
The Gospel Project for Adults, Winter 2017-18 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 1 
 
 
Introduction: Use a device with illustrative power.  
 
Bring an electronic device that you use on a regular basis (perhaps a phone, 
computer, tablet, etc.). Talk about its amazing features, and if possible, 
demonstrate some of the things you do most with it. 
 
Say something like the following: “As great as this is, it’s worthless without 
power. If I don’t keep the battery charged, all that it’s created to do is lost.” 
 
Ask, “How are you like this electronic device? Where do you get your 
power?” 
 
Explain that in today’s lesson we’ll see that we, as individuals and as a 
group, are like that electronic device. 
 
 
Point 1: Think about a word.  
 
Ask, “What has happened recently in your life that you would describe as 
sudden?”  
 
Be the first to share something that happened suddenly to you or your 
family. Ask the group, “How is a situation changed when something 
happens suddenly? How might a suddenly occurring situation change how 
we respond?” 
 
Then direct learners’ attention to the word suddenly in verse 2.  
 
Share that this word is translated “without warning” (MSG) and “all at once” 
(NLV). 
 
Explain that the Greek word used here, ἄφνω, pronounced something like 
“aph-noh,” appears only three times in the Bible, all in the Book of Acts. 
Enlist a volunteer to read Acts 16:26 and 28:6, finding the word suddenly in 
each. Observe what you can learn about the Holy Spirit through this word. 
 
 
Point 2: Discuss the compulsion to act.   
 
Share a time when you were compelled to do something (e.g., speak up for a 
godly cause, help a child in need, or even save a turtle from the middle of 
the road).   



 
Say something like this: “We see in Acts 2:22-40 that Peter was compelled 
to speak the truth about Jesus. But let’s not miss why: the Holy Spirit 
compelled him.” As a group, find each time Peter mentions the Holy Spirit 
in those verses and observe His power in the Pentecost message. 
 
Ask, “When was the last time you were compelled to speak up for the truth 
of the gospel?”  
 
Instruct learners to share what they would hope their faith looks like and 
what stops them from living out their passion. Say, “You might think you’d 
never speak like Peter, but it’s the Holy Spirit in us who compels us to 
speak, act, and live out our faith.”  
 
Show the following video as a fun way to illustrate what it means to feel 
compelled to act in a certain way (3 minutes, 12 seconds): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3QivliBtpnY. 
 
 
Conclusion: Share wisdom from an experienced Christian teacher.  
 
Ask a few learners, “How should what we learned about the Holy Spirit 
today change how we live?”  
 
After a few have offered answers, read aloud the following quote from Billy 
Graham: 
 

The Holy Spirit indwells us. As you read this, you may realize that 
you are spiritually dead, overdosed on our hedonistic culture. God 
says, “I will put my Spirit in you. I will come to live in you.” Your 
body becomes the temple where God dwells by His Holy Spirit. That 
is the reason we should never take anything unclean into our bodies. 
That is the reason we should discipline our bodies. God loves your 
body. He doesn’t want it polluted by fleshly lusts and the things to 
which you give yourself. The Bible says, “Don’t you know that you 
yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?” (1 
Corinthians 3:16)…The Holy Spirit gives you power to serve 
Christ. “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8). I couldn’t do the work I am 
doing without the power of the Holy Spirit. I am a communicator of 
God’s message. He called me and gave me that gift. What counts is 
the message that—according to the Scripture—Christ died for our 
sins, He rose again. He is coming back again, and He is ready to come 
into your heart by the Holy Spirit and make you a new person. That is 
the Gospel. 
 



 
[Source: Billy Graham, “The Work of the Holy Spirit,” Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association, February 10, 2011, 
https://billygraham.org/story/the-work-of-the-holy-spirit.] 

 
Challenge learners to write down one action they will take this week in 
regard to the presence of the Holy Spirit in their lives. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
The Holy Spirit may seem mysterious to you and your group, which is a fair 
statement because He is mysterious. Nevertheless, we can affirm what 
Scripture communicates to us about Him and His work. Keep learners on 
track by reminding them that the Holy Spirit is necessary to our faith and He 
is our constant connection to God. 
 


