
The Gospel Project for Adults, Winter 2017-18 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 3 
 
 
Introduction: Provide an expected display of generosity.  
 
As everyone is arriving and visiting with one another, arrange for someone 
who is not normally part of your group to come in and unexpectedly give 
something to every person in the room. (For example, you might enlist a 
child or teenager and provide them with enough donuts, fresh-cut flowers, or 
homemade cards that say, “I love you” to give to each person.) 
 
Ask, “How does receiving generosity change your attitude? How often do 
you, personally, set out to be generous? Why should we, as followers of 
Jesus, be generous?” 
 
 
Point 1: Point to a sacrificial display of generosity.  
 
After discussing the fact that Jesus’ words in Mark 3 revealed that He was 
humbling Himself, read the following article, “Kenyan Athlete Helps 
Chinese Man With No Hands Drink Water,” and show the picture associated 
with it: http://sfglobe.com/2015/06/02/kenyan-athlete-helps-chinese-man-
with-no-hands-drink-water/ 
 
The ask this question: “When have you seen someone humble themselves 
for you? How are humility and generosity related?” 
 
 
Point 2: Measure yourself by Jesus, not others.   
 
Help learners assess their own generosity by comparing it not to others but 
to Jesus. 
 
Read aloud your favorite points and biblical passages from the following 
blog: http://www.richchristianpoorchristian.com/2010/04/gospel-of-jesus-
revolves-around_21.html 
 
Then ask these questions: “What strikes you about the amount in which 
Jesus mentioned money and possessions as recorded in the Gospels? What 
does this suggest about how pervasive money is as a convention in our lives? 
How can we know that we are giving out of generosity and not out of greed 
or other selfish reasons?”  
 
Point leaners to Matthew 5:3 and 6:1-4,19-24 as passages to consider as they 
meditate on these questions. 



Conclusion: Challenge for concrete application.  
 
Before leaving, carve out a 2-3 minutes to invite learners to offer concrete 
and specific ways they will live generously this week. Show the following 
video, “Kids decide between helping the Homeless or Ice Cream,” as a 
source of inspiration: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rksBNj1CsxA 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
For this lesson, don’t let anyone feel like they are “generous enough.” None 
of us will ever come close to the life-giving generosity of Jesus. Point out 
that we, like the early Christians, are called to live generously in response to 
Jesus’ substitutionary death and life-giving resurrection for us. 
 


