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SESSION 9

Jesus and 
John the Baptist

Summary and Goal 

John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus by pointing to Him and His kingdom, by finding his 
greatest joy in Jesus’ exaltation, and by warning others and witnessing to the love and power of God. 
Because John recognized his purpose and his identity, he offered his heart with joyful gladness to the 
Messiah who was coming. From John we learn how to find our identity in Christ and how our mission 
goes forward as people who “decrease” in order that Christ may receive all the glory.

Main Passage
John 3:22-36

Session Outline
1.  John’s mission was to point forward to the Messiah (John 3:22-28).
2.  John’s manner was humble and joyful toward the Messiah (John 3:29-30).
3.  John’s message was one of warning and witness (John 3:31-36).

Theological Theme
Humility is finding joy in Christ’s significance, not our own. 

Christ Connection
John the Baptist said he wasn’t the bridegroom but the friend of the bridegroom. As the friend, it was 
his responsibility to decrease in stature and take joy in the groom’s wedding. Jesus is the bridegroom 
from above who came to give His life for His bride—those who receive His Word and believe in Him. 

Missional Application
God calls us to find joy in pointing others not to ourselves or to our accomplishments but to the 
soul-satisfying, self-giving Savior. 
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Introduction 
Lead with the writer’s story about “glow sticks” to make the point that 
brokenness is a prerequisite to being used by God (leader p. 118; PSG p. 92). 

Why is it necessary for someone to be broken and humbled 
in order for God to work through them? 

Why must humility be present if we are to follow 
Jesus faithfully?

Introduce John the Baptist as the forerunner to the Messiah, acknowledging 
his exemplary humility (leader p. 118). Then summarize this session on how 
John prepared the way for Jesus (leader p. 119; PSG p. 93). 

1.  John’s mission was to point forward to the 
Messiah (John 3:22-28).

Read John 3:22-28. State that John’s followers were concerned about Jesus’ 
rising popularity and came to him with questions (leader pp. 119-120; 
PSG pp. 93-94). 

When have you felt like the success of someone else 
was a threat to you personally or a signal that you were 
inadequate? How did you respond? 

How do you think John’s disciples expected him to respond 
to their question? 

Comment on how John the Baptist’s response was seasoned with humility 
because he knew he was not the Messiah. At this point, recall John’s mission 
highlighted on Pack Item 8: Jesus Is God—John was to prepare the way of the 
Lord, an Old Testament reference to Yahweh being fulfilled in Jesus. Like John, 
we are called to point people to Jesus and away from ourselves (leader p. 120; 
PSG pp. 94-95). 

In what ways does our mission today resemble that of 
John the Baptist’s? 

Pack Item 6: 
John the 
Baptist’s Life
Refer again to this timeline 
pack item to recall John’s 
significance as a prophet 
but also his humble 
purpose to point forward 
to Jesus.

 For Further 
Discussion
How might churches 
and ministries point to 
themselves more than 
to Jesus?

How can we guard against 
“proclaiming ourselves” 
as Lord rather than Jesus 
(see 2 Cor. 4:5)?

Jesus and 
John the Baptist

Session Plan

Session 9
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2.  John’s manner was humble and joyful toward 
the Messiah (John 3:29-30). 

Ask a volunteer to read John 3:29-30. Explain John the Baptist’s illustration 
of a wedding to describe his role (leader p. 121; PSG p. 95). 

When have you found great joy in helping someone who 
was in the spotlight or center of attention? What was that 
experience like?

Share the writer’s story about his experience as a groomsman joyfully serving the 
groom (or consider using an example from a group member given in response to the 
previous question). Emphasize John the Baptist’s joy in serving Jesus—a model for 
us to follow in making Jesus known (leader p. 122; PSG p. 96). 

What areas of your life make it hard for you to find 
“complete joy” in Jesus? 

What is the relation of pride or humility to those areas of 
your life? 

3.  John’s message was one of warning and 
witness (John 3:31-36).

Read John 3:31-36. Explain the ways John the Baptist pointed to Jesus’ 
supremacy. Then ask groups of 3-4 to answer the questions using the chart in the 
PSG. After a couple of moments, call for some responses for the whole group 
(leader pp. 122-123; PSG p. 97). 

