
The Gospel Project for Adults, Spring 2018 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 3 

 
Introduction: Help your group members connect with the major theme. 
 
Throughout history, men and women have used the Bible for their own means. The 
following is an excerpt from a speech by Adolph Hitler delivered in 1922:   
 

My feelings as a Christian point me to my Lord and Savior as a fighter. It 
points me to the man who once in loneliness, surrounded only by a few 
followers, recognized these Jews for what they were and summoned men to 
fight against them. … In boundless love as a Christian and as a man I read 
through the passage which tells us how the Lord at last rose in His might and 
seized the scourge to drive out of the Temple the brood of vipers and of 
adders. How terrific was His fight for the world against the Jewish poison! 

 

Say something like this to your group: “Note how easy it is for one to use the Bible 
to support their preconceived prejudices. What are some ways we do that today?”  
Have 2- 3 group members give their answers. 
 

[Source: Adolph Hitler, quoted in The Most Misused Verses in the Bible: 
Surprising Ways God’s Word Is Misunderstood by Eric J. Bargerhuff (Bethany 
House: Minneapolis, 2012), 15.] 
 
 
Part 1: Engage your group members with an article. 
 
In this section, the focus is on avoiding favoritism or partiality. In his excellent 
article “How to Find Contentment in a Discontented World,” Chip Ingram lists 
three ways a Christian can practically apply the gospel to gain victory over 
covetousness and in turn learn contentment. Write each of these on a separate 
three-by-five-inch card and divide your class into three groups. Hand each group a 
card with the appropriate biblical citation and give them five minutes to discuss the 
card. When they are done, have a representative from each group share their 
group’s insights with the class. 
  
The three points, taken from the article, are listed below: 
  



• Stop comparing yourself to others. “We do not dare to classify or 
compare ourselves with some who commend themselves” (2 Cor. 10:12). 
Don’t compare your house, body, spouse, etc., with what others have. When 
we do this we are without understanding. Instead of judging others’ motives 
or expectations, why don’t we just admire them instead.  

• Rejoice and give thanks in what you do have. “Give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thess. 
5:18). Instead of focusing on your circumstances or what you don’t have, 
think about what you do have—and thank God for it! Until God gives you 
something different, it’s His will for us to thank Him for the things we have 
today. 

• Share what you have to help others. “Give and it will be given to you” 
(Luke 6:38). Don’t put your hope in wealth, which is so uncertain. Put your 
hope in God because He richly provides things for you to enjoy. Do good 
with what God has given you and be willing to share it. And start doing it in 
the little things. Share your time, your money, and your stuff.1 

 
[Source: Chip Ingram, “How To Find Contentment in a Discontented World 
Retrieved,” Living on the Edge, June 27, 2013, http://livingontheedge.org/read-
blog/blog/2013/06/27/how-to-find-contentment-in-a-discontented-world.] 
 
 
Part 2: Check for application using the “Think-Pair-Share” technique. 
 
Say, “The world’s values often contradict biblical values.” Ask your group to think 
about this statement for a minute. 
 
Think-Pair-Share: Say something like the following: “Give an example where the 
world’s values have changed on an issue so that it now contradicts what the Bible 
says. Think for 30 seconds about this. Now I want you to discuss this in pairs with 
a person on your left or right who is not your spouse.” (Pause for 60 seconds.) Call 
on 3-4 pairs to share one idea. 
 
 
Part 3: Check for application using the “Think-Pair-Share” technique. 
 
In this section, the focus is on acting in a manner consistent with our future since 
the Lord will judge us all one day. Show your group members the video clip “What 
If There Were No Tomorrow?” from the movie Ground Hog Day (2 minutes, 40 



seconds). This clip is available on WingClips at http://www.wingclips.com/movie-
clips/groundhog-day/what-if-there-were-no-tomorrow.  
 
In the clip, the driver asks, “What if there were no tomorrow?” One of the 
passengers says, “That would mean there would be no consequences, we could do 
whatever we want.” Instruct your group members with the following words: 
“Think for 30 seconds about these statements. Now I want you to discuss your 
ideas with a person on your left or right who is not your spouse.” (Pause for 60 
seconds.) Call on 3-4 pairs to share one idea. 
 
 
Conclusion: Challenge for application. 
 
Throughout this lesson, we have been challenged to examine ourselves with regard 
to the application of the Word of God in our lives. As you read the Bible this week, 
ask God to give you one specific area of your life that He wants you to change 
through the application of His Word and then do it. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
The imagination is crucial when communicating with students. Too many times 
our lessons are packed with Bible facts that students can regurgitate but never seem 
to be able to apply in their lives. Warren Wiersbe states:  
 

While the responsibility for their disobedience is totally their own, the 
responsibility for making the proclamation of God’s truth exciting and 
personal rests with those of us who preach. The “hearers of the Word” can’t 
easily become “doers” if their “hearing” doesn’t become “seeing.” 

 
Seek to engage your students’ “seeing” through the use of stories and metaphors 
that stimulate their heads and hearts. 
 
 
[Source: Warren W. Wiersbe, Preaching and Teaching with Imagination: The 
Quest for Biblical Ministry (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1994), 61.] 
 


