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SESSION 11

Jesus Rejected 
in Nazareth

Summary and Goal 

Jesus spoke in the synagogue in His hometown of Nazareth. After He read the words of Scripture, 
Jesus claimed to be the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy and that His mission was to free people held 
by various types of bondage and sin. The people in Jesus’ town rejected Him as a prophet and rejected 
His message of liberation. As followers of Jesus, we should expect to face opposition and experience 
hostility because of the gospel, but we can also depend on the Spirit’s power to endure.

Main Passage
Luke 4:14-30

Session Outline
1.  Jesus claimed to be the Spirit-filled Messiah promised by Isaiah (Luke 4:14-22).
2.  Jesus faced rejection from His people, just like the prophets (Luke 4:23-27).
3.  Jesus continued His ministry despite His people’s rejection (Luke 4:28-30).

Theological Theme
Rejection and opposition do not stop Spirit-empowered ministry.

Christ Connection
Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah wrote about God’s plan to send a Messiah 
who would bring good news and redeem people who were in captivity. Jesus read Isaiah’s words and 
told everyone that He is the promised Messiah who fulfills Isaiah’s prophecy.

Missional Application
God calls us to endure in our mission even when we face rejection from the people closest to us.
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Introduction 
Connect stories of people’s overcoming failure or rejection with the Christian 
experience of facing opposition in ministry (leader p. 142; PSG p. 110). 

When have you felt rejected by someone? 

How does the closeness of your relationship to someone 
influence the feeling of rejection?

Summarize this session about when Jesus spoke in the synagogue of His 
hometown of Nazareth (leader p. 143; PSG p. 111). 

1.  Jesus claimed to be the Spirit-filled Messiah 
promised by Isaiah (Luke 4:14-22).

Ask a volunteer to read Luke 4:14-22. Explain that Jesus went into the 
synagogue, as was the custom, and read from Isaiah 61:1-2. Point out that 
this passage indicates that the ministry of the Messiah would answer both 
spiritual and physical needs (leader pp. 143-144; PSG pp. 111-112). 

Jesus redeemed us from spiritual captivity. How does His 
redemption lead us to meet physical and temporal needs 
of people around us? 

Why is it problematic for Christians to focus only on spiritual 
problems and fail to meet physical needs? 

State why Jesus’ reading of the passage was shocking. First, Jesus was 
implying that He Himself was the Messiah. Second, Jesus’ words were 
shocking because of what He didn’t read (leader p. 145). Jesus claimed to be 
the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy. The people were amazed, but soon His 
hometown would reject Him (leader p. 145; PSG p. 113). 

What are some ways people try to discredit the uniqueness 
of Jesus? 

Why is it important that Christians highlight the fact that 
Jesus is distinct from others? 

Introduction Option
Start the session by 
asking the group about 
their favorite stories of 
people overcoming the 
odds. Show the clip “Rudy, 
Rudy, Rudy” from the 
movie Rudy.  Explain that 
the plot is based on the 
true story of a boy who 
dreamed of playing for the 
University of Notre Dame’s 
football team. After years 
of overcoming failure and 
rejection, Rudy finally gets 
the chance to experience 
his dream, albeit briefly. 
Ask the following questions 
to connect this with 
the session:

•  How does persevering 
through considerable 
struggle sweeten the 
achievement of your goals?

•  Why do you think the 
crowd identifies with Rudy 
and is able to share in 
his success?

www.wingclips.com/movie-
clips/rudy/rudy-rudy-rudy

 For Further 
Discussion
Why should we say that 
the gospel is the ultimate 
solution to all problems, 
both spiritual and physical?

Why do you think most 
people would find this 
claim objectionable 
and absurd?

Jesus Rejected 
in Nazareth

Session Plan

Session 11
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2.  Jesus faced rejection from His people, just 
like the prophets (Luke 4:23-27).

Read Luke 4:23-27. Show how people in Jesus’ hometown did not see Him as 
special or unique (leader p. 146; PSG p. 114). 

What do you think about Jesus’ decision not to perform 
miracles in Nazareth? 

