
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2017 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 6 
 
 
Introduction: Look at passages about judgment. 
 
Write the words grace, love, and mercy on a marker board or large piece of 
paper. Engage learners in discussing how God’s grace, love, and mercy has 
been portrayed in the parables we’ve been studying.  
 
Add “judgment” to the list on the board. Ask, “Does the word judgment fit 
into the list with the other three words? Why or why not? Do we consider 
God to be full of grace, love, and mercy when He proclaims judgment?” 
 
Provide learners with the printed or online version of the following 
collection of Scriptures about judgment: 
http://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/bible-verses-about-judgment-
20-scriptures-to-study/ 
 
 
Point 1: Match the characters. 
 
Invite a volunteer with decent sketching ability to draw the following on a 
large piece of paper:  
 

• A landowner (a stick man with a crown); 
• Some messengers (stick men carrying staffs); 
• His son (stick man with a smaller crown); and 
• Tenants (angry-looking stick men); and 
• A vineyard with a winepress and a watchtower (all of which can be 

very basic drawings). 
 
Use the information from the Further Commentary on page 71 of the Leader 
Guide to make sure everyone understands the persons whom each character 
represents and why. Diagram them by writing “God,” “Jesus,” “Jews,” etc., 
on the board beside their representative drawings.  
 
Point out that not every detail in the story has a representative. For example, 
the master leaving does not mean that God leaves us; the narrative simply 
relies on the fact that landowners sometimes did this. 
 
Ask, “What is missing from this parable that we’ve seen in others?” 
(Answer: A representative outsider or person considered outside the ranks of 
God’s covenant people). Ask, “Why do you think this parable does not have 
an ‘outsider’ in it?” 



 
Ask, “So who represents us—as Christians or church members—in this 
parable? Do we bear the fruit we’ve been called to produce?” 
 
If time permits, you may want to add to your diagram some characteristics 
of each of the main characters in this parable as you study it. 
 
 
Point 3: Establish our need for rescue.  
 
Consider the amazing rescues in this article, “The 10 Most Exciting Rescues 
in History,” and be prepared to share a few with the group: 
https://www.seeker.com/the-10-most-exciting-rescues-in-history-
1767480114.html 
 
Read aloud the paragraph at the top of page 77 in the Leader Guide. Engage 
learners in discussing that one of the missed points of this parable is that 
we— without the grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ—would be 
exactly like the wicked tenants: hostile to God, rejecting Jesus, immune to 
the word of life. Encourage learners to use this passage as a reminder of 
God’s patience, His coming judgment, and our helplessness. 
 
 
Conclusion: End with self-examination. 
 
Invite a volunteer to read verse 45 aloud: “When the chief priests and the 
Pharisees heard his parables, they knew he was speaking about them.”  
 
Hold up your cell phone and say something like this: “When someone calls 
me, I know exactly who it is because his or her name is in my contact list 
and I see it on my phone. When God is reaching out to a heart that belongs 
to Him, we can just as clearly hear His voice and know that He is speaking 
to us.” 
 
Challenge learners to ask themselves the following questions: 
 

• How have I rejected God’s lordship over my life this week? 
• In what ways do I shun God’s instructions and commands? 

Does my life produce fruit? Really? Be specific by thinking of some 
examples.  

• If I took away the aspects of my life usually associated with religion, 
how could I demonstrate my faith? 

 
 



Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Allow time to meditate on the following Scripture passages this week before 
the lesson while asking God to convict you where you live like the wicked 
tenant. Reflect on 2 Timothy 3:16-17, asking the Holy Spirit, “How would 
You teach, correct, rebuke, or train me in this passage?” Be ready to share 
your confession with the class. 
 


