
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2017 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 2 
 
 
Introduction: Contemplate forgiveness.  
 
Say something like this: “Today we’re going to look at a parable about 
forgiveness. Let’s consider our relationships today: Do you find it easy to 
extend forgiveness? Do you find it easy to ask forgiveness?” Be ready as the 
group leader or teacher to share from your own life. 
 
Consider reading this short article “Apologies, Forgiveness, and Serenity” 
about forgiveness from a secular perspective: 
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/what-the-wild-things-
are/201009/apologies-forgiveness-and-serenity 
 
Challenge learners to look at today’s passage not just for knowledge but also 
for practical application. Open with prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to bring to 
mind someone who needs forgiveness from us or from whom we should ask 
forgiveness. 
 
 
Point 2: Look at the example of Corrie ten Boom. 
 
Ask learners to silently contemplate this statement: “I could never forgive 
__________ for __________.”  
 
Do not share answers aloud. State that we all have been wronged by others 
in such a way that we feel forgiveness is never appropriate.  
 
Read aloud the following article “Guideposts Classics: Corrie ten Boom on 
Forgiveness” about Corrie ten Boom and her ability to forgive a former 
Nazi: 
 
https://www.guideposts.org/better-living/positive-living/guideposts-classics-
corrie-ten-boom-on-forgiveness 
 
As a group, discuss how Ms. Boom was able to forgive the guard and her 
friends only with the help of God. 
 



 
Point 3: Consider some Scriptures about grace. 
 
Divide a large piece of paper or marker board in half with a vertical line. 
Title one side “God’s Grace” and the other side “Our Grace.” Assign the 
following passages to volunteers, instructing them to describe either how 
God has shown grace to us or how we are supposed to show grace to others. 
As the answers are given, write them in the appropriate side of the paper or 
board. 
 

• 2 Corinthians 12:9 
• Ephesians 2:8-9 
• Romans 6:14 
• Romans 11:6 
• John 1:17 
• 2 Peter 3:18 
• Galatians 2:19-21 
• 2 Corinthians 8:7 
• Hebrews 12:15 

 
Ask, “How is grace related to forgiveness? How is God’s grace revealed in 
our willingness to forgive?” 
 
 
Conclusion: Close with meditation, prayer, and commitment.  
 
Read aloud the third paragraph in the Conclusion section, which appears in 
the Leader Guide and Personal Study Guide.  
 
Say something like this: “You can be sure that, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, someone that you need to forgive or ask forgiveness from has 
come to mind today. Your command is to grant forgiveness to others and to 
ask it from them as well.”  
 
Provide a few moments of silence, inviting all learners to commit to God 
their forgiveness and willingness to forgive and to trust that His commands 
are for their personal good as well. 
 
 



Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Some people in your class may have been through traumas that, though they 
surely need to offer and extend forgiveness, should not (or cannot) restore 
the relationship. Point out that forgiveness is sometimes between two 
people, but in cases of abuse or dangerous relationships, the forgiveness 
need only be between the forgiver and God.  
 