Why did Jesus respond to their rejection in this way? 

Share how the day of freedom Jesus proclaimed would include other nations, 
illustrated in the ministries of Elijah and Elisha. Communicate the highlights 
of these Old Testament stories from the Leader chart so group members can record 
some notes in the chart in their PSG. Explain why the telling of these two stories 
was offensive to people in Jesus’ time (leader pp. 146-147; PSG pp. 114-115). 

When have you faced rejection because of your faith? 

3.  Jesus continued His ministry despite His 
people’s rejection (Luke 4:28-30). 

Read Luke 4:28-30. Note the people’s response of anger and rejection, but 
Jesus pressed on in His ministry (leader p. 148; PSG pp. 115-116). 

In what ways have you seen the work of God continue in 
spite of opposition and obstacles? 

Remind the group that Jesus said His followers would also face rejection 
as He did, but we press on in faithfulness because of the Holy Spirit. Such 
faithfulness looks like this (leader pp. 148-149; PSG p. 116): 
•  Abiding in constant fellowship with God 
•  Allowing God’s Word to be the umpire for all of our actions
•  Submitting to the Holy Spirit’s control 

In what ways does our endurance in the midst of rejection 
or opposition strengthen our witness and mission? 

Conclusion
Encourage the group that by looking at how Jesus endured rejection and 
persecution, we can find the hope we need to endure and press on with the 
gospel when we face rejection (leader p. 149; PSG p. 117). Apply the truths of 
this session with “His Mission, Your Mission” (PSG p. 118). 

Pass out bookmarks from Pack Item 9: Other-Worldliness to help your group 
remember the implications of rejection and faithfulness in following Christ.

Point 2 Option
Instead of communicating 
the stories of Elijah and 
Elisha yourself, consider 
enlisting two volunteers 
to do so. Prior to the group 
meeting, have them read 
the Scripture passages for 
the stories Jesus referenced 
and ask them to summarize 
the stories for the group, 
emphasizing the faithless 
state of the people of Israel 
and the fact that God 
provided miracles through 
these prophets for those 
who were not of Israel. 

 For Further 
Discussion
How would you explain 
the biblical truth that 
suffering for the sake of 
the gospel is a means of 
experiencing God’s grace 
(see 1 Pet. 4:12-14)?

Christ Connection: 
Hundreds of years before 
Jesus was born, the 
prophet Isaiah wrote 
about God’s plan to send 
a Messiah who would 
bring good news and 
redeem people who were in 
captivity. Jesus read Isaiah’s 
words and told everyone 
that He is the promised 
Messiah who fulfills 
Isaiah’s prophecy.

........................................................

Missional Application: God 
calls us to endure in our 
mission even when we face 
rejection from the people 
closest to us.
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Introduction 
I love stories about people who overcame seasons of failure or moments 

of rejection before they discovered success. 
•  R. H. Macy failed in several business startups before hitting it big with 

his clothing store in New York City. We know it today as Macy’s.
•  When he was just 22, Walt Disney was fired from the newspaper he 

worked for because he was not creative enough to deliver good ideas. 
Of course, Disney later went on to create one of the world’s best-known 
and most-beloved cartoon characters, as well as build an entertainment 
empire based on imagination. 

•  Then there’s Albert Einstein, one of the greatest scientific minds 
humanity has ever known. He was unable to talk until he was four years 
old, unable to read until he was seven, and was considered mentally 
handicapped due to his dyslexia. 

As much as these stories inspire me, I gravitate toward stories of 
Christians overcoming various forms of opposition through the ministry 
of the Spirit, who makes known the glory of Jesus through their sufferings. 
There is nothing like hearing stories of believers whose faith shines bright 
during times of adversity.

I recently met a man whose family came from a different religious 
heritage. When his parents converted to Christianity, he was enraged. 
He rejected his parents and joined the rest of his family in antagonizing 
them for their newfound faith. But over time, God broke through the 
hardness of this man’s heart, and the man put his faith in Jesus. In our 
conversations together, we discussed the reconciliation process he would 
undergo with his parents, but we also recognized the adversity he would 
face from the other members of the family. I’ve been blessed to watch the 
man demonstrate courage and confidence in facing rejection. 

