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Introduction: Set the stage with a note from Paul.  

Encourage a class member to read 2 Timothy 2:2 aloud: “What you have 
heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, commit to faithful men 

who will be able to teach others also.” 

Use the following discussion questions to set the stage for today’s session on 
being a sent people: 

• How would you describe the main point of this verse? 
• What is the source of the message we are called to share? With whom 

are called to share that message? 
• What does “being sent” look like in our culture? 

Encourage another volunteer to read the Theological Theme for today’s 
session on page 74. Explain that today’s session is all about sending and 
being sent. Challenge learners to evaluate their own role in fulfilling Jesus’ 
plan by going where He sends us. 

 

Point 1: Contrast fear and peace.  

Refer to the “Further Commentary” from D. A. Carson on page 95. Read the 
following quote from Carson: “The world is powerless to give peace. … The 
world promises peace and waves the flag of peace as a greeting; it cannot 
give it.” 

Encourage class members to share their thoughts on this quote. Discuss why 
the world is powerless to provide genuine peace—and why Jesus is a 
superior source for peace that really matters.  

Draw two columns on the board or a large sheet of paper: “Fear” and 
“Peace.” Encourage learners to list the characteristics of fear and record 
them under the appropriate heading. Ask, “Where do you see that at work in 
today’s world?” 

Direct your students to list the qualities of the peace provided by Christ and 
record those in the proper column. Ask, “How does experiencing the peace 
of God through Christ affect our ability to go where Christ sends us?” 
Discuss responses. Emphasize that His peace allows us to move forward in 
confidence—wherever He sends us. 



  

Point 2: Dig deeper into the meaning of faith.  

Give each class member an index card and a pen. Say something like the 
following: “I’m going to give you 30 seconds to list as many things or 
people that you believe in even though you’ve never seen them with your 
eyes.” After learners have finished their work, allow them to share their 
responses. Write their answers on the board or a large sheet of paper.  

Ask, “If you’ve never seen any of these things or people, how do you know 
they exist?” Offer time for discussion.  

Encourage a volunteer to read John 20:20-21 again aloud. Point out that the 
disciples believed in Jesus’ resurrection because they saw Him, but we have 
a greater challenge because we have not seen Him with our eyes. 

Read Hebrews 11:1 aloud. Discuss how this definition of faith relates to 
being sent out by Jesus. Point out that while we have not seen Christ with 
our eyes, we are still sent by Christ to be His hands and feet.  

 

Point 3: Connect with a past experience.  

Ask learners to think about the following questions:  

• When have you needed to rely on the strength of another person to get 
something done?  

• How did that feel?  

Allow your class members about 30 seconds to think about the questions, 
then direct them to share their responses with someone seated next to them 
who isn’t their spouse. 

Share your own story and allow 2-3 volunteers to share their responses. 
Affirm that depending on others can be difficult. Say something like this: 
“We live in a culture that praises self-sufficiency and sees dependence as a 
weakness.” Encourage class members to consider how that logic runs 
counter to the teaching of Scripture. Say: “On one level, we are called to 
depend on one another within the body of Christ. But, even more, passages 
like John 20:22-23 remind us that we must depend on the Holy Spirit.” 

Point out that today’s first two points were on being sent in Jesus’ peace and 
with Jesus’ presence. Emphasize that we’re all sent in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Talk with class members about how the Spirit is a game-changer 
when it comes to doing what we are sent out to do. 



Conclusion: Use an object lesson to drive home application.  

Bring a chain to class and show it to your students. Remind them of the old 
cliché: “A chain is only a strong as its weakest link.” Discuss what that 
saying means and how it might relate to the idea of spreading the message of 
Christ to others.  

Encourage a volunteer to read 2 Timothy 2:2 again. Emphasize that we are 
all links in the chain that has spread the gospel from one generation to the 
next for roughly 2,000 years. Encourage learners to commit to being a strong 
link in the chain by going where they are sent in the world. 

 


