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Introduction: Highlight the idea of hometown heroes. 
 
As a group, discuss some of the hometown heroes from your area. 
(Definition: Hometown heroes are people who grew up in your town and 
now use their influence to make your community better.)  
 
Use the following website for some ideas if necessary: 
http://www.wbko.com/content/news/Hughes-and-Coleman-Hometown-
Hero-Tori-Buckley-417785433.html 
 
Say something like the following: “Jesus was somewhat of a celebrity in 
Nazareth; He had a following of learners and was a respected rabbi. 
However, when He came home and revealed His identity, His hometown did 
not respond favorably.” 
 
Ask, “What are some reasons people don’t always want to go back to their 
hometown? How might this affect their returning to their church in their 
hometown? How can we make our church more inviting to people who are 
coming home?” 
 
 
Point 1: Point to the types of people Jesus came to help. 
 
After discussing the Scripture passage for this point, ask the question “To 
whom was Jesus anointed to help?” (Answer: The poor, captives, the blind, 
and those who are oppressed)  
 
Write these categories of people in a vertical column. Ask, “What was Jesus 
going to do for each of these kinds of people?” Write the answer next to the 
type of person. (For example, write “Preach good news” next to “poor.”)  
 
Say something like, “Last week, in our lesson about the Samaritan woman, 
we discussed the difference in physical thirst and spiritual thirst. How might 
each of these qualities (e.g., poor, captive, blindness, oppression) be thought 
of in both physical and spiritual terms?” Provide time to discuss. 
 
Ask, “How well do we do at helping people who are physically or spiritually 
poor, captive, blind, or oppressed? What concrete steps can we take as a 
group to help people in these categories?”  
 
 
 



Point 3: Lead group members to identify with Jesus’ rejection.  
 
Invite a volunteer to read Isaiah 53:1-3. Ask, “Do you think Jesus knew this 
prophecy about Himself?” (Answer: Yes. Definitely.)  
 
Point out that because Jesus understood that He would be rejected, He was 
not surprised by the response of people from His hometown.  
 
Read aloud 2 Timothy 3:12 and John 15:18. Say something along the lines 
of the following: “Just as Jesus understood that He would be rejected, we 
need to understand that, like Him, we will be persecuted.”  
 
Ask, “What, then, do we do when we face rejection and persecution?” Point 
your group members to Matthew 5:44; 1 Peter 4:12-14; and 1 Peter 3:16. 
 
 
Conclusion: Reflect on our knowledge of Jesus.  
 
Ask, “Do you reject Jesus?” As a knee-jerk reaction, most believers will say 
no. Say something like this to elaborate: “The people in the synagogue that 
day would tell you that they knew Jesus and that they knew what the Bible 
said. So how did they miss the truth about Him?” 
 
Encourage learners not to just know about Jesus but to know Jesus. Say this: 
“We have the privilege of asking Jesus to help us overcome our unbelief 
(Mark 9:23-24). So when we realize there is a disconnect between what we 
say we know and what we actually believe, He will give us the grace and 
strength to believe.”  
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
The commentary and quotes in the boxes of your leader guide are valuable 
and give insight to your learners. Dare yourself to read not only those pieces 
of help but also to seek out additional commentary and insight by well-
known pastors and theologians.  
 
For an article (or sermon) about today’s lesson, look at this website: 
https://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/42-55/Jesus-Return-to-
Nazareth-Rejection-by-the-People 
 
 