Courage and confidence. Those two characteristics are available 
to every believer through the power of the Holy Spirit. And those two 
characteristics are visible in the life of Jesus when He faced rejection from 
the people who knew Him best.

 Voices from 
the Church
“The portrait of Jesus in 
this section is of someone 
who is empowered by 
the Holy Spirit. This 
empowering divides 
those Jesus meets into 
two groups: those who 
recognize God in Jesus’ 
words and works and 
those who do not.” 1 

–Paul John Isaak

Jesus Rejected 
in Nazareth

Expanded Session Content

Session 11
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When have you felt rejected by someone? 

How does the closeness of your relationship to someone 
influence the feeling of rejection?

Session Summary
In this session we see Jesus speaking in the synagogue in His hometown 

of Nazareth. After He read the words of Scripture, Jesus claimed to be the 
fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy and that His mission was to free people held 
by various types of bondage and sin. The people in Jesus’ town rejected Him 
as a prophet and rejected His message of liberation. As followers of Jesus, 
we should expect to face opposition and experience hostility because of the 
gospel, but we can also depend on the Spirit’s power to endure.

1.  Jesus claimed to be the Spirit-filled Messiah 
promised by Isaiah (Luke 4:14-22).
Luke 4:14-15 places the ministry of Jesus in the region of Galilee. 

Through His teaching and miracles, Jesus demonstrated the power of the 
Holy Spirit. The news about His ministry spread, and people began to 
praise Him for the good work He was doing. But now the scene shifts, 
and Luke wants us to see the contrast between Jesus’ reception in Galilee 
and His rejection in Nazareth, the place where He grew up. 

14 Then Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news 
about him spread throughout the entire vicinity. 15 He was teaching in 
their synagogues, being praised by everyone.

16 He came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. As usual, he 
entered the synagogue on the Sabbath day and stood up to read. 17 The 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him, and unrolling the scroll, he 
found the place where it was written:

18 The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me
to preach good news to the poor.
He has sent me
to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to set free the oppressed,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.
20 He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and 

sat down. And the eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fixed on him. 
21 He began by saying to them, “Today as you listen, this Scripture has 
been fulfilled.”

22 They were all speaking well of him and were amazed by the gracious 
words that came from his mouth; yet they said, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?”

 Further 
Commentary
“Jesus says the fulfillment 
is present today (sēmeron). 
The emphasis falls on 
fulfillment’s current 
availability, as the 
position of sēmeron at 
the head of the sentence 
shows. [Sēmeron] is a key 
term in Luke’s theology 
and stresses that the 
opportunity for salvation 
is this very moment. Luke 
uses [sēmeron] repeatedly 
in his Gospel to make 
this very point (2:11; 5:26; 
12:28; 13:32-33; 19:5,9; 
22:34,61; 23:43; and nine 
times in Acts)…[T]he idea 
of current fulfillment in 
Acts 1:6 and 3:18 shows 
that the period associated 
with the church is a part of 
this ‘today’…Its recurrence 
in many passages also 
makes the point that the 
‘today’ is not so much a 
‘now and only now’ affair, 
as much as it is a timeless 
‘now,’ a reference to the 
immediate present, when 
fulfillment is available and 
a life-changing decision 
can be made…Hope can 
become a reality ‘today’…
Of course, the era of 
fulfillment is very much tied 
to Jesus’ person. He brings 
a special time. Whereas 
Mark 1:14-15 puts Jesus’ 
message in terms of the 
nearness of the kingdom, 
Luke stresses the nature 
of the time in the nearness 
of the person. However, 
the two ideas are related 
and are very similar, since 
with the king comes the 
kingdom (Luke 11:20; 
17:21)…Jesus is saying to his 
hometown audience, ‘The 
time that all people faithful 
to God have been waiting 
for is now here and it is 
found in me.’ ” 2 

–Darrell Bock
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It was customary for the Jewish people in Jesus’ day to spend time in 
the synagogue, where leaders would read and comment on the ancient 
Scriptures. Attending the synagogue was one of the ways the Jews 
maintained their spiritual identity and ethnic heritage in times when 
they found themselves oppressed by other powers or marginalized 
in society. 

