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**Note to leaders: Use the tweets, status updates, and emails included in this document 
to keep parents informed of the Bible learning that their children are experiencing in the 
Gospel Project for Kids. Choose a method that works best for your church.** 
 

 

  



 
Unit 26, Session 1: Jesus’ Crucifixion 
 
TWEETS 

Jesus was the sacrifice for sin. He rose from the dead, and those who trust in Him have 
forgiveness and eternal life. #thegospelprojectkids 
(Christ Connection - 139 Characters) 
 
We deserve to die because of our sin. God loves us and sent a Savior. Jesus never 
sinned, but He died in our place. #thegospelprojectkids 
(Content - 137 Characters) 

 
STATUS UPDATE 

We deserve to die because of our sin, but God loves us and kept His promise to send a 
Savior. Jesus never sinned, but He died in our place. He was the blood sacrifice made 
once and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Jesus rose from the dead on the third day, and 
those who trust in Him have forgiveness and eternal life. 

 
E-MAIL 

Unit 26, Session 1: Jesus’ Crucifixion 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Jesus’ crucifixion, burial, and resurrection are the center of the gospel. Jesus 
accomplished the plan God had been working out throughout the Old Testament to bring 
salvation to sinners, and it happened in such an unlikely way. 
 
In the Book of Acts, Peter testified to the Israelites about Jesus’ death: “Though He was 
delivered up according to God’s determined plan and foreknowledge, you used lawless 
people to nail Him to a cross and kill Him” (Acts 2:23). Crucifixion was a horrific way to 
die. As you share with your kids, rather than focus on the graphic details of how Jesus 
died, emphasize why He died. Two primary reasons stand out: God is loving, and God is 
just. 
 
First, God is loving. He sent His Son to be the Savior of the world because He loves us. 
(See John 3:16; Rom. 5:8; 1 John 4:10.) Jesus submitted to the Father’s will; He 
humbled Himself and came to earth as a man, and He laid down His life because He 
loves us. (Eph. 5:2)  
 
Jesus lived the perfect life we failed to live and died the guilty death we don’t want to die. 
Those who trust in Him receive forgiveness and eternal life. 
 
Second, God is just. God’s law for the people was plain. (See Deuteronomy 6:5.) But 
God’s people, and all people, broke the law. We have loved other things more than we 
love God. That is sin. So why did Jesus have to die? Why couldn’t He just say, “You are 



forgiven”? Because God is just, He requires due payment for sin. To simply forgive sin 
without requiring a payment would be unjust. 
 
Jesus was our substitute, taking our place on the cross and absorbing God’s wrath on 
our behalf so we can be forgiven and declared righteous. (See Rom. 3:25-26; Col. 
2:13-15.) Jesus died to release sinners from slavery to sin, and when we trust in Him, we 
are free indeed. 
 
We deserve to die because of our sin, but God loves us and kept His promise to 
send a Savior. Jesus never sinned, but He died in our place. He was the blood 
sacrifice made once and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Jesus rose from the 
dead on the third day, and those who trust in Him have forgiveness and eternal 
life. 
 
FAMILY STARTING POINTS  

● Babies and Toddlers 
○ Jesus is alive.  
○ Jesus never did anything wrong. 
○ Jesus died on the cross to do God’s plan. 
○ God made Jesus alive again. 

● Preschool 
○ Why did Jesus die on the cross? Jesus died on the cross to save us from 

our sins, and He is alive today 
○ Jesus died on the cross. 

● Kids 
○ Why did Jesus die on the cross? Jesus died on the cross to save us from 

our sins and came back to life to show we are forgiven.  
○ Jesus was crucified on the cross. 

 
UNIT KEY PASSAGE 

● Ephesians 2:8-9 (Preschool: Ephesians 2:8) 
 
NEXT WEEK  

● “Jesus’ Resurrection” (Matthew 28:1-15; John 20:1-18) 
 
  



 
Unit 26, Session 2: Jesus’ Resurrection 
 
TWEETS 

Jesus died and was raised from the dead to reign as King over all. Jesus provides 
salvation from sin and eternal life. #thegospelprojectkids 
(Christ Connection - 140 Characters) 
 
Jesus died on the cross, but He didn’t stay dead. God was pleased with Jesus’ sacrifice 
and raised Him from the dead. #thegospelprojectkids 
(Content - 139 Characters) 

 
STATUS UPDATE 

Jesus died on the cross for our sins, but He didn’t stay dead. God was pleased with 
Jesus’ sacrifice and raised Jesus from the dead to reign as King over all creation. Jesus 
provides salvation from sin and the promise of eternal life. 

 
E-MAIL 

Unit 26, Session 2: Jesus’ Resurrection 
 
Dear Parents, 

 
The time between Friday afternoon and Sunday morning must have been dark hours for 
Jesus’ disciples. Fear, doubt, and confusion certainly overwhelmed their thoughts. 
Jesus, their Lord, was dead. He had been unjustly arrested, falsely accused, and 
severely beaten. Even worse, He had been killed in a horrible manner: by crucifixion. 
 
The story doesn’t end there. Jesus’ body was laid in a tomb. The tomb was sealed and 
guards watched over it. The Jews remembered Jesus’ claim that He would rise from the 
dead (John 2:19-21), and they made sure no one could steal His body and insist He had 
risen. Imagine their surprise when Jesus did rise from the dead! 
 
