
SESSION 4

ONE CONVERSATION

Use the following thoughts and questions to have one spiritual conversation. You can pick and choose, use them all or just allow the statement 
to be your guide. The emphasis shouldn’t be about having all the answers, but simply having a conversation.

Scripture
Luke 15:11-32

1. Opening Statement
Begin your conversation by asking about this main point:

God’s grace is offered to those who repent of their sin and self-righteousness. 
This main point is the biblical truth the student’s study was built around. Each week there will be one statement that ties the whole 
study together. These would be great statements to remember together. The hope is that thoughts and ideas will stem from these 
statements. You can also begin by sharing a thought of your own that you learned during your study of the same session. Ask what 
thoughts were surprising as the study was taught.

2. Thought From the Study
The crucial moment in Jesus’ story occurred as the son approached his hometown. Jesus said that the father saw his son while he 
was still a long way off. This implies that the boy was probably at the edge of town, ready to head down the main street (which was 
usually the road that almost everyone in the village lived on). The father had been watching diligently, hoping to catch a glimpse of 
his son.

 Y Make a list of several characteristics communicated by the father’s actions in this parable. How are these 
characteristics also true of God?

3. Quote for Discussion
Discuss this quote together. How does this change your understanding of a relationship with Jesus?

Everybody knows that the Christian gospel calls us away from the licentiousness of younger brotherness, but few 
realize that it also condemns moralistic elder brotherness. —Timothy Keller

4. Conversation Questions
Use these questions to begin thinking through and applying the lessons to your family life: 

1. In what ways does God’s treatment of our family go beyond what we might hope for?
2. How is our family sometimes tempted to focus on the good deeds we do rather than our relationship with God?
3.  Why is it important for our family to guard against the sin of the older brother just as much as guarding against the sin of the 

younger brother?
4. What are some common examples today of ways our family might waste God’s good gifts?
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