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**Note to leaders: Use the tweets, status updates, and emails included in this document 
to keep parents informed of the Bible learning that their children are experiencing in the 
Gospel Project for Kids. Choose a method that works best for your church.** 
 

 

  



 
Unit 19, Session 1: From Abraham to Jesus 
 
TWEETS 

God kept His promises to Abraham and David through Jesus who saves people from sin 
and adopts them into God’s family. #thegospelprojectkids 
(Christ Connection - 139 Characters) 
 
Jesus was born into a family on earth. While He had earthly parents, Mary and Joseph, 
His true Father is God. #thegospelprojectkids 
(Content - 136 Characters) 

 
STATUS UPDATE 

Jesus came to earth as a baby in Bethlehem. Jesus had earthly parents, Mary and 
Joseph, but His true Father is God. Through Jesus, God kept His promises to Abraham 
and David. Jesus saves people from their sin and adopts them into God’s family. 

 
E-MAIL 

Unit 19, Session 1: From Abraham to Jesus 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
The prophecies concerning Jesus’ birth are numerous, and many of them refer to Jesus’ 
lineage. Old Testament prophecies tell of the promised Messiah being born from the 
seed of a woman (Gen. 3:15); from the seed of Abraham (Gen. 22:18), Isaac (Gen. 
21:12), and Jacob (Num. 24:17); from the tribe of Judah (Micah 5:2); from the line of 
Jesse (Isa. 11:1); and from the house of David (Jer. 23:5). The prophecies said He 
would be born of a virgin (Isa. 7:14) and would be the Son of God (1 Chr. 17:13-14; Ps. 
2:7). Jesus fulfilled all of these prophecies. 
 
In Bible times, Jews took great care to accurately record family genealogies. The family 
a person belonged to was directly linked to property rights. Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 
3:23-38 both chronicle the genealogy of Jesus. The account in Matthew presents Jesus 
as the king of the Jews—the legal heir to the throne of David. The account in Luke was 
written to Greek Christians and focuses on Jesus’ descent from Adam. 

 
Jesus came to earth as a baby in Bethlehem. Jesus had earthly parents, Mary and 
Joseph, but His true Father is God. Through Jesus, God kept His promises to 
Abraham and David. Jesus saves people from their sin and adopts them into 
God’s family. 

 
When Jesus was born, He took on humanity—meaning He was fully God and fully man. 
As fully God, in Him “the entire fullness of God’s nature dwells bodily” (Col. 2:9). As fully 
man, Jesus has a human body, human mind, and human emotions. (See Luke 2:7,52; 
Matt. 26:38.) He is our sinless representative (2 Cor. 5:21), sympathetic high priest (Heb. 



4:15), and substitute sacrifice (1 John 4:10). 
 

Use this Bible story to review Jesus’ ancestors and their stories in the Old Testament. 
Help your kids recognize that God had been working out His plan to send Jesus over 
hundreds of years—through Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Jesse, David, 
Solomon, and Josiah. God sent Jesus to earth to save people from their sins. 
 
Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for 
Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week. 
 
FAMILY STARTING POINTS  

● Babies and Toddlers 
○ Jesus is God’s Son. 
○ God promised to send Jesus to earth. 
○ God’s people trusted God to keep His promise. 
○ Jesus came to earth because He loves us. 

● Preschool 
○ What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One and Only Son. 
○ Jesus had a family. 

● Kids 
○ What makes Jesus different? Jesus is fully God and fully man. 
○ Jesus’ earthly family included Abraham, David, and others. 

 
UNIT KEY PASSAGE 

● 1 Timothy 1:15 
 
NEXT WEEK  

● “Mary Praised God” (Luke 1:26-56) 
 
  



 
Unit 19, Session 2: Mary Praised God 
 
TWEETS 

Mary obeyed God to bring Him praise. Jesus also brought His Father praise by dying on 
the cross to save people. #thegospelprojectkids 
(Christ Connection - 133 Characters) 
 
Mary was willing to follow God’s plan, even though being Jesus’ mother would not be 
easy, to bring God praise. #thegospelprojectkids 
(Content - 132 Characters) 

 
STATUS UPDATE 

Mary was willing to follow God’s plan, even though being Jesus’ mother would not be 
easy. Mary wanted to bring praise to God. Likewise, Jesus brought praise to His Father 
by willingly dying on the cross to save people from sin. 