John and Peter saw the empty tomb. Jesus appeared to Mary. The disciples believed 
Jesus had risen from the dead. Even though the guards at the tomb were bribed to lie 
about what happened (they said the disciples stole Jesus’ body), the truth spread. The 
disciples wouldn’t have dedicated their lives and died for something they knew was a lie. 
 
If Christ had remained dead, His death would have meant nothing more than yours or 
mine. Humanity would still be dead in sin. But God gives us victory over sin and death 
through His Son, Jesus. The resurrection gives us hope that we too will one day be 
raised and changed. (See Rom. 6:5; 8:11.) 
 
Paul addressed in 1 Corinthians 15:7 just how essential Jesus’ resurrection is to the 
gospel: “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.” 
The resurrection is proof that God was satisfied with Jesus’ sacrifice for the forgiveness 



of sins and that God’s new covenant had begun. 
 
Jesus died on the cross for our sins, but He didn’t stay dead. God was pleased 
with Jesus’ sacrifice and raised Jesus from the dead to reign as King over all 
creation. Jesus provides salvation from sin and the promise of eternal life. 

 
Emphasize to the kids you teach that Jesus is alive! We believe this by faith. Today, 
Jesus is seated at the right hand of God and reigns as King over all of creation. (Phil. 
2:9-10) 
 
FAMILY STARTING POINTS  

● Babies and Toddlers 
○ Jesus is alive.  
○ God sent Jesus to rescue us. 
○ Jesus’ friends saw an empty tomb. 
○ God made Jesus alive again. 

● Preschool 
○ Why did Jesus die on the cross? Jesus died on the cross to save us from 

our sins, and He is alive today 
○ Jesus is alive. 

● Kids 
○ Why did Jesus die on the cross? Jesus died on the cross to save us from 

our sins and came back to life to show we are forgiven.  
○ Jesus was resurrected on the third day. 

 
UNIT KEY PASSAGE 

● Ephesians 2:8-9 (Preschool: Ephesians 2:8) 
 
NEXT WEEK  

● “The Emmaus Disciples” (Luke 24:13-35) 
 
  



 
Unit 26, Session 3: The Emmaus Disciples 
 
TWEETS 

All of the Old Testament points to Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection—when He would 
bring salvation for sinners. #thegospelprojectkids 
(Christ Connection - 136 Characters) 
 
All the Bible is about Jesus. When Adam and Eve sinned, God began His plan to send 
Jesus to rescue people from sin. #thegospelprojectkids 
(Content - 137 Characters) 

 
STATUS UPDATE 

The whole Bible is about Jesus. When Adam and Eve sinned, God began working out 
His plan to send Jesus to rescue people from sin. All of the Old Testament points 
forward to Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection—the time when Jesus would bring God’s 
promised salvation for sinners. 

 
E-MAIL 

Unit 26, Session 3: The Emmaus Disciples 
 
Dear Parents, 

 
Jesus’ death and resurrection should not have surprised the disciples. Sometimes Jesus 
spoke metaphorically about His death and resurrection. (See Matt. 12:39; Mark 14:58; 
John 2:19; 3:14-15.) Other times, Jesus plainly told the disciples that He would be 
betrayed, crucified, buried, and resurrected on the third day. (Matt. 17:12; Mark 8:31; 
Luke 9:22) In fact, Jesus had spoken so frequently of His death and resurrection, the 
chief priests and Pharisees asked Pilate to place guards at the tomb in case the 
disciples stole Jesus’ body. (See Matt. 27:62-66.) 
 
On resurrection morning, the angel at Jesus’ tomb asked the women, “Why are you 
looking for the living among the dead?” (Luke 24:5). Even when Peter and John ran to 
the empty tomb to see it for themselves, Peter was amazed but uncertain (Luke 24:12), 
while John believed (John 20:8). 
 
That same day, two disciples were walking to Emmaus, arguing about recent events. 
Jesus began walking next to them, but God prevented them from recognizing Him. (Luke 
24:16) Jesus simply asked them what they were arguing about. They stopped walking. 
How could He not have heard about what happened over the last three days? 
 
The two disciples had hoped Jesus was the Redeemer of Israel. Their hopes were 
crushed when Jesus died. Now Jesus explained to them why the Messiah had to die, 
starting with Moses and the Prophets. Jesus showed how the Scriptures point to Him. 
(Luke 24:27; John 5:39)  



 
Remind your kids that the Bible is not a collection of unrelated stories. 

 
The whole Bible is about Jesus. When Adam and Eve sinned, God began working 
out His plan to send Jesus to rescue people from sin. All of the Old Testament 
points forward to Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection—the time when Jesus would 
bring God’s promised salvation for sinners. 
 
 
FAMILY STARTING POINTS  

● Babies and Toddlers 
○ Jesus is alive.  
○ Two friends saw Jesus alive. 
○ Jesus helped His friends understand God’s plan. 
○ God Jesus said the Bible is about Him. 

● Preschool 
○ Why did Jesus die on the cross? Jesus died on the cross to save us from 

our sins, and He is alive today 
○ Jesus taught that all the Scriptures point to Him. 

● Kids 
○ Why did Jesus die on the cross? Jesus died on the cross to save us from 

our sins and came back to life to show we are forgiven.  
○ Jesus taught that all the Scriptures point to Him. 

 
UNIT KEY PASSAGE 

● Ephesians 2:8-9 (Preschool: Ephesians 2:8) 
 
NEXT WEEK  

● “Jesus Appeared to the Disciples” (Luke 24:36-49; John 20:19-23) 
 


