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Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 13 
 
 
Introduction: Point out the difference between hoaxes and the real thing. 
 
Read some of the highlights from this article about people who faked their 
own deaths: 
 
http://mentalfloss.com/article/67805/8-people-who-faked-their-own-deaths 
 
Say something like this: “There may be many reasons for a person to fake 
his or her death. But today’s story is no ruse.” Challenge learners to focus on 
Jesus’ humanity and His godliness in today’s passage. 
 
 
Point 1: Point out impatient tendencies in ourselves and in the culture. 
 
Ask the question “Do people in our society today struggle with waiting?” 
Read aloud some of the main points of the following article and discuss the 
impact of immediate gratification on your own lives: 
 
https://studybreaks.com/2017/03/23/instant-gratification/ 
 
Contrast our culture’s impatience with the following passages from 
Scripture: 
 
https://www.openbible.info/topics/waiting_on_god 
 
Ask, “What do God’s instructions to wait teach us? How is our patience with 
God contrasted with the patience of the world?” 
 
 
Point 4: Drive home how Jesus conquers death.   
 
Invite all learners to imagine the scene in John 11:38-44: the crowds, the 
lingering smell, the anticipation, and the grieving. Say something like this: 
“We know how this story ends; they didn’t. Consider their despair and 
hopelessness. Have you ever been in a similar situation?” 
 
Share some of this classic Billy Graham sermon from 1965 concerning 
Christ conquering death: 
 
https://billygraham.org/decision-magazine/april-2014/christ-has-conquered-
death/ 
 



Conclusion: Consider an obituary.  
 
Invite a few volunteers to consider what may have been written for 
Lazarus’s obituary. Then say something like, “We know Lazarus, though he 
was raised from the dead, also died again. How might his first obituary have 
differed from the second?” 
 
For inspiration, you may want to read this self-written obituary: 
 
http://www.sunnyskyz.com/blog/1788/This-Woman-s-Humble-And-Honest-
Self-Written-Obituary-Is-A-Must-Read-For-Everyone 
 
Say, “We will die. But each of our lives and our deaths have one focus: to 
glorify Jesus.” 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
This lesson is sometimes difficult for people who have recently experienced 
a difficult death of a loved one. Point to Jesus, the One who did not fear 
death but who sees it as “precious” (Ps. 116:15). 
 


