**Note to leaders: Use the tweets, status updates, and emails included in this document to keep parents informed of the Bible learning that their children are experiencing in the Gospel Project for Kids. Choose a method that works best for your church.**

Unit 31, Session 1: Paul Confronted Peter

TWEETS
Only Jesus saves. God accepts people who have faith in Jesus, not people who try to earn salvation on their own. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 134 Characters)

Peter was wrong to separate himself from the Gentiles, and Paul confronted Peter. The gospel is for everyone. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 131 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
Peter was wrong to separate himself from the Gentiles. The gospel is for everyone, and we should show love to everyone. Paul reminded Peter that only Jesus can save people from sin. God accepts people who have faith in Jesus, not people who try to earn salvation on their own.

E-MAIL
Unit 31, Session 1: Paul Confronted Peter

Dear Parents,

Peter—one of Jesus’ original disciples—had grown up in a culture where the Jews believed that God only cared about them, not the Gentiles or non-Jews. 
Most of the Jews looked down on the Gentiles and refused to even associate with them because Jews believed Gentiles were unclean; Gentiles didn’t live the right way to please God. Any Jew who did associate with Gentiles did so at the risk of being ridiculed by his own people.

After Jesus’ resurrection and ascension, God shared with Peter that He loved not only the Jews, but the Gentiles as well. (Acts 10:9-16) Peter took to heart this message from God and began associating with Gentiles, even eating with Gentile believers. That is, until some Jewish believers came around. When he was among Jews, Peter did not eat with the Gentiles and even told them they were supposed to follow certain Jewish laws. But he knew that was not true! Peter also led Barnabas, known for encouraging believers and bringing them together, into acting the same way.

When the apostle Paul learned about this, he confronted Peter in person. Paul reminded Peter that they both knew that God accepts people not based on how they live but by faith. (Rom. 3:21-22) Peter’s actions contradicted that core gospel message. 

Paul shared this story with the believers in Galatia (a major province of Rome in modern Turkey) to remind them—and us—of the same truth. Salvation is not based on ethnicity or external obedience to the law. Salvation comes from faith in Jesus Christ, a faith that is freely available to people of every tongue, tribe, and nation. 

Peter was wrong to separate himself from the Gentiles. The gospel is for everyone, and we should show love to everyone. Paul reminded Peter that only Jesus can save people from sin. God accepts people who have faith in Jesus, not people who try to earn salvation on their own.

As you talk to your kids this week, encourage them not to wonder if they have what it takes to be saved. Salvation is found in Jesus. Remind them that because God loves all people, we—in Jesus—can love all people too.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
God helps us obey Him.

	God loves people and sent Jesus to save them.
	Paul told Peter that only Jesus can obey God all the time.
	Jesus loves us and gave Himself for us.

	Preschool
Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey because God loves us.
	Paul wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone.
	Kids
Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience is our response to God’s love for us.
	Paul wrote that we are saved through faith in Jesus alone.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	Galatians 2:20

NEXT WEEK 

	“The Church Was Divided” (1 Corinthians 1:10-31)





Unit 31, Session 2: The Church Was Divided

TWEETS
Jesus saves sinners. Because of Jesus and what He has done, believers can humbly come together as one body #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 128 Characters)

The church in Corinth was divided, but Paul told believers i to come together because of the gospel of Jesus. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content -131 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
Paul told believers in the Corinthian church to come together because of the gospel of Jesus. He reminded them that Jesus saves sinners. Because of Jesus and what He has done, believers can humbly come together as one body.

E-MAIL
Unit 31, Session 2: The Church Was Divided

Dear Parents,

Paul helped start the church in Corinth, a city in southern Greece, during his second missionary journey. Corinth was known for its wickedness. If any city needed a church, this was it. Paul remained in Corinth for about 18 months and then continued traveling to share the gospel and plant more churches.

Six years later, Paul received word from Chloe, a believer in Corinth, that the church there was struggling. The church was fractured and openly engaging in various sins. Some believers were even denying the resurrection! This news surely troubled Paul, so he sat down to write a letter to the church.

One of the first issues Paul addressed was the church’s division. Even if he could help resolve the other issues, a divided church would never be healthy and impact the city the way it needed to. According to Chloe’s report, several factions had formed in the church. Some claimed to follow Paul. Others Apollos. Others Peter. And some even claimed to follow Jesus, which wasn’t as good as it sounded. This group was most likely simply trying to sound more spiritual than the others. 