When Jesus went into the synagogue, as was the custom, He stood 
up to read a passage of Scripture. The reading for that day was part of 
a prophecy from Isaiah that spoke of the coming Messiah: “The Spirit of 
the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to 
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery 
of sight to the blind, to set free the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:18-19; cf. Isa. 61:1-2).

Isaiah’s words described the attributes of the Messiah’s ministry and 
how the Messiah would lead, empowered by the Holy Spirit. The main 
focus of this ministry would be on the proclamation of good news to 
various kinds of people in need—the poor, the captives, the blind, and 
the oppressed. At one level, this ministry focuses on the spiritual needs of 
the people—captive to sin, blind to the good news, oppressed by evil, and 
spiritually bankrupt. At the same time, Isaiah had in mind the economic 
and material needs of the people. The ministry of the Messiah would 
answer both eternal and temporal needs, both spiritual and 
physical needs. 

For this reason, the church has focused on both kinds of needs—
spiritual and material. The church proclaims the work of Jesus for the 
salvation of the world while simultaneously working alongside others in 
bringing physical and temporal relief to suffering. James 1:27 tells us, 
“Pure and undefiled religion before God the Father is this: to look after 
orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself unstained from 
the world.” Believers take both of these attributes seriously: the pursuit of 
holiness and the expression of love and mercy to people in need. 

Jesus redeemed us from spiritual captivity. How does His 
redemption lead us to meet physical and temporal needs 
of people around us? 

Why is it problematic for Christians to focus only on spiritual 
problems and fail to meet physical needs? 

 Voices from 
the Church
“[These] are the very first 
words [Jesus] speaks upon 
beginning his ministry. 
They are perfect words, 
therefore, simply because 
he speaks them, but they 
are not simply spoken. 
They are costly words. 
In the end they will cost 
him everything.” 3 

–Michael Card

 Voices from 
the Church
“By choosing to read this 
portion of Isaiah, Jesus 
gave us a picture of His 
mission and of the power 
and presence of God’s 
kingdom manifested on 
earth. The kingdom may be 
from heaven, but it directly 
affects things on earth.” 4 

–Keith Whitfield
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In a dramatic moment that would have shocked the people in the 
synagogue, Jesus read this passage that described the ministry of the 
Messiah, and then He sat down. “Today as you listen, this Scripture has 
been fulfilled,” He said. The moment was shocking for a couple of reasons. 
First, Jesus was implying that He Himself was the Messiah upon whom 
the Spirit was resting. He was saying, in effect, “I’m the guy Isaiah was 
talking about.” 

Second, Jesus’ words were shocking because of what He didn’t read. 
He stopped reading the text with the line where Isaiah spoke of the 
year of Jubilee and freedom for the captives. The next line spoke about 
the judgment of God coming upon people. Jesus deliberately ended the 
reading at the declaration of grace, not judgment. Why? Because the 
Day of Judgment was to come later. In that particular moment, Jesus 
was declaring freedom and grace. We’ll see in the next section why Jesus’ 
declaration of grace was controversial. 

For now, picture the scene. Jesus boldly declared that right there, 
before the eyes of the people in the synagogue, Isaiah’s prophecy had been 
fulfilled. The people were taken aback by the claim. They were amazed 
at His eloquence, but they couldn’t believe that a carpenter’s son could be 
so special. 

So the people in Jesus’ hometown did what many do today with Jesus. 
Unwilling to accept His claims, they reject His uniqueness. They shrink 
Him down to the rest of humanity. They discredit Him by making Him 
seem less valuable than He is. 

What are some ways people try to discredit the uniqueness 
of Jesus? 

Why is it important that Christians highlight the fact that 
Jesus is distinct from others? 