Highlight how John not only witnessed to others about Jesus’ identity but 
also warned people of the consequences of rejecting Jesus—the wrath of 
God. We are saved for Jesus from the punishment our sin deserves. State that 
faithful witnessing to the love of God means we call people to be saved from 
God’s wrath (leader p. 124; PSG p. 98). 

What role does speaking of God’s judgment have in our 
witness to Jesus? 

What happens when we minimize or neglect this part of 
our message? 

Conclusion 
Recap John the Baptist’s humble joy in Jesus’ increase. Like John, God calls 
us to take a humble posture, pointing away from ourselves and to Jesus Christ 
(leader p. 125; PSG p. 99). Apply the truths of this session with “His Mission, 
Your Mission” (PSG p. 100). 

 For Further 
Discussion
How has God used 
moments when you were in 
the spotlight to teach you 
about humility?

How has God taught you 
about humility by taking 
the spotlight off of you?

Conclusion Option
Consider concluding this 
session by singing “O for a 
Thousand Tongues to Sing” 
together as a group.

(A printable PDF of this 
hymn is available on the 
DVD in The Gospel Project 
for Adults: Leader Pack. Make 
as many copies as needed.)

Christ Connection: John 
the Baptist said he wasn’t 
the bridegroom but the 
friend of the bridegroom. 
As the friend, it was his 
responsibility to decrease 
in stature and take joy in 
the groom’s wedding. Jesus 
is the bridegroom from 
above who came to give 
His life for His bride—those 
who receive His Word and 
believe in Him. 

........................................................

Missional Application: 
God calls us to find joy 
in pointing others not 
to ourselves or to our 
accomplishments but 
to the soul-satisfying, 
self-giving Savior.
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Introduction 
A few years ago, I was with my daughter at an event where everyone 

was wearing white or fluorescent colors so they could be illuminated by 
several black lights in the room. We received some glow sticks while we 
were there, something I had to explain to my daughter, who was only four 
years old at the time. 

My daughter was unhappy with her glow stick because it wasn’t 
glowing, so she told me to throw it away. I said, “Of course it’s not working. 
It’s not broken yet. It won’t work until it’s broken.” She was puzzled but 
intrigued. I took her glow stick, bent it in half until we heard it snap, and 
immediately the fluorescent orange appeared out of nowhere. Her eyes 
opened wide and she squealed, “Daddy, do it again!” I continued to break 
the glow stick in various places until it was totally consumed with the glow.

I think back to that occasion whenever I read about God using broken 
people to further His purposes. Brokenness—the bending of our will 
and the humbling of our hearts—is a prerequisite to being used by God. 
Whenever we ask God to rid us of our pride and to break our wills, we are 
asking Him to do something that will allow us to shine for His glory. We 
won’t glow with love for God until we’re broken and humbled by God’s 
love for us. 

Why is it necessary for someone to be broken and humbled 
in order for God to work through them? 

Why must humility be present if we are to follow 
Jesus faithfully?

The Gospels teach us about one of the greatest men who ever lived, 
but this man was so humble that he knew he paled in comparison to the 
Man he was called to point to. This man was John the Baptist. John was 
the forerunner to the Messiah, and in humility, he ran in his lane well. 
He decreased so that the reputation and ministry of Jesus could increase. 
That’s humility. And in John we see what it looks like to make less of 
ourselves so we can make more of Jesus. 

 Voices from 
the Church
“Jesus is being held up as 
glorious—magnificent, 
splendid, supreme—full 
of grace and truth. And 
as we are enabled to see 
him for who he really is, 
grace upon grace streams 
into our lives. And Jesus 
becomes for us the 
most precious reality in 
the world—forgiving all 
our sins, providing all 
our righteousness, and 
becoming an all-satisfying 
Treasure and Friend.” 1 

–John Piper

Jesus and 
John the Baptist

Expanded Session Content

Session 9
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Session Summary
In this session, we will see how John the Baptist prepared the way for 

Jesus by pointing to Him and His kingdom, by finding his greatest joy 
in Jesus’ exaltation, and by warning others and witnessing to the love and 
power of God. Because John recognized his purpose and his identity, he 
offered his heart with joyful gladness to the Messiah who was coming. 
From John we learn how to find our identity in Christ and how our 
mission goes forward as people who “decrease” in order that Christ may 
receive all the glory.

