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JESUS FACED OPPOSITION
Luke 4:14-30

Jesus claimed to be the Spirit-filled Messiah
It was customary for the Jewish people in Jesus’ day to spend time in the synagogue where leaders 
would read and comment on the ancient Scriptures. When Jesus went into the synagogue, as was the 
custom, He stood up to read a passage of Scripture. The reading for that day was part of a prophecy 
from Isaiah that spoke of the coming Messiah.

In a dramatic moment that likely shocked the people in the synagogue, Jesus read a passage that 
described the ministry of the Messiah, and then He sat down. “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing,” He said. The moment was shocking for a couple of reasons. First, Jesus implied that He 
Himself was the Messiah upon whom the Spirit rested. He was saying, in effect, “I’m the guy Isaiah was 
talking about.”

Jesus faced rejection from His people
After Jesus read from the scroll of Isaiah, He saw the unbelief in the hearts of the people and anticipated 
their rejection of Him, just as God’s people had often rejected the prophets.

Have you ever heard the saying, “A prophet is without honor in his hometown?” It comes from what 
Jesus said and is similar to a more common phrase that is used today: “Familiarity breeds contempt.”

The idea behind the phrase is that the people in Jesus’ hometown did not see Him as special or 
unique; they saw Him as ordinary. What’s more, they didn’t care for His message, even though they 
wanted to see His miracles.

 Y How difficult do you think it was for Jesus, who came to rescue His people, to 
experience rejection?

Jesus continued His ministry despite His people’s rejection
The people were so enraged at Jesus’s words that they wanted to throw him off a cliff so that He 
would fall to His death. Although Jesus’ mission included His substitutionary death, this was not 
the appointed time for Him to die. We don’t know exactly how Jesus passed through the crowd and 
avoided death in this moment. Some commentators think Jesus’ escape was miraculous. Others believe 
He simply managed to get away. Either way, it is clear that the situation in Nazareth was dire. 

Jesus’ own people rejected Him, just as Isaiah predicted 700 years before. Despite the rejection from 
the people in His own hometown, Jesus pressed on to fulfill the ministry God called Him to.

Essential Doctrines
Christ as Prophet: As one of His offices, Jesus fulfills the role of prophet: He alone is the ultimate teacher 
and has the words of eternal life (John 6:68). Jesus is also God’s ultimate revelation of Himself. 

HIS STORY

The Point: Jesus’ followers 
will often experience rejection 

and opposition.

Leader Note: Because some content 
from the Personal Study Guide will not be 
available on the One Sheet, make sure to 
adapt the session based on how you use 
the material with your group.



 Y What are some ways people try to discredit the uniqueness of Jesus today? 

 Y What do you think about Jesus’ decision not to perform miracles in Nazareth? Why did 
Jesus respond to the Nazarenes’ rejection in this way?

 Y When have you faced rejection because of your faith? 

 Y What encouraging words would you offer to a young believer facing rejection because of 
belief in Jesus?

YOUR STORY

YOUR MISSION
Head
The rejection of Jesus goes back to the sinfulness of the human heart. John 3:19 reminds us: “This is the 
judgment: The light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than the light because 
their deeds were evil.” As people rejected Jesus in His day, sadly they still reject Him today. People react 
harshly to the truth of the gospel because it exposes the darkness of our hearts.

 Y When have you seen people reject Jesus because He demands they live a certain way?  

 Y How does the truth of John 3:19 warn us when it comes to our own hesitancies in trusting 
Jesus as Savior?

Heart
As God’s people endure persecution and suffering, they can rejoice to be counted among believers who 
faced rejection just like Jesus. In times of rejection, we remember the words of the apostle Paul: As God 
comforted us during times of suffering and affliction, we are then able to walk alongside and comfort 
other believers who are suffering through various trials (2 Cor. 1:3-7). This is the tangible expression of 
God the Spirit’s ministry through our lives, benefiting those inside the body of Christ.

 Y What do you think happens when unbelievers see Christians rejoicing in times of suffering 
rather than complaining?

 Y In what ways does our endurance in the midst of rejection or opposition strengthen our 
witness and mission? 

Hands 
According to Isaiah, the ministry of the Messiah would answer both spiritual and physical needs. For 
this reason, the church has always focused on both kinds of needs—spiritual and material. The church 
proclaims the work of Jesus for the salvation of the world, while simultaneously working alongside 
others in bringing physical and temporal relief to suffering. Believers should take these two attributes 
seriously: the pursuit of holiness and the expression of love and mercy to people in need (Jas. 1:27).

 Y Jesus redeemed us from spiritual captivity. How does His redemption lead us to meet 
physical and temporal needs of people around us? 

 Y Why is it problematic for Christians to focus only on spiritual problems and fail to meet 
physical needs?


