
The Gospel Project for Adults, Summer 2017 
Interactive Teaching Tips for Adults, Session 6 
 
 
Introduction: Engage the group through prior experience. 
 
Ask your group members, “Why is it so hard to resist temptation?” Allow time for 
a few of your group members to share their insights. 
 
 
Point 1: Engage using the “Think-Pair-Share” technique. 
 
Show your group members the video clip “Potter’s Offer” (3 minutes, 38 seconds) 
from It’s A Wonderful Life. This clip is available from WingClips at 
http://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/its-a-wonderful-life/potters-offer. 
 
Think-Pair-Share:  As your group members watch the video, ask them to pick two 
statements that stand out to them dealing with temptation, especially relating to 
George’s ability to overcome it. 
 
“Think for 30 seconds on the two statements. Why did you choose them? Discuss 
these in pairs with a person on your left or right who is not your spouse.” (Pause 
for 60 seconds.) Call on 3-4 pairs to share one idea. 
 
 
Point 3: Help your group members connect with the lesson from a poem.  
 
Read the following poem to your group members: 
 

Lord, sometimes I wish I was the one who always had the stage, 
That people thought I was wonderful and always gave me praise. 
I'd love to get the glory; I'd love to steal the show. 
I'd love to watch them standing when I look into the rows. 
 
But what if tonight when I walked on stage I found I was alone, 
And all the seats were empty and everyone else was home? 
Can I honestly say that I would stay and do my best for you 
If no one else were there to notice all the things I do? 
It makes me wonder... 
 
Would I give it my all if I were always standing on an empty stage? 
Would I still go the distance if no one gave me praise? 
Would I want to shine so brightly if I was only in Heavenly light? 
Lord, would I care to share if it was just You here tonight? 
 
What motivates my actions in everything I do? 



Am I really just serving me while I'm pretending I'm serving You? 
Lord, you know how much I need to hear that everyone knows my name. 
But if they don't know Yours, how much have I really gained? 
 
So if I should ever stand on stage and listen to the cheers 
Remind me it's just noise unless Yours are the claps I hear. 
Whatever I do in this life may I always long for Your praise. 
Whenever I look to the world for esteem, may Your blood humble me back 
into place. 
 
And if I ever should get angry for not receiving the credit I'm due, 
Lord, remind me that instead of a pat on the back, they gave a cross to You. 

 
Say something like the following: “The poet brilliantly points to our tendency to 
seek our glory rather than Christ’s. How can we avoid this temptation?” Allow a 
few members to interact with the question aloud. 
 
[Source: Laura R. David, “It Makes Me Wonder,” Anita’s Christian Oasis, 
http://www.christianoasis.com/wonder.html.] 
 
 
Conclusion: Challenge your students to live the lesson. 
 
Write this quote on the board: “The beginning and end of man's rebellion against 
God was, and is, the lack of a thankful heart.”  
 
Give your class a few minutes to think about this quote and then ask them to spend 
a couple of minutes with God thanking Him for His love in spite of our rebellion 
and confessing our rebellion and unthankfulness. 
 
[Source: Francis A. Schaeffer, True Spirituality: How to Live for Jesus Moment by 
Moment (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House, 1971), 10.] 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
It only makes sense! The more senses that are engaged in learning, the better the 
lesson is retained. We learn 15 percent of what we hear, 35 percent of what we 
read, 50 percent of what we see, and 90 percent of what we do. Therefore, be 
creative in your presentation. Use words (hearing), handouts and writing (reading), 
visuals (seeing), and hands-on activities (doing) to enhance your lesson. Not only 
will your students retain more of the lesson, they will enjoy themselves in the 
process!   
 
[Source: Barbara Bruce, 7 Ways of Teaching the Bible to Adults: Using Our 
Multiple Intelligences to Build Faith (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2000), 61.] 