1.  John’s mission was to point forward to the 
Messiah (John 3:22-28).
We have arrived at the point in the Gospel storyline when the 

vibrant ministry of John the Baptist is beginning to wane and the 
ministry of Jesus is just getting started. During this period of transition 
from John the Baptist to Jesus, there could have been major disputes, 
a falling out, or some sort of conflict between Jesus and John. Instead, 
John the Baptist handled his declining popularity and Jesus’ rise with 
the kind of humility and confidence that is characteristic of someone 
who knew his mission. 

22 After this, Jesus and his 
disciples went to the Judean 
countryside, where he spent 
time with them and baptized.

23 John also was baptizing 
in Aenon near Salim, because 
there was plenty of water 
there. People were coming 
and being baptized, 24 since 
John had not yet been thrown 
into prison.

25 Then a dispute arose 
between John’s disciples and 

a Jew about purification. 26 So they came to John and told him, “Rabbi, 
the one you testified about, and who was with you across the Jordan, is 
baptizing—and everyone is going to him.”

27 John responded, “No one can receive anything unless it has been 
given to him from heaven. 28 You yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am 
not the Messiah, but I’ve been sent ahead of him. 

 Further 
Commentary
“Jesus ‘was baptizing,’ that 
is, overseeing his disciples 
(see 4:2) as they continued 
administering the baptism 
of John, which was based 
on repentance and which 
symbolized purification 
from sin. ‘John had not 
yet been put in prison’ 
alerts readers to the fact 
that everything that has 
happened up to this point 
in John’s Gospel takes 
place prior to Mark 1:14 
(‘after John was arrested’). 
The Baptist’s assertion that 
he has been ‘sent before’ 
the Messiah alludes to 
Mal. 3:1, which is directly 
applied to the Baptist 
in Matt. 11:10; Mark 1:2; 
and Luke 7:27.” 2 

–Andreas J. Köstenberger, 
ESV Study Bible
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Some of John’s followers, his disciples, came up to him with a problem 
on their minds. They were concerned about matters related to ceremonial 
washing and ritual purification. They were also curious about the rise of 
Jesus’ ministry and why His disciples were performing baptisms, just as 
John was doing. 

More and more people were going to see Jesus and His disciples to be 
baptized. Who was this Man? Why were people going to Him and not John? 
Did Jesus’ ministry mean that John’s work was no longer effective? Perhaps 
the disciples of John felt like Jesus’ rising popularity was a threat to their own 
work. Whatever their motivations, they came to John with questions. 

When have you felt like the success of someone else 
was a threat to you personally or a signal that you were 
inadequate? How did you respond? 

How do you think John’s disciples expected him to respond 
to their question? 

John the Baptist’s response was seasoned with humility. He attributed 
the growth of Jesus’ ministry to God, not gimmicks, bells, whistles, or 
first-century Jewish marketing schemes. 

On a deeper level, John recognized that Jesus’ ministry was always 
designed to supplant his own. That’s why John reminded his followers that 
he was not the Messiah and that the Messiah’s work would be greater than 
his. What’s remarkable in this response is how content John seems to be 
with these developments. He could be humble and confident because he 
knew what his role was—to point people to the Messiah! 

Like John, we are called to point people to Jesus and away from 
ourselves. However, fulfilling our mission of pointing others to Christ is 
impossible unless we intentionally leverage the gifts God has given us for 
His glory, not as a distraction that brings attention to ourselves. Our 
mission is to point people to Jesus. We should do everything we can not to 
get in the way! 

Whenever our pride leads us to begin to seek glory for ourselves, we 
fall into the trap of making ourselves more and more attractive in order to 
gain more and more followers. Then, instead of celebrating Jesus, we begin 
to compete with each other. Our zeal is no longer for the gospel and for 
God’s glory but for the building of our own kingdom. John the Baptist’s 
ministry challenges us to find our ultimate purpose in bringing glory 
to Christ.

In what ways does our mission today resemble that of 
John the Baptist’s? 

