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Jesus’ Triumphal Entry
Bible Passage: Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; John 12:12-19
Main Point: People welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as their King.
Key Passage: Romans 6:9
Big Picture Question: Who saves us from our sin? Only Jesus saves us from sin.

KIDS Worship 

Countdown
Introduce the session (2 min.)
Giant timeline (1 min.)
Big picture question (1 min.)
Tell the Bible story (10 min.)
Christ connection (option)
Group demonstration (5 min.)
Review (4 min.)
Key passage (5 min.)
Group game (5–10 min.)
Sing and offering (3–12 min.)
Missions (6 min.)
Announcements (2 min.)
Prayer (2 min.)
Additional idea 

Leader BIBLE STUDY
The Sunday before Easter is Palm Sunday—the day Jesus entered Jerusalem as the King of kings the week of Passover. Many of God’s people traveled to Jerusalem for Passover. Jesus and His disciples traveled to Jerusalem as well. Near Bethphage (BETH fayj) and Bethany near the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples ahead into a village.
 
Jesus told them, “You will find a young donkey tied there. No one has ever sat on it. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone says to you ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’” Jesus would fulfill Zechariah’s prophecy: “Look, your King is coming to you … humble and riding on a donkey” (Zech. 9:9).
 
Jesus made a spectacular entrance into the city. He rode a donkey, and people laid branches and their robes on the ground in front of Him. The people welcoming Jesus into Jerusalem believed He was the promised Messiah, but they expected Him to overthrow Roman oppression and set up an earthly throne. Jesus sent a different message.
 
The next day, Jesus entered the temple and turned over the tables of the money changers and those selling doves. Jesus referred to Isaiah 56:7, declaring that His kingship would not just be over the Jews but over all people. While Jesus was in the temple, He healed the blind and the lame. Jesus’ actions declared, “I am not just your King; I am also your God” (Isa. 35:4-6).
 
Finally, the priests and the scribes heard the children in the temple worshiping Jesus as their King. “Do You hear what these children are saying?” they asked. Jesus replied, quoting Psalm 8:2. Jesus gladly received their praise because He was worthy of their praise. Jesus is the Son of God who came to overthrow sin and set up an eternal throne. 
 
As you prepare for and celebrate Easter, help kids connect the dots between God’s promises of a Messiah and Jesus’ coming. Help them understand why Jesus came: to save the world from sin!


The BIBLE Story
Jesus’ Triumphal Entry
Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; John 12:12-19
It was time to celebrate Passover, a special time to remember how God had freed His people from slavery in Egypt. Many Israelites had traveled to Jerusalem to celebrate God’s amazing rescue.
Jesus and His disciples were among the people who traveled to Jerusalem. When they neared Bethphage (BETH fayj) and Bethany near the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of His disciples ahead into a village. “As soon as you enter the village,” Jesus told them, “you will find a young donkey tied there. No one has ever sat on it. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone says to you ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ”
The disciples did as Jesus asked. As they untied the donkey, its owners asked why. “The Lord needs it,” they said. Then they brought the donkey to Jesus, threw their robes onto the donkey, and helped Jesus get onto it. People spread their robes along the road for Jesus, and others spread palm branches cut from the fields.
The whole crowd praised God with a loud voice for all the miracles they had seen. “Hosanna!” they said. “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” The word hosanna means “save now.” The people welcomed Jesus as their promised King. They hoped He would save them from the Romans.
Some religious leaders asked Jesus to tell His disciples to be quiet. Jesus answered, “If they did not praise Me, the rocks would praise Me!”
While Jesus was in the temple complex, people who were blind and people who were lame came to Him. Jesus healed them. The blind and lame would not have been allowed to worship in the temple. 
Other religious leaders saw Jesus’ miracles and heard the children saying, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” They were very angry and asked Jesus, “Do You hear what these children are saying?” They were saying Jesus is a king.
“Yes,” Jesus told them. The writer of the Psalms had said, “You have prepared praise from the mouths of children and nursing infants.”
Jesus left them and went to the town of Bethany to spend the night.

