
The Gospel Project for Adults, Spring 2017 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 10 
 
Introduction: Emphasize the impact of words. 
 
Take some time to consider a conversation that changed your perspective, 
path, or attitude in a memorable way.  
 
Read through some of these examples to help you get started: 
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2016/dec/31/never-realise-impact-
she-had-life-changing-conversations. If time permits, invite a volunteer or 
two to do the same. 
 
Say something like, “We don’t always know the impact that our words will 
have on others or the impact that others’ words will have on us. Today we’re 
going to look at just such a situation in the life of an unsuspecting Samaritan 
woman.” 
 
 
Point 1: Look at the Bible’s witness to thirst.  
 
Ask, “What is the physically thirstiest you’ve ever been?” Invite a few 
volunteers to share briefly. Ask, “What is the spiritually thirstiest you’ve 
ever been?” Be prepared to share your own answer and invite some 
volunteers to do the same. 
 
Invite a volunteer to read aloud the following verses on thirst: Matthew 5:6; 
Psalms 42:2; 63:1; 107:5; and Proverbs 25:21. 
 
As a group, discuss how you can better see spiritual thirst in others and what 
you can offer them in their need. 
 
 
Point 2: Observe how people change the subject.  
 
Say something like the following: “In Jesus’ conversation with the woman, 
He is focusing on eternal truths while she is willing to settle for 
contemporary opinions.”  
 
Show this cartoon: http://prayerpups.com/comic/john-47-22-jesus-and-the-
samaritan-woman/ 
 
Share a time in your own life when you were seeking a deep spiritual 
conversation with someone, but they changed the subject. Encourage 
learners to be willing to speak freely about the things of God but also to 



understand that it takes a person’s willingness to submit to the Spirit’s 
leading before they will respond in faith and obedience. 
 
 
Conclusion: Use the Samaritan woman as a model testimony.  
  
Invite a volunteer to reread John 4:29-42. Ask, “What did the Samaritan 
woman do in this passage?” (Answer: She shared with others what Jesus had 
done.)  
 
Point out that her testimony was simple: “He told me everything I ever did.” 
Say something like this: “Our job is to bring glory to God for what He has 
done. The Spirit will change others.” 
 
Give learners index cards and ask them to write out a simple, one-sentence 
testimony like the Samaritan woman’s. Challenge learners to find one person 
this week with whom they can share this simple testimony. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
Few topics are more “hot button” these days than tensions between different 
races, nationalities, and religious beliefs. The woman and her socio-ethnic 
identity did not offend or “put off” Jesus. He saw her as a lost child of God. 
Ask God to give you and your learners the same conviction. 
 


