
SESSION 9

ONE CONVERSATION

Use the following thoughts and questions to have one spiritual conversation. You can pick and choose, use them all or just allow the statement 
to be your guide. The emphasis shouldn’t be about having all the answers, but simply having a conversation.

Scripture
Acts 15:1-35

1. Opening Statement
Begin your conversation by asking about this main point:

God calls us to proclaim the message that salvation is available through faith in Christ alone, not through works.
This main point is the biblical truth the student’s study was built around. Each week there will be one statement that ties the whole 
study together. These would be great statements to remember together. The hope is that thoughts and ideas will stem from these 
statements. You can also begin by sharing a thought of your own that you learned during your study of the same session. Ask what 
thoughts were surprising as the study was taught.

2. Thought From the Study
When Paul and Barnabas heard what the men were teaching, they confronted them and argued about this matter with them. The 
whole debate can be boiled down to the question of whether Jesus alone is sufficient for salvation, or if something else—such as 
circumcision in this case—was needed in addition.

 Y What are some issues we need to defend, like Paul and Barnabas defended the Gentiles’ salvation?

3. Quote for Discussion
Discuss this quote together. How does this change your understanding of a relationship with Jesus?

Many of us [in the church] are like porcupines trying to huddle together on a bitter cold night to keep each other warm, 
but we continually poke and hurt each other the closer we get. —Howard Hendricks

4. Conversation Questions
Use these questions to begin thinking through and applying the lessons to your family life: 

1. As a family, discuess the fact that salvation is by grace alone and we cannot work our way into it. Why is this so difficult to believe?
2.  What are some things that might tempt our family to rely on our own experiences to validate what God is doing? Why is it 

dangerous to do so?
3. As a family, discuss how you would respond to someone who claimed being a good person plus faith in Jesus is what saves a person?
4. How does the Scripture about the Jerusalem Council teach our family to handle conflict within the church?
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