 Voices from 
Church History
“We ought to be content 
with the measures allotted 
to us and to rejoice in the 
honors assigned to us 
from heaven. But, by no 
means, should we stretch 
out beyond what has been 
given us, nor in our desire 
of things greater, appear to 
be unthankful or to despise 
the decree from above and 
fight against the judgment 
of the Lord…Whatever 
God shall deign to honor 
us with, [let us] value 
that highly.” 3 

–Cyril of Alexandria  
(circa 375-444)

 Voices from 
Church History
“See what it is that 
Christ expects, and then 
yield yourselves to his 
whole will.” 4 

–John Wesley (1703-1791)
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2.  John’s manner was humble and joyful toward 
the Messiah (John 3:29-30).
As John the Baptist’s response to his disciples continued, we catch 

a glimpse of his character—his inner joy at the coming of the Messiah. 
Don’t miss the connection here between John’s humility (“I must 
decrease”) and John’s joy (“this joy of mine is complete”). 

29 He who has the bride is the groom. But the groom’s friend, who stands 
by and listens for him, rejoices greatly at the groom’s voice. So this joy of 
mine is complete. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.”

As John the Baptist explained his reasons for being joyful, not envious, 
of Jesus’ ministry, he turned to a common illustration of a wedding. John’s 
analogy went like this: “I am like the best man at a wedding feast, and 
Jesus is like the groom. As the groom’s friend, I find great joy in the groom 
marrying his bride.” 

Like other friends of the groom, John was saying that his role was to 
prepare things for the wedding, to assist the groom whenever possible, and 
to serve the groom well. At a wedding, it is the groom’s day to be in the 
spotlight, not the groomsmen. 

When have you found great joy in helping someone who 
was in the spotlight or center of attention? What was that 
experience like?

John the Baptist’s analogy of the wedding feast reminds me of a time 
I served as a groomsman for a close friend of mine. On the day of his 
wedding, a number of issues arose that were stressing out the couple 
before the ceremony—quirky things that kept them from savoring their 
special day. 

An hour before the ceremony, I noticed the groom was sitting down 
with his face in the palm of his hands. Several of us walked over to him 
and asked him what was wrong. The ushers had not shown up, the 
caterer was late, and family members were fussing about where they were 
sitting. The other groomsmen and I sprang into action. We divvied up 
the different responsibilities and put out all of the “small fires” within 
30 minutes. The wedding went on without a hitch. Later that evening, 
right before he left on his honeymoon, the groom was bursting with 
gratitude for all we had done. I remember how joyful I felt in knowing we 
had served the groom well. 

 Further 
Commentary
“This verse is a parable that 
explains John the Baptist’s 
understanding of his 
own role. The ‘friend who 
attends the bridegroom,’ 
the ancient equivalent of 
a ‘best man’ who organized 
the details and presided 
over a Judean wedding 
(Galilean weddings were 
ordered on somewhat 
different lines), found his 
greatest joy in watching the 
ceremony proceed without 
a problem, and in knowing 
that the groom and his 
bride were being united 
with great rejoicing. We 
cannot imagine that John 
the Baptist was ignorant of 
the many Old Testament 
passages that depict Israel 
or the faithful within Israel 
as the bride of the Lord 
(e.g., Isa. 62:4-5; Jer. 2:2; 
Hos. 2:16-20). Rather 
obliquely John is therefore 
also saying that the Jesus 
he has introduced to the 
faithful remnant in Israel 
is none other than Israel’s 
King and Messiah. Jesus 
may allude to the same 
heritage of understanding 
in Mark 2:19…John says, 
‘He must become greater; 
I must become less.’ The 
‘must’ (dei) is nothing 
less than the determined 
will of God. John finds 
his joy, not in grudgingly 
conceding victory to 
a superior opponent, 
but in wholeheartedly 
embracing God’s will, and 
the supremacy it assigns to 
Jesus. A great deal of later 
Christian piety has turned 
on the same truth.” 5 

–D. A Carson
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In a similar way, John the Baptist found complete joy in his subservient 
role to Jesus. He recognized Jesus was the groom, the center of attention, 
the long-awaited Messiah. John understood that his role was to make sure 
that the Groom would be exalted and that no distractions would 
hinder Him. 