 Voices from 
Church History
“You must make your 
choice. Either this man 
was, and is, the Son of 
God: or else a madman 
or something worse. You 
can shut Him up for a fool, 
you can spit at Him and 
kill Him as a demon; or 
you can fall at his feet and 
call Him Lord and God. 
But let us not come with 
any patronising nonsense 
about His being a great 
human teacher. He has not 
left that open to us. He did 
not intend to.” 5 

–C. S. Lewis (1898-1963)
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2.  Jesus faced rejection from His people, just like 
the prophets (Luke 4:23-27).
After Jesus read from the scroll of Isaiah, He saw the unbelief in the 

hearts of the people and began to anticipate their rejection of Him, just as 
God’s people had often rejected the prophets. 

23 Then he said to them, “No doubt you will quote this proverb to me: 
‘Doctor, heal yourself. What we’ve heard that took place in Capernaum, 
do here in your hometown also.’ ”

24 He also said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in his 
hometown. 25 But I say to you, there were certainly many widows in Israel 
in Elijah’s days, when the sky was shut up for three years and six months 
while a great famine came over all the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to 
any of them except a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27 And in the prophet 
Elisha’s time, there were many in Israel who had leprosy, and yet not one 
of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.”

You may have heard this statement before, a phrase that originated 
with Jesus: “No prophet is accepted in his hometown.” The idea is similar 
to another common phrase today: “Familiarity breeds contempt.” The 
people in Jesus’ hometown did not see Him as special or unique; they saw 
Him as ordinary. What’s more, they didn’t care for His message, even 
though they would have liked to see His miracles.

Sometimes it’s difficult to notice the growth of people who are closest 
to us. You know what it’s like. You don’t see the day-to-day growth of your 
siblings or children, but you notice immediately when you visit friends 
or family you haven’t seen in a while how they or their children have 
changed. Distance gives us perspective on people. 

In a similar way, the people in Nazareth saw Jesus grow up before 
their eyes. But they could not reconcile the presence of this prophet who 
was before them with the young boy who had grown up in their midst. 
They would not accept the truth of Jesus’ words as He read the scroll 
of Isaiah. 

What do you think about Jesus’ decision not to perform 
miracles in Nazareth? 

Why did Jesus respond to their rejection in this way? 

In the previous section, we saw that Jesus shocked His hearers in two 
ways: First, He claimed to be the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy. The 
second way was by proclaiming the grace of God and the day of freedom. 
That second shock included Jesus’ words regarding recipients of miracles 
outside of God’s people. 

 Further 
Commentary
“Jesus knew that his 
reputation had spread to 
Nazareth and that those 
among whom he had 
grown up would want him 
to live up to that reputation. 
He cited a proverb 
(otherwise unknown, 
though similar proverbs are 
found) whose point is clear. 
The immediate application, 
however, is not so plain, 
for there was no question 
of Jesus healing himself. 
Perhaps the thought is that 
the working of miracles 
would benefit him by saving 
his reputation. Or Nazareth 
may be regarded as an 
extension of the Man from 
Nazareth (though ‘Heal 
your fellow-townsmen’ 
is not the same as ‘Heal 
yourself’). Notice that they 
say ‘what we have heard 
you did at Capernaum,’ not 
‘what you did…’. They do 
not believe. Mark gives this 
as the reason that Jesus 
did not work miracles at 
Nazareth (Mark 6:5). Luke 
does not say as much 
but he probably implies 
it…Jesus illustrates his 
point with reference to 
two great prophets. Elijah 
was succoured, not by 
one of the many Israelite 
widows of his day, but by 
a woman of Zarephath of 
Sidon (cf. 1 Kings 17:8ff.). 
The addition, ‘who was 
a widow,’ is not strictly 
necessary (it is implied in 
the reference to widows in 
the previous verse), but it 
brings out the comparative 
unimportance of this 
foreigner. Yet it was to 
her that Elijah was sent…
The example of Elijah is 
reinforced with that of 
Elisha, who healed, not one 
of the many lepers in Israel, 
but Naaman the Syrian 
(2 Kings 5:1-14).” 6 

–Leon Morris
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In other words, the day of freedom Jesus proclaimed was not just for 
the Jewish people. God was doing something that would include other 
nations, just as He promised Abraham to bless all the nations of the earth 
through him (Gen. 12:3). 

