
The Gospel Project for Adults, Winter 2017-18 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 4 
 
 
Introduction: Make an analogy.  
 
Bring three different items from home that need electricity in order to 
work—or you could use items that are already in the room, such as a coffee 
maker, a computer, or a fan in the room. Spend a few minutes asking what 
function each item performs and what would happen without the electricity 
required to perform its function.  
 
If you want to learn a little background on electricity, read this article: 
https://www.universetoday.com/82402/who-discovered-electricity/ 
 
Say something like the following: “These items were made to be 
empowered. And do you know what else is made to be empowered? 
Followers of Jesus.”  
 
Then open with prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to reveal how His power 
works in us. 
 
 
Point 1: Consider the Spirit’s work in Stephen.  
 
Invite several volunteers to read Acts 6:8 and 6:10 aloud from a variety of 
translations. Write the following words on a board or large piece of paper: 
 

• Full 
• Grace 
• Power 
• Wisdom      

 
Use the following link to dig deeply into each of these Greek words: 
https://www.blueletterbible.org/nasb/act/6/1/ss1/s_1024001 
 
Or, consider the following definitions: 
 

• Full: complete, covered over 



• Grace: that which affords joy, pleasure, delight, sweetness, charm, 
loveliness; favor 

• Power:(dynamis) :literal or figurative force, inherent power or used 
power 

• Wisdom: broad and full intelligence; can apply to the wisdom that 
belongs to men or supreme intelligence, particularly that which is of 
God and embodied in Jesus 

 
After looking deeply at each of these words, ask, “What impact did the Spirit 
have on Stephen? How was the Spirit evident to others?” 
 
 
Point 3: Discuss what it means to be “full of the Holy Spirit.”  
 
Point out that, according to Acts 7:55, Stephen was “full of the Holy Spirit.” 
Enlist a few volunteers to read the following passages that described others 
as being full of the Holy Spirit: Luke 4:1; Acts 6:5; and Acts 11:24. 
 
Have ready a pitcher of water, and empty cup, and a bin or bucket that can 
hold several gallons. Start to pour the water from the pitcher into the cup 
over the bucket. Say something like, “What happens when something is 
full?” Let the water spill out the sides of the cup and all over your hand, 
explaining, “It cannot be contained!” 
 
As a group, consider how each of you can live full of the Holy Spirit in your 
own lives, in each situation you find yourself. Challenge yourself and others 
not to confine the Spirit just to spiritual areas but to be full—and 
overflowing—with Him. 
 
For more information on this topic, read the article “The Steps to Being 
Filled with the Holy Spirit”:  
 
https://www.cru.org/us/en/train-and-grow/transferable-concepts/be-filled-
with-the-holy-spirit.7.html 
 
 



Conclusion: Build on an earlier illustration.  
 
Refer back to the items requiring power that you used in the Introduction 
activity. Say something like this: “Each of these items performs a totally 
different function, but they are all powered by the same source.” Plug in 
each one individually, showing it work, and then remark that each are 
powered by electricity.   
 
Explain the application of the demonstration like this: “We are like these 
things. We are also different. Our personalities, functions, talents, and acts 
of service are all varied but all powered by the Holy Spirit. He is our power 
source, and He is available to all of us.”  
 
If time permits, read aloud the following Tony Evans blog post, “Walking in 
the Spirt,” and discuss ways you as a group and as individuals can truly walk 
in the Spirit: 
 
http://tonyevans.org/walking-in-the-spirit/ 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Today’s discussion on the Holy Spirit’s empowerment is the tip of the 
iceberg. Challenge learners to continue the digging at home, or consider 
starting a group discussion over the coming weeks as a kick-start to the new 
year. 
 
 