Christ Connection: During Jesus’ triumphal entry, the people welcomed Him as King. Jesus was the Messiah spoken about by the prophet Zechariah: “Look, your King is coming to you; He is righteous and victorious, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9). One day, Jesus will return to earth on a white horse as King over everything. (Revelation 19:11)
Bible Storytelling Tips

Animate the art: Choose a volunteer to hold the Bible story picture and walk it slowly across the room as you tell the story. 
Call for response: When you talk about the crowd praising God, call for kids to shout together, “Hosanna!”
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room decorations
Theme Background Slide (optional)


 Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Add Easter elements to your current theme. Decorate the room with palm branches. Place in the center of the room a wooden cross that you can decorate each week.
countdown video

Countdown
 Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to end as worship time begins. 
leader attire
bridle

 Introduce the session (2 min.)
[Mary enters, dressed in khaki shorts and a collared shirt with a “Trailblazers” blazer. She is carrying a bridle, trying to make sure it’s not tangled.]
Mary • Let’s see here … This strap needs to be here … there we go! Now we can get the donkeys ready to go.
[John comes in looking a bit unsure.]
John • Did you say donkey? I’m not sure about this hike. Do donkeys bite? What if I fall off?
 Mary • Don’t worry so much, John. I promise you that this hike will be worth it. Riding on a donkey will take some getting used to, but it’s safer to ride for a good chunk of the trail. 
John • I don’t know …
Mary • Which one of us is the Trail Master? 
John • [laughing] OK, OK, good point. If you say it’s safer, I trust you. 
Mary • Plus, how cool will it be to ride a donkey through the canyon trail while hearing about Jesus’ famous donkey ride?
John • Jesus rode a donkey? When? That surprises me. Are you sure it wasn’t a huge stallion? 
Mary • I’m positive! Jesus rode a donkey when He entered Jerusalem.
Big Picture Question Poster

Big picture question (1 min.)
John • Oh yeah! I remember this story. It’s a great one. Before we get into it, I think we should remember the important question this story helps us answer.
Mary • Which question is that?
John • Who saves us from our sin?
Mary • That really is an important question. [to kids] Do any of you think you know the answer? [Allow responses.] Good job! That’s right. Only Jesus saves us from sin.

Giant Timeline or Big Story Circle

 Giant timeline (1 min.)
Mary • This is such an important question all the time, but especially around Easter. I heard that you all have been learning so many amazing stories about the early church and why God wanted them to obey His commands, but we’re going to take a break for a couple weeks to go back to the most important event in history: When Jesus saved us from sin. [Point to the Bible stories from the “Jesus the Savior” unit.] Our story today takes place the week before Jesus was arrested. It’s called “Jesus’ Triumphal Entry.”
Bibles, 1 per kid
“Jesus’ Triumphal Entry” video (optional)
Bible Story Picture Poster
Main Point Poster
Tell the Bible story (10 min.)
Open your Bible to Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; or John 12:12-19. Use the Bible storytelling tips provided with the Bible story script to help you tell the story, or watch the Bible story video “Jesus’ Triumphal Entry.”
Mary • You know, on a canyon trail ride, we often use donkeys instead of horses because they are smaller and can fit under rocky overhangs or between narrow corridors of stone. Jesus had a different reason for riding a donkey when he entered Jerusalem.
John • The animal Jesus chose to ride on showed that He was a different kind of King. Most earthy kings would have ridden in on a big, powerful warhorse surrounded by their armies. Jesus rode in on a young donkey surrounded by His disciples. 
Mary • The people in Jerusalem were excited when Jesus came into the city. They cheered, waved palm branches, and even laid their coats in the dirt for Jesus to travel over. They were showing Jesus honor and respect because they wanted Him to rule over them. People welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as their King, but they expected an earthly king. They wanted to be free from the Roman Empire, which controlled Israel at that time. However, Jesus came to destroy bigger enemies than the Romans—sin and death. 
John • How do you think the people reacted when they started to see that Jesus wasn’t planning to be the earthly conqueror they wanted? [Allow responses.]
When the people saw that Jesus wasn’t planning to defeat Rome and bring back the Kingdom of Israel, they turned on Jesus. On Palm Sunday they shouted “Hosanna,” which means “save now,” but less than a week later, many of those same people shouted “Crucify Him!” 
Tip: Consider using your Bible and the gospel poster provided to explain to kids how to become a Christian. Anytime you invite kids to respond in a large group setting, make sure you have counselors available to speak with kids individually to answer questions.
 Christ Connection
Mary • During Jesus’ triumphal entry, the people welcomed Him as King. Jesus was the Messiah spoken about by the prophet Zechariah: “Look, your King is coming to you; He is righteous and victorious, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9). 
John • Jesus came to earth the first time to live a perfectly obedient life and die a death that we deserved. He rose again, proving that His death made the way for us to have forgiveness. One day, Jesus will return to earth on a white horse as King over everything. (Revelation 19:11) On that day, Jesus will fix everything broken about the world and restore the earth to the way God made it to be.