To make this point, Jesus confronted the unbelief of the people in 
Nazareth by referring them to two Old Testament stories, one with Elijah 
and one with Elisha (both of whom were mighty prophets of God). In 
both accounts, God did something miraculous for people who were not 
part of the official “people of God”; rather, they were Gentiles. 

Elijah and the Widow at Zarephath  
1 Kings 17:1-24

Elisha and Naaman the Syrian 
2 Kings 5:1-19

•  For the wickedness of King 
Ahab in Israel, Elijah prophesied 
a famine in the land

•  The Lord then directed Elijah 
to Zarephath in Sidon to stay 
with a widow who would 
provide for him; Zarephath was 
a Gentile city in the coastal 
region of Phoenicia, north of the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel

•  Due to the famine, the widow 
was going to make a meal with 
her last remaining resources for 
her son and herself and then 
wait to die of starvation 

•  Elijah told her if she would make 
him some bread first, then she 
would always have flour and oil 
until the end of the famine

•  She obeyed, and the word of the 
Lord through Elijah came true

•  Later, Elijah raised the widow’s 
son from the dead

•  The widow believed in the word 
of the Lord spoken by Elijah

•  Naaman was the commander 
of the army for the King of Aram 
(Syria); he was highly regarded 
by the king, a brave warrior, but 
he had leprosy, or a skin disease

•  A young Hebrew girl had been 
captured in a raid in Israel, and 
she served Naaman’s wife; she 
said Naaman should seek out 
the prophet in Samaria (Israel) 
for healing from his leprosy

•  He went first to the king of Israel, 
but then Elisha told the king to 
send Naaman to him

•  Elisha instructed Naaman to 
wash himself seven times in 
the Jordan River and he would 
be healed

•  Initially, Naaman pridefully 
rejected Elisha’s instruction, 
but counseled by his servants, 
he obeyed and was healed of 
his leprosy

•  Naaman believed in the one true 
God of Israel (2 Kings 5:15)

The telling of these two stories took on new meaning in Jesus’ time. 
He was putting Himself in the line of prophets who had been raised up by 
God. He was putting the people of Nazareth in the line of ancient 
Israelites who had rejected the prophets of old. No wonder they were 
offended at His message! In hearing this word from Jesus, their hearts 
grew harder. 

When have you faced rejection because of your faith? 

 Voices from 
Church History
“There is nothing so ruinous 
as this presumptuous 
self-confidence, I pray the 
Lord may make you feel 
yourself to be undone, 
ruined, lost, cast away, and 
then there is no fear of your 
rejecting Christ, for he that 
is perfectly bankrupt is 
willing to accept a Savior; 
he that has nothing of his 
own, falls flat before the 
cross, and takes gladly the 
‘all things’ which are stored 
up in the Lord Jesus. This 
is the first and perhaps the 
greatest reason why men 
reject the Savior.” 7 

–Charles Spurgeon  
(1834-1892)

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
50. Christ as Prophet 

As one of His offices, Jesus 
fulfills the role of prophet: 
He alone is the ultimate 
teacher and has the words 
of eternal life (John 6:68). 
Jesus is also God’s ultimate 
revelation of Himself.  
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3.  Jesus continued His ministry despite His 
people’s rejection (Luke 4:28-30).
The people of Nazareth reacted first with amazement and then with 

anger. Watch how they responded to Jesus’ message: 

28 When they heard this, everyone in the synagogue was enraged. 
29 They got up, drove him out of town, and brought him to the edge of 
the hill that their town was built on, intending to hurl him over the cliff. 
30 But he passed right through the crowd and went on his way. 

The people were so enraged at Jesus’ words that they wanted to throw 
Him off a cliff so that He would fall to His death. Although Jesus’ mission 
included His substitutionary death, this was not the appointed time for 
Him to die. We don’t know exactly how Jesus passed through the crowd 
and avoided death in this moment. Some commentators think Jesus’ 
escape was miraculous. Others believe He simply managed to get away. 
Either way, it is clear that the situation in Nazareth was dire. 

