
The Gospel Project for Adults, Winter 2017-18 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 10 
 
 
Introduction: Relate how multiple methods can achieve the same goal. 
 
Say something like the following: “There’s often one particular way we do things: you 
and I may differ in how we fold our shirts, fix our coffee, or read the paper, but we’re still 
doing the same thing.” Engage a few learners by discussing “new” ways they perform 
everyday activities that are different from the way they used to perform them or how they 
might perform them differently than someone else does. 
 
Say, “Just to get our minds going, let’s watch this video about nine ways to cut a 
watermelon.” Show the following video (3 minutes, 54 seconds): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CT-1JfOaP2g 
 
Then say something like this: “Just like there are many ways to do almost anything, Jesus 
can work in many ways. We’ll see that in the lives of three individuals Jesus encountered 
in today’s passage.” 
 
 
Points 1-2: Engage the discipline of listening. 
 
Point out that Acts 16:14 tells us that, “A God-fearing woman named Lydia…was 
listening.” Ask, “Who was she listening to? Who was truly speaking, giving Paul the 
words he spoke?” 
 
Ask, “Do you listen well to God?” Discuss different ways you’ve “heard” God speak 
through the Spirit: in worship, in prayer, in Bible study, or in listening to others teach or 
preach. 
 
Consider the tips given in this article, “10 Steps to Effective Listening”; share them with 
your group members as time allows: 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/womensmedia/2012/11/09/10-steps-to-effective-
listening/#73db019b3891 
 
As a group, discuss how some of these tips can help become better listeners of others and 
especially of God as He speaks in His Word and through people. Put in your own words 
something like the following: “Like Lydia, we can hear God and watch Him change us 
and our families when we take time to truly listen to Him.” 
 
 
Point 2: Acknowledge accurate predictions.  
 
Point out that the slave girl in Acts 16:16 “had a spirit by which she predicted the future.” 
Ask, “Do you ever remember someone predicting what would happen and being amazed 
that it came true?” Read some or all of the following predictions that actually came true: 
 
http://www.businessinsider.com/predictions-from-the-past-that-came-true-2013-9 
 
Say something akin to the following: “We can be certain that God alone knows the 
future; everyone else is just guessing. Though we don’t know exactly about this slave girl 
and her ability, we see clearly that God used His messengers to free her from her bondage 
and bring glory to Him.” 



Conclusion: Cultivate an intentional mindset.  
 
Say something like this: “Paul probably expected to share Jesus with people who were 
worshiping; he probably didn’t expect to share Jesus with a fortune-telling slave girl or a 
jailer.”  
 
Ask group members the following question: “Are we looking for opportunities—
expected or not—to share the gospel with people we encounter?”  
 
Read aloud the following article, “Taking the Gospel to Unexpected Places”: 
http://www.boundless.org/blog/taking-the-gospel-to-unexpected-places/ 
 
Encourage learners to consider the mission field around them each and every day, 
praying that God would help them see people the way He sees them so that they will be 
motivated to engage others in conversation about the gospel. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Practice “unloading” your burdens before you spend time with God daily in private 
worship and Scripture study. Unload your worries by lifting them to God in prayer. 
Unload your guilt by confessing your sins and accepting Jesus’ forgiveness. Unload your 
shortcomings by trusting that God’s strength is most evident in our weakness.  
 


