
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2017 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 4 
 
 
Introduction: Consider the context. 
 
Explain that today’s passage centers on that of the parable that is commonly 
known as “the prodigal son.” Say something like this: “Let’s look at what 
inspired Jesus to share this very important story and who it was hearing it.” 
 
As a group, take time to discuss Luke 15:1-2 carefully, noting the crowd and 
the comments made. Point out that Jesus knew the heart of every listener and 
was crafting His story not only for the outright rebellious people but also for 
the more subtle self-righteous sinners (i.e., the Pharisees and scribes who 
were condemning Him for eating with tax collectors and sinners).  
 
You might want to read the article “Why Pursue Sinners?” that ties the three 
parables of Luke 15 together: 
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/IVP-
NT/Luke/Why-Pursue-Sinners 
 
Put the following statement into your own words: “As we look at this 
passage today, let’s consider not only what Jesus was teaching the crowds 
and the Pharisees and Scribes but also what He’s teaching us too.” 
  
 
Point 1: Ask, “Which son are you?” 
 
As a group, discuss the title of today’s lesson: “The Father of Two Lost 
Sons.” Discuss the characteristics of both sons and how their lostness was 
evident but very different. 
 
You may want to look at this article “The Other Prodigal Son”: 
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2012/february/prodigal-
son.html?share=5C%2bzuWvEx2p5C3WNLoEWa%2bjlCJ6fRBcD 
 
And you may want to share all or some of this article, “Inside the Mind of a 
Prodigal,” which is the testimony of a “younger son”: 
 



http://www.familylife.com/articles/topics/parenting/challenges/anger-and-
rebellion/inside-the-mind-of-a-prodigal 
 
Say something like the following: “If we’re honest, we can all see that we 
have walked a fine line of sin between living like the younger son and living 
like the older son. Often, we think we are not as sinful as other people, so we 
become prideful like the older son. Or we become rebellious to God’s 
leading in our lives and so live as the younger son.”  
 
Encourage learners to see themselves in this passage and ask God to give 
them strength to live in His will, regardless of which son they tend to follow. 
 
 
Point 2: Describe the father’s heart.  
 
Tell a personal story of a time you lost something, searched for it, and found 
it. If possible, bring the object to show the class. Use that object lesson as a 
reminder that just as we celebrate our lost items being found, so the father in 
this story (and our Heavenly Father) rejoices at our return. You may want to 
show this clip, “Found Your Way Home,” from the movie A Knight’s Tale 
about a wayward son returning home (2 minutes, 26 seconds): 
  
http://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/a-knights-tale/found-your-way-home 
 
Ask, “How would you describe the father’s welcoming of his younger son in 
today’s passage?” Answers may include “eagerly,” “without strings,” 
“ecstatic,” “full of forgiveness,” and others.  
 
Then ask, “Is this how we welcome sinners into our congregation and into 
our lives? What can we do to have a heart full of love for the lost and joy for 
the repentant?” 
 
 
Conclusion: Allow for a time of confession. 
 
Display or read the following quote from John Ortberg: 
 
“One of the hardest things in the world is to stop being the prodigal son 
without turning into the elder brother.” 
 



Provide a few minutes for learners to privately confess their sin of rebellion 
or pride to the Lord.  
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
This lesson may be extremely painful for parents with rebellious children. 
Pray that the Lord would not only give them the words to say (or not say) 
but also the capacity to forgive and welcome their children home when the 
time comes. 
 