Jesus was rejected by His own people, just as Isaiah predicted 
700 years before (Isa. 53:3). Despite the rejection from the people in 
His own hometown, Jesus pressed on to fulfill the ministry God called 
Him to. 

In what ways have you seen the work of God continue in 
spite of opposition and obstacles? 

The rejection of Jesus goes back to the sinfulness of the human heart. 
John 3:19 reminds us: “This is the judgment: The light has come into the 
world, and people loved darkness rather than the light because their deeds 
were evil.” As people rejected Jesus in His day, sadly they still reject Him 
in ours. People react harshly to the truth of the gospel because it exposes 
the darkness of our hearts. 

Jesus warned those who followed Him that they would endure the 
same rejection He did (Matt. 5:10-12; John 15:19-23). We are to take 
comfort in these moments because Jesus modeled for us what it looks like 
to encounter rejection, endure it, and triumph over it. The Holy Spirit 
gives us the strength to press on through the seasons of rejection. 

Second Corinthians 4:1-12 encourages us to remain active in the 
ministry God has called us to, primarily making the gospel of Jesus Christ 
known. We will face many pressures, but they will never crush us. We will 
become tired, but never will we die of exhaustion! Our comfort flows from 
understanding that God the Holy Spirit empowers us. 

 Further 
Commentary
“ ‘Took him to the brow of 
the hill.’ It is difficult to know 
exactly what Luke meant 
in that Nazareth is built on 
a slope and no clear ‘brow’ 
or cliff is nearby. He may 
have been less concerned 
here with the topography 
than with a desire to 
allude specifically to the 
martyrdoms of Stephen 
(Acts 7:58) and possibly 
James (cf. Eusebius, 
Eccl. Hist. 2.23.11-18) or in 
general to the customary 
practice of throwing a 
person down from a 
height before stoning 
(cf. John 8:59; Acts 7:54-60; 
Sanh. 43a, 45a). ‘To throw 
him down.’ The degree 
in which the preceding 
statements foreshadow 
the coming crucifixion is 
unclear, but at the very 
beginning of Jesus’ Galilean 
ministry, the cross was 
casting its shadow over 
Jesus’ life. ‘But he walked 
right through the crowd.’ 
Luke may or may not have 
been implying a miraculous 
escape here. Regardless, 
Luke’s point was that 
Jesus’ hour would not 
come until he arrived in 
Jerusalem (cf. Luke 22:53; 
John 7:30; 8:59).” 8 

–Robert Stein
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Our value as believers who seek to live on mission is found not in 
numbers or metrics. Rather, it is found in God the Holy Spirit, who 
indwells us and with whom we walk in step while stewarding the gospel 
message. Faithfulness to Christ looks like this: 
•  Abiding in constant fellowship with God (John 15:1-11) 
•  Allowing God’s Word to be the umpire for all of our actions (Col. 3:15-17)
•  Submitting to the Holy Spirit’s control by allowing Him to influence our 

attitudes, action, and speech (Eph. 5:18) so He can bear fruit through us 
(Gal. 5:22-23) while surfacing in times of prayer the sinfulness in our 
hearts that we are in need of confessing (1 John 1:8-10) 

As we do these things, we will endure persecution and suffering, but 
we will rejoice to be counted as one of God’s people who faced rejection, 
just like Jesus. 

In times of rejection, we remember the words of the apostle Paul in 
2 Corinthians 1:3-7. As God has comforted us during times of suffering 
and affliction, we now are mobilized to come alongside and comfort other 
believers who are suffering through various afflictions. This is the tangible 
expression of God the Holy Spirit’s ministry through our lives, benefiting 
those inside the body!

In what ways does our endurance in the midst of rejection 
or opposition strengthen our witness and mission? 