John the Baptist’s words here give us a model for how we should find 
our joy. It should be our goal, drive, and practice to see Jesus lifted up and 
exalted above everyone and everything. Our joy should come from the fact 
that Jesus is being made known more widely and deeply. When God 
breaks us of the callous pride we have in our hearts, we are then able to 
find joy in humility—in a humble posture that seeks to make much of 
Jesus and to make ourselves of no reputation. 

What areas of your life make it hard for you to find 
“complete joy” in Jesus? 

What is the relation of pride or humility to those areas of 
your life? 

3.  John’s message was one of warning and 
witness (John 3:31-36).
Next we dig into John the Baptist’s relation to Jesus. As the passage 

continues, we see how John the Baptist was a witness to Jesus—a witness 
who testified that Jesus was sent by the Father and a witness who warned 
that rejecting Jesus was rejecting eternal life. Take a look: 

31 The one who comes from above is above all. The one who is from 
the earth is earthly and speaks in earthly terms. The one who comes from 
heaven is above all. 32 He testifies to what he has seen and heard, and yet 
no one accepts his testimony. 33 The one who has accepted his testimony 
has affirmed that God is true. 34 For the one whom God sent speaks God’s 
words, since he gives the Spirit without measure. 35 The Father loves the 
Son and has given all things into his hands. 36 The one who believes in 
the Son has eternal life, but the one who rejects the Son will not see life; 
instead, the wrath of God remains on him.

John the Baptist saw Jesus as superior, both in where He came from 
and also in what He taught. John’s witness to Christ focused first on Jesus’ 
origin. Jesus is the Messiah who comes from heaven, while John was a 
witness who was from the earth. The point here is that John the Baptist 
was under the authority of Jesus because Jesus came from heaven. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“It is here that John’s 
greatness is supremely 
brought to our notice; 
that when he could be 
thought to be the Christ, he 
preferred to bear witness 
to the Christ, to bring him 
to our notice…He preferred 
to humble himself rather 
than to be taken for 
the Christ and taken in 
by himself.” 6 

–Augustine (354-430)

 Voices from 
the Church
“Pity the preacher whose 
message is all about Jesus 
but whose ministry is all 
about himself.” 7 

–Trevin Wax
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Next, see how this passage shows that Jesus’ teaching is superior to 
John the Baptist’s. Everything Jesus taught was and is true. Everything 
Jesus said about Himself being the Messiah, the promised One, was and is 
true. The point here is that John was a witness to Jesus, while Jesus spoke 
the very words of God. Not only that, but Jesus also had the power to give 
the Spirit to those who believe and accept His testimony. 

What we have here is a great summary of how John the Baptist 
pointed to Jesus’ supremacy: 
•  Jesus is from heaven, while John was from the earth. 
•  Jesus speaks the words of God, while John spoke about Jesus. 
•  Jesus gives the Spirit and life, while John affirmed Jesus’ testimony. 

What are some truths about 
Jesus that should be part of our 
sharing the gospel? 

What do these truths 
communicate about Jesus? 

 Further 
Commentary
“It is John’s plan in writing 
this book to show ‘that 
Jesus is the Christ’ (20:31), 
and one way he does this 
is to emphasize that Jesus 
does not take his origin 
from the earth. Being 
‘from above,’ he is superior 
to all on earth. ‘The one 
who is from the earth’ is 
a general term that has its 
application to the whole 
human race. None such 
can ever do other than 
speak ‘from the earth’ 
(‘from’ here denotes origin; 
it must not be understood 
as though it meant ‘about’; 
he may speak ‘about’ 
heavenly realities, but it is 
still true that what he says 
originates on earth). But 
there is particular reference 
to John the Baptist. His 
followers may think of 
him as the Messiah, but 
the Evangelist cannot 
but contrast him with the 
Messiah. The Baptist is 
‘from the earth.’ He does 
not come ‘from above.’ 
His teaching is important 
(cf. the stress placed on 
John’s ‘witness’), but it 
must always be borne in 
mind that it is of earthly 
origin. The repeated 
affirmation that Christ is 
‘above all’ is impressive. He 
is absolutely preeminent. 
The words refer to all things 
and all people.” 8 

–Leon Morris
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John the Baptist not only witnessed to others about Jesus’ identity; 
he also warned people of the consequences of rejecting Jesus. It is here 
that John brought up the wrath of God as the opposite of eternal life. 
Those who do not believe in Jesus or accept His testimony about 
Himself are under the wrath of God—God’s good and righteous 
judgment against sin. Whether they realize it or not, they are on the 
road to destruction. 