 
E-MAIL 

Unit 19, Session 2: Mary Praised God 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
God’s people had not heard a clear message from God for hundreds of years. Then one 
day, Gabriel—an angel of the Lord—told a man that his wife, Elizabeth, was going to 
have a baby. The baby's name would be John. Then the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary 
and told her that she would have a baby, and her baby would be God's Son. 
 
Mary and Elizabeth were relatives. Elizabeth was old and barren; she and her husband, 
Zechariah, had no children. Mary was a young girl—likely in her early teens. She was a 
virgin, engaged to be married to Joseph. The announcements of these pregnancies 
were miraculous for both women. Both babies had been foretold by the prophet 
Isaiah—John in Isaiah 40:3 and Jesus in Isaiah 7:14. 
 
The angel Gabriel told Mary that Elizabeth was pregnant too, and Mary hurried to see 
her. The journey would not have been easy. Mary traveled nearly one hundred miles to 
see Elizabeth, and her arrival brought great joy to both Elizabeth and Elizabeth's unborn 
baby. In the presence of the unborn Messiah, John leaped in Elizabeth's womb. 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she said, "Mary, you are blessed!" 
 
The story of Mary's visit with Elizabeth gives us a remarkable picture of women living by 
faith. Being a young, unwed pregnant woman could have caused Mary to worry. Instead, 
her response is marked by her trust in God. Mary's song reflects her knowledge of God's 
Word and her understanding of who God is. 

 



Mary was willing to follow God’s plan, even though being Jesus’ mother would not 
be easy. Mary wanted to bring praise to God. Likewise, Jesus brought praise to 
His Father by willingly dying on the cross to save people from sin. 
 
Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for 
Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week. 
 
FAMILY STARTING POINTS  

● Babies and Toddlers 
○ Jesus is God’s Son. 
○ God promised to send Jesus to earth. 
○ Mary praised God for sending Jesus. 
○ Nothing is impossible with God. 

● Preschool 
○ What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One and Only Son. 
○ Jesus’ mother was Mary. 

● Kids 
○ What makes Jesus different? Jesus is fully God and fully man. 
○ God chose Mary to be Jesus’ mother. 

 
UNIT KEY PASSAGE 

● 1 Timothy 1:15 
 
NEXT WEEK  

● “Jesus Was Born” (Matthew 2:1-12; Luke 2:1-20) 
 
  



 
Unit 19, Session 3: Jesus Was Born 
 
TWEETS 

Jesus is God’s Son who came into the world to save people from sin and to be their King 
forever. #thegospelprojectkids 
(Christ Connection - 118 Characters) 
 
The birth of Jesus was good news! Jesus was not an ordinary baby. He is God’s Son, 
sent to earth from heaven. #thegospelprojectkids 
(Content - 131 Characters) 

 
STATUS UPDATE 

The birth of Jesus was good news! Jesus was not an ordinary baby. He is God’s Son, 
sent to earth from heaven. Jesus came into the world to save people from sin and to be 
their King forever. 

 
E-MAIL 

Unit 19, Session 3: Jesus Was Born 
 
Dear Parents, 

 
Do you think it was just by chance that Caesar Augustus called for a census? Did it just 
so happen that Mary and Joseph were traveling to Bethlehem—the very place the 
Messiah was prophesied to be born? (Micah 5:2) God is in control of all things, which He 
showed by using a pagan emperor to bring about His plan. 
 