Conclusion
What a Savior we have in Jesus! Although He faced rejection and 

opposition, the ministry of the Holy Spirit empowered Him to remain 
steady in order to complete the mission to seek and save those who were 
lost. It’s comforting to know that God had not abandoned Israel and that 
hundreds of years before Jesus was even born, God spoke to the prophet 
Isaiah to share a message that freedom from sin was coming. Jesus is the 
fulfillment of God’s promise to redeem people out of the captivity of sin. 

Now we can find the hope we need to endure when we face rejection 
and persecution. No matter if it comes from a stranger that we just met or a 
coworker that we’ve been sharing the gospel with or even a family member 
who rejects us for our stance for Jesus, may we rally among other believers to 
encourage them and remind them of Jesus who endured opposition for our 
sakes! May we reengage with those who have rejected us with the refreshing 
truths of the gospel of Jesus who is seeking to ransom them from captivity!

CHRIST CONNECTION: Hundreds of years before Jesus was 
born, the prophet Isaiah wrote about God’s plan to send a 
Messiah who would bring good news and redeem people who 
were in captivity. Jesus read Isaiah’s words and told everyone 
that He is the promised Messiah who fulfills Isaiah’s prophecy.

 Voices from 
Church History
“Try and work your 
home life or business life 
according to the rule of 
Jesus Christ and you will 
find…a continual semi-
cultured sneering ridicule; 
nothing can stand that but 
absolute devotion to Jesus 
Christ…Christianity is other-
worldliness in the midst of 
this-worldliness.” 9 

–Oswald Chambers  
(1874-1917)

 Voices from 
the Church
“The strength of the 
church is not the strength 
of its institutions but 
the authenticity of 
its witness.” 10 

–Frank Viola and  
Leonard Sweet
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Get expert insights on weekly studies through Ministry 
Grid at MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject. 
Grow with other group leaders at the Group Ministry 
blog at LifeWay.com/GroupMinistry.

Study Material

 - “How Do We Interpret Prophecy? (Typology)”—Question 24 from 
40 Questions About Interpreting the Bible by Robert L. Plummer

 - “Dealing with Rejection Through the Gospel”—Article by Caitlin 
Williams; find a link to this article at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources 

 - Previous Biblical Illustrator articles, including “The Jewish Synagogue,” 
can be purchased, along with other articles for this quarter, at 
LifeWay.com/BiblicalIllustrator. Look for Bundles: The Gospel Project.
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Jesus Rejected in Nazareth

Tip of the Week
Great Commission Praying in Your Small Group 

When it comes to prayer, every small group operates at one of three levels: 
class, community, or commission. At the class level, prayer requests tend to 
be general and safe. At the community level, prayer requests become more 
personal—and a little less safe. A group sticks its toes in the commission 
level when it begins to pray about missions in general. It goes deep when 
it starts praying for people who are far from God right in the offices, 
schools, stores, teams, recreational centers, and neighborhoods where group 
members do life every day.

Sermon Podcast

Russell Moore: “Speaking in the Reign: How the Kingdom Reframes 
Our Witness”  

Find a link to this at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources

Additional Resources
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Unit 1:  
Michael Card has recorded over 37 albums, authored over 
25 books, hosted a radio program, and written for a wide range 
of magazines. He has penned such favorites as “El Shaddai,” 
“Love Crucified Arose,” and “Emmanuel.” He has sold more 
than 4 million albums and written over 19 #1 hits, but the 
popularity of his work seems a stark contrast to his goal in 
life—to simply and quietly teach the Bible.

Unit 2:  
D. A. Horton currently serves as a pastor at Reach Fellowship, 
a church plant in Los Angeles, California, and as the Chief 
Evangelist for UYWI. He is also working toward his PhD 
in Applied Theology at Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He and his wife, Elicia, have three children, Izabelle, 
Lola, and Damon Jr (aka Duce).

Special Session—Easter:  
Richard R. Melick Jr. serves as a Distinguished Professor of 
New Testament, Affiliated Faculty, at Gateway Seminary. He 
is a consulting editor for The New American Commentary, for 
which he also contributed the volume Philippians, Colossians, 
Philemon. He and his wife, Shera, coauthored Teaching That 
Transforms. They have three children and eight grandchildren. 
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