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Introduction: Cite some villains who turn good. 
 
Ask the following question: “Who are some of your favorite villains in 
movies?”  
 
After providing a few moments for answers, follow up with these questions: 
“What about villains who had a change of heart? Can you think of any 
villains who, by the end of the movie, TV series, or book, would be 
considered a morally good character overall?”  
 
Use the information from the following article, “It's good to be bad: Movie 
villains that turn good in the end,” for some examples: 
http://beta.latimes.com/entertainment/movies/la-et-mn-movie-villains-go-
good-20160803-snap-htmlstory.html 
 
Read the following from the Summary in the Leader Guide (page 94): 
“Paul’s story reminds us how God can transform even the hardest of hearts 
and what it looks like to become a converted, called messenger of the God 
who sends us on mission with His Son.”  
 
Like a villain turned good, Paul’s story is a classic example of how God uses 
even our evil past for good. 
 
 
Point 1: Highlight a grand collision.  
 
After discussing how God “collided” with Paul’s path, say something like 
the following: “Did you know scientists discovered a massive collision in 
space last August? Two neutron stars collided hundreds of millions of light 
years away.” Then show the video of an artist’s rendering of the event at the 
following link: 
 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/gravitational-waves-star-
collision-crash-ligo-einstein-picture-image-illustration-
a8004391.html#gallery 
 
Put this into your own words: “We know that our God created the heavens 
and the earth. We know that He is infinitely more powerful than any other 
force in the universe. So if two of His creations collide and create such a 
massive explosion, how might we look differently at how God collides with 
humanity? How can we more fully marvel at the fact that God chose to 
collide with Paul? With us?’ 



 
Point 2: Point out some biblical parallels and apply them.  
 
Draw attention to Ananias’s response to the Lord at hearing His voice, “Here 
I am, Lord” (Acts 9:10). Ask, “Can you think of any other instances in 
Scripture when God called the name of His servants and they responded 
similarly?”  
 
Guide learners to look up the following passages: Genesis 22:1,11; 31:11; 
46:2; Exodus 3:4; 1 Samuel 3:4-10; Isaiah 6:8.  
 
Ask group members the following questions: “Has God called you? Has He 
pointed you in a direction, given you a passion, or helped you see a need that 
you can meet? Have you said to Him, like Paul and all these others, ‘Here I 
am, Lord?’ ”    
 
 
Conclusion: State the relevance for the church’s mission.  
 
Say something like this: “You likely know this story, but what is its 
relevance today?”  
 
Engage learners in discussing the different ways we, like Paul, collide with 
Christ, are called to follow and obey, and have a purpose to spread the 
gospel everywhere we go. 
 
State this: “There are people all over the world who are hearing the call of 
Jesus and obeying. Watch this video and consider how your eyes can be 
opened to His call for your life, too.” 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Don’t back away from truth in this lesson. God can and will use anyone—
from any background, with any history. Challenge learners to not consider 
anyone as too far gone; Jesus might be reaching out to them even now.   
 


