God, thank You for sending Your one and 
only Son, Jesus, to be our Savior. We learned again 
today that only Jesus can save us from our sins. We 
also learned that Jesus is alive. Help us share this 
good news with others. Amen.

Additional idea
BUILDING BRICK SCENES

Provide kids with interlocking bricks. Explain that you 
are going to give them five minutes to create scenes from 
today’s story. You may choose to divide kids into groups and 
assign specific parts of the story. After the kids have worked 
for a while, invite them to share with the rest of the class 
what they built.
JOHN • You guys are great builders. Whenever we see the 

picture of an empty tomb, let’s remember that only 
Jesus can save us from sin and He is alive.

• interlocking bricks
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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