After Jesus was born, Mary laid Him in a manger. A king in a manger! It was so unlikely. 
But Jesus was no ordinary baby. He was God’s Son, sent in the most humble of 
positions, “not to be served, but to serve, and to give His life—a ransom for many” (Matt. 
20:28). 
 
Imagine the shepherds’ surprise when an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared. The 
Bible says that they were terrified! But the angel brought them “good news of great joy.” 
(See Luke 2:10-11.) The people of Israel were well aware of their need for a Savior. 
They made sacrifices daily to atone for their sin. Finally, a Savior had come who would 
be the perfect sacrifice for sin, once and for all. 

 
The birth of Jesus was good news! Jesus was not an ordinary baby. He is God’s 
Son, sent to earth from heaven. Jesus came into the world to save people from sin 
and to be their King forever. 

 
Some time after Jesus’ birth, wise men came to worship Jesus. They brought Him gifts 
suitable for a king—gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Jesus is the King who will rule 
forever, just as God promised King David. (See 2 Sam. 7.) 



 
Remind your kids that Jesus came because we needed Him. The purpose of Jesus’ birth 
was twofold: to bring glory to God and to make peace between God and those who trust 
in Jesus’ death and resurrection. Celebrating the birth of Jesus is about rejoicing over 
the greatest gift we could ever receive. God’s own Son came to earth to be our Savior 
and our King. 
 
Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for 
Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week. 
 
FAMILY STARTING POINTS  

● Babies and Toddlers 
○ Jesus is God’s Son. 
○ Jesus was born in Bethlehem. 
○ Jesus is the Savior, the Lord. 
○ God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us. 

● Preschool 
○ What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One and Only Son. 
○ Jesus was born as God promised. 

● Kids 
○ What makes Jesus different? Jesus is fully God and fully man. 
○ Jesus was born to be God’s promised Savior. 

 
UNIT KEY PASSAGE 

● 1 Timothy 1:15 
 
NEXT WEEK  

● “Jesus at the Temple” (Luke 2:40-52) 
 
  



 
Unit 19, Session 4: Jesus at the Temple 
 
TWEETS 

God blessed Jesus as He got ready to follow His Father’s plan: to die on the cross and 
rescue people from sin. #thegospelprojectkids 
(Christ Connection - 132 Characters) 
 
Even as a child, Jesus wanted to do His Father’s plan, which is why He wanted to talk 
about His Father at the temple. #thegospelprojectkids 
(Content - 139 Characters) 

 
STATUS UPDATE 

Even as a child, Jesus wanted to do His Father’s plan. As Jesus grew up, He became 
strong and wise. God blessed Jesus as He got ready to follow His Father’s plan: to die 
on the cross and rescue people from sin. 

 
E-MAIL 

Unit 19, Session 4: Jesus at the Temple 
 
Dear Parents, 

 
The Book of Luke records just two narratives about Jesus’ childhood: His dedication 
(Luke 2:21-40) and His time at the temple when He was 12 years old (Luke 2:41-52). 
Both stories set the stage for Jesus’ ministry on earth as an adult. 
 
Mary and Joseph were faithful Jews. They had dedicated the baby Jesus according to 
the law of Moses, and they traveled to Jerusalem each year to celebrate Passover. God 
had commanded the men to appear before Him three times a year to observe certain 
festivals. (See Deut. 16:16.) Once a year, those who followed God’s law would travel to 
Jerusalem—often in large groups—to celebrate Passover. 
 
In Bible times, a Jewish boy became a man at 13. His father would train him to take on 
all the responsibilities of adulthood, social and spiritual. Joseph was a carpenter, and he 
likely trained Jesus in his trade. When Mary and Joseph went to Jerusalem, Joseph 
might have taken Jesus around the city to teach Him the significance of the temple and 
explain the purpose of the Passover feast. 
 
Jesus’ parents started the journey back home after the feast. They assumed Jesus was 
among their traveling companions, but He wasn’t. Jesus had stayed behind at the 
temple. Mary and Joseph traveled for a day before they noticed Jesus was missing. 
They went back to Jerusalem and found Him at the temple. 
 
