
The Gospel Project for Adults, Fall 2017 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 1 
 
 
Introduction: Engage their thinking by using “Think-Pair-Share” technique. 
 
Read the following excerpt to your group members:   
 

Giving to God and, in His name, to others, is not something that we do; it is 
the result of what we are. When the branch is receiving life from the Vine, it 
cannot help but give. The branch exists to give! For the branch, giving and 
living are synonymous. To live is to give; to give is to live. The believer 
cannot selfishly hold on to whatever material blessings God gives him. If he 
is abiding in the Vine, he cannot help but give. 

 
Ask your group members to think for 30 seconds about these statements. Say 
something like the following: “Now I want you to discuss your ideas with a person 
on your left or right who is not your spouse.” (Pause for 60 seconds.) Call on 3-4 
pairs to share one idea. 
 
[Source: Warren Wiersbe, Five Secrets of Living (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale, 
1978), 20-21.] 
 
 
Point 1: Think more deeply about a definition. 
 
State the following to your group: “Love is a word that has a variety of meanings.” 
 
Ask your group members to break into groups of 3-4 and identify five words or 
phrases that help to define what love means from a biblical perspective. (Pause for 
two minutes.) Call on one person from each group to share one idea with the 
group. 
 
Then read 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 aloud to them. Have them compare God’s 
description of love with theirs. What are the similarities? What are the differences?  
How does Mary demonstrate biblical love? 
 
 
 
 



Point 2: Check for understanding. 
 
Have a student read the following verses aloud:   
 

Nevertheless, many did believe in him even among the rulers, but because of 
the Pharisees they did not confess him, so that they would not be banned 
from the synagogue. For they loved human praise more than praise from 
God. (John 12:42-43) 

 
Then read the following excerpt from Our Daily Bread: 
 

Children enjoy being commended by parents, teachers, and others in 
authority. I saw this recently on the faces of boys and girls who were being 
publicly honored for their accomplishments in a youth program. 
 
Even adults like to receive the approval of people they respect. This built-in 
desire for praise is not wrong. Honest commendation can be very 
encouraging and can bring out the best in us. And the Bible tells us to look 
forward to the day when we will receive praise from God (1 Cor. 4:5). The 
problem, however, is that we often place more value on applause we receive 
from people in this life than on praise from God in the life to come. 
 
A teenage boy is on drugs today because he wanted to be accepted by a 
group of his peers he considered “cool.” Another young man admitted that 
he exaggerates about his relationship with girls because he thinks it makes 
him appear macho to the men with whom he works. Both of these fellows 
made the same mistake as those first-century believers who “loved human 
praise more than praise from God” (John 12:43). … 
 
Living for God’s approval is better than living for man’s applause. 

 
Our reaction to extravagant worship reveals our heart condition. Ultimately, we 
serve an audience of One. Ask your students to express their thoughts about the 
excerpt from the article above. 
 
[Source: Herbert Vander Lugt, “Our Desire for Praise,” Our Daily Bread, April 5, 
1994, https://odb.org/1994/04/05/our-desire-for-praise.] 
 
 
 



Point 3: Connect with the group members’ prior experiences. 
 
How many of you have ever been betrayed by someone? How did that make you 
feel?  
 
Adrian Rogers once said, “Proud men at their best are sinners at their worst.”  
 
Ask your students to discuss this statement in light of their betrayal(s). Do they 
agree or disagree? Why?   
 
[Source: Rogers, Adrian Rogers, Adrianisms, Volume Two: The Wit and Wisdom of 
Adrian Rogers (Memphis: Love Worth Finding Ministries, 2007), 145.] 
 
 
Conclusion: Challenge for application. 
 
It is easy to do the “right thing” but not have the right motive. Have your group 
members break into groups of 3-4 and read Mark 12:28-34 to them. Ask the 
following questions: 
 

• What does Jesus identify as the greatest commandment? 
• What is the second greatest? 
• What should be our motive for obeying God’s commands?   

 
Encourage the group members to examine their lives in light of these truths, 
confess and forsake sin if the Holy Spirit exposes it, and to thank God for His love 
and His laws. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Learning is built on a foundation. Our job as teachers is to effectively build on that 
foundation so that learning can occur because real learning does not take place in a 
vacuum. Spend time thinking about your group members. What do they already 
know? That is, what is their foundation? Now, what do you want to add to that 
foundation? Ensure that you can link the two together! 
 


