
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2017 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 3 
 
 
Introduction: Illustrate compassion with a clip from Charlotte’s Web. 
 
Write the word compassion on a large piece of paper or marker board. As a 
group, come up with a working definition for the word. (You’ll come back 
to this activity in the conclusion.)  
 
Ask, “How good are we as humans at showing compassion? How good are 
we as Christians at showing compassion? How good are you at showing 
compassion?” Be prepared as the group leader to share a moment from this 
week when you chose not to show compassion and why.  
 
Show the clip “Saving the Runt” from the movie Charlotte’s Web where 
Fern’s compassion saves the life of Wilbur (1 minute, 59 seconds): 
http://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/charlottes-web/saving-the-runt 
 
Invite learners to prayerfully open their hearts to the Spirit’s call to show 
compassion. 
 
 
Point 1: Contrast following rules with loving God. 
 
After discussing the Scripture and commentary found in the Personal Study 
Guide and the Leader Guide for Point 1, say something like this: “In Jesus’ 
day as well as our own, some people (like the expert in the law) feel that if 
they follow expected rules they will succeed.”  
 
Point learners to some of the rules of social etiquette using this online article 
“Social Etiquette Tips”: https://www.thespruce.com/social-etiquette-tips-
1216646 
 
Ask, “What is the difference between following expected social etiquette 
and following God? Which do you think the expert in the law felt would 
earn him the right to be part of the kingdom of God?” 
 
Challenge learners to consider that following God wholeheartedly does not 
involve only abiding by a list of rules but cultivating a heart that seeks Him. 



Yes, our behavior will reflect love and respect for others, but it comes out of 
our love and respect for God. 
 
 
Point 2: Enlist a volunteer to add insight.  
 
Before class, enlist a studious learner to read the article “Who Is My 
Neighbor?” and give insight to the class on the biblical definition of a 
neighbor: http://www.lifeway.com/Article/biblical-illustrator-love-your-
neighbor-service. Allow the learner a few minutes to share the article’s 
definition with the group. 
 
Say something like this: “Sometimes the reason we don’t want to be a 
neighbor is because we define neighbor wrongly. We think of our neighbor 
as more within our normal circles of friends, family, and acquaintances.”  
 
Then ask the following questions: “What are the risks of showing 
compassion to people we don’t know? Does Jesus give us any reasons to be 
un-compassionate in the face of risk?” 
 
 
Conclusion: Reconsider “compassion” in light of Jesus.  
 
Say something like this: “Jesus did not simply answer the man’s question 
about who his neighbor was. He also revealed what compassion is.” Look 
back at the opening activity of creating a definition for compassion. Edit the 
definition that your group drafted earlier according to what compassion 
looks like in light of this parable.  
 
Read the following verses aloud in the spirit of inviting learners to consider 
other ways we are called to be compassionate: 
 

• Ephesians 4:32 
• Mark 6:34 
• Colossians 3:12-13 
• Galatians 6:2 
• 2 Peter 3:9 
• 1 John 3:17 

 



Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Don’t let this week’s lesson be ambiguous but put a face on the “neighbors” 
for your learners. Consider bringing a local newspaper and looking 
photographs of people from your community who are in need. Ask, “How 
can we help this person?” 
 