globe

Group demonstration (5 min.)
John • You know, one part of the story that really stood out to me was the part where the Pharisees wanted Jesus to tell the children to stop praising Him. 
Mary • Jesus did not try to stop them because He knew that He deserves all the praise. He is God’s Son. He is worthy of praise both because of who He is and because of what He did for us by dying on the cross.
John • I have an idea to help us understand what the Bible says about our sin after we trust in Jesus!
Show the globe to the kids. Place your finger on the globe at the location representing where your church meets. Trace your finger north toward the North Pole. Stop and ask the kids what happens if you keep moving your finger in the same direction. Turn the globe around to show them that now your finger is moving down towards the South Pole. Although you did not change your finger’s direction, you have begun moving it southwards on the other side. 
Next, place your finger back on the location representing where your church meets. Trace your finger east around the world, spinning the globe as needed. Ask the kids if there is ever a point where your finger has changed direction. Point out that no matter how long you move east, you will still be moving east.
John • The Bible tells us that God removes our sin as far from us as the east is from the west. It’s interesting that the Bible doesn’t say as far as the north is from the south. 
Mary • I see what you mean. If we go north far enough, we reach the furthest north point in the world, the North Pole. After that, we can’t go further north, we can only go south. North and south have limits.
John • When you travel east or west, you can return to the place you started after circling the earth, but you won’t be changing direction. You can travel east forever and ever.
Mary • So when the Bible says our sins are as far away from us as the east is from the west, that means they are further than we can imagine. They are forever away from us. That is a big part of why Jesus deserves our praise. He’s the One who made the way for our sin to be taken away.
John • Let’s praise Him. I’ll shout “Hosanna to the Son of God!” and you repeat it as loud as you can! 
Shout “Hosanna to the Son of God,” and then encourage the kids to respond by shouting it too. Go back and forth a few times.
Review (4 min.)
Mary • Let’s see if you remember our Bible story. If you know the answer to a question, stand up and cheer “hosanna.” The first one to do so gets to answer the question.
Ask the following questions:
Where was Jesus traveling to? (Jerusalem, Matt. 21:10)
What does hosanna mean? (“Save now.”)
What did people put in the road to honor Jesus as He rode into Jerusalem? (robes and leafy branches, Mark 11:8)
If the people didn’t praise Him, what did Jesus say would have cried out to Him? (stones, Luke 19:40)
What did Jesus do when He reached the temple complex? (healed people who were blind and lame, Matt. 21:14)
Who shouted “Hosanna to the Son of David” in the temple? (children, Matt. 21:15)
What does this story teach me about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, or the gospel?
What does the story teach me about myself? 
Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for God’s glory and my good?
Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they help me trust and love God? 
How does this story help me to live on mission better?
Who saves us from sin? Only Jesus saves us from sin.
Key Passage Poster
Bibles
“Romans 6:9” song