When I was a sophomore in high school, before I was a believer, I was 
the ringleader of a group of thieves. Not only did I steal things from the 
classrooms of my school, I also developed strategies and plans, recruited 
other students, and stored the stolen items in the locker room. When I was 
called out of class to speak to the vice-principal, I discovered there were 
teachers and security guards waiting for me. They had known the entire 
time that we were taking things. They had tracked us from the beginning, 
and they asked me to return the items. 

At first, I denied everything and told them they could check my 
locker. “We know you’ve moved the items already,” they said. They 
gave me the choice of admitting my wrongdoing or going to juvenile 
detention for my actions. So I went to the place where we were storing 
the stolen goods and brought them back and surrendered them and 
faced my suspension. I admitted my guilt in order not to face the 
worst consequences. 

In reading John the Baptist’s warning against rejecting the Son, I’m 
reminded of the sobering reality that God already knows all of our sin 
(Rom. 5:8). He is gracious and patient, offering us the gift of eternal life 
and calling us away from a life of sin and death. 

But God is also truthful when He declares that the day will come 
when those who persist in sin will face His just judgment. John the 
Baptist’s witness was not merely about the glory of Christ; it was also 
about being saved from the wrath of God. We are saved for Jesus from the 
punishment our sin deserves. Faithful witnessing to the love of God means 
we call people to be saved from God’s wrath. 

What role does speaking of God’s judgment have in our 
witness to Jesus? 

What happens when we minimize or neglect this part of 
our message? 

 Further 
Commentary
“In typical Johannine 
fashion the positive is 
followed by the negative. 
We might have expected 
‘whoever does not believe,’ 
and indeed, some hold 
that the verb John uses 
should be translated that 
way. It seems that ‘does 
not obey’ is the meaning, 
but this is not so markedly 
different, for those who 
believe do in fact obey the 
Son, and those who do not 
believe do not in fact obey 
him. The verb is a present 
participle indicating a 
continuing attitude. This 
verse is important in view 
of the idea held by some 
that John’s concept of faith 
is an intellectual one, the 
assent to certain truths. 
This verse shows that for 
him faith and conduct 
are closely linked. Faith 
necessarily issues in action. 
The thought is like that in 
verse 18ff., where those 
who are not saved are 
the people who choose 
darkness rather than light, 
who hate the light, and 
do not come to it. Of such 
a person it is now said 
that he ‘will not see life’…
Disobedience cuts people 
off from that life which is 
life indeed. Far from seeing 
life…they can look for 
nothing but the continuing 
wrath of God.” 9 

–Leon Morris

 Voices from 
the Church
“When you know who 
God is, when you 
know who Jesus is, 
witnessing mission is the 
unavoidable outcome.” 10 

–Christopher Wright
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Conclusion 
John the Baptist was a firsthand witness of the ministry of Jesus. 

Because of his humility, he was able to take joy in the fact that Jesus was 
becoming known, even more known than he was at the time. John 
coupled his joyful expression with a timely warning that it was not enough 
just to acknowledge Jesus or to crowd around Him while He was 
ministering. Rather, what God wanted was for the people to listen to the 
testimony of Jesus and to embrace Him as their Lord and Savior. 

God is calling us to do work like John the Baptist. Our brokenness in 
the hands of God can be used to humble us so we can glow for His glory 
in the darkness of this world. The goal, then, is to turn the attention and 
the affection of people toward Jesus as we make Him known. Nothing 
should bring more joy and satisfaction to our hearts than seeing people 
know and embrace Jesus as their Savior. 

We must take on the humble posture of John the Baptist and see 
ourselves as a friend to the Groom, pointing away from ourselves and to Jesus 
Christ—the one and only. We shine the spotlight on Him, not ourselves. 