When Mary asked why He had done this, Jesus answered Mary’s question with a 
question: “Didn’t you know that I had to be in My Father’s house?” Mary and Joseph did 



not understand. But Jesus is God’s Son, and it was necessary that He honor His true 
Father. In all this, Jesus did not sin. 

 
Even as a child, Jesus wanted to do His Father’s plan. As Jesus grew up, He 
became strong and wise. God blessed Jesus as He got ready to follow His 
Father’s plan: to die on the cross and rescue people from sin. 
 
Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for 
Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week. 
 
FAMILY STARTING POINTS  

● Babies and Toddlers 
○ Jesus is God’s Son. 
○ Jesus went to the temple to worship God. 
○ Jesus came to earth to do God’s plan. 
○ Jesus honored God the Father and His earthly parents too.  

● Preschool 
○ What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One and Only Son. 
○ Jesus came to earth to do God's plan. 

● Kids 
○ What makes Jesus different? Jesus is fully God and fully man. 
○ Jesus came to earth to do His Father's plan. 

 
UNIT KEY PASSAGE 

● 1 Timothy 1:15 
 
NEXT WEEK  

● “Jesus Was Baptized” (Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:21-22; John 
1:19-34) 

 

 
  



 
Unit 19, Session 5: Jesus Was Baptized 
 
TWEETS 

Baptism reminds us when we trust in Jesus, we turn from sin and start a new life—a life 
lived for Jesus. #thegospelprojectkids 
(Christ Connection - 126 Characters) 
 
Jesus never sinned, but He obeyed God and was baptized. Baptism reminds us of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. #thegospelprojectkids 
(Content - 130 Characters) 

 
STATUS UPDATE 

Jesus never sinned, but He obeyed God and was baptized like sinners are baptized. 
Baptism reminds us of Jesus’ death and resurrection. It reminds us that when we trust in 
Jesus, we turn from sin and start a new life—a life lived for Jesus. 

 
E-MAIL 

Unit 19, Session 5: Jesus Was Baptized 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Zechariah’s son, John, grew up in the wilderness. John’s ministry began when God’s 
word came to him, and he began preaching near the Jordan River. John worked to get 
the people ready for the coming of Jesus, fulfilling the Old Testament prophecy, “A voice 
of one crying out: Prepare the way of the Lord in the wilderness” (Isa. 40:3). 
  
John called the people to repent of their sins, and he baptized them in the Jordan River. 
John also instructed the people on right living. (See Luke 3:10-14.) Some of the people 
suspected that John might be the Messiah, but John insisted, “One is coming who is 
more powerful than I” (Luke 3:16). 
  
Jesus came from Galilee to be baptized by John at the Jordan River. Wait a second. 
John was calling people to a baptism of repentance. We know Jesus never sinned (see 
Heb. 4:15; 2 Cor. 5:21), so why did Jesus come to be baptized? John was right when he 
said, “I need to be baptized by You, and yet You come to me?” (Matt. 3:14). 
  
Commentators’ ideas vary about why Jesus was baptized. Perhaps He was affirming 
John’s work. Maybe He was identifying with sinners or showing them how they would be 
saved—through His death, burial, and resurrection. Jesus answered John, “Allow it for 
now, because this is the way for us to fulfill all righteousness” (Matt. 3:15). 

  
Jesus never sinned, but He obeyed God and was baptized like sinners are 
baptized. Baptism reminds us of Jesus’ death and resurrection. It reminds us that 



when we trust in Jesus, we turn from sin and start a new life—a life lived for 
Jesus. 

 
Help your kids understand that baptism is not what saves us; baptism is a way we show 
that we have been saved. Baptism reminds us that when we trust in Jesus, we die to sin 
and come into a new way of life—a life lived for Jesus. (See Rom. 6:3-4.) 
 
Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for 
Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week. 
 
