
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2017 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 5 
 
 
Introduction: Introduce the category of self-righteousness. 
 
Ask, “What is self-righteousness? What are some synonyms for self-
righteousness?”  
 
Write the group’s answers on a board or large piece of paper. Read the 
following quotes and discuss their relevance to the definition you developed: 
 

• Paul David Tripp: “Human self-righteousness denies the need for the 
saving, enabling grace of Christ. Human righteousness embraces the 
cruelest of Satan’s lies, that a person can be righteous by keeping the 
law. If that were true, there would have been no need for the birth, 
life, death, and resurrection of Christ.”  

 
• Charles Spurgeon: “The greatest enemy to human souls is the self-

righteous spirit which makes men look to themselves for salvation.” 
 
Ask, “How easy is it to see self-righteousness in another person? How easy 
is it to see self-righteousness in ourselves?”  
 
Lead in prayer before moving into the rest of the session; invite the Holy 
Spirit to reveal any self-righteousness we might not see. 
 
 
Point 1: Show what self-righteousness looks like. 
 
Read Luke 18:9 aloud and invite a few volunteers to read it aloud from 
different translations. Be prepared to share the information found in the 
“Further Commentary” sidebar in the Leader Guide (page 59). 
 
Say something like this: “As people who struggle to live honestly with 
themselves, others, and God, we must be willing to admit that there are 
times that we consider ourselves to be righteous through our own merits and 
look down on others because they are not exactly like us.” 
 



Read some or all of the items on this list from the articles “20 Easy Ways to 
Be a Self-Righteous Christian”: http://churchleaders.com/pastors/164408-
sammy-adebiyi-20-easy-ways-to-be-a-self-righteous-christian.html 
 
 
Point 2: Discuss the disconnect between obedience and self-righteousness.  
 
Explain that, throughout the Old Testament and in the New Testament, faith 
in God was exhibited in outward obedience. Ask, “How, then, do we relate 
the idea of being obedient with the practice of becoming self-righteous?” 
 
If interested, read John Fischer’s resource “12 Steps for the Recovering 
Pharisee (like me”) as well as excerpts from his book Where the Pharisees 
Went Wrong: 
 
http://sharinggodsgrace.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/12-Steps-for-
the-Recovering-Pharisee.pdf 
 
 
Conclusion: “I’m talking to the man in the mirror.” 
 
Bring a small hand-held mirror to class. Look into it and say, “My name is 
_____, and I am self-righteous.” Confess some of the things you saw in 
yourself throughout the past week or so when preparing for this lesson.  
 
Challenge learners to do the same every morning this week—to willingly 
confess their self-righteousness to themselves and to God. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Sometimes this is a painful lesson. And though humility is a trait we know is 
honorable to God, we understand that we are not as humble as we think we 
are. Show grace to people who are unflinchingly self-righteous. In other 
words, do not become self-righteous about your awareness of your own self-
righteousness (something that others might not possess to the same degree as 
you do). 
 