CHRIST CONNECTION: John the Baptist said he wasn’t the 
bridegroom but the friend of the bridegroom. As the friend, it was 
his responsibility to decrease in stature and take joy in the groom’s 
wedding. Jesus is the bridegroom from above who came to give His 
life for His bride—those who receive His Word and believe in Him.

O for a thousand tongues to sing My great Redeemer’s praise, 
The glories of my God and King, The triumphs of His grace!

My gracious Master and my God, Assist me to proclaim, 
To Spread through all the earth abroad The honors of Thy name.

Jesus, the name that calms my fears, That bids my sorrows cease; 
’Tis music in the sinner’s ears; ’Tis life and health and peace.

He breaks the power of cancelled sin, He sets the pris’ner free; 
His blood can make the foulest clean, His blood availed for me. 11 

–Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

 Voices from 
the Church
“Lost people are more 
amazed at our silence 
than offended at 
our message.” 12 

–Alvin Reid

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
87. Evangelism 

It is the duty and privilege 
of every Christian and of 
every church of the Lord 
Jesus Christ to make 
disciples of all nations. 
The new birth of man’s 
spirit by God’s Holy Spirit 
means the birth of love 
for others. Missionary 
effort on the part of all 
thus rests upon a spiritual 
necessity of the regenerate 
life and is expressly and 
repeatedly commanded 
in the teachings of Christ. 
The Lord Jesus Christ has 
commanded the preaching 
of the gospel to all nations. 
It is the duty of every child 
of God to seek constantly 
to win the lost to Christ by 
verbal witness undergirded 
by a Christian lifestyle.
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Get expert insights on weekly studies through Ministry 
Grid at MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject. 
Grow with other group leaders at the Group Ministry 
blog at LifeWay.com/GroupMinistry.

Study Material

 - “What Do the Signs Show? Jesus and Nicodemus (John 3:1-21)”—
Pages 430-434 from Jesus According to Scripture by Darrell L. Bock

 - “John the Baptist on Gospel-Centered Discipleship”—Blog post by Ed 
Litton; find a link to this blog post at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources  

 - Previous Biblical Illustrator articles, including “John’s Wilderness Baptism,” 
can be purchased, along with other articles for this quarter, at 
LifeWay.com/BiblicalIllustrator. Look for Bundles: The Gospel Project.
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Jesus and John the Baptist

Tip of the Week
Encourage Your Group Members to Get a GRIP 

Each Christian is uniquely designed by God to contribute to his or her 
small group. Four areas in particular provide opportunities for a person to 
lovingly give of themselves for the sake of the others: G-R-I-P.
•  Spiritual Gifts. These are given to believers by the Holy Spirit to be 

exercised in His power for the benefit of others. We have been given 
different gifts in order to highlight our need for unity.

•  Resources. Our individual skills, abilities, possessions, and time are to be 
put to use for the blessing of others.

•  Individual Experiences. The unique experiences of group members serve 
to display the variety of God’s work in His people.

•  Passions. One member’s passion for a ministry or calling can encourage 
others to participate and even ignite their own passions for God’s work. 13

Sermon Podcast

Clint Pressley: “John the Baptist”  

Find a link to this at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources

Additional Resources
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Unit 1:  
Michael Card has recorded over 37 albums, authored over 
25 books, hosted a radio program, and written for a wide range 
of magazines. He has penned such favorites as “El Shaddai,” 
“Love Crucified Arose,” and “Emmanuel.” He has sold more 
than 4 million albums and written over 19 #1 hits, but the 
popularity of his work seems a stark contrast to his goal in 
life—to simply and quietly teach the Bible.

Unit 2:  
D. A. Horton currently serves as a pastor at Reach Fellowship, 
a church plant in Los Angeles, California, and as the Chief 
Evangelist for UYWI. He is also working toward his PhD 
in Applied Theology at Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He and his wife, Elicia, have three children, Izabelle, 
Lola, and Damon Jr (aka Duce).

Special Session—Easter:  
Richard R. Melick Jr. serves as a Distinguished Professor of 
New Testament, Affiliated Faculty, at Gateway Seminary. He 
is a consulting editor for The New American Commentary, for 
which he also contributed the volume Philippians, Colossians, 
Philemon. He and his wife, Shera, coauthored Teaching That 
Transforms. They have three children and eight grandchildren. 
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