
The Gospel Project for Adults, Fall 2017  
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 11 
  
 
Introduction: Talk about an insightful biblical concept.  
 
Write the word priest on the board and ask your class members to share 
what images the word brings to their minds. Talk about how Christians serve 
as priests today. Point out that this relates to a longstanding theological 
principle called “the priesthood of believers.”  
 
Read the following quote from Herschel Hobbs to give class members more 
insight into its meaning: 
 

The priesthood of all believers involves both privilege and 
responsibility. The privilege is accepted, but too often the 
responsibility is rejected. … The privilege of priesthood means that 
every Christian may come face to face with God boldly with no 
mediator other than Christ. … The responsibility of priesthood 
involves every believer’s duty to witness to God’s saving work in 
Christ. 
 
[Source: Herschel Hobbs, What Baptists Believe (Nashville: B&H, 
1964), 71.] 

 
Remind class members that priests come to God on behalf of the people—
the privilege. But they also told the people about the message of God—the 
responsibility. Share that both are part of our calling as believers and that 
today’s lesson will help us learn more about the part that Hobbs believed 
was too often ignored. 
 
 
Point 1: Look deeper into the idea of authority.  
 
Write the word authority on the board or a large sheet of paper. Encourage 
class members to share what authority means to them. Talk about the 
different authority figures that we have in our lives each day.  
 
Explain that some translations use the word power instead of authority in 
verse 18. Point out that one with authority has been give the ability to use 
power in a way that advances a cause or project. Say, “That person also has 
the right to delegate that authority to others in certain settings.” 
 
Place learners into groups of 3-4 and direct them to discuss the following 
questions: 
 



• How did Jesus display His power and authority during His time on 
earth? 

• How was His authority before the resurrection different from 
authority after the resurrection? 

• Why did He delegate His power to His followers in verse 18? 
• What does that mean for our lives and for our responsibility to obey 

His commands? 
 
After a few minutes, allow a few volunteers to share their groups’ 
discussions about Jesus’ authority. Point out that Jesus always worked under 
the Father’s authority prior to the resurrection, but that the Father gave that 
authority and power to Him as the Risen King.  
 
Emphasize that any power that we have to fulfill Jesus’ commands comes 
from Him. So, we have to depend on Him. Say something like the following: 
“This should then encourage us to move out confidently because we have 
His authority and power at our disposal.” 
 
 
Point 2: Hear a testimony from a missionary.  
 
Prior to the Bible study, enlist a missionary—someone who has gone on 
several short-term mission trips or who has been involved with contributing 
to overseas missions for a while—to share with the class members. 
Encourage this person to share how he or she decided to become a 
missionary and how God put a particular people group or geographic 
location on his or her heart. 
 
Remind class members that Jesus challenged every believer to play a part in 
reaching the entire world. Say something akin to the following: “He calls 
some of us to career missions. For others, we can pray for people groups, 
give toward mission work, and go on short-term trips at home or abroad.” 
Note that most Americans don’t even have to leave the country in order to 
reach the world because so many immigrants have come to live with us. 
 
Direct class members to the International Mission Board’s daily prayer list: 
https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all. 
 
Encourage them to begin praying for the world using this tool and others like 
it—and to ask God how they can play a part in fulfilling His command to go 
and spread the gospel to the entire world. 
 
 



Point 3: Use a sandwich to explain the Great Commission.  
 
Bring a simple sandwich to class, complete with bread and some kind of 
meat in the middle. Say something like the following: “This might not look 
like much, but it’s really a great illustration for what Jesus was teaching His 
followers in Matthew 28.” 
 
Explain that the meat in the middle represents the mission—to go to the 
corners of the world and share Jesus with people. Note that when we think 
about evangelism, that’s naturally where out thoughts go. Then point out that 
Jesus said we don’t just go in the world; we also go with His authority. 
Remind class members of their discussion of verses 16-18. Share that this 
represents the top slice of bread in the sandwich. 
 
Encourage a volunteer to read Matthew 28:20 aloud. Then ask, “Based on 
this verse, what do you think the bottom slice of bread represents?” Discuss 
responses.  
 
Affirm that the second piece of bread illustrates Jesus’ presence in our lives. 
Point out that we never go into our ministry alone because He has promised 
to go with us. Add that this should be incredibly encouraging to us. 
 
Emphasize that while the meat of a sandwich is always important, the bread 
helps hold everything together. Say, “Sharing the gospel is the goal; but if 
we try to do it without His power and His presence, everything will fall 
apart. We’ll be left with a mess.” 
 
 
Conclusion: Nurture a heart for the world.  
 
Point out that one obstacle to fulfilling the Great Commission is thinking 
that some people are somehow “beyond” God’s help.  
 
Say this: “For one reason or another, we think people can go too far and 
forfeit any hope of salvation. But that’s not what Jesus said.” 
 
Note that while some may reject the message, this does not relieve our 
responsibility as messengers. Illustrate our responsibility with the following 
passage from C.S. Lewis’ sermon “The Weight of Glory”: 
  

It is a serious thing to live in a society of possible gods and goddesses, 
to remember that the dullest and most uninteresting person you talk to 
may one day be a creature which, if you saw it now, you would be 
strongly tempted to worship, or else a horror and a corruption such as 
you now meet, if at all, only in a nightmare. All day long we are, in 
some degree, helping each other to one or other of these destinations. 



It is in the light of these overwhelming possibilities, it is with the awe 
and the circumspection proper to them, that we should conduct all our 
dealings with one another, all friendships, all loves, all play, all 
politics. There are no ordinary people. You have never talked to a 
mere mortal.  
 
[Source: C.S. Lewis, “The Weight of Glory,” Theology, November 
1941, http://www.verber.com/mark/xian/weight-of-glory.pdf.] 

 
 
Highlight the idea that we are pushing people either toward God or away 
from Him each day by the way we treat others. Challenge class members to 
avoid putting labels on people and remember that none of us are “mere 
mortals.”  
 
Close by saying something like the following: “We are all creatures made in 
God’s image and in need of a Savior. And all of us who claim Christ are 
commanded to be His hands and feet.” 
 


