
ITEM 11

FOLLOWING JESUS
WILL CAUSE YOU 
TO ABANDON YOUR 
HEART IDOLS

As they were traveling on the road someone said to him, 

“I will follow you wherever you go.” Jesus told him, 

“Foxes have dens, and birds of the sky have nests, but 

the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”  

—Luke 9:57-58

Idol of a comfortable 
and secure lifestyle

Then He said to another, “Follow Me.”

“Lord,” he said, “first let me go bury my father.” But He 

told him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go 

and spread the news of the kingdom of God.”  

—Luke 9:59-60

Idol of family

Another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but first let me 

go and say good-bye to those at my house.” But Jesus 

said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and 

looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”  

—Luke 9:61-62

Idol of indecisiveness

“If you want to be perfect,” Jesus said to him, “go, sell 

your belongings and give to the poor, and you will 

have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”  

—Matthew 19:21

Idol of material 
possessions

But Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, 

I’ll give half of my possessions to the poor, Lord. And if I 

have extorted anything from anyone, I’ll pay back four 

times as much.” 

“Today salvation has come to this house,” Jesus told 

him, “because he too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of 

Man has come to seek and to save the lost.”  

—Luke 19:8-10

Idol of material 
possessions

The point of all these tough words as Jesus interacts with different people is not to create 
laws that all disciples or all missionaries have to keep … The point is that Jesus knows 
everyone’s idol. Jesus knows perfectly what is competing in your heart with affection for 
him. He looks everyone of us in the face this morning and sees right to our heart. —John Piper