Paul told the Corinthian believers that they should not be divided; they should all be one because of their shared faith in Jesus. Jesus isn’t divided, and He alone died on the cross for them. Paul’s message was clear: the gospel does not divide believers, it unites them.

Paul told believers in the Corinthian church to come together because of the gospel of Jesus. He reminded them that Jesus saves sinners. Because of Jesus and what He has done, believers can humbly come together as one body.

We all—our kids included—are experts in finding ways to divide ourselves. Sin and selfishness divide, but Jesus and the gospel unite. God designed the church to show what true unity among a beautifully diverse people looks like. This week, pray that the message Paul shared with the Corinthian believers takes root in your heart and in the hearts of your kids. Pray that God would break down the barriers we create and bring your kids together as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
God helps us obey Him.

	Paul wrote a letter to the church in Corinth.
	Paul told the people to be kind to one another.
	Jesus helps us know about God.

	Preschool
Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey because God loves us. 
	Paul wrote that Christians should work together.
	Kids
Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience is our response to God’s love for us.
	Paul wrote that Christians are joined together by faith in Jesus.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	Galatians 2:20

NEXT WEEK 

	“The Church Showed Favoritism” (James 2:1-13)




Unit 31, Session 3: The Church Showed Favoritism

TWEETS
Jesus commanded believers to love one another. Because of Jesus’ great mercy to us, we can show mercy to others. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 134 Characters)

Believers in the church treated some people with favoritism; James said they were wrong. We must love one another. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 136 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
When believers in the early church treated some people as better than others, James told them they were wrong. He reminded them that Jesus commanded believers to love one another. Because He has shown great mercy to us, we can show mercy to others.

E-MAIL
Unit 31, Session 3: The Church Showed Favoritism

Dear Parents,

During Jesus’ earthly ministry, many Jews struggled to believe that Jesus was indeed the Messiah, the Son of God. This included James, Jesus’ half-brother. But after Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus appeared to James, and at last James believed. James later became the leader of the church in Jerusalem—a vital role in the early, growing church. 

The early church was comprised mostly of Jewish believers. That makes sense because of the church’s origin in Israel but also because that was the mission Jesus gave: start with the Jews and spread out from there. James wrote a letter to these Jewish believers who were scattered around the region, helping them understand how their new faith in Jesus should frame how they live. 

James told his fellow believers that one way they could live out the gospel was by not showing favoritism. James used an example of how a church might show favoritism to a wealthy man over a poor man who came to a meeting. 

The natural response might be to treat the wealthy man better, but James told the believers that God does not show favoritism. God has treated all people—rich and poor—the same: generously with the gospel. God’s kindness toward us should cause us to want to treat others with similar love, generosity, and equality. 
 
When believers in the early church treated some people as better than others, James told them they were wrong. He reminded them that Jesus commanded believers to love one another. Because He has shown great mercy to us, we can show mercy to others.

This week’s session is a great follow-up to last week’s. Your kids may think that being united is just a matter of getting along with one another and not fighting. But God’s heart is for us to be united far more deeply. Help your kids see that the gospel should compel them to treat one another in the same way—with the same love, mercy, and grace shown to us by Jesus.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
God helps us obey Him.

	James wrote a letter to the believers.
	James said to treat all people with kindness.
	Jesus loves us so we can love others.
	Preschool
Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey because God loves us. 
	James tells us to love others because Jesus loves us.
	Kids
Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience is our response to God’s love for us.
	James calls us to treat people with mercy because Jesus shows us mercy.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	Galatians 2:20

NEXT WEEK 

	“Jesus’ Triumphal Entry” (Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; John 12:12-19)




Unit 31, Session 4: Love One Another

TWEETS
Love is an action. Jesus showed God’s love for us when He died on the cross to rescue people from sin. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 124 Characters)

John wrote a letter about the importance of showing love. Love is more than feelings or words—it is an action. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 132 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
John wrote a letter to teach believers in the church about the importance of showing love. Love is more than feelings or words—it is an action. Jesus showed God’s love for us when He died on the cross to rescue people from sin.