FAMILY STARTING POINTS  

● Babies and Toddlers 
○ Jesus is God’s Son. 
○ Jesus always obeyed God perfectly. 
○ John baptized Jesus to do God’s plan. 
○ Everything Jesus does makes God happy. 

● Preschool 
○ What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One and Only Son. 
○ John baptized Jesus. 

● Kids 
○ What makes Jesus different? Jesus is fully God and fully man. 
○ Jesus obeyed God by being baptized. 

 
UNIT KEY PASSAGE 

● 1 Timothy 1:15 
 
NEXT WEEK  

● “Jesus’ Triumphal Entry” (Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; 
John 12:12-19) 

 
  



 
Unit 19, Session 6: Jesus Was Tempted 
 
TWEETS 

Jesus was the perfect sacrifice. He died on the cross to free us from sin and empower us 
to say no to temptation. #thegospelprojectkids 
(Christ Connection - 135 Characters) 
 
Jesus was tempted, but He trusted God and never sinned. Jesus is perfectly righteous, 
the perfect sacrifice for sin. #thegospelprojectkids 
(Content - 138 Characters) 

 
STATUS UPDATE 

Jesus was tempted, but He trusted God and never sinned. Jesus is perfect and 
righteous. A perfect sacrifice was required to take away sin. Jesus was that perfect 
sacrifice. He died on the cross to free us from sin and to give us the power to say no to 
temptation. 

 
E-MAIL 

Unit 19, Session 6: Jesus Was Tempted 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
After Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit led Him into the wilderness. Jesus fasted for 40 
days, and He was hungry. There in the wilderness, the Devil, who is the agent of 
temptation and father of lies, appeared to Jesus. The Devil said to Him, “If You are the 
Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 
 
If  You are the Son of God? The Devil knew who Jesus is. He challenged Jesus to prove 
it. The Devil wanted to ruin God’s plan of redemption which was set in motion in Genesis 
3. In the garden of Eden, Satan used a seemingly innocent question to arouse doubt in 
Eve: “Did God really say, ‘You can’t eat from any tree in the garden’?” (Gen. 3:1). Adam 
and Eve ate the fruit God had forbidden them to eat, and sin entered the world.  
 
Jesus came to reverse the curse, to succeed where Adam failed. The Devil’s aim was to 
use a similar trick as in Eden to get Jesus to sin, to disqualify Him from the role of sinless 
Savior. 
 
The Devil targeted Jesus in His weakness. He tempted Jesus to turn stones into bread, 
to put Himself in danger, and to worship him as a way to fulfill Jesus’ mission without 
going to the cross. “Go away, Satan!” Jesus replied. 

 
Jesus was tempted, but He trusted God and never sinned. Jesus is perfect and 
righteous. A perfect sacrifice was required to take away sin. Jesus was that 



perfect sacrifice. He died on the cross to free us from sin and to give us the power 
to say no to temptation. 

 
The writer of Hebrews said that Jesus, our High Priest, can sympathize with our 
weaknesses because He was tested in every way we are, yet He never sinned. Jesus’ 
actions are an example for believers, but what happens when we do give in to 
temptation? 
 
Emphasize to your kids that we can boldly approach God’s throne to receive grace to 
help us through temptation, and mercy and forgiveness when we sin (See Heb. 4:14-16.) 
We have hope because Christ died for sinners. 
 
Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for 
Kids Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week. 
 
FAMILY STARTING POINTS  

● Babies and Toddlers 
○ Jesus is God’s Son. 
○ Jesus was tempted in the wilderness. 
○ Jesus always obeyed God’s words. 
○ God sent Jesus because He loves us. 

● Preschool 
○ What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One and Only Son. 
○ Jesus was tempted. 

● Kids 
○ What makes Jesus different? Jesus is fully God and fully man. 
○ Jesus was tempted and never sinned. 

 
UNIT KEY PASSAGE 

● 1 Timothy 1:15 
 
NEXT WEEK  

● “Jesus Met Nicodemus” (John 3:1-21) 
 