 Key passage (5 min.)
John • I’ve got just the right key passage for our time talking about Palm Sunday and Easter. Check this out!
Read Romans 6:9 and encourage the kids to read along in their Bibles. Display the key passage poster for kids to read. You may also sing the key passage song.
Mary • Way to go. Work hard to memorize this important message so you can share the good news about Jesus with others this week!
You may also sing the key passage song.
 Group game (5–10 min.)
Free me
Explain that the kids are going to play a game. One kid will be Sin and another kid will be Jesus. You will secretly, silently choose who will be each person by gently tapping a child’s shoulder while all the kids have their eyes closed. When you give kids the command to open their eyes, they will walk silently around the room. If kids make eye contact with Sin, Sin will blink twice and they must freeze. They must remain frozen until Jesus makes eye contact with them and winks. Both Jesus and Sin must be as discreet as possible. After a few minutes, stop the game, invite kids to guess who was Jesus and who was Sin. Play again as time allows, choosing new kids to play the two roles each round. 
Mary • The Bible tells us that we are all sinners. Our sin holds us captive, and there is nothing we can do to free ourselves. Who can save us from our sins? [Encourage kids to shout the answer.] Only Jesus can save us from sin.
“Wonderful” song and other songs of your choice
 Sing and offering (3–12 min.)
John • As Jesus entered Jerusalem that day, the people cheered for Him. They worshiped Him for who He was. As we worship Him through song and giving today, let’s have the same excitement and joy as those who welcomed Him many years ago.
Sing “Wonderful.” Choose other songs as time allows.
Song suggestions: 
“Wonderful” song (unit theme)
“This Is the Moment” song
“Jesus Paid It All (Whiter Than Snow)” song
“A Way for Us” song
“It Had to Be” song
“Prayer for Jerusalem” missions video
“Missions Prayer Cards” printables, 1 per kid
 Missions (6 min.)
Mary • Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey and the people welcomed Him as King. One day He will return on a white horse as King over everything. That is why we must tell everyone about King Jesus. Let’s see how these missionaries are sharing that truth with people in their region.
Show the missions video “Prayer for Jerusalem.”
John • Remember that we can be a part of God’s mission right where we live. When we tell our friends and neighbors about Jesus, we are kind of like missionaries! We can be on mission without going away to a new place.
Announcements (2 min.)
John • OK, so I have some announcements for you. I am just going to read them off. 
Mary • That’s so boring, John. People welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as King by cheering and shouting His praise. So let’s cheer out today’s announcements. 
Mary goes first with the first announcement and John finally catches on and follows her lead. Make any announcements from your kids’ ministry.
Prayer (2 min.)
John • This great news of King Jesus has given us much to be thankful for today. Let’s go to Him in prayer now.
Jesus, we praise You as King. We thank You that while we were still sinners You died for us. We know that only You can save us from our sins. God, help us know You as Lord and Savior. In Jesus’ name, amen.
 Additional idea
green construction paper
scissors
markers or pens
Palm leaves craft
Distribute to each kid a sheet of green construction paper. Help the kids to fold the paper in half. Next, kids should draw half a palm branch along the crease of the fold. When kids cut out their shape, they can unfold the paper to reveal a full palm branch.
John • People welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as King. They waved palm branches because they wanted Jesus to rule over them and free them from their enemies.
Mary • Later, those people turned on Jesus because they only saw half the picture. They knew Jesus was a king sent to save them, but they misunderstood what kind of King He is and what He would save them from. We praise Jesus because we can see the full picture. We know what Jesus has done for us, and we know from the Bible that He will come back and fix the world to be our perfect King forever.