E-MAIL
Unit 31, Session 4: Love One Another

Dear Parents,

The apostle John had been one of Jesus’ closest friends. Along with Peter and James, John was part of the innermost core of Jesus’ disciples. John even referred to himself in his Gospel as “the one whom Jesus loved.”

It is not surprising that 50 years after Jesus returned to heaven, John wrote a letter to help believers understand who Jesus is. At the center of John’s message was one key theme: love. 

John wrote that God is love, and if believers truly love God, then we will love one another. Our love for one another should be so deep that we are willing to lay down our lives for one another just as Jesus did for us. It is this deep, genuine love that will cause the world to understand the reality of the gospel. 

Love is misunderstood and distorted in our culture today, and your kids may have been impacted by this in some way. Your kids may see love as just a feeling, as something temporary, or as something that has to be earned. This session is the perfect opportunity to expose the world’s myths about love and remind your kids of the truth about God’s love.

Remind kids that Jesus’ love for them is unconditional and unending. It is not just a feeling. Jesus’ love for us is proven by His death on the cross to rescue them from sin. We can love others because God loved us first.

John wrote a letter to teach believers in the church about the importance of showing love. Love is more than feelings or words—it is an action. Jesus showed God’s love for us when He died on the cross to rescue people from sin.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
God helps us obey Him.

	John wrote a letter to the church.
	John said Jesus’ followers show love to other people.
	We love others because Jesus loves us.
	Preschool
Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey because God loves us. 
	John wrote that Christians should love one another.
	Kids
Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience is our response to God’s love for us.
	John wrote that others will know we are Christians because we love one another.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	Galatians 2:20

NEXT WEEK 

	“Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders” (1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; 
Titus 2:11-14)




Unit 31, Session 5: Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders

TWEETS
Church leaders serve the church by following the example of Jesus, who served us by dying on the cross for our sins. #thegospelprojectkids
(Christ Connection - 138 Characters)

Paul gave Timothy and Titus advice to help them—and all church leaders—know how to lead God’s people. #thegospelprojectkids
(Content - 123 Characters)

STATUS UPDATE
Paul wrote to give Timothy and Titus advice and to help all church leaders know how to lead God’s people. Church leaders help believers know what is true, and they serve the church by following the example of Jesus, who served us by dying on the cross for our sins.

E-MAIL
Unit 31, Session 5: Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders

Dear Parents,

As the early church expanded outside Jerusalem, new churches were planted in various cities. Each church needed godly leaders to help it grow and stay true to the gospel. Paul understood this need, which is why he wrote letters to some of the leaders in the church. Two of these leaders were Timothy and Titus. Timothy was Paul’s friend. He had traveled with Paul and helped him. Now Timothy was a leader at the church in Ephesus.

Titus was a Gentile believer. He had traveled with Paul too. Now Titus was on the island of Crete to help train more church leaders. Paul wrote to give Timothy and Titus advice, and he gave instructions for all the church leaders.

Paul warned Timothy and Titus that being a leader was difficult at times, but God had chosen them to be leaders. Their role as leaders put them in a position to serve God. Paul hoped that recognizing this would help them persevere and live in a way that pleased Christ. 

As you share with your kids this week, help them see the value in God’s gift of church leaders. Look for ways to support your leaders so that your kids value them, love them, and respect them. Consider ways your family can encourage your leaders. 

At the same time, emphasize that God is at work in your kids and that they too might be leaders in the church one day—perhaps one day soon. Help your kids see that being a leader is a great privilege to help point others to the gospel. 

Finally, be sure that your kids understand that church leaders do not lead on their own. All church leaders follow the leadership of Jesus, who was a servant-leader to us. He gave His life so that we could be forgiven of our sin.  

Paul wrote to give Timothy and Titus advice and to help all church leaders know how to lead God’s people. Church leaders help believers know what is true, and they serve the church by following the example of Jesus, who served us by dying on the cross for our sins.

Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
	Babies and Toddlers
God helps us obey Him.

	Timothy and Titus were church leaders.
	Paul wrote letters to encourage them.
	We can tell about Jesus even when it is hard.
	Preschool
Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey because God loves us. 
	Paul told church leaders to teach God’s Word.
	Kids
Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience is our response to God’s love for us.
	Paul encouraged church leaders to teach God’s Word..

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
	Galatians 2:20

NEXT WEEK 

	“Children of God” (Romans 8:12-39)




